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September Newsletter Children’s Aid Club
Our Mission is to positively impact the 
health, general welfare and education of 
underprivileged children in our community. 2025

In this newsletter
you can expect: 

News You Can Use

Board Updates

Minutes

Financial Reports

Welfare Report
Fundraisers

Community Imact 
Photos

Member News &
Birthdays

 Calendar
& Forms

President’s Message: 

Sept 9th - Tuesday - 9:30am
 Board Meeting on Google Meet 
 (link emailed 24 hours ahead)

Sept 16th - Tuesday - 9:30am 
(Meet & Greet at 9am)
General Meeting
Powell Warehouse
1851 SW 2nd Ave. Unit 10    
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315   

Hosting: 
Becky Ford 
Jenny Boyenga

Save the Dates: Laura A. Balistreri

   o love and be loved is to feel the sun 
from both sides. (David Viscott)
T

 Welcome to a New CAC Year!
It is with great enthusiasm that we begin 
another remarkable year of giving at CAC. 
We are moving full speed ahead into 
helping our organizations, Holiday Appeal, 
Holiday Baskets, and TNT! I am honored 
to announce this year’s TNT theme is 
(drumroll) A Giving Heart! 

This summer, I had the joy of “Camp 
Mom” with Rhett (6) and Braxton (4½). 
Our days were filled with airboat rides, 
lazy river floats, tennis camp, family time, 
play dates, and wonderful travels.           

To say our summer was busy is an 
understatement.

Even more exciting, our family is 
growing by one! By the beginning 
of the new year, we will be 
welcoming Baby #3. While life 
may become even busier, I know 
this will only motivate us to shift 
into high gear. We have much to 
accomplish before then, and I am 
truly excited for all that CAC will 
achieve this year. It is an honor to 
be part of such a meaningful 
cause.



News You Can Use! 
May Devotional (Board mtg.)

The test of our progress is not 
whether we add more to the 
abundance of those who have much; 
it is whether we provide enough for 
those who have too little.
Franklin D Roosevelt

Welcome Back to Another Great Year, 2025/2026! 
We are so excited to kick off another amazing year with the Children’s 
Aid Club! As we wrap up our 70th Anniversary, we have plenty of fun 
activities ahead—and countless opportunities to make a difference in the 
lives of children and families in our community.

A Heartfelt Thank You to Mrs. Irene Feldman
A tremendous thank you to our dear 
friend, Mrs. Irene Feldman, for her 
incredible donation of 615 toys, worth 
over $6,092 to our Powell Warehouse on 
May 1st! Thanks to her generosity, our 
shelves are now brimming with arts and 
crafts supplies, books, dolls, toys, and 
more. We are well-stocked and ready for 
our Christmas family adoption program. 
Special thanks also go to Barb Hume, 

Tara Bakatselas, and Pamela Markus for helping load and transport 
the donations. Once at the warehouse,  Heather Knight, Sandy Noonan 
and Laura Balistreri jumped in to organize everything beautifully. 
What teamwork! The families we adopt will be absolutely thrilled.

📬

 Feel free to send a 
personal thank-you note 
to Mrs. Irene Feldman at:
4132 Carambola Circle 
South, #201, Coconut 
Creek, FL 33066-2452.

Equine-Assisted 
Therapies of South 
Florida Annual Horseshoe Hoedown
Date: Saturday, November 1st, 2025.Time: 6:00 PM – 9:30 PM
Did you know that horses can attune themselves to a person’s trauma? 
It’s just horsesense! We’re thrilled to once again support the Annual 

Horseshoe Hoedown. Volunteers are 
needed for registration, the cashier’s 
desk, and more. Plus, you get to don 
your favorite Cowgirl outfit!
Enjoy a lively evening of music, 
raffles, food, drinks, cowboys, and fun
—all to benefit children with special 
needs. To volunteer, please contact 
Caroline Courtney.

