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1. Preface & Acknowledgments 
 
The originator of Caribou Lodge was William Frederick (Bill) Tingey.   
 
From the material/accounts I have been able to locate, the broad early chronology is: 

 In 1910 Bill built a sawmill on the property 

 In 1914 Bill’s purchase of the property was registered 

 In 1918 Bill established a hunting/fishing Lodge on the property 

 In the late 1920s Bill established the family Lodge 
The family Lodge continues to run until the present day in 2024, has been family run and has 
and continues to host multiple generations of families for summer vacations. 
 
This book has been prepared to document the Lodge building/grounds/owner history solely for 
the enjoyment of those interested and is not intended to be used for any commercial sale. 
 
The book is produced with the permission of the Middleton family, current (2024) owners of 
Caribou Lodge. 
 
Credits for accounts of the Lodge history (the detail is in section 7 including the detailed 
accounts/relevant excerpts): 
 
https://thegreatcanadianwilderness.com/business-listings/caribou-Lodge/ 
 
Doctors Alberta and William Cross, Life at Wood Lake – 45 years, 1958 
 
Marg Jaroscak narrative in The Vankoughnet Community Quilt  1988 
By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W. 
 
Ellen Tingey narrative in The Vankoughnet Community Quilt  1988 
By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W. 
 
Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association The Year 2000/50th Anniversary Edition, by Bill Rapson 
published in 2002 
 
Graydon Boyes 
From The Boyes Family in Oakley Township Muskoka, By Graydon Boyes 2014 
 
Graydon Boyes recollections 2024 
 
Other credits: 
Jim Colvin, Lorie Colvin, Andy Heics, Sylvia Heics, Bernie Jaroscak, Bret Jimison, Mary Louise 
Learn, Rick Loiacono, Brian Middleton, Heather (Blenkin) Millar, Steve Neville, Ockenden family, 
Sharon Pickett, Anne Taylor, John Watts, Vankoughnet Community Library, Wood Lake 
Cottagers’ Association Facebook page. 
 
Photo credits are from the sources/people above, and as indicated on the pages, where 
applicable. 
 
Permissions for printing of pictures where individuals are identifiable are noted. 

https://thegreatcanadianwilderness.com/business-listings/caribou-lodge/
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Reviewers: 
Susan Bennett 
Irene & Graydon Boyes 
Roy Clay 
Jim Colvin 
Lorie Colvin 
Ned Grace 
Andy Heics 
Bernie Jaroscak 
Bret Jimison 
Mary Louise Learn 
Rick Loiacono 
Heather (Blenkin) Millar 
Marni Nancekivell 
Steve Neville 
Randy Rapson 
Anne Taylor 
Casey Trigiani 
John Watts 
 
Special thanks are given to Andy Heics and Bret Jimison for their multiple detailed reviews and 
discussions about the book and also to Andy for contributing multiple pictures.  Special thanks 
are also given to Irene&Graydon Boyes, Jim Colvin, Rick Loiacono, Bernie Jaroscak, Mary 
Louise Learn and Heather (Blenkin) Millar, who contributed many pictures for the book, and who 
also participated in or facilitated many dialogues relative to the compilation of the material for 
the book. 
 
Material for the book organized by: 
Paul LaRue, June 2024 
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2a.  Lodge grounds layout & key dates 

 
1952 picture, per Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association Facebook page 

1. Original ice house built in 1932, then a pig house, then boat 
storage in later years 

2. Root house for produce storage, used prior to freezer being   
built in the store, rec hall built on this site in 1970s, 2020s 
used for storage 

3. Cottage later torn down, new rec hall built on/near the site In 
the 1970s 

4. Second location of the Ice house 
5. Marina storage 
6. Location where Marina office, parts storage, showroom 

building was built 
7. Marina workshop building 
8. A cabin was originally on the site in the 1930s, after that a 

one storey boathouse built in mid 1940s, burned down in 
mid 1950s.  Two storey boathouse built in early 1960s, 

    burned down in late 1970s. 
9 “Mother” tree, had to be taken down 2023 
10. Sawmill (1910) and Log cabin (pre 1910) were here 
11. Dining room (store is behind this, is not visible in the picture), 

both store and dining room functions stopped in 2010s 
12. Main Lodge building, originally built as one storey, building 

started in 1928.  Building moved, then two storey building built 
in the same location in the early 1950s 

