What You Need to Know about Presidential Memorandum NSPM-7
“Countering Domestic Terrorism and Organized Political Violence.

	NSPM-7 refers to a Presidential Memorandum issued by President Donald Trump on September 25, 2025, under the title “Countering Domestic Terrorism and Organized Political Violence.” While not yet gaining much attention in the mainstream media, NSPM-7 has been seen as a serious cause for alarm by a growing number of individuals and groups, including the ACLU, several Democratic US Representatives, independent journalists, and law firms. We at Publius join these voices and we call for immediate action to protect our democratic processes and constitutional rights. What you can do: spread the word, post your concern on social media, write or call your US Senators and Congressional Representatives, and demand the rescission of NSPM-7 and the enactment of Congressional legislation to counteract its effect. 
The Stated Goal of NSPM-7
	The goal of the memorandum, as stated by the President, is to end what he describes as a pattern of “violent and terrorist activities.” As examples of such violence, the memorandum cites the killing of Charlie Kirk, attempted assassinations of President Trump and Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh, attacks on ICE personnel and facilities, and violence in political riots. The memorandum describes broad categories of behaviors that supposedly “culminate” in such violence, and it details actions to be taken against individuals and groups engaging in them. The President calls upon federal officials and agencies to investigate and prosecute these actions - including the Attorney General, the FBI’s National Joint Terrorism Task Forces, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Commissioner of the IRS. The memorandum describes in detail actions to be taken against those who engage in, or merely support those who engage in, so-called domestic terrorism or political violence.
The memorandum indicates broad categories of views and beliefs that are blamed for causing domestic terrorism and political violence and that are therefore subject to investigation and prosecution:
“Common threads animating this violent conduct include anti-Americanism, anti-capitalism, and anti-Christianity; support for the overthrow of the United States Government; extremism on migration, race, and gender; and hostility toward those who hold traditional American views on family, religion, and morality.”	
Impermissible Chilling Effect of NSPM-7
	The targeted behavior of NSPM-7 described above is so broad and overly general that its provisions violate rights protected in the US Constitution, most notably the First Amendment rights to freedom of speech, association, and dissent.  The US Supreme Court has consistently forbidden governmental action so broad that it discourages individuals from exercising their constitutional freedoms. Governmental action that has such “a chilling effect” has consistently been held by the Supreme Court to violate the First Amendment.
	It is easy to see that many of the concepts in NSPM-7 refer to thoughts and opinions that fall within protected free speech. Under its provisions, individuals, groups, and organizations could be investigated and prosecuted for merely expressing support for issues considered anti-American, untraditional, or otherwise objectionable by the Administration. 
Extension of NSPM-7 to Entities that “Support” Targeted Activities
One of the most dangerous aspects of NSPM-7 are provisions that extend its application to individuals and entities that merely “encourage,” “directly or indirectly finance,” or “support”  so-called domestic terrorism or political violence. The memorandum instructs the National Joint Terrorism Task Force and its local offices to investigate “institutional and individual funders, and officers and employees of organizations, that are responsible for, sponsor or otherwise aid and abet the principal actors engaging in the criminal conduct.” It further instructs the Attorney General and the Secretary of the Treasury to elicit help from financial institutions to trace “illicit funding streams,” and it directs the Commissioner of the IRS to investigate tax-exempt entities that are “directly or indirectly financing” such alleged criminal behavior.
These provisions threaten investigation, prosecution, and loss of tax-exempt status from a broad category of individuals and organizations for vague links to groups involved in prohibited activity. It is exactly such overly broad and general prohibitions that create a chilling effect that interferes with the exercise of First Amendment rights. As a result, we demand that President Trump immediately rescind NSPM-7 and disavow its unreasonable and unconstitutional threats against the American people. 










