
 

From the President………. 

Happy summer everyone! Well, here we are in 

the busy months of summer. Hold onto your hat 

because suddenly the shows will be over and fall 

will surprise us. It happens every year.  Plan 

ahead and make the best of our short warm 

weather show season in The Empire State.  

In my last writing I told of noted IH collector Stew 

Paquette’s passing. Now we learn of the closing 

and sale of his entire collection in October. 

Shocking and surprising news is out that Stew 

Paquette's Family has announced with a heavy 

heart the closing of a chapter in their life with 

the October 14 dispersal of his IH museum 

collection. We International Harvester Collectors 

have suffered three heavy losses of late with the 

Passsing of Darrell Darst's in 2019 and the sale of 

his collection, then the passing of Jerry Mez in 

2021 and sale of his Farmall-Land, and now the 

end of the famous Leesburg, Florida Paquette’s 

Historical Farmall Museum.  

This has happened to everyone with old tractors. 

You park it in the barn after a day’s work and all 

is well. Then the next day the tractor has an 

issue.  Sliding the barn door open I was greeted 

by a leaning tractor with a half flat rear tire. This 

happened with my International 140 Hi Clear 

recently and all I could picture was getting my 

tire guy for a costly tube replacement or worse. 

Then the old networking resource kicked in as I 

explained the tire situation to my Ontario 

Canada Chapter 20 friend, Erik Dekeyser. This 

amazing IH collector, restorer and mechanic has 

bailed me out of more old iron mechanical 

dilemmas than I can recall. Once again his 173 

miles away online advice solves the tire problem. 

Said he: “Replace the liquid valve stem guts.” It 

worked! Thank you Erik. 

Our May 8 Plow Day was a fun day with pleasant 
weather and a nice turnout of members for our 
meetings and either participating in plowing or 
just comfortably sitting watching every color and 
size classic tractor you can imagine. A huge thank 
you to our Past President Lew Esten for inviting 
us to partake of his fun weekend event. The 
meetings went well and the food was excellent. 
We hope to make this an annual Chapter 35 
event. 
 

Patty and I just returned from our long drive to 
Houston, Texas for my granddaughter’s 
graduation. We could not drive past Kentucky 
without stopping off at Benham to see the “Little 
Town That International Harvester Built.”  I have 
prepared a story about this little coal mining 
town for a future issue of Harvester Highlights. I 
am sure you will find it an interesting read.  
 

Our highlight of the summer schedule is now 
history as our 2022 Chapter 35 Picnic was a fun 
time with more food and friendship then one 
could imagine. The picnic just gets bigger and 
better each year. See the picnic meeting story 
elsewhere here in Farmall Flyer. 
 

2022 will go down in my history book as the year 
of last minute cancellations. All are familiar with 
the IHC Winter Convention cancellation in 
March. Well, chalk up this year’s Roundup trip as 
a “no go” for me also as unexpected family stuff 
coupled with five-dollar plus per gallon fuel costs 
kept us from making the six and a half hour drive 
to Springfield, Ohio. This after planning on going 
for the past year. From all I have heard and read, 
the folks at Ohio Chapter 6 put on one heck of a 
show. At least I have the show belt buckle that I 
sent for as a keepsake.   



I had a nice conversation with our Charter 
Member #030 Dick Dahmer of Orchard Park, NY 
who did attend the Roundup and he said the 
show was really good with perfect weather. As 
you know they featured the 75th Anniversary of 
the Farmall Cub and KB Series trucks. This 
Roundup was special for Dick because he hauled 
his 1951 Farmall Cub to the show as it qualified 
for entry into the IHC HERITAGE TRACTOR 
display. Dick’s dad purchased the tractor new 
when Dick was 3 years old and he has pictures of 
him sitting on the Cub. The Cub has been in the 
family all its life.  Dick said there were several 
rows of Heritage Tractors on display and each 
owner received a special Heritage sign. 
 
Again this year we have been invited to take part 
in the Ionia Methodist Church Annual Fall 
Festival in Ionia, NY. The festival on church 
grounds at 2120 Eaton Road includes all kinds of 
great food, displays, hayrides, and more. The 
largest all color tractor parade in the region takes 

place at 1 PM. Chapter 35 participation in the 
parade is on your own because we all know our 
insurance does not cover parades, rides or pulls. 
Many of our members have joined in this fun for 
years. 
 

I encourage all Farmall Flyer readers to visit our 
website and make it a habit. We have tons of 
photos and information there that is kept 
updated by Dave Meacham. Check it out at 
www.ihcc35ny.com 
Until the fall issue of this newsletter, wishing 
everyone a safe and fun summer. Hope to see 
you at the NYSEA Pageant of Steam Show in 
Canandaigua, NY, and the WNYG&SEA Rally in 
Alexander, NY.  
Happy red tractoring! 
 
 
Best regards, 
 

Gene 

 
 

http://www.ihcc35ny.com/