13. At various points, lodging, workshop building, laundry facility 
14. Was rec hall, held dances and other events 1940s-70s, is 

currently (2024) Holiday House 2 floor cottage rental  
15. Hand well  
Not visible in the picture is the tennis court across the road from 
Holiday House 
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2024 picture 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
1 Hilltop chalet, formerly sleeping cabin 
2 Wood shed 
3 Loon 
4 Holiday House, formerly rec hall 
5 Workshop 
6 Main Lodge building, contains The Heron (Lodge Suite) 

7 Formerly dining room 
8 Formerly store 
9 Storage (formerly rec hall, starting early 
   1970s) 
10 Shuffleboard 
11 Play area, basketball 
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2b.  Wood Lake maps 
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3a.  Chronologies - Main Lodge & area 
 
On this page the references are to the owner history (section 3), or narratives (section 7). 

 1879 Henry O’Hara owned the property on the southwest side of Wood Lake, thought to 
include Caribou Lodge (ref. 7e) 

 Late 1800s/early 1900s William Landon purchased the O’Hara property (ref. 7e) 

 1900 William Frederick (Bill) Tingey and Isabel Boyes married (ref. 7f) 

 1910 Bill Tingey built a sawmill on the property (ref. 7d) 

 1910 Bill Tingey bought the log cabin on the property which was built by the Bell-Ewart 
Lumberman for Jim O’Hara (ref. 7e) 

 1910s Another log cabin existed west of the marina.  The back of the cabin was a large rock.   
A cavity in the rock was used for cooking (ref. 7e) 

 1914 Bill Tingey purchase of the property from the Landon family was registered (ref. 3b) 

 1918 Bill Tingey became the originator and proprietor of Caribou Lodge, a small camp where 
hunters could stay (ref. 7f)  

 1920s (late) Family Lodge established (ref. 7a, 7e) 

 1920s (late) Main Lodge (one storey) built, building started in 1928 (ref. 7e) 

 1932 Store built including dining room, laundry house, ice house and generator (ref. 7f) 

 1935 Bill Tingey launches major promotion, promoting Muskoka Tourist resorts (ref. 7e) 

 1944 Caribou Lodge sold to Jack & Laura Neville, and George & Elsie Blenkin by Bill Tingey 
(ref. 3b, 7e, 7f) 

 1940s (mid) New dining room built (per pictures) 

 1940s (mid) One storey boathouse built (per pictures showing the boathouse, prior to new 
dining room being built)  

 1940s (to 1970s) Holiday House was the rec hall and site for dances (multiple sources), until 
the new rec hall was built 

 1950 Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association initial discussions about forming were held (ref. 7e) 

 1952-53 Main Lodge 1 storey building where original building did not have a basement, part 
of building moved to a nearby location,  two storey building with basement built on the site 
(per Heather (Blenkin) Millar) 

 1950s (mid) Boathouse near Lodge burned down 

 1960s (early) Two storey boathouse built, with lodging on the 2nd floor 

 1960s The two cottages immediately east of the Lodge and four cottages west were 
separated from the Lodge (per Steve Neville).  The marina and buildings were also 
separated from the Lodge  (per Heather (Blenkin) Millar) 

 1969 Caribou Lodge sold by Neville and Blenkin families to Ken and Bonnie Slack (ref. 
3b/Owner history) 

 1972 Caribou Lodge sold by Ken and Bonnie Slack to Otto and Theresa Stampfer (ref. 
3b/Owner history) 

 1970s (early), New rec hall built, based on picture showing rec hall in 1976 

 1970s (late), Two storey boathouse near Lodge was burnt in a fire (multiple sources) 

 2002 Caribou Lodge sold by Otto and Theresa Stampfer to Brian Middleton (ref. 3b/Owner 
history) 

 2002 Main Lodge facing updated, deck that spans the complete front width built (Middleton 
family) 

 2010s Decks added to apartments in the main Lodge building 
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3b.  Owner history 
 
The land registry records include dates of registry and in the earlier changes in ownership, these 
dates differed from accounts or other references of when ownership changes occurred.  In the 
chronology if there is a conflict, the accounts or other reference dates are used. 
 
                     Date         Date          Grantor               Grantee 
             of instrument  of registry 

 
Purchase of Lodge property by Bill (William Frederick) Tingey from Landon family.  The 
purchase was registered in 1914. 
 

