










































Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/1/2556/1 

9. Commencement with one activity listed in terms of this Environmental Authorisation constitutes

commencement of all authorised activities.

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal 

10. The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affected party, in writing and

within 14 (fourteen) calendar days of the date of this Environmental Authorisation, of the decision to

authorise the activity.

11. The notification referred to must -

11.1. specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

11.2. inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in the National Appeal

Regulations, 2014; 

11.3. advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be furnished on request; 

and 

11.4. give the reasons of the Competent Authority for the decision. 

Commencement of the activity 

12. The authorised activity shall not commence until the period for the submission of appeals has lapsed as

per the National Appeal Regulations, 2014, and no appeal has been lodged against the decision. In terms

of Section 43(7), an appeal under Section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No.

107 of 1998, as amended will suspend the Environmental Authorisation or any provision or condition

attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged you may not commence with the activity until

such time that the appeal has been finalised.

Management of the activity 

13. The Overberg WEF Final Layout dated 11 August 2024 is approved and must be implemented and

adhered to. Any further changes pertaining to the layout would need to be updated as per the applicable

Regulations at that time.

14. The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) dated October 2024 with the final layout

(11 August 2024) and all appendices and management plans are approved and must be implemented

and adhered to. Any further changes pertaining to these would need to be updated as per the applicable

Regulations at that time
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15. The generic EMPrs (dated October 2024) and appendices is approved and must be implemented and

adhered to. Any further changes to the generic EMPrs would need to be updated as per the applicable

Regulations at the time.

16. The EMPrs must be implemented and adhered to. They shall be seen as dynamic documents and shall

be included in all contract documentation for the development.

17. Changes to the approved EMPrs must be submitted in accordance with the EIA Regulations applicable

at the time.

18. The Department reserves the right to amend the approved EMPrs should any impacts that were not

anticipated or covered in the BAR be discovered.

Frequency and process of updating the EMPr 

19. The EMPr must be updated where the findings of the environmental audit reports, contemplated in

Condition 26 below, indicate insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the

undertaking of the activity, or insufficient levels of compliance with the Environmental Authorisation or

EMPr.

20. The updated EMPr must contain recommendations to rectify the shortcomings identified in the

environmental audit report.

21. The updated EMPr must be submitted to the Department for approval together with the environmental

audit report, as per Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended. The updated EMPr must

have been subjected to a public participation process, which process has been agreed to by the

Department, prior to submission of the updated EM Pr to the Department for approval.

22. In assessing whether to grant approval of an EMPr which has been updated as a result of an audit, the

Department will consider the processes prescribed in Regulation 35 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as

amended. Prior to approving an amended EMPr, the Department may request such amendments to the

EMPr as it deems appropriate to ensure that the EMPr sufficiently provides for avoidance, management

and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity.

23. The holder of the authorisation must apply for an amendment of an EM Pr, if such amendment is required

before an audit is required. The amendment process is prescribed in Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations,

2014, as amended. The holder of the authorisation must request comments on the amendments to the

impact management outcomes of the EMPr or amendments to the closure objectives of the closure plan

from potentially interested and affected parties, including the competent authority, by using any of the

methods provided for in the Act for a period of at least 30 days.
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24. The holder of the authorisation must appoint an experienced Environmental Control Officer (ECO) for the

construction phase of the development that will have the responsibility to ensure that the

mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this Environmental Authorisation

are implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.

24.1. The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities.

24.2. Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the

Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department. 

24.3. The ECO must keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a 

task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO. 

24.4. The ECO must remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for implementation 

due to construction damage, are completed and the site is ready for operation. 

Recording and reporting to the Department 

25. All documentation e.g. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and notifications, required to be submitted to

the Department in terms of this Environmental Authorisation, must be submitted to the

Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

26. The holder of the Environmental Authorisation must, for the period during which the Environmental

Authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that project compliance with the conditions of the

Environmental Authorisation and the EMPr are audited, and that the audit reports are submitted to the

Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

27. The frequency of auditing and of submission of the environmental audit reports must be as per the

frequency indicated in the EMPr, taking into account the processes for such auditing as prescribed in

Regulation 34 of the ElA Regulations, 2014 as amended.

28. The holder of the authorisation must, in addition, submit environmental audit reports to the Department

within 30 days of completion of the construction phase (i.e. within 30 days of site handover) and a final

environmental audit report within 30 days of completion of rehabilitation activities.

29. The environmental audit reports must be compiled in accordance with Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations,

2014 as amended and must indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the

audit in terms of compliance with the Environmental Authorisation conditions as well as the requirements

of the approved EM Pr.
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30. Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for inspection to any

relevant and competent authority in respect of this development.

Notification to authorities 

31. A written notification of commencement must be given to the Department no later than fourteen (14) days

prior to the commencement of the activity. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site

preparation. The notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commence, as 

well as a reference number.

