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1. Preface &Acknowledgments

The originator of Caribou Lodge was William Frederick (Bill) Tingey.

From the material/accounts | have been able to locate, the broad early chronology is:

e In 1910 Bill built a sawmill on the property

e In 1914 Bill's purchase of the property was registered

e In 1918 Bill established a hunting/fishing Lodge on the property

¢ In the late 1920s Bill established the family Lodge

The family Lodge continues to run until the present day in 2026, has been family run and has
and continues to host multiple generations of families for summer vacations.

This book has been prepared to document the Lodge building/grounds/owner history solely for
the enjoyment of those interested and is not intended to be used for any commercial sale.

The book is produced with the permission of the Middleton family, current (2024) owners of
Caribou Lodge.

Credits for accounts of the Lodge history (the detail is in section 7 including the detailed
accounts/relevant excerpts):

https://[thegreatcanadianwilderness.com/business-listings/caribou-Lodge/

Doctors Alberta and William Cross, Life at Wood Lake — 45 years, 1958

Marg Jaroscak narrative in The Vankoughnet Community Quilt 1988
By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W.

Ellen Tingey narrative in The Vankoughnet Community Quilt 1988
By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W.

Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association The Year 2000/50th Anniversary Edition, by Bill Rapson
published in 2002

Graydon Boyes
From The Boyes Family in Oakley Township Muskoka, By Graydon Boyes 2014

Graydon Boyes recollections 2024

Other credits:

Jim Colvin, Lorie Colvin, Andy Heics, Sylvia Heics, Bernie Jaroscak, Bret Jimison, Mary Louise
Learn, Rick Loiacono, Brian Middleton, Heather (Blenkin) Millar, Steve Neville, Ockenden family,
Sharon Pickett, Anne Taylor, John Watts, Vankoughnet Community Library, Wood Lake
Cottagers’ Association Facebook page.

Photo credits are from the sources/people above, and as indicated on the pages, where
applicable.

Permissions for printing of pictures where individuals are identifiable are noted.
June 2024, not to be sold for profit -4


https://thegreatcanadianwilderness.com/business-listings/caribou-lodge/

Reviewers:

Susan Bennett
Irene&Graydon Boyes
Roy Clay

Jim Colvin

Lorie Colvin

Ned Grace

Andy Heics

Bernie Jaroscak

Bret Jimison

Mary Louise Learn
Rick Loiacono
Heather (Blenkin) Millar
Marni Nancekivell
Steve Neville

Randy Rapson

Anne Taylor

Casey Trigiani

John Watts

Special thanks are given to Andy Heics and Bret Jimison for their multiple detailed reviews and
discussions about the book and also to Andy for contributing multiple pictures. Special thanks
are also given to Irene&Graydon Boyes, Jim Colvin, Rick Loiacono, Bernie Jaroscak, Mary
Louise Learn and Heather (Blenkin) Millar, who contributed many pictures for the book, and who
also participated in or facilitated many dialogues relative to the compilation of the material for
the book.

Material for the original book organized by:
Paul LaRue, June 2024

Additional material for the June 2025 edition added solely in section 8
Paul LaRue, June 2025

Additional material for the May 2026 edition added solely in section 9
Paul LaRue, May 2026
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2a. Lodge grounds la out& ke dates
e 3%
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1952 picture, per Wood Lake Cottagers Association Facebook page
1. Original ice house built in 1932, then a pig house, then boat

storage in later years

2. Root house for produce storage, used prior to freezer being

built in the store, rec hall built on this site in 1970s, 2020s
used for storage

3. Cottage later torn down, new rec hall built on/near the site In

the 1970s

Second location of the Ice house

Marina storage

Location where Marina office, parts storage, showroom
building was built

Marina workshop building

A cabin was originally on the site in the 1930s, after that a
one storey boathouse built in mid 1940s, burned down in
mid 1950s. Two storey boathouse built in early 1960s,

June 2024, not to be sold for profit
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burned down in late 1970s.

9 “Mother” tree, had to be taken down 2023

10.Sawmill (1910) and Log cabin (pre-1910) were here

11.Dining room (store is behind this, is not visible in the picture),
both store and dining room functions stopped in 2010s

12.Main Lodge building, originally built as one storey, building
started in 1928. Building moved, then two storey building built
in the same location in the early 1950s

13. At various points, lodging, workshop building, laundry facility

14.Was rec hall, held dances and other events 1940s-70s, is
currently (2024) Holiday House 2 floor cottage rental

15.Hand well

Not visible in the picture is the tennis court across the road from

Holiday House



1 Hilltop chalet, formerly sleeping cabin
2 Wood shed

3 Loon

4 Holiday House, formerly rec hall

5 Workshop

2024 picture

Photo credit: Jim Colvin

6 Main Lodge building, contains The Heron (Lodge Suite)

June 2024, not to be sold for profit
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7 Formerly dining room

8 Formerly store

9 Storage (formerly rec hall, starting early
1970s)

10 Shuffleboard

11 Play area, basketball



2b. Wood Lake maps

’F

- MAr O
WOOD LAKE , ONTARIO

ke Aiae -.!.ﬂ- wren
Length uf Shwsaiing = 11,48 wiley

Dapthe wie thuwn in foet

1 ¥

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -8-



June 2024, not to be sold for profit -9-



3a. Chronologies - Main Lodge& area

On this page the references are to the owner history (section 3), or narratives (section 7).

1879 Henry O’Hara owned the property on the southwest side of Wood Lake, thought to
include Caribou Lodge (ref. 7e)

Late 1800s/early 1900s William Landon purchased the O’Hara property (ref. 7¢)

1900 William Frederick (Bill) Tingey and Isabel Boyes married (ref. 7f)

1910 Bill Tingey built a sawmill on the property (ref. 7d)

1910 Bill Tingey bought the log cabin on the property which was built by the Bell-Ewart
Lumberman for Jim O’Hara (ref. 7e)

1910s Another log cabin existed west of the marina. The back of the cabin was a large rock.
A cavity in the rock was used for cooking (ref. 7e)

1914 Bill Tingey purchase of the property from the Landon family was registered (ref. 3b)
1918 Bill Tingey became the originator and proprietor of Caribou Lodge, a small camp where
hunters could stay (ref. 7f)

1920s (late) Family Lodge established (ref. 7a, 7e)

1920s (late) Main Lodge (one storey) built, building started in 1928 (ref. 7e)

1932 Store built including dining room, laundry house, ice house and generator (ref. 7f)
1935 Bill Tingey launches major promotion, promoting Muskoka Tourist resorts (ref. 7¢e)
1944 Caribou Lodge sold to Jack & Laura Neville, and George & Elsie Blenkin by Bill Tingey
(ref. 3b,7e, 71)

1940s (mid) New dining room built (per pictures)

1940s (mid) One storey boathouse built (per pictures showing the boathouse, prior to new
dining room being built)