Bake Sale at Lauderdale Yacht Club – Mingle Jingle
Date: Saturday, December 12th, 2025 Time: 9:30AM – 4:00

We’re back for the LYC Jingle, Mingle 
& Shop Event with another festive bake 
sale! Last year’s sale was a huge 
success, and we’re grateful for the 
opportunity to return. We need members 
to bake delicious treats, wrap them in 
cheerful holiday packaging, and help 

staff the table (two shifts). Let’s make this year’s sale even sweeter! 
Sign up today to bake and/or staff the event with Sue Black.

Taste ’n’ Tell Luncheon – A Giving Heart  
Date: Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026 (setup on February 2nd)
The planning is underway for our signature luncheon, themed “A 
Giving Heart.” Our fabulous chairs—Linda Ianelli (Architect), 
Barbara Hume (Stylin’), and Kristina Bryn (Golden Goose)—
are already hard at work.

The Menu Committee is reviewing recipes and welcomes your 
appetizer and dessert ideas. A meeting with Team Leaders and 
Committee Chairs will be held Tuesday, October 7th at the 
warehouse. Please also send any guest list changes to Linda 
Ianelli so invitations can be finalized. At the September General 
Meeting, we’ll circulate sign-up sheets for Raffle Baskets and 
Silent Auction items. Underwriting packets will also be available 
for anyone able to help us secure sponsorships.

Be Part of the Magic
As you look through this 
newsletter, we encourage you 
to choose at the very least a 
few activities to participate in 
this year. Active or auxiliary, 
every effort—big or small—
makes a lasting impact. Together, we can continue to change 
lives and share joy.  Children’s Aid Club can only make a 
difference if YOU help to make it happen. 
See you in September!

News You Can Use!
May Devotional (Gen. Mtg.)

Those who are happiest are those who do the most for 
others. Help others without any reason and give without 
the expectation of receiving anything in return. Service to 
others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth. 
We know only too well that what we are doing is nothing 
more than a drop in the ocean. But we do it anyway!!
 Author unknown
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Board Updates Board Updates

While the Children’s Aid Club took a well-deserved rest during the 
summer months, the Ways and Means committee stayed busy keeping 
the wheels greased and rolling.  

New Grant Awarded: 
We are thrilled to share that CAC received $4,366.35 from Enterprise 
Car Rentals. Even better, this grant came with no restrictions, giving us 
flexibility to put the funds toward the most pressing needs of underserved 
children.

The Grant Writing Process: 
The grant writing subcommittee stayed hard at work this summer. 
Multiple meetings led to the submission of a $20,000 grant application 
to the Episcopal Church of St. Mary Magdalene and St. Martin. 
Special recognition goes to Pam Markus and Jacalyn Murray, whose 
hard work in gathering information and preparing the application was 
extraordinary. Beyond this one application, the data compiled will serve 
as a baseline for future grant efforts, setting CAC up for continued 
success.

As we turn the page to a new fiscal year, we celebrate these 
accomplishments with pride and gratitude. Together, we’ve proven the 
extraordinary impact that focused effort and compassion can have. 

Looking ahead, we are energized and ready to continue accomplishing 
great things for children in need.

Membership by Valerie Taylor, Chair

Ways & Means by Belinda McDonald, Chair

 If you haven’t already paid your dues of $125 (due annually on the first day of 
our fiscal year, August 1st) you can do so by:
1. ONLINE (Childrensaidclub.org)
2. MAIL a check (made payable to Children’s 
Aid Club, not CAC) 
     To: Valerie Taylor
              2615 NE 17th St.
              Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305
3. BRING a check with you to the first General 
Meeting 
     at 9:30am, Sept. 16th at Powell Warehouse. 

A Coffee and Coversation will be scheduled at 
the end of September/early October to answer 
any questions our prospective members, 
Michelle, Randa, and Angie may have. If you know of someone who may be 
interested, PLEASE get in touch with Valerie.  Thank you. 

