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The President’s Messages – Donna Stapleton
As we begin a new year, I want to take this opportunity to
thank our wonderful, amazing and dedicated volunteers. Did
you know that we have over 50 volunteers? And our Costa
Mesa Friends have the largest membership in the county
library system? Our board members work tirelessly to keep
our group focused and do everything they can to raise money
to support our libraries. Our bookstore volunteers do an
incredible job keeping both bookstores neatly filled with a
wide variety of books and decorate the stores beautifully as
each season rolls into another.
A big Thank You to each of you for ALL YOU DO! We want
to wish you all a very happy, healthy and prosperous new
year!

UPDATE ON MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS FOR MESA
VERDE BRANCH
As you remember from our Fall issue of The Binding, I
mentioned that we are hoping to install 4 outdoor musical
instruments in the grass/concrete area in front of the Mesa
Verde Library. Freenotes instruments were developed by
Grammy winning musician, Richard Cooke, in 1995 to help
people of all ages experience the freedom of playing music
instinctively without worrying about hitting wrong notes.
Besides being audibly pleasing, the four instruments are also
visually pleasing. Playing music in the library/park setting will
be a community-building opportunity that encourages
creativity, self-confidence, stress release, curiosity, and joy.
We believe it will increase visibility for the library and its
programs. The instruments are finely tuned with carefully
chosen notes that invite easy improvisation with little musical
skill. Freenotes instruments are durable and low -
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The President’s Messages - Continued
Maintenance. They have been installed in all climates throughout the U.S. They are perfectly
tuned, multigenerational, play no “wrong” notes, and require no power. These instruments (if
approved by the City Council) will be available 365 days a year for musicians and non-musicians
to play.
Recently, our former president, Bob Ooten, and I made presentations before the Costa Mesa
Cultural Arts Commission and the Costa Mesa Parks and Recreation Committee. We wanted to
inform them of our goal, to enlist their support and to gather ideas and suggestions of ways to
work with the City and to raise money for the project. Both groups were enthusiastic and the
Cultural Arts Commission has generously given us a $500 grant contingent on the City Council’s
approval. Currently, we have donations from Friends’ members totaling $8,250. Applications
for two additional grants have been submitted and we are looking for more. Once the project
is approved, we will continue raising money toward the total cost of $20,288.

OCPL TO CLOSE TECH LIBRARY
Our tech library will be closing on January 31, and much of its equipment will be moved to the
new library at Lions Park. We are sad to lose this library since it is only one of two tech libraries
in the county system. Staff will be transferred to our new library.

Mesa Verdi Gets a
Great

Roof and we get a

Business Member!

Remember that Thursday when it rained and rained and rained. Unfortunately, the volunteers
and shoppers at the Mesa Verde bookstore that day were subjected to some big leaks.
Actually, they were forced close the bookstore at 2:00. It was then decided that we definitely
needed to get the roof fixed. A week or so later we found the Stay Dry Roofing Company. The
owner, Javier Garcia, came out, looked at the roof, saw that we are a non-profit raising money
to support our libraries and gave us a very reasonable estimate. He then found two books he
wanted, which we gave gladly him. His company has completed the work and we feel very
confident our bookstore will be dry for a long time. We would also like to welcome the Stay
Dry Roofing Company as our newest business member!
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A Little went a Long Way towards
Supporting The Friends!
During November, the Ace Hardware on Harbor selected the Friends of the Costa Mesa
Libraries as its charity of the month. During that period, customers were asked if they wanted
to “pay up” to the next dollar and donate the few cents to The Friends. Well…(Drum roll,
please.)…at the end of the month we were presented with a check for $1,256.17! As you can
imagine, we were thrilled! Thank you so very much to everyone who “paid up” and especially
to ACE Hardware for the opportunity.

Amazon Smile – An

Way to Give!