1940s (to 1970s) Holiday House was the rec hall and site for dances (multiple sources), until
the new rec hall was built

1950Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association initial discussions about forming were held (ref. 7¢e)
1952-53 Main Lodge 1 storey building where original building did not have a basement, part
of building moved to a nearby location, two storey building with basement built on the site
(per Heather (Blenkin) Millar)

1950s(mid) Boathouse near Lodge burned down

1960s (early) Two storey boathouse built, with lodging on the 2" floor

1960s The two cottages immediately east of the Lodge and four cottages west were
separated from the Lodge (per Steve Neville). The marina and buildings were also
separated from the Lodge (per Heather (Blenkin) Millar)

1969 Caribou Lodge sold by Neville and Blenkin families to Ken and Bonnie Slack (ref.
3b/Owner history)

1972 Caribou Lodge sold by Ken and Bonnie Slack to Otto and Theresa Stampfer (ref.
3b/Owner history)

1970s (early), New rec hall built, based on picture showing rec hall in 1976

1970s (late), Two storey boathouse near Lodge was burnt in a fire (multiple sources)

2002 Caribou Lodge sold by Otto and Theresa Stampfer to Brian Middleton (ref. 3b/Owner
history)

2002 Main Lodge facing updated, deck that spans the complete front width built (Middleton
family)

2010s Decks added to apartments in the main Lodge building

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -10 -



3b. Owner history

The land registry records include dates of registry and in the earlier changes in ownership, these
dates differed from accounts or other references of when ownership changes occurred. In the
chronology if there is a conflict, the accounts or other reference dates are used.

Bill (William Frederick) Tingey: 1914 (in late 1920s established
family lodge)-1944

Date Date Grantor Grantee
of instrument of registry

H3J ‘ﬁ;ﬂf //?lm//n?»u//ymrzW 7 dﬂﬁwﬁ’ t’v;‘%%%

At

Purchase of Lodge property by Bill (William Frederick) Tingey from Landon family. The
purchase was registered in 1914. The property was purchased in 1914, per the previous page
reference, the Family Lodge started in the late 1920s.

Bill Tingey, from The Boyes Family in Oakley Township, by Graydon Boyes 2014
Bill was born in 1875, and passed away in 1958.
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Neville and Blenkin families: 1944 -1969

Date Date Grantor Grantee
of instrument of registry _
453 Tt - /4@*{2%./”{@%/" <l M Avemt_ {
ﬂ.a,.’ h——%
A........za...._ v' 93’/“

Purchase of Lodge property by John Neville and George Blenkin, from B|II Tingey, the purchase
occurred on June 6/1944 (“D-day reference in personal narratives and on back of this picture)

J;d( | I- QM‘Q, EIS \'e,

l°‘r C«Mm Lodge
ODWCJ'\A.SQ.({ on b

Jack Neville, Laura Neville, Elsie Blenkin, George Blenkin
Printed with permission of the family

May 2026, not to be sold for profit -12 - Owner history



Ken & Bonnie Slack: 1969 -1972

v
DATE OF DATE OF
l INSTRUMENT IREGISTHATION | GRANTOR | GRANTEE

' John Roland "Neville, et ux and |
2l Apr 1968 | 12 May 1969 Elsie May Blenkin, the sole B:trix.l Kenneth Slack

I e S s
)4

- of Estate of Eeor‘ge Edward Blenkin,

} E— dec'd, & in their personal capacitids. ! "
AREA CONSIDERATION REMARKS
B e B b ) those parts this lot & ‘1'o£"|_

$1.00 24 desig. as part 1, and all that
part this lot as part 2: All right
oo |- | title & interest of the Grantors
to that part O.R.&, 1¥ing in front
this lot & lot 24 desipg. as part

Tk tpgwith R/W-over this{%ﬂ as part3 on- RD-758% -
v t t
_gg?g p%%.% ‘?rg A:ﬁ:;_ g@‘ﬁ _anérs1 {%"ggi_sf’iogrégsigl_

Purchase of Caribou Lodge by Ken and Bonnie Slack from Neville and Blenkin families

SEORAAT

3

i
i

Ken & Bonnie Slack
Printed with permission of the family

Otto & Theresa Stampfer: 1972 -2002
S | el amwton | o | eeewe |

' A Otto Stampfer & his wife,  Firstly: Parts lots 24 & 25 desi;
Ldan,1972 | 17Apr.1972 Kenneth Slack, et ux  Hheresa Stampfer, as tenants in  as part 1 on RD-758.
' |commen, in equal shares Secondly: Part this lot desig. a:

B SR part 2 onRD-758. . . _
'I’Mrg : ALl right titlzn&flm‘.;
eres part ying

o B ) N lot;sgl. & 25 desig. as part {ogn

e Tog, with over -part_this lot

desig, as :a/:-‘t. e Rbrsg. s 1°

e o o i oo Ruserv, & Subj. to R over

;tsx'i‘s lot daﬁg.t:l nrthz‘dm ?—

» roma er of

— lands in this lot owned by grant.

Purchase of Caribou Lodge by Otto and Theresa Stampfer from Ken Slack
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Brian Middleton & family: 2002 - present

Da?ee %5’2.?33&&%. Part?es from Parties to

_xx [ mn 35) Parties Parties

2002 04 12 STAMPFER, Otto CARIBOU LODGE MUSKOKA INC.
STAMPFER Theresa

Purchase of Caribou Lodge by Brian Middleton from Otto and Theresa Stampfer

‘ot

Brian Middleton with déugh'te’rs Anne (left on the picture), and Karolyn (right)

Brian passed away in January 2026

Brian’s connection to Wood Lake started with spending summers at the cabin his father built on
the North side of the Lake. It was built in 1935, and is still owned by the family. Brian
purchased Caribou Lodge in 2002. With the help of his family, he rebuilt it with care, intention,
and pride. His vision was clear: to honour the families who had been coming to Caribou Lodge
for generations, to preserve the spirit of the place, and to leave a lasting legacy for his own
family. He believed the lodge should be a safe haven—for people who truly loved it, and for
golden retrievers. Among the improvements made were a new well for water, a major
renovation to the Loon (#1), decks, and new washrooms in a number of the cottages. Brian’s
family continues his legacy and lovingly stewards Caribou Lodge.

