
Our Lady of Sorrows Parish
Church Rectory: Calle de la Iglesia 

PO Box 32 La Joya, NM 87028 

Office: 1056 Hwy 304

PO Box 534 Veguita, NM 87062

Telephone and Fax (505) 864-4461

           Website: www.olslajoyanm.org

        Email: parishoffice@olslajoyanm.org

Missions
San Antonio in Abeytas
San Antonio in Sabinal

San Juan in Veguita
San Isidro in Las Nutrias

San Jose in Contreras

Office Hours

Mon-Wed, & Fri

 9am to 4pm

Closed 

Thurs, Sat. & Sunday          

April 05, 2026
EASTER SUNDAY OF 

THE RESURRECTION 

OF THE LORD 

Christ, our paschal lamb. 

Has been sacrificed; let us 

then feast with joy in the 

Lord
 (Corinthians 5:7b-8a)

Cristo, nuestro cordero 

pascual, ha sido inmolado; 

celebramos, pues, la Pasqua. 
(Corintios 5:7b-8a)                                                             

Pastor/Sacerdote: Rev. Tobe Oluoha 
Rectory - 505-864-4170
Parish Office- 505-864-4461
Secretary-Miranda Pino
Bookkeeper-Leticia Valenzuela

Religious Education
DRE-Jana Adams

Music Ministry- 
Ken Armijo 505-550-7170
Finance Council
Robert Chavez, President                                                                            
Al Sandoval, Vice President                                                                              
Santos Aragon, Secretary
Ken Armijo, Member                                                                             
James Lucero, Member
Lorraine Baca, Member

Pastoral Council Chair - Sandra Garcia 
Homebound Eucharistic Ministers
James Chavez 505-620-4890
Rosa Armijo 505-363-2436
Rick Peralta 505-450-1178
Tom BeeBee 212-470-7754

Altar Server Coordinator –
St. Vincent De Paul- Ken Armijo President                                                                    
505-886-2328 LEAVE A MESSAGE

Definition of an Active Parishioner                                                       
Must be registered and participate in the Parish 
activities, volunteer time and talent, attend Mass 
every weekend. Mass weekend will be verified by 
presence of envelope.  
Definicion de un Parroquiano Activo 
Debe estar registrado en la parroquia, participar y 
donar su tiempo, talento y atender misa el fin de 
semana, entregando su sobre, de esa manera se 
verificara su asistencia.

Anointing of the Sick/Unción del Enfermo

On request, call/Si lo solicita, llame al  505-864-4170.                                                                                       
Confessions/ La Reconciliación/Confesiones

30 Minutes before all the Masses or by appointment,                             
505-864-4170 30 minuto antes de todas las Misas o por 
cita,  505-864-4170
Baptism & Classes/Bautismos y los clases

Registration for baptism in the parish office, preferably
before child is born.
Baptism classes; By Appointment only.
Registro par un bautismo in la oficina, Preferentemente 
antes de que el niño nace. Clases de bautismo; Solo por 
cita.
Quinceañeras

Los requisitos son: Registro in la oficina 6 meses antes, 
asistir a su primer o segundo año clase de confirmación. 
También tendrán que participar en su parroquia, y que 
tendrán que asistir a un retiro religioso católica.                                                                          
Marriage/Matrimonios

Six month notice necessary at the Parish Office.  
Mandatory preparation classes required. Hablar con el 
padre 6 meses con anticipación. Por Favor llame a la 
oficina para ser cita con el  Padre. Se requiere una clase 
de preparación obligatoria.

Liturgical Celebrations/Holy Days •  Horario de Misas/Dia de Precepto

Time & Place may change/La hora y el lugar pueden cambiar

April       11, 2026  6:30pm La Joya Vigil Mass 

April 12, 2026  8:30am Sabinal Mass 10:30am Veguita Mass

April       18, 2026  6:30pm La Joya Vigil Mass 

April 19, 2026  8:30am Abeytas Mass 10:30am Las Nutrias Mass

April       25, 2026  6:30pm La Joya Vigil Mass 

April 26, 2026  9:30am Sabinal Mass (one mass- Fr. out of town) 

  Daily Mass / La Misa Diaria 
• 9:00 am Mon,, Tues, & Thurs, Fri, & Saturday in La Joya

• 8:00 am First Friday Only, Contreras -Adoration & Mass.