The Light of the World Clinic is a 
community-based volunteer medical 
clinic providing free primary and 
specialty healthcare, screenings, 
diagnoses, medical treatments, and 
counseling to economically 
disadvantaged and uninsured residents 
of Broward County. For the past 35 
years, the clinic has proudly served the 
community, making quality healthcare 
accessible to those most in need.

Last year alone, 18,125 family 
members received care thanks to the 
dedication of volunteer physicians 
from a wide range of specialties, who 
generously donate their time, 
knowledge, and expertise. Through 
strong partnerships within the 
community, patients not only receive 
general medical care but also access to 
advanced specialty treatments beyond 
the scope of the clinic. The need for 
quality healthcare for the children 
underrepresented in this population is 
great. CAC is proud to support such a 
vital cause. 

NEW ORGANIZATION 
 Light of the World Clinic 

Located at 5333 N. Dixie Hwy, STE 201, 
Oakland Park FL 33334

Liaisons:  Vanessa Diaz-Font  &  Rena Udell

(Left: Sandy Lozano Barry, CEO, with Staff and 
our Vanessa delivering Period Packs.)
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CAC 2025-2026 Board of Directors

President
Laura Balistreri-Ahmed

Vice President
Pamela Markus

Treasurer 
Barbara Hume

Recording Secretary
Becky Ford

Welfare
Kristina Bryn

Ways & Means
Belinda McDonald

Membership
Valerie Taylor

Corresponding Secretary 
& Assistant Membership

Janice Bloomfield 

Parlimentarian
Louise Proffer
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1.     President’s Call to Order at 9:30am by President Laura B. 

2.     Devotional – Linda I. 
3.     MOTION to Approve the April Minutes: Linda I., Second Valerie T. ALL in Favor/NONE opposed. 
4.     Membership – Valerie T. 

All Board members present except for Janice B. Members Louise P. and Sandy N. attended. 
A) Coffee and Conversation with prospective members, Randa Flinn, Michele Holtzheuser and Angie 
Graziano, will be scheduled soon.  
B) Secondary Education Students may receive In-Service hours by working with CAC. A letter template to 
schools will be put on the members-only website. 

5.     Ways and Means -Belinda M. 
A) Jacalyn M. brought possible grants available from The Episcopal Church of St. Mary Magdalene and St. 
Martin of Coral Springs, FL. Grant cycle is closed presently. Pam M. will investigate further.  
B) Belmont Village (Valerie T) will hold a campaign on May 29th to benefit CAC from sales and in-kind 
gifts. Belmont residents participated in some activities during April, such as LSH Birthday party and at the 
warehouse making layettes. A sign-up sheet will be made available at the general meeting; needs 5 or 6 CAC 
members to volunteer on May 29th from 2:30 – 5:30pm. 
C) Possible fundraising social for Thursday, October 2nd,2025 or Friday, October 3rd at Sands Harbor in 
Pompano Beach.  W&M committee (Pam M & Tara B.) will contact Sands for pricing and will present at 
general meeting next week.  

6.     Treasurer – Barbara H. 

Checking:  $163,357.10
Schwab:    $270,327.44
Total:         $433,684.54

A)   Credit card payment of $7,944.95 was paid on May 5th.  
B)   Kelle E.’s daughter Megan E. is donating $5,000 to CAC with the condition that it continues as it was 

originally intended – feminine hygiene products such as ‘period packs’. 
C)   Don Taylor Fund of $815 plus future donations to the fund will go to purchasing books about animals 

since Dr. Taylor was a Veterinarian. Valerie T. will handle the acquisition. Books will be used for 
birthday parties and holiday baskets. 

MOTION: To approve spending the Taylor Fund by purchasing books about animals: Linda I. Second: 
Barbara H.  All in favor/NONE opposed.  

7.     Welfare – 
Organizations  - Belinda M.- Discussion ensued regarding how many outside organizations may submit for 
consideration for funding per year and what parameters/conditions need to be set. Proposed one individual 
application per outside organization (non-CAC partner) per fiscal year with a set budget of $10,000.

