
Biblical Storytelling for the Virtual Worship & World

Class Schedule
Meeting 1 (Sept 19, 2020) We will explore the overall themes of the class and take time to introduce ourselves
with care to one another, including our contexts, goals and intentions for seeking to practice the art of Biblical
Storytelling. Prior to this class Learning Partners will be assigned for discussing the readings of the course.
Instructions for the pre-recorded Biblical Storytelling presentation will be given, samples from the Instructor
discussed in class, and a class calendar for student Biblical Storytelling presentations across the semester will be
created.

Class Meetings and pre-Meeting Assignments: Each Saturday there will be a morning (9:00-12:00) and an
afternoon (1:00-3:00) session, as described in the Course Description. There will be a 5-10 minute break each
hour.  Lunch will be from 12:00pm-12:30 paired in a breakout room with another student and 12:30-1:00pm
will be on your own.

1. Saturday, September 19: Introduction to the Class and Class Participants
Required Reading (see Readings List for full entries)
The Art of Story Telling: Easy Steps to Presenting an Unforgettable Story by John Walsh
BibleTelling: Telling God’s Word By John Walsh
Pre-Meeting Assignments

● Pre-Meeting Reading: Read both entire books (above). Procure all required books
and begin to survey the rest of the books on the required reading list.

● Pre-Meeting Writing: Make careful notes on each chapter and bring your notes to class.
● Pre-Meeting Learning Partner Discussion: By Zoom discuss your chapter notes and learning with

your Learning Partner(s) at least one day before class
● Recommended Reading

Day, Doris. “Storytelling Techniques” Biblestorytelling.org. Last accessed May 12, 2020
http://www.biblestorytelling.org/devotions/W%20Storytelling%20Techniques%20PDF%207-24-13.pdf
Day, Jack. “Tips for Bible Storytellers” Biblestorytelling.org. Last accessed May 12, 2020
http://www.biblestorytelling.org/adults/Tips%20for%20Telling%20a%20Bible%20Story.pdf

http://www.biblestorytelling.org/devotions/W%20Storytelling%20Techniques%20PDF%207-24-13.pdf
http://www.biblestorytelling.org/adults/Tips%20for%20Telling%20a%20Bible%20Story.pdf


9:00am

(1) Welcome & Opening Prayer

(2) Introduce myself & Sacred Storytelling as spiritual discipline and how I entered the world of virtual
storytelling

(3) “What’s your story?” let’s play a game - Meet your fellow storytellers

(4) Share the story of the minstrel & the villagers
–we are about cathedral building work, the work of artisans

Holding out the vision blesses us with a lightness and hope in what we are creating
https://sacredstructures.org/mission/the-story-of-three-bricklayers-a-parable-about-the-power-of-purpose
/

https://sacredstructures.org/mission/the-story-of-three-bricklayers-a-parable-about-the-power-of-purpose/
https://sacredstructures.org/mission/the-story-of-three-bricklayers-a-parable-about-the-power-of-purpose/


(5) “What’s your story?” let’s play a game - Meet your fellow storytellers

(6) We are about the work of catching the vision of children, Jesus has this beautiful story of the children in
Matthew 11:16-17.  Storytelling is play, God calls us to play.

Matthew 11:16-17, 25-30
‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and

calling to one another,
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.”

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Storytelling invites people to emotionally and spiritually experience a new reality, God’s reality.  Jesus told
stories to open people’s hearts to deeper understandings.1 Jesus told stories to transform lives.2 “Jesus did not
tell his stories in a vacuum; he was neither the first nor the only storyteller in his world.  He emerged from a

2 Matthew 13:1-9, Mark 4:1-9, Luke 8:4-8

1 Matthew 13:10-15, Mark 4:10-12, Luke 8:9-10



rich storytelling culture.”   Parables came out of a milieu of Jewish storytelling. Rabbis told stories called
mashals and many carry the form, motif and plots as those used by Jesus. People were as accustomed to
understanding mashals as we are accustomed to understanding memes today.  Parables were created with the
intent that they be retold.  The parables Jesus told revealed deep truths, were engaging, life changing and easy to
remember using everyday objects.  Even today, the parables of Jesus still speak to us providing us insight and
wisdom into current spiritual, religious and ethical issues.

(7) “What’s your story?”

9:50-10am BREAK

(8) More about PLAY and our playing together
1. Practice, practice, practice...Understand and articulate the importance of encouraging and nurturing

Storytelling art as a spiritual practice that incorporates both a devotional deepening aspect and an
evangelism reaching dynamic.

2. Love your own & other’s uniqueness... Express their understanding of their own unique style and
strengths as a Biblical Storyteller.

3. Abundant Affirmation...Deepen their understanding of developing a supportive Storytelling network
while being an encourager of others in each person’s Storytelling endeavors.

4. YouTube (Facebook Live, Vimeo...etc.) is your mission field... Demonstrate increasing ability to
engage online and social media tools for Biblical Storytelling in virtual ministry, worship and
outreach.



(9) “What’s your story?”

Turn off slide show for media mission field & calendar discussion

YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, Vimeo… All will begin learning to tell one story today.  You may use one this
one or chose a different one for your recording that needs to be posted on our Google Classroom or our private
FB page group before October 10.  Please send me an email telling me where you posted it.

Rules of engagement in posting and commenting on posts

Story of watching a child learn to walk – we are cheering them on – we are not telling them how they did not
place their foot down properly…etc.  We will cheer each other on in the same spirit.

MESOM Storytellers – Private Facebook Group Description & Google Classroom posting rules

This is the Sacred Storytelling Lab for the Maine School of Ministry Biblical Storytellers. This is a place to
play, experiment & practice the art of storytelling: a supportive lab of learning to give and receive
encouragement from your fellow storytellers.  A place to share storytelling treasures you discover with others.