If unable to attend Mass in person due to age or illness please watch 

the Mass on TV, Internet or read the readings of the day. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS/
ANUNCIOS  

Religious Education Class

Monday, April 6th  at 6:30pm

Clase de Educación Religiosa 

Lunes, 06 de Abril, 6:30pm

2026 Our Lady of Sorrows 

Collection Envelopes

Please Pick up your envelopes!

Envelopes are in the

churches. 

If you do not pick them up, the office will 

assume that you are no longer living in our 

community or NO LONGER wish to be a 

registered member of Our Lady of Sorrows.

Sobres de la Colección                                                               

Nuestra Señora de los Dolores 

2026

¡Por favor recojan sus sobres!

Los sobres se encuentran en la 

parte trasera de las iglesias. 

Si no los recoge, la oficina asumirá que ya 

no vive en nuestra comunidad o que YA NO 

desea ser miembro registrado de Nuestra 

Señora de los Dolores.

MASS INTENTIONS AND WEEKLY SCHEDULE

April 06, 2026—April 12, 2026

Acts 2:14,22-33/ Mt 28:8-15

Monday April 06 Monday within the Octave of Easter 

               9:00am La Joya 

               6:30pm CCD/ Catecismo

Acts 2:36-41/ Jn 20:11-18

Tuesday April 07 Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 

               9:00am La Joya

Acts 3:1-10/ Lk 24:13-35

Wednesday April 08 Wednesday within the Octave of Easter 

                NO MASS 

 

Acts 3:11-26/ Lk 24:35-48

Thursday April 09 Thursday within the Octave of Easter 

               9:00am La Joya

Acts 4:1-12/ Jn 21:1-14

Friday April 10  Friday within the Octave of Easter 

   9:00am La Joya
      Birthday Blessings for Charlie Leyba by Mark & Crissie Leyba 

      Birthday Blessings for Esequiel M. Ulibarri by Mark & Crissie Leyba  

Acts 4:13-21/ Mk 16:19-15

Saturday April 11 Saturday within the Octave of Easter 

            6:30pm La Joya Vigil

      OLOS Parishioners       

Acts 2:42-47/ 1 Pt 1:3-9/ Jn 20; 19-31

Sunday April 12 Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)

            9:30am  Sabinal Mass 

     Health of Emer Barela 

     Paul Griego by Helen Griego 

     Hilario & Elicia Baca by Romy Baca 

     Sylvia & Ben Armijo 

     Lovelia Jaramillo  

            10:30am Veguita Mass

     Por El alma de Tereso y Senaida Rodriguez de parte de sus hijos

     Tomas & Leonard Apodaca by Sisto Griego, Sandy & Danny Garcia  

     Frank & Garcia by Mary, Danny & Sandy Garcia 

 

                  

With grateful hearts, we honor Karen Martinez for her 20+ years 

of faithful service to Our Lady of Sorrows. Through her 

dedication, kindness, and unwavering commitment, Karen has 

been a blessing to Father Tobe & our parish community. She will 

be deeply missed. We extend our heartfelt gratitude for all she 

has given and wish her abundant joy, good health, and God’s 

many blessings as she begins a happy and well-deserved 

retirement.

             “Well done, good and faithful servant.” — Matthew 25:21

Please join us in celebrating Karen, following the Unity Mass in La Joya 

on February 01, 2026

Con profunda gratitud, honramos a Karen Martinez por sus más 

de 20 años de fiel servicio a Nuestra Señora de los Dolores. 

Gracias a su dedicación, bondad e inquebrantable compromiso, 

Karen ha sido una bendición para el Padre Tobe y para nuestra 

comunidad parroquial. La extrañaremos mucho. Le expresamos 

nuestro más sincero agradecimiento por todo lo que ha dado y le 

deseamos mucha alegría, buena salud y las bendiciones de Dios 

al comenzar una merecida y feliz jubilación.

“Bien hecho, sierva buena y fiel.” — Mateo 25:21

Les invitamos a unirse a nosotros para celebrar a Karen, 

después de la Misa de la Unidad en La Joya el 1 de febrero de 

2026.

Karen

Seasons of Hope 
Are you searching for hope after the death of a loved one? This Christ-
centered faith-sharing group is for you.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity for consolation, prayer, scripture, and healing!

WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 18 through MARCH 25, 2026
10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.