 
Bill Tingey, from The Boyes Family in Oakley Township, by Graydon Boyes 2014 
 
Bill was born in 1875, and passed away in 1958. 
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                    Date      Date          Grantor               Grantee 
           of instrument  of registry 

 
Purchase of Lodge property by John Neville and George Blenkin, from Bill Tingey, the purchase 
occurred on June 6/1944 (“D” day reference in personal narratives and on back of this picture) 
 
 

 
Jack Neville, Laura Neville, Elsie Blenkin, George Blenkin 

Printed with permission of the family 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 13 - Owner history 

 

 

 
Purchase of Caribou Lodge by Ken and Bonnie Slack from Neville and Blenkin families  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ken & Bonnie Slack 

Printed with permission of the family 
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Purchase of Caribou Lodge by Otto and Theresa Stampfer from Ken Slack 
 
 

 
 
Purchase of Caribou Lodge by Brian Middleton from Otto and Theresa Stampfer 
 

 
Brian Middleton with daughters Anne (left on the picture), and Karolyn (right) 
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3c.  1908 thru 1910s 
 

 
1908, a hunting group picture from postcard Bill Tingey sent to his son 

Photo credit:  Irene & Graydon Boyes 
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Bill Tingey’s logs near Wood Lake, logs to be cut at his saw mill on Wood Lake 

Photo credit:  Irene & Graydon Boyes 
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Moving logs on Wood Lake 

Photo credit:  Irene & Graydon Boyes 
  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 18 - 1908 thru 1910s 

 

 
Group picture from days of Caribou Lodge as a hunting Lodge.  Bill Tingey is on the far left. 

Photo credit:  Irene & Graydon Boyes 
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3d.  1920s 
 

 

 
 
The tie in to Caribou Lodge of this picture of and letter from Chief Jim Bigwin, is that he sent the letter to Dougald Boyes, asking 
that Bill Tingey be asked if he had any deer skins.  At the date of the letter the hunting Lodge was in operation. 

Photo credit:  Irene & Graydon Boyes   
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3e.  1930s 
 

 
1931 (estimated) 

The picture shows what is thought to be a cabin, prior to the original one storey boathouse being built around that location.  The 
cottages in the background do not have porches on them 
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The only reference found where the main Lodge building was referred to as Tingey’s Hotel 
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1938 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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Photo credits:  Bernie Jaroscak, Steve Neville 
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3f.  1940s 
 

 
Photo credit:  Mary Louise Learn 
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1944 

Date from copy of picture in The Wood Lake Cottager’s Association The Story of its times The Year 2000 50th Anniversary by  
Bill Rapson 

Photo credit:  Irene & Graydon Boyes 
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1944 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
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This picture shows the new (at the time) dining room 
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Photo credit:  Steve Neville  
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Main Lodge still shows as one storey, there is a small cottage/building to the left of the Lodge 
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The property immediately to the west of the Lodge (top part of the picture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge.  The entire 

picture shown with permission of the current (2024) property owners 
Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 

  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 32 - 1940s 

 

 
Store is in the background to the right 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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1947 

 The Lodge owners plus a relative, lake in the background  
Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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1948 

Photo credit:  Heather (Blenkin) Millar 
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Picture from the side of the dining room 

Printed with permission of the family 
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3g.  1950s 
 

 
Jack Neville foreground to the left and George Blenkin far right with a hunting group 

Cottage west of the Lodge in the background center of picture, Marina building to the right 
Photo credit:  Steve Neville, Sharon Pickett 
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2nd location of Ice House to the left, Marina storage to the right 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
 

  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 38 - 1950s 

 

 
Point to the west of the Lodge, west of where the current (2024) Caribou docks and Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association docks are 
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1950 

2nd location of Ice House to the left, Marina storage to the right 
Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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Lodge grounds – looking out over Lake 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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Marina storage building to the left, Marina workshop building to the right, Cottages west of the Lodge in the background 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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1951 

From Hand well, view towards lake 
Photo credit:  Heather (Blenkin) Millar 
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1952, per Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association Facebook page 

The property immediately to the west of the Lodge (right part of the picture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge.  The entire 
picture shown with permission of the current (2024) property owners 
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1956, per reference in Muskoka digital archives postmark 

Canadian Post-Card Co. Ltd. Toronto 
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The property immediately to the west of the Lodge (left part of the picture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge.  The entire 

picture shown with permission of the current (2024) property owners 
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Lodge from the water 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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3h.  1960s 
 

 
The property immediately to the west of the Lodge (left part of the picture) is no longer in 2024 part of the Lodge.  The entire 

picture shown with permission of the current (2024) property owners 
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Peterborough Postcard Co 