Children’s Aid Club   
Board Meeting (Google Meet) 

May 13, 2025
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April Report – Kristina B.
Total Organizations: $11,405.48
Total Gift Cards on hand: $0
Special Requests – Tomorrow’s Rainbow (Family therapy sessions): $1,800.00
Emergency Requests – Jones Family, Cross Creek – Louise P., Liaison – Asked for food and gas 
            Cards, Welfare approved $300 in Walmart and $50 Gas GCs. Total: $350.00
Individual Requests – 
A) Ford Family, My Safe Harbor, Marsha T., liaison. Mom injured and behind on rent and utilities. 
Welfare approved paying April & May Rent ($1,350 a month) Totaling: $2,700.00
B) Lebrun Family, PACE, Pam M. Interim Liaison. Homeless mother of 3 children. Lives in her car 
and may take care of her 1yr grandchild. Welfare approved one month of car payment $561.00, $200 Gas 
GC and diapers, clothes, and stroller bought $68.71. Totaling: $830.31
Welfare April Total Expenses: $3,880.31

8.     Corresponding Secretary – Pam M. (Janice B. absent) 
A) Received 4 donations in honor of Valerie's father-in-law, Don Taylor.   Notes were written to Mary Ellen 
and Michael Coen, Cesar and Lily Sucre, Ed Cintron, Carey Goehle and Keith Kaufman. B) In addition, a 
letter was sent to Peter Stramaglia for his continued monthly donation.
C) Irene Feldman was sent a Thank You for the 615 toys, valued at $6,092 that were brought to the warehouse 
on May 1st. 

9.     Unfinished Business -  
A) CASF was a success even though much of the day was rainy. We had 220 raffles, with 46 left since many 
of the 260 golfers left early because of the rain. We don’t know numbers yet. 

10.  New Business – 
A) Laura B. announced Louise Proffer will be our Parliamentarian for 25/26 fiscal year.

B) Spring Social (Jeanne D. and Rena U.) will be at Lago Mar of Ft. Lauderdale on May 20th at 12:15, 
immediately after the general meeting. Must RSVP with entrée selection. 

C) Board Reports will be sent to Laura B. by August 1st and hard copies will be stored in the warehouse. 
D) BPHI will have a Summer Ice Cream Birthday Party. Helpers needed. Time and Date TBA. 
E) Brian’s Bag will be collected next week at the General Meeting. 
Adjournment: 10:56 am MOTION to Adjourn: Valerie T. SECOND: Belinda M.       

Minutes were taken by Recording Secretary Pamela Markus
DRAFT 5/13/25.         Signature:  Pamela Markus.  (electronic signature)  
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7 of Children’s Aid Club   
General Meeting Minutes at BLS Wealth Management

May 20, 2025
1.     President’s Call to Order at 9:34am by President Laura B.  
2.     Devotional – Linda I. 
3.     MOTION to Approve the April Minutes: Linda I., Second Rena U. ALL in Favor/NONE opposed. 
4.     Membership – Valerie T.

All Board members present (Valerie T. on Google Meet); approximately 21 members present, 5 members via 
Google Meet, and two prospective members.
A) Coffee and Conversation with prospective members, Randa Flinn, Michele Holtzheuser and Angie Graziano, 
will be scheduled soon, as well as the Fall Orientation for Heather Knight.  

5.     Ways and Means -Belinda M. 
A) Gore Grant 2024 Report was submitted. 
B) Jacalyn M. brought a grant opportunity sponsored by The Episcopal Church of St. Mary Magdalene and St. 
Martin of Coral Springs, FL. Pam M. reported that she requested the application, and the W&M committee will 

tackle it asap. The Grant is due on Sept. 2nd and awarded on Oct. 24th.   
C) Belmont Village will donate all proceeds of their Legacy of Giving Event to CAC and honor Lifetime 
member, Kitty Vagi. Linda I., Gail, Rebecca S., Pam M., Ghislaine M., Rena U., and Barbara H. volunteer to 

work the info booth from about 2pm to 5pm  on May 29th. Valerie T. will lead the event. 
C) Fall Social has been tabled for further discussion.    