SATURDAYS, FEBRUARY 21 through MARCH 28, 2026
10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.

We will be offering a Men’s Group on Saturdays, as well!
Please register by FEBRUARY 13, 2026, to reserve your place.  Space is limited. 

Contact: Connie@holyrosaryabq.org or call 505-836-5011 ext. 222.  You can 
also call Doddie Espinosa de Ortega at 505-681-1759 and indicate which 

days/times you would prefer.

64thAnnual Southwest Liturgical 

Conference: Feb. 10th-13th

 If interested, the registration link is 

below! You will be able to view 

accommodation info as well! 
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-

registration/

The SWLC is a Catholic Organization 

responding to the Holy Spirit’s call to 

foster authentically inclusive celebrations 

where each person experiences an 

encounter with Christ in full and active 

participation in the liturgy. These 

encounters will result in on-going 

formation, development of future leaders 

in our parishes and communities, and 

communal transformation. Conferences 

like this don’t come around locally very 

often. This is a wonderful and enriching 

opportunity for our community, offering 

meaningful formation, fellowship, prayer 

and inspiration.

San Jose Fiesta Mass

Contreras, NM

March 22, 2026

Menu for San Jose Fiesta Mass in Contreras is March 22, 2026 @ 9:30am

MISSION – Need enough for 50 ppl

Contreras 

/Cerdo,Ensalada de pasta, Suministros de 

La Joya /Frijoles Horneados

Abeytas 

Sabinal Fritas

Las Nutrias pequeños 

Veguita Postres

Annual Catholic Appeal 2026: Fearless in Faith, Boundless in 

Love

It’s that time of year again. The 2026 ACA has started and you 

can begin making your pledge today!  Through your support, you 

become a living channel of boundless love. Churches have pledge 

envelopes in the pews. Most. Reverend Archbishop Wester invites 

you to respond with your hearts open to grace. Let your faith be 

fearless & your love be boundless. Thank you everyone for your 

support!

Campaña Anual Católica 2026: Valientes en la fe, ilimitados en el amor

Ya llegó esa época del año. La campaña ACA 2026 ha comenzado y puedes hacer 

tu donación hoy mismo. Con tu apoyo, te conviertes en un canal vivo de amor 

ilimitado. Las iglesias tienen sobres para donaciones en los bancos.

El Reverendísimo Arzobispo Wester te invita a responder con el corazón abierto a 

la gracia. Que tu fe sea inquebrantable y tu amor sin límites. ¡Gracias a todos por 

su apoyo!

Please bring in your food 
items before Mass. Kindly 

contact your Mayordomos to 
let them know

 what you are bringing & the 
quantity.

Don’t 
forget to 
change 

your 
clocks!

ATTENTION! 
          In effect as of Feb. 10th. The 

Pastoral Council along 
         with  Father Tobe, have decided 

that there will no longer be a Vigil 
Mass prior to a Unity Mass or 

Mission Fiesta Mass. It has been 
agreed that the Unity/ Mission Fiesta 

Masses are a time for our 
community to come and be united 
together! Again, there will continue 
to be a Vigil Mass, except the night 

before Unity & Mission Fiesta 
Massses! This excludes Easter Vigil 

& Christmas Eve vigil. Thank you 
everyone for your cooperation!

¡ATENCIÓN! En vigor a partir del 10 
de febrero.

El Consejo Pastoral junto con el 
Padre Tobe han decidido que ya no 
habrá una Misa de Vigilia antes de 

una Misa de Unidad o Misa de Fiesta 
de la Misión. 

¡Se ha acordado que las Misas de 
Unidad son un momento para que 

nuestra comunidad venga y se una! 
Nuevamente, seguirá habiendo una 

Misa de Vigilia, ¡excepto la noche 
anterior a las Misas de la Fiesta de 
Unidad y Misión! ¡Gracias a todos 

por su cooperación! Esto excluye la 
Vigilia Pascual y la Vigilia de 

Nochebuena.

