GOSPEL—Luke 1:26-38.
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of
David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her,
‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” She was deeply
disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could
mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have
won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and
you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ances-
tor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his
reign will have no end.” Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this
come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon
you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover
you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called
Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her
old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren
1s now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.” ‘I am
the handmaid of the Lord,” said Mary ‘let what you have said be
done to me.” And the angel left her.

NOTICES

FIRST SUNDAY/WEEKEND: Fr Peter Dowling’s first Sunday/Weekend in St
Columba’s is the 9th/10th of January. That makes the 3rd of January our
last Sunday here. We are full of gratitude and prayer for every single pa-
rishioner here. We know you will extend the same love you gave us to Fr
Peter. SOME UPDATES ON OUR MOVEMENTS: Fr Thomas Wilberforce
will be the new Parish Priest of St Anthony’s Govan. Fr Ambrose heads to
London to St Chad’s Parish, South Norwood. Please continue to keep us in
your prayers.

CHRISTMAS MASSES: Because of the 50 person limit for each Mass, we are
going to have 3 Christmas Vigil Masses and 3 Christmas Day Masses:
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES—6PM, 7:30PM AND 9PM

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES—10AM, 11AM AND 12 PM.

NEW YEAR MASSES—(VIGIL) 6PM

NEW YEAR DAY MASSES—10AM AND 12PM
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VIGIL MASSES 4:30PM

MASS TIMES

SUNDAY S MASSES 10AM, 12 NOON & 5PM

MONDAYS—SATURDAYS 10AM

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B 20/12/20
FIRST READING—2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14-16.

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from
all the enemies surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look,
I am living in a house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent.” Nathan
said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.’

But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell
my servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a
house to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to
be leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all your expeditions;
I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give you fame as great as
the fame of the greatest on earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel;
I will plant them there and they shall dwell in that place and never be dis-
turbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in
the days when I appointed judges over my people Israel; I will give them
rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make you great; the Lord will
make you a House. And when your days are ended and you are laid to rest
with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body after you and
make his sovereignty secure. | will be a father to him and he a son to me; if
he does evil, I will punish him with the rod such as men use, with strokes
such as mankind gives. Your House and your sovereignty will always stand
secure before me and your throne be established for ever.””
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