Ski jump constructed by Nelles Lishman, per Jim Colvin 
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Peterborough postcard company (and what looks like same picture shown labelled as circa 1965, WLCA 50th anniversary, 2000) 
Mid 1960s, showing two storey boathouse.  The plane to the left of the boathouse was owned by one of the Lodge owners, Jack 
Neville. 
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Lodge from the water  
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1969 

From Lodge grounds looking out on Wood Lake to point 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

From Lodge grounds towards boathouse 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Showing Marina workshop and Marina office, parts storage, showroom buildings 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Public washrooms 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Accommodations behind the Main Lodge building (later workshop) 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Cabin behind the store, near the area where the rec hall built in the 1970s is located 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Showing 2nd location of ice house and marina storage in background 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono  
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1969 

Showing Marina office, parts storage, showroom to the right, storage and ice house to the left  
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono   
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3i.  1970s 
 

 

 
Bonnie and Ken’s last letter: 
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1974 

Showing two storey boathouse and marina workshop building to the rear 
Photo date & credit:  Andy Heics 
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1974 

Caribou Lodge and Marina 
Photo credit:  Sylvia Heics 
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1976 

Water ski competition at 1976 regatta 
Photo credit:  Sylvia Heics 

  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 66 - 1970s 

 

 
Postcard reverse side 

:  
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1976 
Store 

Photo credit:  Andy Heics 
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1976 

Rec hall 
Photo credit:  Andy Heics 
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1976 Caribou Lodge marina from Lodge looking out to Wood Lake, showing two storey boathouse and Marina workshop and 

Marina office, parts storage, showroom buildings 
Photo credit:  Andy Heics 
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3j.  1980s 
 

 
1983 

Main Lodge building, dining room, and store 
Photo credit:  Andy Heics 
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1983 

Marina workshop and Marina office, parts storage, showroom building 
Photo credit:  Andy Heics 
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1983 

2nd location of ice house and marina storage buildings 
Photo credit:  Andy Heics 
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3k.  1990s 
 

 
1990 

Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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1992 

Dining room, store, phone booth 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue  
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This bench in the foreground was carved by Otto Stampfer, out of a large tree that was taken down.  The tree was near the tennis 

court.  
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July 1995 

Lodge after storm 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue
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3l.  2000s 
 

 
2002 

Photo credit:  Brian Middleton 
  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 78 - 2000s 

 
2002 

Photo credit:  Brian Middleton 
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2002 

Photo credit:  Brian Middleton 
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Otto/Theresa last letter 
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2002 

Lodge with new front and porch 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2007 

Workshop at rear of Main Lodge building, and side wall of public washrooms 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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2007 

Rear of Main Lodge building 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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2007 

Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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2007 

Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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2007 

Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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3m.  2010s 
 

 

 
2010 

Photo credit:  Andy Heics  
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2010 

Showing the entirety of Wood Lake, Caribou Lodge is on the shore 
Photo credit:  Andy Heics 

  

West Bay 

Caribou 
Lodge 



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 89 - 2010s 

 

 
2010 

Caribou Lodge property, east (left) to west (right) 
Photo credit:  Andy Heics 
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3n.  2020s 
 
 
 

 
2022 

 

 
2022 

Rec hall
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2023 

Hand well 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2024 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
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2024 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 94 - 2020s 

 

 
2024 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
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2024 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
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4a.  Cottages & Beach 
 
The layout on this page is annotated from a 1980s brochure 
 

 
 

 
 
The six cottages starting east of 
Holiday House, were originally named 
#7 through #12.  This is thought to be 
because #1 through #4 were cottages 
west of the marina that were sold off 
in the late 1960s, then #5 and #6 
were the cottages near the store, and 
one of the apartments in the main 
Lodge.  The cottages were renamed 
to #1 - #6 in the late 1960s, then to 
the Loon, Buckhorn, Beaver, Wolf, 
Moose and Bear in 2004. 
 
The Birch cottage was originally the 
“cottage on the point”, then #7 for a 
period of time, and finally named the 
Birch in 1982. 
 