  THE ONLY ONE  
 Reflect
  St. Augustine said God loves each one of us as if there were only one of 
us. Wouldn’t it be great if we gave each other that same kind of attention?
      Pray
Dear Jesus, the world is full of noise and distraction. Grant me the grace to ignore it enough to attend to the people 
you put in my path; let me give them my full attention. Guide me to smile at the overwhelmed mother at church 
and to really listen to the lonely neighbor. Help me see others as if they were the only ones in the world. Help me 
see them as you see me.
        Act
 Give your full attention to the people you interact with today. During your conversations, ignore your to-do list, 
your evening plans, your thoughts about what you will say next, and simply be present in the moment with them.

https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/
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EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

DOMINGO DE PASCUA DE LA RESURRECCIÓN DEL SEÑOR  

FOCUS: We are a resurrection people who follow the risen Christ.

The empty tomb is a sign of hope. Death does not have the final word. If our life with Christ can overcome even the 

seeming finality of death, God’s mercy can also overcome all pain and sorrow. If we bind ourselves to Christ, earthly 

suffering will be vanquished. We can rejoice and be glad with hearts full of peace.

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

In the first reading, Peter speaks of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and says, we are witnesses of all that he did. In 

his Letter to the Colossians, Paul writes that our life is with Christ and we will one day appear with him in glory. In 

the Gospel, Mary of Magdala, Peter, and the other disciple whom Jesus loved find Jesus’ body missing from the tomb. 

John comes to believe in Christ’s resurrection.

ENFOQUE: Somos un pueblo de resurrección que sigue a Cristo resucitado.

La tumba vacía es un signo de esperanza. La muerte no tiene la última palabra. Si nuestra vida con Cristo puede

superar incluso la aparente finalidad de la muerte, la misericordia de Dios también puede superar todo dolor y toda

pena. Si nos unimos a Cristo, el sufrimiento terrenal será vencido. Podremos regocijarnos y alegrarnos con el corazón

lleno de paz.

LITURGIA DE LA PALABRA

En la primera lectura, Pedro habla de la vida, muerte y resurrección de Jesús, y dice: “Nosotros somos testigos de todo

lo que hizo”. En su Carta a los Colosenses, Pablo escribe que nuestra vida está con Cristo y que un día aparecer[emos]

con él, llenos de gloria. En el Evangelio, María de Magdala, Pedro y el otro discípulo al que Jesús amaba encuentran

el cuerpo de Jesús desaparecido de la tumba. Juan llega a creer en la resurrección de Cristo.

(Faith Catholic (Daily Universal Prayer & Commentary)

SUNDAY COLLECTION 03/29/2026

Envelopes

$1,556.00

Loose

$110.00

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK  

Mary Davis Jim Crook

James Holkup Tim Abeyta

David Stange Catherine Choi

MAYORDOMOS
•CHECK YOUR                        

PROPANE TANKS

•VERIVFIQUE SUS TANQUES DE 

PROPANO                 

Parish Hall 

Project                  

Income 

$58,220.52

13% 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the Lord and your support of the Church!    

¡Gracias por sus generosas ofrendas al Señor y por su apoyo a la Iglesia!

OLOS PARISHIONERS 
End of Year Tax Statements are here. 

If you need yours or have any 

questions you can call the parish 

office or come in!

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1



MISSIONS MAYORDOMOS Phone # CEMETERY PASTORAL COUNCIL

La Joya
April M. Esquibel

505-450-4911

Contreras Anna Gallegos 575-418-8583
Parish Office

505-864-4461
Ronnie Sinclair

Las Nutrias Jared & Jana Adams 505-363-5516
Angie Lovato 

505-410-9205
James Chavez

Veguita
Julio & Raquel Trejo

Silvia Montes Parra

505-312-1676

505-485-7822

Sisto Griego 

505-864-8118

M/M Danny Garcia

Kim Griego

Sabinal Martin & Karen Martinez 505-859-1092
Romy Baca

505-363-7530     

Romy Baca
Gilbert Pino

Abeytas
Al & Lori Sandoval

Carl & Ines Martinez

505-864-6447

505-864-6815

Al & Lori Sandoval

505-864-6447

Rick Peralta
Carl Martinez

This space available for sale for Ad’s or special announcements (with approval) like birthday, sympathy, 

wedding, congratulation, graduation, first communion, confirmation etc. The proceeds will offset the cost of 

printing the bulletins.  Cost per week: This whole space $25.00

If you know of any members of the 

Parish that we should include or 

delete from our prayer list, please 

contact the office.

Thank you for your generous gifts to the                                               

Lord and your support of the Church.