6.     Treasurer – Barbara H. 
Checking:  $164.912.88
Schwab:    $270,327.44
Total:         $435,240.32

A)   Credit card payment of $7,944.95 was paid on May 5th.  
B)   Kelle E.’s daughter Megan E. is donating $5,000 to CAC 

with the condition that it continues as it was originally 
intended – feminine hygiene products such as period packs. Pam M. will lead the project. 

C)   Don Taylor Fund of $1,015 plus future donations to the fund will go to purchasing books about animals 
since Dr. Taylor was a Veterinarian. Valerie T. will handle the acquisition. Books will be used for birthday 
parties and holiday baskets.  

7.     Welfare – Kristina B.
Organizations  - Discussion ensued regarding how many outside organizations may submit for consideration for 
funding per year and what parameters/conditions need to be set. Proposed one individual application per outside 
organization (non-CAC partner) per fiscal year.

April Report – 
Total Organizations: $11,405.48
Total Gift Cards on hand: $0
Special Requests – Tomorrow’s Rainbow (Family therapy sessions): $1,800.00
Emergency Requests – Jones Family, Cross Creek – Louise P., Liaison – Asked for food and gas 
            Cards, Welfare approved $300 in Walmart and $50 Gas GCs. Total: $350.00
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Children’s Aid Club   
General Meeting Minutes at BLS Wealth Management

May 20th, 2025

Individual Requests – 
A) Ford Family, My Safe Harbor, Marsha T., liaison. Mom injured and behind on rent and 
utilities. Welfare approved paying April & May Rent ($1,350 a month) Totaling: $2,700.00
B) Lebrun Family, PACE, Pam M. Interim Liaison. Homeless mother of 3 children. Lives in her 
car and may take care of her 1yr grandchild. Welfare approved one month of car payment $561.00, 
$200 Gas GC and diapers, clothes, and stroller bought $68.71. Totaling: $830.31
Welfare April Total Expenses: $3,880.31
MOTION – to approve the welfare report and all requests: Ghislaine M. Second: Linda I. ALL in 
favor/NONE opposed. 

8.     Corresponding Secretary – Pam M. (Janice B. absent) 
A) Received 5 donations in honor of Valerie's father-in-law, Don Taylor.   Notes were written to Mary 
Ellen and Michael Coen, Cesar and Lily Sucre, Ed Cintron, Carey Goehle and Keith Kaufman. B) In 
addition, a letter was sent to Peter Stramaglia for his continued monthly donation.
C) Irene Feldman was sent a Thank You for the 615 toys, valued at $6,092 that were brought to the 
warehouse on May 1st. 
D) Thank you notes from Tomorrow’s Rainbow, Back to Basics and others were presented. 

9.     Unfinished Business -  Gina J.
A) CASF was a success even though much of the day was rainy. We had 220 raffles, with 46 left since 
many of the 260 golfers left early because of the rain. We don’t know numbers yet. 

10.  New Business – Laura B. 
A) Louise Proffer will be our Parliamentarian for 25/26 fiscal year.
B) Spring Social (Jeanne D. and Rena U.) will be at Lago Mar of Ft. 

Lauderdale on May 20th at 12:15, immediately after the general meeting. 
C) Laura B. requests orders from Delivering-Good.org; i.e., Carter’s 
baby clothes, Easter Eggs, etc. Companies donate to Delivering Good, 
and they ship to charities. 
D) Discussion ensued regarding Holiday Appeal/Baskets regarding 
quantity of presents per child, cost, and perhaps emphasizing guidelines 
for sponsors/members. 