May 2026, not to be sold for profit -14 - Owner history



3c. 1908 thru 1910s
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1908, a hunting group picture from postcard Bill Tingey sent to his son
Photo credit: Irene & Graydon Boyes
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Bill Tingey’s logs near Wood Lake, logs to be cut at his saw mill on Wood Lake
Photo credit: Irene & Graydon Boyes
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Moving logs on Wood Lake
Photo credit: Irene & Graydon Boyes
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Group picture from days of Caribou Lodge as a hunting Lodge. Bill Tingey is on the far left.
Photo credit: Irene & Graydon Boyes
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3d. 1920s

The tie in to Caribou Lodge of this picture of and letter from Chief Jim Bigwin, is that he sent the letter to Dougald Boyes, asking
that Bill Tingey be asked if he had any deerskins. At the date of the letter the hunting Lodge was in operation.
Photo credit: Irene & Graydon Boyes

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -19 - 1920s



3e. 1930s

COTTACE'S s WooD L AKE
1931 (estimated)

The picture shows what is thought to be a cabin, prior to the original one storey boathouse being built around that location. The
cottages in the background do not have porches on them

e qv] () () ¥ A
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The only reference found where the main Lodge building was referred to as Tingey’s Hotel

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -21 - 1930s



1938
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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3f. 1940s

CARIROU LODGE. WOOD LAKE,

Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn
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1944
Date from copy of picture in The Wood Lake Cottager’s Association The Story of its times The Year 2000 50" Anniversary by
Bill Rapson
Photo credit: Irene & Graydon Boyes

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 25 - 1940s
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1944
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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his picture shoWs the new (at the time) dining'room
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Photo credit: Steve Neville
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Main Lodge still shows as one storey, there is a small cottage/building to the left of the Lodge

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 30 - 1940s
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The property immediately to the west of the Lodge (top part of the plcture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge The entire
picture shown with permission of the current (2024) property owners
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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Store is in the background to the right
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -32 - 1940s



1947
The Lodge owners plus a relative, lake in the background
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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1948
Photo credit: Heather (Blenkin) Millar

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -34 - 1940s



Picture Cfrbm‘ the side of t dining room
Printed with permission of the family
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3g. 1950s
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Jack Neville foreround to the left and George Blenkin far right with a hunting group
Cottage west of the Lodge in the background center of picture, Marina building to the right
Photo credit: Steve Neville, Sharon Pickett
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2"d |ocation of Ice House to the left, Marina storage to the right
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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CARII JDGE, WOOD LAKE, ONTAR

Point to the west of the Lodge, west of where the current (2024) Caribou docks and Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association docks are
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1950
2"d |ocation of Ice House to the left, Marina storage to the right
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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Lodge grounds — looking out over Lake
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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Marina storage building to the left, Marina workshop building to the right, Cottages west of the Lodge in the background
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -42 - 1950s



1951
From Hand well, view towards lake
Photo credit: Heather (Blenkin) Millar
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CARIBOU LODGE, WOOD LAKE, MUSKOKA, ONTARIO

1952, per Wood Lake Cttagers’ Association Facebook page
The property immediately to the west of the Lodge (right part of the picture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge. The entire
picture shown with permission of the current (2024) property owners

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -44 - 1950s



CARIBOU LODGE, WOOD LAKE, VANKOUGHNET, ONT.

1956, per reference in Muskoka digital archives postmark
Canadian Post-Card Co. Ltd. Toronto
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CARIBOU LODGE, WOOD LAKE, VANKOUGHNET, ONT.

The property immediately to the west of the Lodge (left part of the picture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge. The entire
picture shown with permission of the current (2024) property owners

June 2024, not to be sold for profit
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Lodge from the water
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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3h. 1960s

. Jrerial view of Caribou [,nge WOOD LAKE , MUSKOKA, ONTARIO U,

HUNTSVILLE, MUSKOKA

The property immediateﬁ/ to the west of the Lodge (left part of the picture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge. The entire
picture shown with permission of the current (2024 ) property owners

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -48 - 1960s



Peterborough Postcard Co
Ski jump constructed by Nelles Lishman, per Jim Colvin
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Peterborough postcard company (and what looks like same picture shown labelled as circa 1965, WLCA 50t anniversary, 2000)
Mid 1960s, showing two storey boathouse. The plane to the left of the boathouse was owned by one of the Lodge owners, Jack
Neville.
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Lodge from the water

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -51- 1960s



1969

From Lodge grounds looking out on Wood Lake to point
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
From Lodge grounds towards boathouse
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Showing Marina workshop and Marina office, parts storage, showroom buildings
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Public washrooms
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Accommodations behind the Main Lodge building (later workshop)
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Cabin behind the store, near the area where the rec hall built in the 1970s is located
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Showing 2" |ocation of ice house and marina storage in background
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Showing Marina office, parts storage, showroom to the right, storage and ice house to the left
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 60 -




CARIBOU LODGE Telephone 645-4841

VANKOQUGHNET P.O.
Muskoka, Ontario

April 20th, 1969

Dear Friends:

This is to inform you that Caribou Lodge on Wood Lake, Muskoka has been
sold to Mr. Kenneth Slack, who will take possession as of May 1st, 1969,

As you know we have owned and operated Caribon Lodge for the past 24
seasons. We shall miss it, but are happy that it will be in such good hands. Mr. and
Mrs. Slack are both formerly Air Canada employees, who are well known for
serving the public needs, and are coming to Caribou as newlyweds.

To those to whom this letter is being sent we say a sincere *“Thank You™ for
all the different ways in which you have helped us. There are many—guests,
salesmen, service, newspaper and bank people, neighbors, pre-season helpers and

many others—{riends all. How fortunate we have been! Please be as good to the

Slacks as you have been to us.

As for us, we are building a new home in the Wood Lake district, Jack
planning on maintaining the Marina service and repairs on Wood Lake.

Most sincerely,
j//‘ . 7 M

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Neville

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -61 - 1960s



3i. 1970s

CARIBOU LODGE Telephone 645-4841

VANKOUGHNET P.O.
Muskoka, Ontario

April 21, 1972

Dear Friends:

This letter is to inform you of the sale on April 15, 1972,
of Caribou Lodge to Mr, & Mrs, Otto Stampfer.

Mr, & Mrs. Stampfer, along with their family, Gary 16,
Renate 12 and Robert 22 months, and Mrs, Stampfer's mother
Mrs. Rohatsch have taken up residence at the lodge and are looking
forward to a successful future on Wood Lake, Knowing all the help
they will receive from everyone they come in contact with in the
area, we are sure that they will have the greatest success in their
venture,

Mr. Stampfer's background as a Real Estate agent in
Toronto and a cabinet maker, along with his wife's past experience
in administration and Mrs. Rohatsch's abilities as a professional
chef make them amply qualified to operate Caribou Lodge.