Operation of the activity 

32. A written notification of operation must be given to the Department no later than fourteen (14) days prior

to the commencement of the activity operational phase.

Site closure and decommissioning 

33. Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the holder of the authorisation must undertake the

required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements

administered by any relevant and Competent Authority at that time.

Specific conditions 

Avifauna and bats 

34. Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) (Wind Turbine GPS - including rotor-swept-area) must not be

constructed within Very High sensitivity areas (i.e., within the 3km Very High avifaunal nest buffer) and all

infrastructure is to avoid Very High Sensitivity areas.

35. WTGs placed in areas of high and medium sensitivity areas and within 5.2km of the Verreaux's Eagle

nest (including rotor-swept-area) must be fitted with shutdown-on-demand or similar technology prior to

blades being allowed to turn, and a single blade must be painted with a stripe of signal red (of appropriate

width and location following latest available research at the time of construction) pending approval from

the South African Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).

36. A livestock carcass management programme is to be implemented across the site prior to the spinning of 

any WTGs to reduce the likelihood of attracting Cape Vulture to the proposed development site.
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37. Operational phase bird monitoring, in line with the latest available guidelines, must be implemented.

38. Observer-based shut-down-on-demand must be implemented covering all WTG positions during summer

(December to March) to reduce the likelihood of collisions occurring during the influx of White Stork to the

area.

39. An avifaunal carcass search and activity monitoring programme must be developed and conducted for at

least the first five years of operation and in-line with the latest applicable guidelines.

40. Novel above-ground overhead power lines (such as the 33kV Powerlines and Cables) to be constructed

adjacent to existing transmission infrastructure where possible and pylons to be staggered (where

possible) relative to existing pylon positions to increase the overall visibility of transmission infrastructure

to avifauna such as bustards.

41. The results of the pre-construction bird monitoring programme must inform the final layout and the

construction schedule of the facility.

42. A construction phase monitoring plan must survey bird communities on the WEF and must be

implemented to monitor impacts resulting from the infrastructure installations. This monitoring plan must

be implemented for the duration of the construction phase.

43. Bird and bat monitoring must be undertaken by an accredited specialist and must be undertaken in

accordance with the most recent version of the Birdlife South Africa / Endangered Wildlife Trust: Best

Practice Guidelines for Avian Monitoring and Impact Mitigation at proposed Wind Energy Development

Sites in Southern Africa and the SABAAP best practice guidelines.

44. A bird and bat monitoring programme must be implemented to document the effect of the operation of the

facility on avifauna and bats. This must commence prior to construction and continue during operation of

the facility.

45. The facility must be designed to discourage the use of infrastructure components as perching or roosting

substrates by birds and bats.

46. During construction the holder of the authorisation must restrict construction activities to the development

footprint area. No access to the remainder of the property is allowed.

47. Anti-collision devices such as bird flappers must be installed where power lines cross avifaunal corridors

(e.g. grasslands, rivers, wetlands, and dams). The input of an avifaunal specialist must be obtained for

the fitting of the anti-collision devices onto specific sections of the line once the exact positions of the

towers have been surveyed and pegged. Additional areas of high sensitivity along the preferred alignment

must also be identified by the avifaunal specialist for the fitment of anti-collision devices. These devices

must be designed according to Eskom's Transmission and EWT's Guidelines.
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48. A pre-construction walk through of the turbine positions by a avifaunal specialist must be conducted to

ensure that; micro-siting of the turbines has the least possible impact; there are no nests sites of priority

species on or close to the construction corridor; and all protected plant species impacted are identified.

49. The positioning of the WTG's in the final layout align with the recommendations of the bat specialist.

50. Blade feathering below the manufacturers cut in speed should be applied during operation of the facility

from 30 minutes before sunset to 4 am in the morning from September to March. Approximately 31 % of

bat activity occurs below 3m/s and could therefore be an initial method to reduce residual impacts.

51. All bat fatalities should be reported to the South African Bat Assessment Association (SABAA). Close

attention should be paid to Natal long-fingered bat fatalities to make sure that wind farm developments in

the area don't have an effect on the De Hoop population.

52. Thresholds calculated for the Overberg Wind Farm equate to an estimate of 416 bat fatalities per least

concern insectivorous bat species or family per annum. If thresholds are reached, the following curtailment

techniques that must be implemented:

September and October December and January 

(Spring) (Summer) 

Time Period 21 h00-02h00 21 h00-03h00 

Temperature (°C) Below 18 Below 18.5 

Cut in Wind Speed (m/s) Below 6.5 m/s Below 6.5m/s 
-

53. Operational-phase monitoring must use a similar methodology as the pre-construction monitoring to

ensure comparability of results but must also include the collection of mortality data.