OLS Legion of Mary

Invites you to become an Auxiliary or Active                 

member (reciting Rosary and Tessera daily) We also 

encourage Home Enthronements. Many parishioners also 

host the Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima. Please call Ines Martinez 

at 505-864-6815 for info. It is an honor to be devoted in 

service to Our Mother Mary. Meet on Friday at 2:00pm at 

the San Antonio mission in Sabinal.

The Sacred Heart League is always welcoming new members. 

2025-2026 Membership dues are $3 per year. Dues collected are 

used to offer Mass intentions held on the First Friday of every 

month in Honor of the Sacred Heart Mass is in Contreras. If you 

would like to join or have questions contact: Sarah Cordova at    

505-859-0674. Mail your dues to the Parish Office-PO Box 534,   

Veguita 87062 or put your dues in an envelope with your name 

and write in Sacred Heart Dues and deposit in the collection 

basket; make check out to OLOS and on the memo line enter 

Dues-Sacred Heart.  All are welcomed to contribute to the Sacred 

Heart League.

SCAM ALERT
An email was received using father Tobe’s information  

asking for help. If this happens, do not respond to that email 

and do not call the number that is provided. If father is in 

trouble he will not directly email you.  

Should your family become the target of these scam ransom 

calls, contact your local police department and file a report. 

This information will be given to the FBI as many of these 

scams are generated from other states or countries. 

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe is fully committed to the 

protection of all children and the vulnerable. 

Never hesitate to contact the authorities and/ or the 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe’s Office 505.831.8214.    

Cost for this space

$5.00

This space is available for sale for Ads or Special announcements, (with approval), for example: Birthday 

Sympathy, Wedding, Congratulations, Graduation, First Communion, Confirmation, etc. The proceeds will 

offset the cost of printing the bulletins. Cost per week: This whole space is $25.00. You also have a choice of 

a $5.00, $3.00, or $2.00 space.

Cost for this 

space $3.00

Cost for 

this space 

is $2.00

 

2026 Our Lady of Sorrows Collection 

Envelopes

Please Pick up your envelopes!

     Envelopes are in the churches. 
If you do not pick them up, the office will assume that 

you are no longer living in our community or NO 

LONGER wish to be a registered member of Our Lady of 

Sorrows.

Sobres de la Colección Nuestra Señora 

de los Dolores 2026                                                        

¡Por favor recojan sus sobres!

Los sobres se encuentran en la parte trasera 

de las iglesias. 
Si no los recoge, la oficina asumirá que ya no vive en 

nuestra comunidad o que YA NO desea ser miembro 

registrado de Nuestra Señora de los Dolores.

64thAnnual Southwest Liturgical Conference

Feb. 10th-13th

 If interested, the registration link is below! 
https://swlc.org/2026-swlc-study-week-registration/

You will be able to view accommodation info as well! 

The SWLC is a Catholic Organization responding to the 

Holy Spirit’s call to foster authentically inclusive 

celebrations where each person experiences an encounter 

with Christ in full and active participation in the liturgy. 

These encounters will result in on-going formation, 

development of future leaders in our parishes and 

communities, and communal transformation. 

Conferences like this don’t come around locally very often.

This is a wonderful and enriching opportunity for our 

community, offering meaningful formation, fellowship, 

prayer and inspiration—all at a low cost and in a setting rich 

with culture, faith, and beauty.

hjkhjkkk

With grateful hearts, we honor Karen Martinez for 

her 20+ years of faithful service to Our Lady of 

Sorrows. Through her dedication, kindness, and 

unwavering commitment, Karen has been a 

blessing to Father Tobe & our parish community. 

She will be deeply missed. We extend our heartfelt 

gratitude for all she has given and wish her 

abundant joy, good health, and God’s many 

blessings as she begins a happy and well-deserved 

retirement.

          “Well done, good and faithful servant.” —  

       Matthew 25:21

Seasons of Hope 
Are you searching for hope after the death of a loved one? This 
Christ-centered faith-sharing group is for you.  Take advantage of 
this opportunity for consolation, prayer, scripture, and healing!

WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 18 through MARCH 25, 2026
10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.

SATURDAYS, FEBRUARY 21 through MARCH 28, 2026
10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M.

We will be offering a Men’s Group on Saturdays, as well!
Please register by FEBRUARY 13, 2026, to reserve your place.  