To all the friends this letter is sent to, customers,
cottagers, tradesmen and neighbours, we wish to thank you for
making our 3 years at Caribou Lodge ones we will look back on
with many fonds memories,

As for our future, Ken is once again back with Air Canada
and we are planning on settling in the Toronto area, However, as
we still hope to spend some time in the Wood Lake area we hope we
will not lose touch with you all,

Most sincerely,

%)2/);“ s /g-ff' M

Mr., & Mrs, Ken Slack
Bonnie and Ken’s last letter:

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -62 - 1970s



Showing two storey boathouse and marina workshop building to the rear
Photo date & credit: Andy Heics
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1974
Caribou Lodge and Marina
Photo credit: Sylvia Heics
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1976
Water ski competition at 1976 regatta

Photo credit: Sylvia Heics
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Postcard reverse side
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1976
Store
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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1976
Rec hall
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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1976 Caribou Lodge marina from Lodge looking out to Wood Lake, showing two storey boathouse and Marina workshop and
Marina office, parts storage, showroom buildings
Photo credit: Andy Heics

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 69 - 1970s



3j. 1980s

1983
Main Lodge building, dining room, and store
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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1983
Marina workshop and Marina office, parts storage, showroom building
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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1983
2"d |ocation of ice house and marina storage buildings
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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3k. 1990s

1990
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Dining room, store, phone booth
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -74 - 1990s
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This bench in the foreground was carved by Otto Sfampfef, out of a large tree that was taken down. The tree was near the tennis
court.
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~ July 1995
Lodge after storm
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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3l. 2000s

2002
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Caribou Lodge

R.R. 3, BRACEBRIDGE, ONTARIO P1L 1X1
(705) 645-5634 « (416) 448-2351

Terontoe Feb, 10 2002

Dear friends,

As every year around this time we are sending out greetings to
all our guests with a reminder to confirm your tentative booking
for the upcoming summer seascn. We hope you all had a good
winter so far and we look forward to an early spring.

As most of you know we had the Lodge up for sale since last
summer. There were several offers however none materialized
intoc a deal.

This weekend we finished negotiating a new offer with the last
initials the deal was made and the Lodge is now sold to
Mr. Middleton and his family.

Mr. Middleton is operating a successful business in Goderich
Ontario however the love for Muskoka brought him back to

Wood Lake were he spent some summers of his younger years at
his families cottage. His father was one of the early cottage
owners on the lake.

The new owners intend to operate the Lodge as we did for many
years and they are looking forward to meet you all this
summer.

Theresa, Robert and I would like to take this opportunity to
thank you all for your support and for being our friends

over sSo many years. “THANK YOU VERY MUCH" and we do hope that
you will continue to spend scme more happy days at the Lodge.

To confirm your tentative booking for the coming season
please complete the back portion of the brochure and return
the same to us with deposit on or before March 15th.

Thank you. Please make cheque or money order payable to
Caribou Lodge.

We hope that you all will have a funfilled and pleasant heoliday
as always at the Lodge on lovely Wood Lake.

Sincerely, ?
o D
o Z’ g.%/’iz-a

Otto and Theresd/Stampfer
Otto/Theresa last letter

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 80 - 2000s



2002
Lodge with new front and porch
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2007
Workshop at rear of Main Lodge building, and side wall of public washrooms
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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2007
Rear of Main Lodge building
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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2007
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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2007
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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2007
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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3m. 2010s

2010
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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Caribou
Lodge
West Bay

2010
Showing the entirety of Wood Lake, Caribou Lodge is on the shore
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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2010
Caribou Lodge property, east (left) to west (right)
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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3n. 2020s

2022

Rec hall
June 2024, not to be sold for profit -90 - 2020s



2023
Hand well
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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2024
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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2024
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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2024
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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4a. Cottages&Beach

The layout on this page is annotated from a 1980s brochure
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Bear

#12

The six cottages starting east of
Holiday House, were originally
named #7 through #12. This is
thought to be because #1 through
#4 were cottages west of the
marina that were sold off in the late
1960s, then #5 and #6 were the
cottages near the store, and one of
the apartments in the main Lodge.
The cottages were renamed to #1 -
#6 in the late 1960s, then to the
Loon, Buckhorn, Beaver, Wolf,
Moose and Bear in 2004.

The Birch cottage was originally the
“cottage on the point”, then #7 for a
period of time, and finally named
the Birch in 1982.

The Cedar and Maple have always
had the same/original names.

The pump mechanism (the “pump
house” near the Birch) pulled water
from the lake and pumped it up the
hill to the water tower for storage.
Each cottage had a water line
coming down the hill from the tower
- allowing for gravity fed water.



4b. Cottages chronology

1920s — 1930s The “cottage on the point” (later named #7, then the Birch), and the six cottages south of the road and
starting east of Holiday House (previously rec hall) were built. These dates are a guess and are based on:

e Activity by Bill Tingey e.g. building store (1932) and launching promotion (1935) (ref. 7f)

e All pictures going back to the 1930s, show the cottages

e Reference from Graydon Boyes in narratives section (7f) that his father Claude built a number of the cottages
1920s — 1930s (through late 1960s) Four cottages originally to the west of the property and two cottages to the east of the
property, were part of Caribou Lodge

1920s — 1930s (through late 1960s) The six cottages starting to the east of Holiday House (earlier was rec hall) were
labeled as #7-#12

1940s (early) Porches put on six cottages starting to the east of Holiday House. Per pictures from the 1930s, these
cottages did not originally have porches

1946 There was water to the small cottages, but no hydro (ref. 7e)

1950 (approximately) Bathrooms were added to the cottages, so outhouses were no longer used

1960s (late) six cottages to the south of the road staring immediately east of Holiday House (earlier rec hall) were
renumbered #1-#6

1970s — 1980s Side extensions added to Wolf/#4, Moose/#5 (1960s pictures show both cottages without additions)
1982 Maple and Cedar cottages built

1982 (approximately) The Birch was named, previously it was #7 and the “cottage on the point”

2000s (early) In the cottage area, the pump house near the Birch, and water tower behind the Wolf/#4/#10 were removed
as the source for water for the cottages and replaced with well water as the source

2004 Cottages #1 - #6 given names (Loon, Buckhorn, Beaver, Wolf, Moose and Bear)

2005 Large addition and deck put on Loon/#1

2005 Deck added to Birch

2011 “Sitting” dock built in water in front of Maple and Cedar

2013 Bear/#6 and Buckhorn/#2 decks added

2014 Cedar & Maple cottage decks added

2015 Beaver/#3, Wolf/#4, Moose/#5, decks added

2016-2020 Beaver/#3, Wolf/#4, Moose/#5 bathrooms remodeled

2021 Bear/#6 bathroom remodeled

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -97 -



4c. 1930s

1938
From looking at other pictures, this appears to be Loon/#1, #7 at the time
Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -98 - 1930s



1938
From looking at other pictures, this appears to be Loon/#1, #7 at the time. One of the sleeping cabins is visible between the
cottages
Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -99 - 1930s



Looking down from the easternmost sleeping cabin, towards the lake past Wolf/#4, #10 at the time
Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 100 - 1930s
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CARIBOU LOUGE WOOD LAKE, MUSKOKA ONTARIG