All comments will be positive. No negative critiques or corrective opinions will be accepted here.

Members may share their own Biblical Storytelling art and comment on each other’s contributions. If you do
not wish for people to comment on your art please state this in the comments section.

If choosing to comment on your fellow storyteller’s contribution, substantive comments and thoughtful
feedback is helpful.



For example:

*Name what you enjoyed most about the story.

*Identify what was done that you found drew you deeper into the tale.

*List the strengths you noted in the storyteller’s art.

*Share what you personally learn from this story.

This is not the place to offer your opinion on what the storyteller can do to improve. This may sound strange but
this style of lab is based on the belief that as one grows more confident in their art the weaknesses will fade and
the strengths will grow. AND to remember we are ones who know God’s strength is made perfect in our
weakness.

So please hand over to God your perceived weaknesses in yourself or in others.

“We naturally will bless others with our strengths. God will supernaturally bless others through our
weaknesses.” - Leonard Sweet

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO BE IN THE POSTING CALENDAR

Week 1, 2 or 3 – The posting will be spaced out. – Take a poll

4 people will post between Sept 20-26

6 people will post between Sept 27 – Oct 3

6 people will post between Oct 4-9

Everyone please take the time to watch and comment on a couple of postings prior to our Oct 10
gathering

(10) The art of storytelling is not about memorizing

a. Limits the number of stories you’ll be able to tell, limits flexibility, may distract from your
ministry

b. The art of storytelling involves sharing the story from images

10:50-11:00am BREAK



11:00am

(11) Sacred Storytelling Lab “Draw & Tell”
a. I adore the work done by John Walsh.  His approach is beautifully humble in that he highlights

the power of storytelling from his professed weakness as one who struggles with stuttering.
Learning to embrace your perceived storytelling strengths and weaknesses is important. Coming
to trust that God will give you all you need to tell a story is also a part of the storyteller’s faith
journey.

(12) 525 Stories in the Bible! - “In the beginning God created” (Genesis 1:1a NIV) and people, reflecting
God’s creativity, have told stories. Long before the stories of the Bible were collected and organized into
print they were shared through the practice and tradition of oral storytelling. Stories were told to deepen
community, strengthen identity, create meaning, inspire courage, elevate worship, teach ethics, explain
suffering, alleviate pain, instigate healing, provide entertainment and more. Oral storytelling is of
immense value in ministry today for enriching preaching, liturgy, teaching, worship, pastoral care,
mission, evangelism and discipleship.

Draw and Tell Workshop3

We are just going to jump right in and do this! Turn slide show off!

Read your story twice and divide it into sections. (8 minutes)

Turn slide show back on after folks have divided their stories

3 John Walsh, BibleTelling: Telling God’s Word (Bloomington, IL:BibleTelling, 2018).



(13 & 14) Display of sample story

Give instructions for making drawings for each section of the story.

Turn slide show off!

Sketch/draw something for each section of your story. (15 minutes)

Instructions for Breakout #1
Show your drawings to each other and explain how they fit the story.
12:00 - 12:30pm – discuss with partner during Lunch

1:00pm
Read your story one time (4 minutes)

Instructions for Breakout #2
BREAK OUT #2 – two new partners
Tell your stories to each other – only looking at your drawings. (4 minutes each)
Stumble through the story

Read their story one more time. (3 minutes)

Instructions for Breakout #3
BREAK OUT #3 – two new partners



Tell your story to each other without looking at your story or your drawings.
After each telling, the partner says “My favorite part of your story was…” (6 minutes each)

Video Link
Share Video at 20:30 John Walsh on Requirement #1 for excelling at BibleTelling.
“Experience the power of a Bible story simply told.”

Instructions for Breakout #4.
BREAK OUT #4 – four students in each group
Students: At least one person in each group is to tell of a time when
he/she experienced the power of a Bible story simply told. (4 minutes)

Share Video at 33:00 John Walsh talked about Requirement #2 for excelling at BibleTelling.
“Recruit Five Designated Listeners”

Make a list of people who might volunteer (on a weekly basis)
to listen to the stories you are learning. (3 minutes)

Instructions for Breakout #5
BREAK OUT #5 – four students in each group
Each of you tell who is on your list of five potential listeners. (3 minutes)

Quickly skim your story one more time. (2 minutes)

Instructions for next Breakout #6
BREAK OUT #6 – two new partners
Tell your story to each other without looking at your story or your drawings.
After each telling, discuss “My favorite part of your story was…”“What did you personally learn from this
story?” (10 minutes each)

15) The 5 requirements to Excel at Biblical Storytelling4

4 John Walsh, BibleTelling: Telling God’s Word (Bloomington, IL:BibleTelling, 2018) pg 29.



2:25-2:35 BREAK

2:35-3:00 Lighting Round – what is one lightning strike (ah-ha!) today you received you will take with you?



Additional Activity - Let’s throw down some clay & play ~ I simply adore the creative way Walsh invites you
into the work of imagining a story.  Take on a character and tell the story from that character’s point of view!
You can be the narrator but I encourage you to try something different.  Be an animal, an inanimate object, a
family member, an angel, the devil…etc.

BREAK & clay play story prep

Everyone assigned a story beforehand with a list of the questions to ask the other.  Groups will be pre-assigned
so that people are speaking to someone with a different story.  Use “At the Scene” file.

11-11:10am Read through your story 3 times.

11:10-11:20 for one then 11:20-11:30 for the other - Put down the paper and “push through the story” with your
partner

11:30-11:40 for one then 11:40-11:50 for the other - After you’ve both pushed through your story interview
each other

Genesis 32:22-30

Hebrews 11:8-12

Matthew 4:1-11

Hebrews 11: 23-29

Acts 7:54-60