The Cedar and Maple have always 
had the same/original names. 
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4b. Cottages chronology 
 

 1920s – 1930s The “cottage on the point” (later named #7, then the Birch), and the six cottages south of the road and 
starting east of Holiday House (previously rec hall) were built.  These dates are a guess and are based on: 

 Activity by Bill Tingey e.g. building store (1932) and launching promotion (1935) (ref. 7f) 

 All pictures going back to the 1930s, show the cottages 

 Reference from Graydon Boyes in narratives section (7f) that his father Claude built a number of the cottages 

 1920s – 1930s (through late 1960s) Four cottages originally to the west of the property and two cottages to the east of the 
property, were part of Caribou Lodge 

 1920s – 1930s (through late 1960s) The six cottages starting to the east of Holiday House (earlier was rec hall) were 
labeled as #7-#12 

 1940s (early) Porches put on six cottages starting to the east of Holiday House.  Per pictures from the 1930s, these 
cottages did not originally have porches 

 1946 There was water to the small cottages, but no hydro (ref. 7e) 

 1950 (approximately) Bathrooms were added to the cottages, so outhouses were no longer used 

 1960s (late) six cottages to the south of the road staring immediately east of Holiday House (earlier rec hall) were 
renumbered #1-#6  

 1970s – 1980s Side extensions added to Wolf/#4, Moose/#5 (1960s pictures show both cottages without additions) 

 1982 Maple and Cedar cottages built 

 1982 (approximately) The Birch was named, previously it was #7 and the “cottage on the point” 

 2000s (early) In the cottage area, the pump house near the Birch, and water tower behind the Wolf/#4/#10 were removed 
as the source for water for the cottages and replaced with well water as the source 

 2004 Cottages #1 - #6 given names (Loon, Buckhorn, Beaver, Wolf, Moose and Bear) 

 2005 Large addition and deck put on Loon/#1 

 2005 Deck added to Birch 

 2011 “Sitting” dock built in water in front of Maple and Cedar 

 2013 Bear/#6 and Buckhorn/#2 decks added 

 2014 Cedar & Maple cottage decks added 

 2015 Beaver/#3, Wolf/#4, Moose/#5, decks added 

 2016-2020  Beaver/#3, Wolf/#4, Moose/#5 bathrooms remodeled 

 2021 Bear/#6 bathroom remodeled 
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4c.  1930s 
 

 
1938 

From looking at other pictures, this appears to be Loon/#1, #7 at the time 
Photo credit:  Mary Louise Learn 
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1938 

From looking at other pictures, this appears to be Loon/#1, #7 at the time.  One of the sleeping cabins is visible between the 
cottages 

Photo credit:  Mary Louise Learn 
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1938 

Looking down from the easternmost sleeping cabin, towards the lake past Wolf/#4, #10 at the time 
Photo credit:  Mary Louise Learn 
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4d.  1940s 
 

 
1948 

Wolf/#4, #10 at the time 
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From the water to the Wolf/#4, #10 at the time 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak  
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On steps of Loon/#1, #7 at the time 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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From the beach, towards the Birch (“cottage on the point” at the time) 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak  
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Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak
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1946 
Photo credit:  Mary Louise Learn 
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Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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4e.  1950s 
 

 
On steps of Wolf/#4, #10 at the time 

Photo credit:  Ockenden family  
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Looking out past point where Birch (“cottage on the point” at the time) is 

Photo credit:  Ockenden family 
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On dock, background is area where Cedar and Maple were built, Birch (“cottage on the point” at 

the time) is to the right 
Photo credit:  Ockenden family 
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On steps of Birch, “cottage on the point” at the time 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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Looking towards beach, cottages Bear/#6 to the left #12 at the time, Moose/#5 to the right, #11 at the time 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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1956 

Photo credit:  Bernie Jaroscak
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1956, per reference in Muskoka digital archives postmark 

The three cottages circled in red were in back of the other cottages and were called “sleeping cabins”, as they had bedrooms but 
not cooking facilities 

Canadian Post-Card Co. Ltd. Toronto 
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4f.  1960s 
 

 
Wolf/#4, #10 at the time 
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Printed with permission of many of the people in the picture 
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1969 

At beach, before trees at eastern edge of property were planted 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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4 

 
Birch (“cottage on the point” at the time), with platform with diving board in the water.  The cottage in the background at the far left 

of the picture is believed to be the Beaver/#3, the Maple and Cedar were not built yet. 
Photo credit:  Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association Facebook page 
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1969 

Birch (“cottage on the point” at the time) 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Wood shed behind Loon (#1 at the time) 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Moose (#5 at the time), owner’s truck in front 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Sleeping cabin 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Loon (#1 at the time) 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1969 

Buckhorn (#2 at the time) 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono
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4g.  1970s 

 
1972 

Holiday House 
Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1972 

Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1972 

Photo credit:  Rick Loiacono 
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1972 
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4h.  1980s 
 

 
1980 

One of the sleeping cabins 
Photo credit:  Mary Louise Learn 
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1987 