1948
Wolf/#4, #10 at the time
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From.the water to the WoIf/#4,‘#10 érthe time
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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On steps of Loon/#1, #7 at the time
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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Frdrﬁ te beach, towards the Birch (.
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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Photo credit: Befnie Jaroscak
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1946
Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn
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CARIBOU LODGE, WOOD LAKE, MUSKOKA, ONTARIOQ

Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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4e. 1950s

On steps of Wolf/#4, #10 at the time
Photo credit: Ockenden family
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Looking out past oin where Birch (“cottage on the point” at the time) is
Photo credit: Ockenden family
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On dock, background is area where Cedar anMapIe were built, Birch (“cottage on the point” at
the time) is to the right
Photo credit: Ockenden family

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 111 - 1950s



On steps of Birch, “cottage on the point” at the time
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -112 - 1950s
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Looking towards beach, cottages Bear/#6 to the left #12 at the time, Moose/#5 to the right, #11 at the time
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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1956
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -114 - 1950s



1956, per reference in Muskoka digital archives postmark
The three cottages circled in red were in back of the other cottages and were called “sleeping cabins”, as they had bedrooms but
not cooking facilities
Canadian Post-Card Co. Ltd. Toronto

-

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -115 - 1950s



4f. 1960s
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Wolf/#4, #10 at the time
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Printed with permission of many of the people in the picture
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1969
At beach, before trees at eastern edge of property were planted
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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Birch (“cottage on the point” at the time), with platform with diving board in the water. The cottage in the background at the far left
of the picture is believed to be the Beaver/#3, the Maple and Cedar were not built yet.
Photo credit: Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association Facebook page

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -120 - 1960s



Birch (“cottage on the point” at the time)
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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Wood shed behind Loon (#1 at the time)
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Moose (#5 at the time), owner’s truck in front
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -123 - 1960s
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Sleeping cabin
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Loon (#1 at the time)
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1969
Buckhorn (#2 at the time)
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1972
Holiday House
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1972
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1972
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono
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1972

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -130 - 1970s



4h. 1980s

1980
One of the sleeping cabins
Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn
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1987
View across lake with Birch to the left

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -132 - 1980s



4i. 1990s

1992
Outhouse near Wolf/#4/#10, no longer in use at this time
Photo credit: Bret Jimison

June 2024, not to be sold for profit




1990
Road towards Cedar
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

1994
Wolf/#4
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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1995
Bear/#6
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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4. 2000s

2001
Wolf/#4
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

2003 Birch

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 136 - 2000s



Cedar, Maple, Birch
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2003
Bear/#6
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2004
Water slide
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2005
Loon/#1 with addition
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 140 - 2000s



Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Cedar (front deck not yet built)
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2007
“Jumping off” dock
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2007

Looking towards the Birch
Photo credit: Richard Loiacono
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2007
Beaver/#3
Photo credit: Richard Loiacono
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2009
Bear/#6 (deck not yet built)
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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4k. 2010s

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 147 - 2010s



2010
Cedar, Maple, Birch (Cedar Maple dock not yet in place)
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

Moose/#5 (deck not yet built)
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 148 - 2010s



2010
Cedar before deck built

Maple before deck built

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 149 - 2010s



2013
Holiday House

June 2024, not to be sold for profit




2013
Bear/#6 with deck
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

2013
Buckhorn/#2 with deck
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -151 - 2010s



2013
Cedar and Wolf/#4 from water

2013
Maple from water

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -152 - 2010s



2013
Moose/#5 no deck

2014
Cedar with deck

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 153 - 2010s



2014
In front of Cedar before & after brush cleared
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2014
Beach
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

June 2024, not to be sold for profit
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Moose/#5 with deck
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2019
Cedar and Birch
Photo credit: Caribou Lodge Muskoka Facebook page

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 157 - 2010s



2019
Looking out on Wood Lake past dock at the Birch
Photo credit: Caribou Lodge Muskoka Facebook page

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 158 - 2010s



2019
Looking towards Cedar, Maple and Birch
Photo credit: Caribou Lodge Muskoka Facebook page

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 159 - 2010s



Cedar & Maple, with “sitting” dock in front

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 160 - 2010s



Looking down from Wolf/#4 over Wood Lake

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 161 - 2010s
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From the front of the Birch, Id&king down the path towards the Maple and Cedar S
Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn
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41. 2020s

2020
Beach area
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2022
Wolf/#4
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2022
Moose/#5
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2022
Holiday House
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From Caribou beach looking out over Wood Lake
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Birch cottage
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2024
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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2024
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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2024
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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5. Brochures& menus

Restaurant menu header page from approximately 1950
Credit: John Watts
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Restaurant menu from approximately 1950
Credit: John Watts
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Holiday at . . .

C o

WOOD LAKE
Vankoughnet Muskoka Ontario
Mhwee  Bracehridge w002

June 2024, not to be sold for profit

Dining Hoom 1In Lodge

Large Furniahed
COTTAGES

Compriving three bed rooms, dinlng room, kitchen
unid Marge glassed and sereened In verandah, hydro,
ranning water, spring mattvosses, linen, blanketa,
with jce and boat supplied, Complete cooking
oquipment with exception of silverware.

RATES: Mooth — $150.00
Week 4000
1 R UUPOV— 6.00

Small Furnished

COTTAGES

Cosoprising two bedrooms, Kitehen and karge
scroenod  vernndah., Equipment smd  furnishings
sapplied exactly as with large cottages

RATES: Momth — _______ $11000
Weeok — 40,00
1 | R S — .00

Extra Cots per week $6.00

Cottages with inslde convenlences
$2.50 per week uxtea

From 1950s

ROOM and BOARD

In Calins amd Lasdge Howmis
Single e 000 per week
5.00 per day
Donbile . 2150 per werk

450 per day
CHILDREN UNDER TEN YEARS
ROOM AND BOARD

Single R——— ) 1T g T
Dovble e 16,50 per week
CLUBHOUSE ROOMS
Hoom and Howrdd
Single . — 22750 per week

4.50 per day
Double . 8500 per week
4.00 per day

BOATS and MOTORS
Row Boats and Canoos et 10O per day, up
6.00 por week, up
Motars, — — . 10,00 por week, up

195 par day, up

MEALS

Broakfunst SIHIUSN |
Dinner — 1.25
Bupper e 100

Sale  Saondy Peach

Credit: Bernie Jaroscak

-173 -
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CARIBOU LODGE

Wood Lake — Vankoughnet
Phone 645-4841
RATES

Cottages

Day Week Month
{4 wks.)

Lobee AvartMent $9.50 $60.00 $225.00
(2 bedreom)

Loner. Rooy 400  18.00

Larce Corrace . 950 6000 225.00
Swmary. Corrace .. 800 50.00 190.00
Boatuouse Arr. . 950 60.00 225.00

(Above have inside contventiences, eleciric
o) propene cooking and heating facilities.
Are equipped for housekeeping with the ex-
ception of sidverware. All bedding sup-

plied.)