E) President Laura B. gave thank you cards to out-going 
board members; especially, Linda Ianelli who has served 
8 years on the Board and welcomed in-coming board.  
Adjournment: 11:04 am MOTION to Adjourn: Belinda 
M. SECOND: Rena U.         

         Minutes were taken by 
Recording Secretary Pamela Markus  

DRAFT 5/22/25
.        

At May’s General 
Meeting, 

Jacalyn Murray’s 
Office had a 

huge Screen for 
those on Google 

Meet!                               
Marvelous!!
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Belmont Village so generously chose CAC as the recipient of funds raised at 
their beautiful May Gala and Fashion Show, where our dear friend Kitty 
Vagi was honored as the special guest. We are thrilled to share that a total of 
$3,372 was raised!  So many CAC members turned out to support—
answering questions, passing out flyers, and assisting residents as they tried 
on hats, clothing, and gorgeous homemade gifts. It was truly a joyful and 
heartwarming event.  A very special thank you goes to Valerie Taylor and all 
the amazing ladies (too many to name!) who organized, set up, and shined 
their light to make this such a success. 

💛

CAC Fundraising Event

Construction 

Association 
of 

South

Florida

May
2025

Thanks to the hard work 
of Julie Newton, Gina 
Bono-Jenkins, Kelle 
Enriquez and Barbara 
Hume, CAC was able to 
raise $46,092.86 even in a 
thunderstorm! 

It is in part due to the 
generosity of the whole 
staff at CASF! They added 
funds so that the charities 
who helped wouldn’t feel 
‘under the weather’ 
because of the storm. 

Left: Trudy Bieck & Valerie Talyor driving out to the course; Sandy Noonan & Janice 
Bloomfield selling raffles; Julie Newton mananging; Barbara Hume on Raffles; and Allison 
LaRocca and daughter. 

Belmont Senior Living of Fort Lauderdale Gala 
& Fashion Show May 29th, 2025
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Organization Report 
Reporting Period - August 1st, 2024 - July 31st, 20205
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Calling All Liaisons, 

Please review your financial records for 
your organization. If you have records 
dating back to 2018-019 (7+years), 
under the Retention and Destruction 
policy adopted last October, 2024, you 
are permitted to shred all financial 
information such as, check requests, 
supporting receipts/invoices, and 
correspondence. 

If you have records for an organization 
that you are no longer the liaison, 
please forward that information to the 
new liaison for safe-keeping.  

If you keep only digital files, please 
create backup systems, such as icloud 
storage, G-drive, or a USB Flash Drive 
(thumb Drive). Thank you! 

2024–2025 Fiscal Year Wrap-Up: Our fiscal year 
ended on July 31, 2025, with strong results. The 
Club budgeted $150,900 to support 25 
organizations, and we spent $149,750.30. The 
remaining $1,149.70 was returned to the general 
fund—an excellent reflection of both careful 
stewardship and maximized impact.

Special Request Fund: The Special Request Fund, 
with a budget of $16,000, awarded $15,849.02 to 
11 partner organizations. These funds made a 
direct difference by covering needs such as: Car 
seats, Program sponsorships, Financial assistance, 
Exams and eyeglasses, Food gift cards, and School 
supplies.

The Impact: 14,000 Children Helped: The 
numbers are in, and they’re inspiring: during 2024–
2025, 14,000 children were helped through CAC’s 
support. This remarkable figure reflects the 
generosity, dedication, and teamwork of our entire 
community.



CAC Community Impact 

Megan Enriquez 
began this project as a high school 

sophomore, and in May, CAC 
received $5,000 to continue the 

project. By August 1st, 1,605 Period 
Packs had been assembled, and 19 
schools received over 1102 packs! 

The remaining packs are in the 
warehouse for any organization 

needing Period Dignity!

CONTENTS of EACH PACK: 18 pads, one anti-anxiety bracelet with a positive 
saying, and one message (shown above) in two versions (child/adult) and on 
the back, the Spanish translation!