You shop. Amazon gives.
DO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS SHOP AT AMAZON?
NOW YOU CAN CONTINUE TO SHOP AT AMAZON AND GIVE .5% OF YOUR
PURCHASES IN CASH TO THE FRIENDS OF THE COSTA MESA LIBRARIES

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Instead of logging in at Amazon.com, log in at smile.amazon.com
Log in with your user name and password as you always do.
Go to the word SUPPORTING under the search box.
Type in FRIENDS OF THE COSTA MESA LIBRARIES and click SEARCH. When you see
our name, click on SELECT.
You are set to do your purchasing just like you always do.
Remember: Each time you want to purchase something on Amazon, always log into

smile.amazon.com

Membership
All memberships (except life memberships) expired on December 31. If you’re not sure when
yours expires, there is an easy way to tell. if you received this newsletter via USPS, your
expiration date will be printed on the mailing label. If you receive the newsletter by email, your
expiration date will be in the text of the email. Any questions, please contact
friendscmlibraries@att.net or 949-722-1293.
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from the Costa Mesa Libraries
By Katrina Jones

Donald Dugan
It’s been a very exciting year for our library as we prepare for the move into the new building!
This last year has brought several new programs to the community, including Lunch at the
Library. Our Summer Reading Program was successful and so were our adult programs,
including the Book Club led by our adult librarian, Nancy Pe’a. We look forward to expanding
our programming in the new facility and serving many more patrons.
Thank you to the Friends for their continued support and assistance!

Costa Mesa Technology Library
The Scary Library and Costume Parade was a hit on October 30th. The Library continued its focus on
STEM programming with STEMup4Youth on November 17th.
Join us at the Costa Mesa Technology Library for a Meet Libby Program! Learn how to use the new Libby
app on Saturday, January 16th from 3-4 p.m. This new app from Overdrive works for Android, IOS, and
Windows 10 devices.
Thank you to the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries for their continuing support!
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Updates from the Costa Mesa Libraries Mesa Verde Library
Mesa Verde Library has several upcoming programs:
Story times
This will resume starting Monday, January 7th at 11:00 AM
Pre-School Story time, Mondays at 11 AM
Lap sit Story time, Tuesdays at 11 AM
Toddler Story time, Wednesdays at 11 AM
Bilingual Story time, Thursdays 11 AM

Tech Help
This is a one-on-one, appointment based, tech help program for patrons who have questions and need
assistance with computers or other electronic devices.

Book Clubs
Speculative Fiction Book Club, January 24 and February 28 at 11 am
Murder in the Stacks Book Club, January 9 and February 13 at 11 am
Come pick up your book at the library

All Day Drop in Craft
Visit the Children’s area and pick up a fun Make & Take Craft! This program takes place the second
Saturday of each month.
All day. While Supplies Last***

A Word from Our New VP of Programs –
By Alison Wright
Greetings to all the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries (CM FOL). I wanted to take this opportunity to
introduce myself. It has been so much fun getting to know the CM FOL Board members, and I look
forward to getting to know all of you. I encourage you to reach out to me with ideas and/or suggestions
of potential events and speakers who you would like to see. You can email me any time at
wright.alison62@gmail.com.
As a classroom teacher and the Senior Associate of Professional Development for the National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA), education and sharing resources has always been a passion of mine.
Moreover, connecting with people and helping to build community always brings me great joy.
I want to thank my friend and neighbor, Olga Reynolds, for connecting me with the Friends of the
Library. Thank you to the entire Board for welcoming me, and specifically to Donna Stapleton, Kristina
Jones and Katie Crawford, for all your kindness, encouragement and help as I learn this new role.
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Your Membership
By Tracey Daschbach
Rain dropped off of branches thick with pine needles. At the edge of the cave the
fire crackled and spit as the horse shifted uneasily as a newcomer approached
from the road. Then, somebody tapped the girl’s shoulder and she looked up as
the scene, built from the pages of her book, dissolved. The fire pit grew legs and flattened into a table,
while the cave’s jagged surroundings smoothed out and formed back into walls of the library nook the
girl sat in. Closing her book, she got up to leave with her mother. The girl smiled, knowing her
adventure would start again as soon as she flipped open the pages of the book nestled under her arm.
Books open worlds to each and every one of us; adventures in magical lands, histories of our own, skills
and ideas we may not have explored without pages to guide the way. Libraries open the path to these
books that enrich our lives, as well as resources such as computer labs, and education assistance. By
encouraging those around you to become members of the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries, you can
help us support these services that better the lives of everyone. Thank you for your continued support
and happy reading.
(I want to thank my daughter, Jillian, for composing my column this newsletter.)

Friends of The Library
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