
Work Begins in Late March to Relocate Utilities on San Martin Bridge
The City of St. Petersburg will begin work March 30 to relocate a drinking water main and wastewater force main currently attached to the San Martin Bridge. These utilities are being moved underneath Riviera Bay to support Pinellas County’s planned bridge replacement, which will improve clearance for boat traffic. Moving these utilities underneath Riviera Bay will strengthen long‑term system reliability, enhance storm resilience and help protect local waterways.
Construction could affect your commute. The San Martin Bridge will be reduced to one lane beginning Monday, March 30, through approximately December 2026. Motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians can expect:
· San Martin Boulevard to be one lane between Weedon Drive NE and Tallahassee Drive NE
· Motor vehicles and bicycles sharing the road in single file
· Temporary traffic signals alternating vehicles across the bridge in both directions and
· Traffic delays with through‑traffic being encouraged to use alternate routes.
Construction Timeline
· Mid‑March: Crews will begin mobilizing equipment along San Martin Boulevard at both ends of the bridge.
· March 30: San Martin Boulevard will be reduced to one lane between Weedon Drive NE and Tallahassee Drive NE
· April 6: Construction begins and will last for approximately eight months, completed in two phases.
· Work hours: 8 a.m.–6 p.m., Monday–Saturday; occasional night or Sunday work may occur
Phase 1 Activities
Phase 1 includes installation of a new drinking water pipeline underneath Riviera Bay using horizontal directional drilling, a trenchless construction method that reduces disruptions to roadways and waterways. Work will be located along the northwest side of the roadway between Weedon Drive NE and Tallahassee Drive NE.
About 1,500 feet of pipe and equipment will be staged along the San Martin Boulevard right of way. Crews will then begin the tunneling process by creating a pilot hole, reaming it to the desired diameter, and then pulling the pipe back through the enlarged hole. This process requires the entire length of the pipe to be laid out on the ground prior to it being pulled through, which will close the sidewalk on the northwest side of San Martin Boulevard. It will also temporarily close Tallahassee Drive NE east of Patica Road NE during pipe fusing and pullback operations; Riveria Bay residents will access the neighborhood using Macoma Drive. 
Once pullback operations begin, work will run continuously for 24-72 hours until the pipe is pulled completely through the tunnel. This could occur over a weekend. 
What Residents Can Expect
· Noise and dust from construction
· Sidewalk closures and pipe staged along the west side of Patica Road from the bridge to Macoma Drive
· Temporary closure of Tallahassee Dr. NE east of Patica Rd. NE. during pipe fusing and pullback
Resident Access & Services
· Homes and driveways will remain accessible at all times.
· Trash, recycling, mail, and other delivery services (Amazon, UPS, grocery delivery, etc.) will continue uninterrupted.
More Information
Visit stpete.org/sanmartinpipelines.com for more information. For questions or concerns during construction call 813-486-0361 or email stpetesanmartinpipelines@gmail.com.