Pam Markus’ House was Operation Period Dignity! Thanks to Heather, Ghislaine and Vanessa for helping!!
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Nova Middle School WON the “We the People: The Citizen and the 
Constiution” Tournament in D.C. 

CAC donated $1800 for a student to travel with the Team! 

CONGRATULATIONS NOVA!

 “Thank you to those of you who donated to Raising The Bar, supporting the Nova Middle 
School law program. They have attained an historic three-peat National Championship in the 

We The People competition!!!” From the Board Members of Raising the Bar.

AND CAC was there to provide the desperately needed 
20 mats for their ESE (Exceptional Student Education) 
Program, so that these 
special students can 
take a much needed 
rest during their school 
day!         SShhh!

Bennett 
Elementary: 
CAC helped this 
Mom get caught 
up in past due bills 
during a month of 
overwhelming 
hardship! 

CAC Community Impact
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Broward 
Partnership for the 

Homeless
Mother’s Day Jewelry 
Boutique and Birthday 
Party! They made wall 

hanger love notes!Thanks 
Valerie and Vanessa 

AND to all who donated 
jewelry!

PRECIOUS SMILES!

CAC Community Impact

God’s Little Lambs: They decorated gifts 
bags and each chose a special item for 
someone special for Mother’s day! There were 
seven Birthdays too! They each got a stuffed 
animal, coloring book and crayons. 
What a WONDERFUL DAY!
Thanks to Ghislaine Martin, Janice 
Bloomfield (Liaisons) with Carole Falkanger 
and Heather Knight always there to assist!! 

The Little Schoolhouse OH the excitement!! The children’s eyes lit up while they carefully chose a 
special necklace. Thanks to all our hardworking liaisons who bring MONTHLY parties to the children. 
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CAC Community Impact 
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Summer Birthday Bash
July 24th, 2025

Carrabas Italian Grill
Thanks to Valerie, Vanessa 

and Rebecca!!

CAC Social Page

May’s Social at Lago Mar was an excellent way to 
celebrate all our hard work! Twenty-two ladies 
enjoyed a lovely seaside lunch with rose petals 
and hors d’oeuvres at the table. Great way to end 
our 24/25 year. Thanks to Rena and Jeanne!!

Gina Bono-Jenkins
9/1

Angie Bizzarro
9/11

Sara Rashti
9/11

Julie Newton
9/24

Mary Mulder
9/29
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CAC Social Page

Summer Favorites from our Members

(above)From Laura Ballistreri-
Ahmed:  “We did cooking classes, 
hiking and ate a lot of gelato on the 
Amalfi Coast of Italy. We walked 
through the markets, ate like kings, 
and rode camels in the desert in 
Marrakesh, Morocco. Then we 
traded in the heat (in Florida and 
Morocco) for the cooler temps in 
Colorado to enjoy days with no 
schedule, horseback rides, playing 
in the rivers, going to the Rodeos 
and lots and lots of ATVing!” 

Summer NewsSummer News

 (Left) From 
Louise Proffer: 

“On Donner Peak 
with Donner Lake 
and the town of 
Truckee, CA in 
the background!”

August, 24, 2025

(Left) From Andra 
(Ferguson) Webb 
at Potlatch Totem 
Park, Ketchikan 
Gateway 
Borough, Alaska.

“This is our new 
favorite place!” 

Equine-Assisted Therapies of South Florida held a 
FUNraiser at a cooking class with Chef Baba, Italian Chef 
and  Marlon Brando impersonator. CAC was proud to 
support Molly Murphy, Executive Director (hugging Janice 
Bloomfield). Ghislaine and Pam got to cook with the Chef, 
and Heather Knight sampled all the delicious dishes made 
right before our eyes! He made soup in under 30 minutes 
from scratch!  “That’s not how you use a spatula!”