Space is limited. 
Contact: Connie@holyrosaryabq.org or call 505-836-5011 ext. 
222.  You can also call Doddie Espinosa de Ortega at 505-681-

1759 and indicate which days/times you would prefer.
Temporadas de Esperanza

¿Busca esperanza después de la muerte de un ser querido? Este 
grupo de fe centrado en Cristo es para usted. ¡Aproveche esta 
oportunidad para encontrar consuelo, oración, reflexión en las 

Escrituras y sanación!
MIÉRCOLES, del 18 de febrero al 25 de marzo de 2026

10:00 a. m. a 11:30 a. m.
SÁBADOS, del 21 de febrero al 28 de marzo de 2026

10:00 a. m. a 11:30 a. m.
¡También ofreceremos un grupo para hombres los sábados!

Por favor, inscríbase antes del 13 de febrero de 2026 para reservar 
su lugar. El cupo es limitado. Contacto: 

Connie@holyrosaryabq.org o llame al 505-836-5011 ext. 222. 
También puede llamar a Doddie Espinosa de Ortega al 505-681-

1759 e indicar los días y horarios de su preferencia

ARCHDIOCESE OF SANTA FE PLANNING 
STUDY 

Archbishop Wester Would Like Your Feedback! He is asking 

every Catholic family within the archdiocese to share their 

thoughts regarding our needs and proposed funding priorities, 

including:

· Local Parish Needs (50% of funds raised stay in the parish)

· Forming and Sustaining Lifelong Vocations

· Strengthening Catholic Schools

· Enhancing Archdiocesan Ministries and Services in Support of 

Parishes

Your feedback will help us refine these goals and priorities and 

determine the potential level of support within our community. 

You may also return mail surveys to the parish office or place 

them in the offertory basket at any of the weekend Masses. Visit 

archdiosf.org/capital-campaign to access the planning study fact 

sheet, which details the proposed needs and priorities.

AARP Tax-Aid
Free 
assistance 
with filing your 
2025 taxes!
By appointment 
only.
Call Peggy:
505-966-6803
Se habla 
español!

Good Friday Pilgrimage to Santuario de Chimayo
Pilgrims Encouraged to Prepare Carefully for One of North 

America's Most Cherished Catholic Traditions

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe has a message of safety for all 
pilgrims participating in the sacred Good Friday Pilgrimage 
to El Santuario de Chimayó, one of the most revered 
Catholic traditions in North America. Each year, tens of 
thousands of pilgrims travel to this holy shrine to walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus, seeking spiritual renewal, healing, 
and penance during the holiest days of the Christian 
calendar.

To ensure the pilgrimage is accessible to all, the North 
Central Regional Transit District (NCRTD) Blue Bus will be 
operating on Good Friday with special service to Santuario 
de Chimayó, in addition to fare-free service from Española. 
Santa Fe County encourages safety during the pilgrimage 
to the Santuario de Chimayó and provides this checklist. 
Read Santa Fe County’s press release.

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe Opens the Year of St. Francis: 
Statement & Prayer from Archbishop John C. Wester

 — Most Reverend John C. Wester, Archbishop of 
Santa Fe, joyfully opens the Year of St. Francis, a time 
dedicated to reflecting on the life, witness, and teachings of 
St. Francis of Assisi. This year invites all the faithful to grow in 
simplicity, humility, and care for God’s creation, following the 
example of St. Francis, who embodied Gospel living through 
love of neighbor, devotion to prayer, and reverence for all 
creation. The Year of St. Francis will encourage parishes, 
schools, and communities across the Archdiocese of Santa 
Fe to deepen their commitment to the poor, to promote 
peace and justice, and to cultivate an awareness of the 
sacredness of all life. It is a call for every disciple to live out 
the Gospel with joy and compassion, guided by the spirit of 
St. Francis.

Prayer: 
Heavenly Father,

We thank You for the gift of St. Francis, whose life reflected the joy of the 
Gospel, love for the poor, and reverence for all creation. As we open this 
Year of St. Francis in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, we dedicate ourselves 

to following his example of humility, simplicity, and service. Bless our 
priests, deacons, religious, lay leaders, and all the faithful, that we may 
care for one another with compassion, work for peace and justice, and 
protect the beauty of your creation. May this year inspire us to live the 

Gospel with joy, to bring hope to the poor, and to witness Your love in every 
corner of our archdiocese. Through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever.
Amen.
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