
GOSPEL—John 1:6-8, 19-28 
A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 
He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone 
might believe through him. 
He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. 
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and Le-
vites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, but he 
declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are you 
Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So 
they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who 
sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah 
prophesied: 
a voice that cries in the wilderness: 
Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further 
question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not 
Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there 
stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; and I 
am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the far 
side of the Jordan, where John was baptising. 

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 
CARING SUNDAY: Today, Caring Sunday, is a day we normally have an Arch-
diocesan second Collection. However the Archdiocese prefers that the mon-
ey be paid online through the Archdiocesan website. Consequently every-
body is encouraged to visit the Archdiocesan website: www.rcag.org.uk and 
click the donate button and choose ‘St Nicholas Care Fund’ or click this link: 
 https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086401.  
Consequently, today there is NO parish second collection. This process will 
be repeated on days we have  Archdiocesan Second collections. However 
when we don’t have an Archdiocesan Second Collection, we follow the Par-
ish tradition of having a parish second collection. Thanks 
CHRISTMAS MASSES: Because of the 50 person limit for each Mass, we are 
going to have 3 Christmas Vigil Masses and 3 Christmas Day Masses: 
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASSES—6PM, 7:30PM AND 9PM 
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES—10AM, 11AM AND 12 PM. 
NEW YEAR MASSES—(VIGIL) 6PM 
NEW YEAR DAY MASSES—10AM AND 12PM 

LET’S NOT BE AFRAID TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF JESUS AS A PARISH. 

VIGIL MASSES 4:30PM  

SUNDAY S MASSES 10AM, 12 NOON & 5PM 

MONDAYS—SATURDAYS 10AM 
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Fr Thomas Wilberforce C.S.Sp. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   YEAR B      
13/12/20 

FIRST READING—Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 
for the Lord has anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 
to bind up hearts that are broken; 
to proclaim liberty to captives, 
freedom to those in prison; 
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. 
‘I exult for joy in the Lord, 
my soul rejoices in my God, 
for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation, 
he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, 
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 
like a bride adorned in her jewels. 
‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow, 
as a garden makes seeds spring up, 
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise 
spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 
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