From 
Vanessa 
Diaz-Font: 
 
“On our 
pilgrimage 
to Rome, 
Italy this 
June, we 
were able 
to see 

Pope Leo XIV at the public 
audience at St Peter’s Square, 
Vatican City. 
He came to 
greet hundreds 
and to bless 
the foreheads 
of little children 
all while 
standing on his 
Pope’s mobile. 
Later, he gave 
a moving 
speech welcoming all in Italian, 
Spanish, English and Latin! It 
was a beautiful and memorable 
experience for us.”



CAC September 2025       page 21 of 24

🌟

 Special Thank You! 

🌟

A huge thank you to all who so generously 
contributed to the Don Taylor Memorial 
Fund this summer! Thanks to your kindness, we raised an amazing $1,165!

In tribute to Dr. Taylor’s life and career as 
a dedicated veterinarian, the funds will be 
used to purchase animal-themed books 
for children. This meaningful gift will not 
only celebrate his love for animals but also 
spark joy and learning in young readers for 
years to come.

Love, Valerie Taylor

Ghislaine 
personally 
dropped off the 

Award letter to 

the Director of 

Tommorrow’s 

Rainbow, Abby 

Mosher! 

She is 
Thrilled 
and so Thankful 

to CAC!

On May 20th, Jim Crissy, 

director of Our Father’s 

House Soup Kitchen 

gratefully accepted our 

‘Brian Bags’donations, 

named in perpetuity and 

loving memory for Brian 

Ingalls. 

Sandy and Rebecca received a donation of Soothing Crib Mobiles! CAC is so appreciative of ANY and ALL 
support received! THANK YOU! 

From Our Father’s House and the Ulloa Family:  “Thank you for aways being there when we need it. Your support made my 13 year old son Bryan and my 8 year old Kevin’s day. We really appreciate your support and generosity.“



CAC Fundraising  2026
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Little Schoolhouse (LSH)  
Birthday Party 10 am

Contact: Linda Ianelli & Fran English

September Calendar  2025 

Broward Partnership for the 
Homeless (BPHI) 

Please contact Valerie Taylor or Vanessa 
Diaz-Font if you’d like to learn more about 

the montly Birthday Parties for the 
Homeless. 

General Meeting: 9:30 am
Powell Warehouse - 1851 SW 2nd Ave, 

Unit 10, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315
Code is your little Black Yearbook 

Come Early for Meet & Greet!

Board Mtg Via Google Meet at 9:30am
Link will be emailed the night before. 

Tuesday, Sept. 16th

TBA

Wednesday, Sept. 24th

Friday, Sept. 12th

Tuesday, Sept. 9th

God’s Little Lambs (GLL)
Birthday Party 2:15 pm 

Contact: Ghislaine Martin & Janice 
Bloomfield

A Calendar You Can Count On! 
1. Board Mtgs -  second Tuesday of every month 
(except Nov. Dec. is first Tues. & Feb. no mtg). 
2. General Mtgs- every third Tuesday 
(except Nov. & Dec. second Tuesday)  
3. Fiscal year is Aug 1st  - July 31st 
4. Membership Dues  - August 1st. 

Looking Ahead to add to your Calendar: 
Oct. 14th - Board Mtg: Google meet
Oct. 21st - General Mtg: Henderson Behavioral Health
Oct. 31st - (Friday) Halloween
Nov. 1st  -  Horseshoe HoeDown,Equine-Assisted 6pm
Nov. 4th  -  Board Mtg
Nov. 11th - General Mtg: Tomorrow’s Rainbow
Nov. 27th - Thanksgiving
Dec. 2nd -  Board Mtg
Dec. 9th -   General Mtg - Powell Warehouse
Dec. 12th - LYC Bake Sale 9am
Dec. TBA - Holiday Social 
Jan. 13th -  Board Mtg
Jan. 20th -  General Mtg - Hawthorne Clubhouse
Feb 2nd -   TNT Set up 
Feb 3rd  -   TNT 2026 - A Giving Heart Luncheon
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