Sreepine CABINS .
1 Bedroom ........co.n. 500 $25.00
2 Bedroom ... 600 30.00
Extra Cots ....ccccon « 100 300

A boar is NOT included in above vates for
coltages.

When making reservations please state pre-
ference as to boats and motors.

Boats and Motors

Day Week
BoARS: g RS $2.50 $12.00
Morors, (5% hp.) e 250  12.00

(Gas and Oil available).

Meals

Qur diningroom is open from the last
Saturday in June until Labor Day.

1960s

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 176 -



1973 Newsletter referencing Caribou Lodge
Credit: John Watts
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CARIBOU LODGE

RA #3, BRACEBRIDGE — MUSKOKA, ONTARID
PHONE 705-845-5834

ACCOMMODATIONS AND RATES

Lodge

Two bedroom Apartment
par day $ 18—
par wesk $ 85—
4 persons

Lakeview Holiday Hoyse
Three bedroom Apartmant

par day $ 20—
per weak 10—
6 parsopa

Large Cottage

Two bedroom
per dey $ 18—
per week $ 80—
4 persons

CoMages

Two bedroom
per day $ 18—
per week $ 70—
4 persons

Each Additional Person — By Arrangement
$1.00 per day plus $2.50 8ed Linen

have Inside convenlences, electric cooking

1974

June 2024, not to be sold for profit -178 -



June 2024, not to be sold for profit

Caribou Lodge

R.R. 3, BRACEBRIDGE, ONTARIO PiL 1X1

(705) 645-5534 + (416) 449-2351

RATES OF ACCOMMODATION 1994
LODGE TWO BEDROOM UNIT PER
{(FOUR PERSONS) PER
THREE BEDROOM UNIT PER
(SIX PERSONS PER
FOUR BEDROOM UNLT PER
(EIGHT PERSONS) PER
HOLIDAY HOUSE DN. THREE BEDROOM UNIT PER
(S1X PERSONS) PER
HOLIDAY HOUSE UP. THREE BEDROOM UNIT PER
(SIX PERSONS) PER
THE BIRCH TWO BEDROOM COTTAGE PER
(FOUR PERSONS) PER
THE MAPLE TWO BEDROOM COTTAGE PER
(FOUR PERSONS) PER
THE CEDAR THREE BEDROOM COTTAGE PER
(SIX PERSONS) PER

COTTACGES # 1/2/3

COTTAGES # 4/5

COTTAGE # 6

HILLTOP CHALET

TWC BEDROOM COTTAGES
{FOUR PERSONS)

TWO BEDROOM)
(FOUR PERSONS)

TWO BEDROOM COTTAGE
(FOUR PERSONS)

ONE BEDROOM COTTAGE
(TWO PERSONS)

PER
PER

PER
PER

PER
PER

PER
PER

DAY....$ 65.00
WEEK...$375.00

DAY....$ 75.00
WEEK...$$410.00

DAY....% 85.00
WEEK...$440.00

DAY....$ 75.00
WEEK...$440.00

DAY....§ 75.00
WEEK...$425.00

DAY....% 75,00
HEEK...3470.00

DAY....$ 70.00
WEEK...$445.00

DAY ...$ 75.00
WEEK...$470.0C0

DAY....3 65.00
WEEK...$370.00

DAY....$ 70.00
WEEK. .. $425.00

DAY....$ 65.00
WEEK...$380.00

DAY....% 50.00
WEEK...$290.00

EACH ADDITIONAL PERSON BY ARRANGEMENT ONLY §6.00 PER DAY.
SPECIAL OFF SEASON RATES, MAY & JUNE 20 % OFF. AFTER
LABOUR DAY WEEKEND 20 % OFF. DISCOUNTS DO NOT APPLY ON
LONG WEEKENDS DR FOR SINGLE NIGHT ACCOMMGDATIONS.

ALL RATES ARE SUBJECT TO PROVINCIAL SALES TAX AND G.S.7T.

1994 Price list

-179 -
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Location

From Toromtor  Take the 400 north to highway
11 Follow 11 vo the highwas 1IN tuenall; tuen
right oo Hwy 1IN cast sowaeds Vankoughiet
travel ot the 1IN Jor 22 Kilometers to Oukley
Crescemt (Tormerly Wood Lake Rowd #3). Tuen
left ante Ohakley Cresent, then turn beft sgun
oats Cartbou Road, and [ollow it towards the
lake. Cartbou Lodge bs st the end of the road on
your vight. W look forward to secing you!

f
/ xXpcecrience

/ y
AT ’/// (’t/}:(‘./

Caribou Lodge, Muskoka

2005 brochure

- 180 -

1200 Caribou Rd
RIS Rracebridge, On
FiL X
(705) 085654+ | ik BRE 1164
www. miskhoka.com/ cariboulodge
caribuulidged mushobacom




Winter at Caribou Lodge

Recreation

Cartbou Lodge invites you to spend your days relaxing
m our sandy beach overlooking beautiful Wood Lake.

For our more active guests, Caribou Lodge offers sev-

' eral summer and winter activities: fishing, four-
wheeling, skiing, snowmobiling, hiking, boats, canoe,
horseshoe pits, badminton and tennis on our own pri-
vate court. We are located on O.F.S.C. trall “B”, near
several golf courses, and our docks provide loading

facilities for watercrafts free of charge

1200 Canbou Rd

KRvs bc-:zbn;"_ L)N

il

1 BO6-888-1166 0r [J07) 455654
[Fan (708} 6960102

wws mnishoha com/canbardodge
clnboulod"ﬂnuﬂ.nha:n

Scenic view of the Birch
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6. “Mother” tree
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2023 (June) - “Mother” tree comes down, struck by lightning decades earlier
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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7. Narratives/traditions

a. At https://thegreatcanadianwilderness.com/business-listings/caribou-Lodge/:
Since 1910, guests have felt the gentle lure to experience new adventures in the magnificent
wilderness surroundings of Caribou Lodge on scenic Wood Lake in Muskoka. The Caribou
Lodge property was first established as a sawmill and as the years went by, it gradually went
from lumbering to the tourist industry. By 1930, Caribou Lodge had grown from a hunting and
fishing camp to a family Lodge with guests returning year after year

b. Life at Wood Lake — 45 Years
By Doctors Alberta and William Cross — 1958

Page 1 reference

At that time (summer of 1913) Bill Tingey had a log house near the well at Caribou Lodge and a
saw-mill about where the boat storage house stands. The log house referred to was originally
owned by Jim O’Hara. He sold it to Mr. Landon, the father of Mrs. Harry Rice.

Page 2 reference
Bill Tingey bought it (log cabin) and was occupying it when we first came up.

c. Marg Jaroscak narrative in The Vankoughnet Community Quilt 1988

By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W.

