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Presentation Outline 

ÁDefinition 

ÁAdvantages 

ÁProject Selection 

ÁDesign Considerations 

ÁConstruction Considerations 

ÁPerformance Expectations 

ÁSummary 
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What is a thin overlay?  

And Why Use One? 

ÁAsphalt concrete overlay of 1.5-inch thickness 

or less 

ÁGenerally have a maximum aggregate size of 

12.5-mm or less 

ÁAbility maintain grade and slope with minimum 

impact to drainage 

ÁProvide functional improvement of the 

pavement section 

ÁNo curing time required after placement 

ÁMix design standards allow for use of a variety 

of different mixes to address function concerns 

oWarm-mix asphalt 

oRAP 

oOpen Graded mix 
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Project Selection 

Projects with structural 

damage are not good 

candidates for thin 

overlay. 

 

So what are good 

candidates? 
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Project Evaluation 

ÁVisual Survey 

o Identify type, extent, and severity of distresses 

ÁStructural Assessment 

oNo structural improvement required 

ÁDrainage Evaluation 

o Identify needed changes 

ÁFunctional Evaluation 

oRide quality 

oSkid resistance 

ÁDiscussion with Maintenance  

 Personnel 
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Project Selection 

ÁProjects with minor distresses occurring primarily in the surface such 

as transverse cracking, non-wheelpath longitudinal cracking or 

raveling and weathering. 