View across lake with Birch to the left 
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4i.  1990s 

 
1992 

Outhouse near Wolf/#4/#10, no longer in use at this time 
Photo credit:  Bret Jimison



 

June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 134 - 1990s 

 
1990 

Road towards Cedar 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 

 

 
1994 

Wolf/#4 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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1995 

Bear/#6 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 

 

 
Birch 
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4j.  2000s 
 
 

 
2001 

Wolf/#4 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 

 

 
2003 Birch 
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2003 

Cedar, Maple, Birch 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2003 

Bear/#6 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue  
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2004 

Water slide 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue  
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2005 

Loon/#1 with addition 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2007 
Birch 

Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2007 

Cedar (front deck not yet built) 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2007 

“Jumping off” dock 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2007 

Looking towards the Birch 
Photo credit:  Richard Loiacono 
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2007 

Beaver/#3 
Photo credit:  Richard Loiacono 
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2009 

Bear/#6 (deck not yet built) 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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4k.  2010s 
 

 
2010 

Beach 
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2010 

Cedar, Maple, Birch (Cedar Maple dock not yet in place) 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 

 
 

 
2010 

Moose/#5 (deck not yet built) 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2010 

Cedar before deck built 
 

 
2010 

Maple before deck built 
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2013 

Holiday House 
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2013 

Bear/#6 with deck 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

2013 
Buckhorn/#2 with deck 

Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2013 

Cedar and Wolf/#4 from water 
 
 
 

 
2013 

Maple from water 
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2013 

Moose/#5 no deck 
 

 

 
2014 

Cedar with deck 
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2014 

In front of Cedar before & after brush cleared 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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2014 

Beach 
Photo credit:  Paul LaRue  
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2015 

Wolf/#4 with deck 
 

 
 
 
 

 
2015 

Moose/#5 with deck 
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2019 

Cedar and Birch 
Photo credit:  Caribou Lodge Muskoka Facebook page 
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2019 

Looking out on Wood Lake past dock at the Birch 
Photo credit:  Caribou Lodge Muskoka Facebook page 
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2019 

Looking towards Cedar, Maple and Birch 
Photo credit:  Caribou Lodge Muskoka Facebook page 
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2019 

Cedar & Maple, with “sitting” dock in front 
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Looking down from Wolf/#4 over Wood Lake 
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From the front of the Birch, looking down the path towards the Maple and Cedar 

Photo credit:  Mary Louise Learn 
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4l.  2020s 
 

 
2020 

Beach area 
 
 

 
2022 

Wolf/#4 
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2022 

Moose/#5 
 
 

 
Bear/#6 

  



June 2024, not to be sold for profit - 165 - 2020s 

 

 
2022 

Loon/#1 
 

 
2022 

Holiday House 
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From Caribou beach looking out over Wood Lake 

Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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Birch cottage 
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2024 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
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2024 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
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2024 

Photo credit:  Jim Colvin 
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5.  Brochures & menus 

 
Restaurant menu header page from approximately 1950 

Credit:  John Watts 
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Restaurant menu from approximately 1950 

Credit:  John Watts  
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From 1950s 

Credit:  Bernie Jaroscak 
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1960s 
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1973 Newsletter referencing Caribou Lodge 

Credit:  John Watts
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                           1974 
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1994 Price list 
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2005 brochure 
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6.  “Mother” tree 
 

 

 
1940s 

 
1950s 

 
 
 

 
 

1952 

 

 
1965 

 
1960s  

1976 
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2023 (June) - “Mother” tree comes down, struck by lightning decades earlier 

Photo credit:  Paul LaRue 
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7. Narratives/traditions 
 
a. At https://thegreatcanadianwilderness.com/business-listings/caribou-Lodge/: 
Since 1910, guests have felt the gentle lure to experience new adventures in the magnificent 
wilderness surroundings of Caribou Lodge on scenic Wood Lake in Muskoka. The Caribou 
Lodge property was first established as a sawmill and as the years went by, it gradually went 
from lumbering to the tourist industry. By 1930, Caribou Lodge had grown from a hunting and 
fishing camp to a family Lodge with guests returning year after year 
 
b. Life at Wood Lake – 45 Years 
By Doctors Alberta and William Cross – 1958 
 
Page 1 reference 
At that time (summer of 1913) Bill Tingey had a log house near the well at Caribou Lodge and a 
saw-mill about where the boat storage house stands.  The log house referred to was originally 
owned by Jim O’Hara.  He sold it to Mr. Landon, the father of Mrs. Harry Rice. 
 