Page 62 references

Bell at Caribou Lodge

... We had no hydro or running water in the cottage at that time (1946).

... The bell was on a post in front of the kitchen window. Many of the children pulled the rope
that rang the bell for the tourists to come for their meal.

d. Ellen Tingey narrative in The Vankoughnet Community Quilt 1988
By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W.

Page 63 Page 64

from Ryde Township who came to Oakley to work in the
lumber business. He metand married Isobel Boyes, the boss
daughter.

Eventually he bought the Wood Lake property, now known
as Caribou Lodge. and in 1910 built a sawmill there. His wife
cooked for the men who worked for him. At that time, they lived
in a log cabin built by an original setdler, an Englishman named
Mr. O'Hara.

Like all lumbermen in the area. William moved around a
lot, cutting logs and driving them to the mill on Wood Lake
The bark was pecled from the logs and drawn by horses to the
tannery in Bracebridge. Then the logs were sawn into lumber
at the lake

Prior to this he had been caretaker at Longford Reserve for
awhile. where he worked for some American tourists.

Thc original owner of Caribou Lodge was William F. Tingey

June 2024, not to be sold for profit

As the years went by, he gradually went from lumbering to
the tourist industry. His first wife died in 1925, leaving him with
three children, Harold, Clifford, and Ellen. Then in 1930 he
married the second time to Edith (Robson) Dixon, who had eight
children of her own. Together, with the help of their children
and much hired help, they went from a hunting and fishing camp
to a family lodge, with people returning year alter year.

In 1932 they built a store, dining room, laundry house, ice
house and generator building. In 1945 they sold to Laura and
Jack Neville and Elsie and George Blenkin, and moved to
Bracebridge. Subsequently, the Lodge was sold in 1969 to Bonnie
and Ken Slack, then in 1972 to the present owners, Theresa and
Outo Stampher.
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e. From Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association The Year 2000/50t" Anniversary Edition
By Bill Rapson 2002

Page 4 references

In 1879, property owners abutting Wood Lake were J.R. Silliman and Henry O’Hara on the
southwest, and Jas. Wells on the Northwest

William Landon purchased the O’Hara property to be near Wood Lake for logging, but he died of
typhoid. William F. Tingey was the next owner, and his legacy was to be Caribou Lodge.

Page 5 references

William F. Tingey of Caribou Lodge became a director of the newly formed Muskoka Tourist
Development Association in 1935 and took Wood Lake beyond Ontario to the United States. In a major
promotion, more than 5,400,000 newspapers circulated information and maps provided by the
Association in American cities surrounding the Great Lakes to encourage visitors to come to Muskoka
tourist resorts. The Association presented Muskoka in all its beauty from east to west and the following
year, Caribou Lodge reported that his resort was filled all summer, through to October. The successful
result of this advertising was the beginning of the U.S. migration to Wood Lake.

Page 6 references

Laura (Neville) recalled that when they bought the Lodge, there was water to the small cottages,
but no hydro. The guests cooked on pot-bellied stoves and used concrete boxes dug into the
ground to keep the food cool. When they put electricity into the cottages, small electric stoves
were installed.

P.11 references

There is a big rock
between Dr. Day’s boathouse and Caribou Lodge which Mr. O"Hara used as a back-wall in building his
first cabin. A cavity in the rock served as a fireplace for cooking. The floor was of earth. Their first
three children were born and raised there. Later the Bell-Ewart Lumberman, from the depot that was
located between Emie Conway’s house and the lake, came down on Sundays and built the log cabin for
Mr. O’Hara. Will Tingey bought it in 1910 and was occupying it when we first came up.

Page 14 references
During the summer of 1950, the seeds of the Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association were sown.

Page 17-18 references
On the site of today’s Caribou Lodge, there stood at the time a log cottage occupied by the late
William F. (Bill) Tingey, who operated a sawmill nearby.

He (Bill) began to build the original Caribou Lodge about 1928 and by 1940 had developed a
flourishing summer Lodge business.

Page 19 references

Jack and George purchased Caribou Lodge from Bill Tingey on “D” day, and in time completely
rebuilt or replaced the original buildings.
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f. Graydon Boyes
From The Boyes Family in Oakley Township
By GraydonBoyes2014

Page 269 references
Bill (Tingey) and Isabel Boyes married Dec. 20/1900. Isabel passed away in 1925.

In 1918, he (Bill) became the originator and proprietor of Caribou Lodge, a small camp where
hunters could stay while they took part in seasonal hunting.

Page 270 references
In 1930, Bill married for the second time. His second wife was the former Edith Robinson.

They went from a hunting and fishing camp to a family Lodge with people returning year after

year. In 1932 they built a store, dining room, laundry house, ice house and generator building.
The Tingeys sold Caribou Lodge to Jack and Laura Neville and George and Elsie Blenkin and
then moved permanently into Bracebridge.

Page 271 references

The sawmill on Wood Lake was replaced with a hunting and fishing Lodge and eventually
turned into an attractive and viable summer resort which he (Bill) named Caribou Lodge. This
Lodge on Wood Lake is still operating today.

Carshow Lonllge a0 & wreorvd shen cvmed and opvrined My the Nagpey Famty
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g. Graydon Boyes recollections Feb. 2024, next two pages

For references for the attached material, Graydon’s great grandfather was Thomas Boyes.
Thomas had eleven children, and one of Thomas’ daughters was Isabel, who married
BillTingey, the originator of Caribou Lodge. That makes Graydon the great nephew of Bill and
Isabel. One of Isabel’s brothers was Dougald, who was Graydon’s grandfather. One of
Dougald’s sons was Claude, who is Graydon'’s father.

Bill Tingey years

When the saw mill was dismantled, Graydon remembers going with his Father and seeing large
wooden rollers on site (where the boat launching area is now). These rollers were used at the
mill to roll the lumber (or slabs) from the mill works in the early 1940’s.

A fire burned through the area east of and relatively close to Caribou Lodge in the early 1910s
(era 1913, Longford and Oakley). It burned down a number of houses, Toll family house burned
down but the Boyes homestead was spared because of the persistence of Thomas, Graydon’s
great grandfather (and the help of a worker from Longford).

After the fire, permission was given to cut down the trees between Oakley and Longford lines
thus straightening the road and making the roadway more accessible.

The logs were taken to Tingey’s mill at Caribou and sawed into lumber. This lumber was used
to rebuild some of the houses burned in the fire.

Many people fled the fire — some had wagons loaded with possessions — ending up at Caribou
landing where Wood Lake offered a sense of protection from the fire.

This is recorded in a booklet (ref. 7b) written by Drs. William and Alberta Cross who had
property on the lake. They eventually built a cottage off Fox Point Road.

