Constitution of the [College/Local] Chapter of Publius
Ratified on: [Date]

Article I: Declaration
The name of this organization shall be the [College/Local] Chapter of Publius, hereinafter referred to as the Publius College Chapter. It operates under the broader mission and structure of Publius, a national pro-democracy rapid-response task force, with guidance from Publius’ National Command Center (NCC).

Article II: Advisors
The Publius College Chapter may appoint faculty advisors, legal experts, or civic leaders as necessary to guide operations, strategy, and institutional relations. Advisors must align with Publius’s mission and remain nonpartisan in their role.
Advisors shall have no voting role in chapter operations, except in circumstances where the chapter leadership deems it necessary to escalate specific decisions to the advisory body. Any such decision must be approved by a two-thirds vote of chapter leadership.

Article III: Objectives of the Publius College Chapter
Section 1. Mission
To serve as the campus-based operational arm of Publius, ensuring a pro-democracy presence within the university community and countering threats to democratic norms through grassroots mobilization and information gathering.

Section 2. Key Functions
A. Monitor & Respond to University, Local, and State-Level Actions
· Track policies, legislative measures, and administrative actions that threaten democratic norms.
· Coordinate with Publius’ Sentinel Information Division to report and counter anti-democratic developments.
B. Counter Disinformation & Propaganda
· Lead student-based fact-checking initiatives.
· Organize educational campaigns on misinformation and democratic governance.
C. Election Protection & Voter Mobilization
· Conduct voter registration drives and absentee ballot assistance.
· Recruit and train student poll monitors and legal observers.
· Organize student-led election protection programs.
D. Rapid Response & Advocacy
· Mobilize student protests, rallies, and advocacy campaigns.
· Establish emergency communication channels for democratic defense initiatives.
E. Coalition Building & Public Engagement
· Partner with student organizations, local advocacy groups, and national pro-democracy initiatives.
· Develop campus-wide programming and policy awareness events.
F. Contingency Operations & Emergency Civic Engagement
· Develop and maintain alternative engagement pathways to ensure continuous participation in democratic processes, regardless of external pressures.
· Establish community-based response frameworks to safeguard access to civic institutions and protect democratic rights under all circumstances.
· Coordinate educational outreach on resilience strategies to maintain democratic participation at local, state, and national levels.

Article IV: Chapter Leadership
Section 1. Leadership Structure
The Publius College Chapter shall be led by elected student leaders who oversee operations and ensure alignment with Publius’s mission.

Section 2. Leadership Selection & Responsibilities
· Chapter leadership shall consist of [X] elected positions responsible for chapter operations, information gathering, communication, and mobilization.
· Specific roles and responsibilities shall be determined by each chapter in coordination with state leadership to ensure flexibility in meeting local needs.
· All elected leaders must be vetted at the state level before assuming office to ensure alignment with Publius’s mission.
· Leadership decisions regarding major initiatives, endorsements, and policy positions shall require a two-thirds majority vote.

Section 3. Decision-Making & Membership Engagement
· Certain chapter decisions (including the designation of contingency election locations) may be passed to the general membership for a vote through a two-thirds leadership vote.
· Once a decision has been passed to membership, a simple majority vote following a deliberation and information-gathering process shall be required for resolution.

Article V: Chapter Membership
Section 1. Membership Eligibility
· Open to all students committed to upholding democratic institutions, regardless of political affiliation.
· Faculty and community members may join as full voting members, ensuring broader civic engagement beyond the student body.

Section 2. Member Responsibilities
A. Attend meetings and participate in chapter initiatives.
B. Engage in counter-disinformation and advocacy efforts.
C. Support election protection and voter engagement programs.
D. Participate in contingency operations as needed to uphold democratic engagement.
E. Uphold Publius’s mission in all activities.

Section 3. Membership Revocation
· Members who engage in anti-democratic actions, promote misinformation, or work against the chapter’s core mission may have their membership revoked by a majority vote of leadership.

Article VI: Elections and Terms
Section 1. Eligibility to Run & Vote
· All vetted members are eligible to run for office.
· All vetted members are eligible to vote in leadership elections.

Section 2. Election Process
· Elections shall be held annually with all members voting in a runoff election format to ensure an absolute majority.
· On the day of transfer of power: 
1. Each candidate shall have five minutes to campaign before the full membership.
2. After all candidates have spoken, members shall vote in a runoff election for each position.
3. Candidates must secure an absolute majority to win office.

Section 3. Special Elections
· Special election dates must be determined by simple majority vote at the first meeting following the opening of a vacancy.

Article VII: Meetings and Communication
Section 1. Regular Meetings
· The chapter shall hold monthly meetings by default.
· The meeting schedule may be altered through the standard decision-making process, allowing leadership to pass the decision to membership via a two-thirds vote.

Section 2. Emergency Meetings
· Emergency meetings may be called by the Chapter Leadership Team or by request of one-third of the membership.

Section 3. Coordination with State & National Leadership
· The Chapter shall maintain communication with the State Chapter Coordinator and Publius NCC to ensure alignment with national strategies.
· All relevant chapter information shall be shared with Sentinel for national coordination.

Article VIII: Coordination with Publius NCC and State Chapters
Section 1. Reporting Structure
· The College Chapter reports to the State Chapter Coordinator, who then liaises with Publius NCC.
· Information and action items shall be shared regularly to maintain strategic coherence.

Section 2. Exigent Circumstances & Direct NCC Reporting
· In cases of urgent threats, leadership failure, or significant democratic crises, a local chapter may bypass state-level leadership and report directly to Publius NCC.
· Exigent Circumstances shall include: 
1. State-level leadership is compromised, unresponsive, or engaging in actions contrary to Publius’s mission.
2. An immediate and severe democratic threat at the local or state level requiring national coordination.
3. A request for urgent operational support from NCC due to extraordinary challenges beyond the chapter’s capacity.

Article IX: Amendment Process & State Review
Section 1. Amendment Process
· Amendments may be proposed by any member and must be approved by a two-thirds majority of leadership and a simple majority of attending members.
· All amendments must be reviewed at the state level before implementation.

Section 2. State-Level Rejection Appeals
· If an amendment is denied at the state level, the chapter may: 
1. Request a formal explanation from state leadership.
2. Revise and resubmit the amendment with modifications addressing state concerns.
3. Appeal directly to Publius NCC if a two-thirds chapter vote determines that the state rejection was unreasonable or misaligned with Publius’s broader mission.

Article X: Ratification & Dissolution
Section 1. Ratification
This constitution shall become effective immediately upon approval by a two-thirds majority of the general membership.

Section 2. Dissolution
· The chapter may be dissolved by a two-thirds majority vote of active members.
· In the event of dissolution, all assets and materials shall be returned to the state chapter or Publius NCC for redistribution.