Page 2 reference 
Bill Tingey bought it (log cabin) and was occupying it when we first came up. 
 
c. Marg Jaroscak narrative in the The Vankoughnet Community Quilt  1988 
By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W. 
Page 62 references 
Bell at Caribou Lodge 
… We had no hydro or running water in the cottage at that time (1946). 
… The bell was on a post in front of the kitchen window.  Many of the children pulled the rope 
that rang the bell for the tourists to come for their meal. 
 
d. Ellen Tingey narrative in the The Vankoughnet Community Quilt  1988 
By St. David’s W.M.S & St. Stephen’s A.C.W. 
 
Page 63 

 

 
Page 64 

 

 
  

https://thegreatcanadianwilderness.com/business-listings/caribou-lodge/
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e. From Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association The Year 2000/50th Anniversary Edition 
By Bill Rapson 2002 
Page 4 references 
In 1879, property owners abutting Wood Lake were J.R. Silliman and Henry O’Hara on the 
southwest, and Jas. Wells on the Northwest 
 
William Landon purchased the O’Hara property to be near Wood Lake for logging, but he died of 
typhoid.  William F. Tingey was the next owner, and his legacy was to be Caribou Lodge. 
 
Page 5 references 

 
 
Page 6 references 
Laura (Neville) recalled that when they bought the Lodge, there was water to the small cottages, 
but no hydro.  The guests cooked on pot-bellied stoves and used concrete boxes dug into the 
ground to keep the food cool.  When they put electricity into the cottages, small electric stoves 
were installed. 
 
P.11 references 

 
 
Page 14 references 
During the summer of 1950, the seeds of the Wood Lake Cottagers’ Association were sown. 
 
Page 17-18 references 
On the site of today’s Caribou Lodge, there stood at the time a log cottage occupied by the late 
William F. (Bill) Tingey, who operated a sawmill nearby. 
 
He (Bill) began to build the original Caribou Lodge about 1928 and by 1940 had developed a 
flourishing summer Lodge business. 
 
Page 19 references 
Jack and George purchased Caribou Lodge from Bill Tingey on “D” day, and in time completely 
rebuilt or replaced the original buildings. 
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f. Graydon Boyes 
From The Boyes Family in Oakley Township  
By Graydon Boyes 2014 
 
Page 269 references 
Bill (Tingey) and Isabel Boyes married Dec. 20/1900.  Isabel passed away in 1925. 
 
In 1918, he (Bill) became the originator and proprietor of Caribou Lodge, a small camp where 
hunters could stay while they took part in seasonal hunting. 
 
Page 270 references 
In 1930, Bill married for the second time.  His second wife was the former Edith Robinson. 
 
They went from a hunting and fishing camp to a family Lodge with people returning year after 
year.  In 1932 they built a store, dining room, laundry house, ice house and generator building.  
The Tingeys sold Caribou Lodge to Jack and Laura Neville and George and Elsie Blenkin and 
then moved permanently into Bracebridge. 
 
Page 271 references 
The sawmill on Wood Lake was replaced with a hunting and fishing Lodge and eventually 
turned into an attractive and viable summer resort which he (Bill) named Caribou Lodge.  This 
Lodge on Wood Lake is still operating today. 
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g. Graydon Boyes recollections Feb. 2024, next two pages 
 
For references for the attached material, Graydon’s great grandfather was Thomas Boyes.  
Thomas had eleven children, and one of Thomas’ daughters was Isabel, who married Bill 
Tingey, the originator of Caribou Lodge.  That makes Graydon the great nephew of Bill and 
Isabel.  One of Isabel’s brothers was Dougald, who was Graydon’s grandfather.  One of 
Dougald’s sons was Claude, who is Graydon’s father. 
 
Bill Tingey years 
 
When the saw mill was dismantled, Graydon remembers going with his Father and seeing large 
wooden rollers on site (where the boat launching area is now).  These rollers were used at the 
mill to roll the lumber (or slabs) from the mill works in the early 1940’s. 
 
A fire burned through the area east of and relatively close to Caribou Lodge in the early 1910s 
(era 1913, Longford and Oakley).  It burned down a number of houses, Toll family house burned 
down but the Boyes homestead was spared because of the persistence of Thomas, Graydon’s 
great grandfather (and the help of a worker from Longford). 
 
After the fire, permission was given to cut down the trees between Oakley and Longford lines 
thus straightening the road and making the roadway more accessible. 
 