In 1910s and 1920s, Bill Tingey and Isabel (Boyes)Tingey built Caribou into a hunting and
fishing resort which eventually became Caribou Lodge — a cottage resort. Isabel was known as
(Aunt) Bella. She worked at cooking excellent meals while Bill was responsible for guiding
hunting and fishing groups.

Isabel died at 52 years of age in 1925. Bill married Edith Dixon (a widow who had several
children). The resort was increased with buildings added and meals were then served at the
main building. Edith was the main cook. Graydon knows his father Claude (and a man named
Russel) worked at building many of the cottages on site.

Neville and Blenkin years

Jack and Laura Neville, George and Elsie Blenkin bought the property. Laura and Elsie were
sisters. The Boyes family had a close association with the Neville and Blenkin families.

Jack had been an airplane mechanic during WWII — servicing Mosquito bombers which had
Rolls Royce engines. Jack was foreman of a four man team.
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Jack eventually owned his own small plane and took local kids on rides — naturally this was an
amazing treat.

In these years, the Neville and Blenkin families:

- continued to serve meals to the resort guests and cottagers on the lake

- established the Marina

- hosted the Regatta which was held each summer with many events (though the Regatta was
not open to general public, the Councillors of Oakley and families were invited to attend)

Since George and Jack had both played recreational hockey, they were interested in community
endeavours in outdoor sports. They would clear off the ice — (large area) on the lake to provide
a skating rink for the community and thickened the ice also for refrigeration use.

Wood Lake had been used for ice recovery for years when electrical refrigeration was
unavailable.

Jack and George purchased a Mercury station wagon to provide transportation to Bracebridge
for high school students (previously students would have had to board in town to attend school).
Later a small bus was purchased and they took turns driving to town.

Jack also drove the township snow plow, a second person had to drive along (usually George)
who could raise or lower the “wing” part of the truck.

Events held at Caribou included:

1. Square dances — held in constructed club house — open only to Caribou clients, cottagers
and a few invited guests. George “called” the squares and Graydon would spell him off. Neil
Boyes would play the fiddle (violin), Lawrence Flaherty the Hawaiian guitar, Malcolm Boyes —
guitar. Graydon would chord on piano at times. Trevor Boyes — played fiddle and banjo —
mandolin.

2. Song services were also held at the clubhouse on Sunday evenings — open to Caribou,
cottagers, and St. David’s and St. Stephen’s churches. The offering collected that evening was
donated to St. David’s. Often at St. David’s Church, summer student or retired ministers helped
at song services. NOTE: These Song services dated earlier — when Bill Tingey owned the
Lodge, back to 1930’s.

Jim Ritchie was a summer student from Knox College who was the one who initiated the hymn
sing. He came back for another summer, serving St. David’s church. Instead of having hymn
sings at individual homes, Bill Tingey was approached for holding them at Caribou — allowing for
more space. That request was granted. The Neville and Blenkin families continued the evening
events in the summer. Graydon remembers how George loved to sing the hymns and often it
was a daily occurrence on the school bus when George was driving to take the Boyes kids on
the longer route home, just to prolong the singing.

3. Jack ran the marina.

4. Swimming lessons for community children were held in the summer in later years through
Bracebridge recreational services, until the early 1970s.

End of Graydon Boyes recollections
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h. Some cottager traditions:

i.  Wednesday night bingo in one of the rec halls, cottagers around the lake would
participate up until the 2010s. In more recent years using the equipment provided by the
Lodge, Bingo has been done by groups of families during their stays

ii. Visiting the nearby garbage dump to see bears

iii.  Children climbing on the big rock near the Wolf/#4/#10
iv.  Taking pictures on the big rock near the Wolf/#4/#10
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8. 2025 (June) edition — Additional pictures

1940s
Holiday House and surrounding buildings
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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1940s
Main Lodge building (right) and Holiday House (left)
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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1940s
Main Lodge building (left) and Cottage
Photo credit: Jim Colvin
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1950s
Behind Main Lodge building
Photo credit: Heather (Blenkin) Millar
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1950s
Caribou clubhouse party
Photo credit: Bernie Jaroscak
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1969
Photo credit: Rick Loiacono

-195 -

June 2025, not to be sold for profit



1969
Looking down past rock by Wolf/#4
Photo credit: Ockenden family
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1981

Wood Lake Regatta
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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1981
Wood Lake Regatta
Photo credit: Andy Heics
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1986
From tennis court, Main Lodge building in background
Photo credit: Mary Louise Learn
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2002
Store
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Construction - Main Lodge
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002

Construction - Main Lodge
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Construction - Main Lodge
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Construction - Main Lodge
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Photo credits: Brian Middleton
Drilling new well Mother tree
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2002
Rear of Main Lodge
Photo credit: Brian Middleton

June 2025, not to be sold for profit




2002
Dining room
Photo credit: Brian Middleton

June 2025, not to be sold for profit - 207 -



2002
Dining room
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Dining room
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Dining room
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Lodge Store
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Lodge Store
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Lodge Store
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Main Lodge, Dining room, Store and Rec Hall
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Looking out on Wood Lake
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Looking out on Wood Lake
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Looking out on Wood Lake
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
From Wood Lake looking to the Main Lodge
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Rec Hall
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Behind Main Lodge building
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Relocating storage shed
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Hilltop Chalet

Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Wolf
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Birch
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002

Cedar
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002

Maple
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Cedar, Maple, Birch
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2002
Hand Well with lights
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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This rock is behind the cottages to the West of the Main Lodge building, that were split off in the 1960s. It is believed to be the
rock referenced on page 185, as being the rock where cooking was done in the very early days of the lodge. The photo was taken
with permission of the current (2024) owner of the property
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the entire Caribou Lodge lakefront, from East (left) to West (right)
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the Caribou Lodge lakefront, East end of the property
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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View of the Caribou Lodge lakefront, West end of the property
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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View of the Caribou Lodge lakefront, West end of the property
Photo credit: Paul LaRue

June 2025, not to be sold for profit - 235 -



2024
View of the Main Lodge from Wood Lake
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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View of the Hilltop Chalet, reference on page 96
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the Hilltop Chalet, reference on page 96

Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the Basketball (formerly tennis) court
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the Caribou Lodge beach, Bear/#6 cottage in the background
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the Wolf/#4
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the Birch
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
View of the Cedar and Beaver/#3
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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The photos on this page, and on the next few pages show the current structure and area that comprised the “pump house”,
location shown on page 96, and which was the original mechanism for getting running water from the lake, to the cottages
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Pump house
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Pump house
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Pump house
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2024
Pump house
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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2025
Main Lodge
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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2025
Photo Credits: Brian Middleton
Hand Well Road light near Cedar
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Photo Credits: Brian Middleton
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2025
Photo credit: Brian Middleton
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9. 2026 edition - Additional pictures
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1960s
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Septémber 2025
Near Cedar, Maple and Birch cottages
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Septembr 2025
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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September 2025
Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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Photo credit: Paul LaRue
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