54. Operational-phase monitoring must start as soon as the turbines are operational and must also include

surveys of power lines (such as the 33kV Powerlines and Cables) for mortalities.

55. Birdlife South Africa and the Endangered Wildlife Trust must be given the opportunity to review and

approve the methodology and the approved methodology must be submitted to this Department for record

keeping.

56. Avifaunal monitoring reports, as well as the raw monitoring data must be submitted to the relevant

provincial environmental department, Bird life South Africa, the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), and this

Department on a quarterly basis. The report will assist all stakeholders in identifying potential and

additional mitigation measures and to establish protocols for a bird monitoring programme for wind energy

development in the country.

57. Should the results of the operational-phase monitoring need additional mitigation measures, the EMPr

must be amended and submitted to the provincial environmental department, Birdlife South Africa and

the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) for comments as well as to this Department for approval.
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58. The EMPr must be reviewed annually and Birdlife South Africa, EWT, the provincial environmental

department and this Department must be given the opportunity to comment on the bird monitoring

specifications every year for as long as post construction monitoring continues.

59. Habitat destruction must be kept to an absolute minimum by keeping the lay-down areas as small as

possible, reducing the number and size/length of roads and reducing the final extent of the developed

area.

60. The holder of the authorisation must ensure that lighting on the turbines is kept to a minimum and is

coloured (red or green} and intermittent, rather than permanent and while, to reduce confusion effects for

nocturnal migrants.

Vegetation, wetlands and water resources 

61. The following buffer across all identified watercourses must be implemented:

61.1. Seeps and other minor drainage lines: Construction period: 15m; Operation period: 15m; Final:

15m; 

61.2. Rivers and valley bottom wetlands: Construction period: 25m; Operation period: 15m; Final: 25m; 

and 

61.3. Artificial dams/farm dams: no buffer. 

62. All species of special concern (SSC} must be identified and every effort must be made to rescue them.

63. Vegetation clearing must be limited to the required footprint. Mitigation measures must be implemented

to reduce the risk of erosion and the invasion of alien species.

64. Critical available biodiversity information must be consulted for the final placement of turbines and

associated infrastructure.

65. The holder of the authorisation must ensure that the continuous monitoring and removal of alien plant

species is undertaken. An alien removal program must be developed and implemented.

66. Before clearing the site, permits must be obtained for the removal of plants listed in the National Forest

Act and from the relevant provincial department for the destruction of species protected in terms of the

specific provincial legislation. Copies of the permits must be submitted to the Department for record

keeping.

67. Construction activities must be restricted to demarcated areas to restrict impact on vegetation, birds and

animals.

68. All areas of disturbed soil must be reclaimed using only indigenous grass and shrubs. Reclamation

activities must be undertaken as early as possible on disturbed areas.

69. Topsoil from all excavations and construction activities must be salvaged and reapplied during

reclamation.
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70. The holder of the authorisation is required to inform the relevant provincial department and/or this

Department should the removal of protected species, medicinal plants and "data deficient" plant species

be required.

71 No exotic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes; only indigenous plants of the area may be

utilised.

72. Erosion mitigation measures must be implemented to prevent any potential erosion.

73. Cleared alien vegetation must not be dumped on adjacent intact vegetation during clearance but must be

temporarily stored in a demarcated area.

7 4. Removal of alien invasive species or other vegetation and follow-up procedures must be in accordance 

with the Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act, 1983 (Act No.43 of 1983). 

75. The holder of the authorisation must ensure that all the "No-go" areas are clearly demarcated (using

fencing and signage) before construction commences.

76. Contractors and construction workers must be clearly informed of the no-go areas.

77. Where roads pass right next to major water bodies provision should be made for fauna such as toads to

pass under the roads by using culverts or similar.

78. Bridge design must be such that it minimises impact on the riparian areas with minimal alterations to water

flow and must be permeable to movement of fauna and flora.

Roads and transportation 

79. Existing road infrastructure must be used as far as possible for providing access to the turbine positions.

Where no road infrastructure exists, new roads must be placed within existing disturbed areas or

environmental conditions must be taken into account to ensure the minimum amount of damage is caused

to natural habitats.

80. A transportation plan must be developed, particularly for the transport of turbines, main assembly cranes

and other large equipment. A permit must be obtained from the relevant transport department for the

transportation of all components (abnormal loads) to the sites.

81. Signs must be placed along construction roads to identify speed limits, travel restrictions, and other

standard traffic control information.

82. Roads must be designed so that changes to surface water runoff are avoided and erosion is not initiated.

83. Internal access roads must be located to minimize stream crossings. All structures crossing streams must

be located and constructed so that they do not decrease channel stability or increase water velocity.

84. Existing drainage must not be altered, especially in sensitive areas.

85. A designated access to the site must be created and clearly marked to ensure safe entry and exit.

86. Sign age must be erected at identified points warning of turning traffic and the construction site.
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