The logs were taken to Tingey’s mill at Caribou and sawed into lumber.  This lumber was used 
to rebuild some of the houses burned in the fire. 
  
Many people fled the fire – some had wagons loaded with possessions – ending up at Caribou 
landing where Wood Lake offered a sense of protection from the fire. 
 
This is recorded in a booklet (ref. 7b) written by Drs. William and Alberta Cross who had 
property on the lake.  They eventually built a cottage off Fox Point Road. 
 
In 1910s and 1920s, Bill Tingey and Isabel (Boyes) Tingey built Caribou into a hunting and 
fishing resort which eventually became Caribou Lodge – a cottage resort.  Isabel was known as 
(Aunt) Bella.  She worked at cooking excellent meals while Bill was responsible for guiding 
hunting and fishing groups. 
 
Isabel died at 52 years of age in 1925.  Bill married Edith Dixon (a widow who had several 
children).  The resort was increased with buildings added and meals were then served at the 
main building.  Edith was the main cook.  Graydon knows his father Claude (and a man named 
Russel) worked at building many of the cottages on site. 
 
Neville and Blenkin years 
 
Jack and Laura Neville, George and Elsie Blenkin bought the property.  Laura and Elsie were 
sisters.  The Boyes family had a close association with the Neville and Blenkin families. 
 
Jack had been an airplane mechanic during WWII – servicing Mosquito bombers which had 
Rolls Royce engines.  Jack was foreman of a four man team. 
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Jack eventually owned his own small plane and took local kids on rides – naturally this was an 
amazing treat. 
 
In these years, the Neville and Blenkin families: 
- continued to serve meals to the resort guests and cottagers on the lake 
- established the Marina 
- hosted the Regatta which was held each summer with many events (though the Regatta was 
not open to general public, the Councillors of Oakley and families were invited to attend) 
 
Since George and Jack had both played recreational hockey, they were interested in community 
endeavours in outdoor sports.  They would clear off the ice – (large area) on the lake to provide 
a skating rink for the community and thickened the ice also for refrigeration use. 
 
Wood Lake had been used for ice recovery for years when electrical refrigeration was 
unavailable. 
 
Jack and George purchased a Mercury station wagon to provide transportation to Bracebridge 
for high school students (previously students would have had to board in town to attend school).  
Later a small bus was purchased and they took turns driving to town. 
 
Jack also drove the township snow plow, a second person had to drive along (usually George) 
who could raise or lower the “wing” part of the truck. 
 
Events held at Caribou included: 
1.  Square dances – held in constructed club house – open only to Caribou clients, cottagers 
and a few invited guests.  George “called” the squares and Graydon would spell him off.  Neil 
Boyes would play the fiddle (violin), Lawrence Flaherty the Hawaiian guitar, Malcolm Boyes – 
guitar.  Graydon would chord on piano at times.  Trevor Boyes – played fiddle and banjo – 
mandolin. 
2.  Song services were also held at the clubhouse on Sunday evenings – open to Caribou, 
cottagers, and St. David’s and St. Stephen’s churches.  The offering collected that evening was 
donated to St. David’s.  Often at St. David’s Church, summer student or retired ministers helped 
at song services.  NOTE:  These Song services dated earlier – when Bill Tingey owned the 
Lodge, back to 1930’s. 
 
Jim Ritchie was a summer student from Knox College who was the one who initiated the hymn 
sing.  He came back for another summer, serving St. David’s church.  Instead of having hymn 
sings at individual homes, Bill Tingey was approached for holding them at Caribou – allowing for 
more space.  That request was granted.  The Neville and Blenkin families continued the evening 
events in the summer.  Graydon remembers how George loved to sing the hymns and often it 
was a daily occurrence on the school bus when George was driving to take the Boyes kids on 
the longer route home, just to prolong the singing. 
 
3.  Jack ran the marina. 
 
4.  Swimming lessons for community children were held in the summer in later years through 
Bracebridge recreational services, until the early 1970s. 
 
End of Graydon Boyes recollections 
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h. Some cottager traditions: 
i. Wednesday night bingo in one of the rec halls, cottagers around the lake would 

participate up until the 2010s.  In more recent years using the equipment provided by the 
Lodge, Bingo has been done by groups of families during their stays 

ii. Visiting the nearby garbage dump to see bears 
iii. Children climbing on the big rock near the Wolf/#4/#10 
iv. Taking pictures on the big rock near the Wolf/#4/#10 


