What happens when two sets of same sex partners
agree to conceive, deliver and raise a baby together?

Take four modern day individual characters in committed same sex relationships - 2
men and 2 women - happy with their lives, happy with their partners but missing
that one important part of life that nature can’t provide. Children.

Tom, Dick & Harri... & Jayne

The family of today, when2 +2 =5

By Australia’s Darren Frearson
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The phone conversation between Tom and Dickie discussing potential parenthood, is
overhead by Weronika (“not Veronica, W-Ronika...!), an amusing mid-fifties woman who
manages the gym where Dickie spends most of his days. After a few gentle probing
questions from Weronika, Dickie can’t hide his excitement at the prospect of being a father
and his news gushes out.

Weronika is the mother of Harriet Lebowski (Harri to her friends). Weronika has always
dreamt of becoming a grandmother but with her only child in a long-term same sex

relationship, that dream has seemed like a very remote possibility.

Until now.
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Weronika goes on to play puppet master and engineers a “coincidental” chance meeting
between Dickie and Harri on the premise that all gay people in this town must know each
other.

No sooner has she introduced them, she crowbars into the conversation the idea that the
two of them should be having a baby together.

Dickie is furious; how dare she! That conversation was private and personal. She had no
right.

Harri too; Firstly, how could she possible know about the baby discussion with Jayne this
morning. Has she got the apartment bugged? And secondly, what fucking business is it of
hers anyway. My mother yes... but this is too much.

The contrived meeting ends badly and eventuates with both of them storming away, both
extremely angry with Weronika.

But the seed is sown. Dickie and Harri go back to their respective partners. Sill angry but
brooding; neither of them telling their partner about the meeting. That night, they both lay
awake contemplating if, perhaps, there was some merit in this Weronika’s idea after all.
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"exploratory discussion 'as to how this proposed situation m|ghf possible work. Tom
explains that when they had first talked of becoming parents, he had assumed adoption
would be the way to go, commonplace now for same sex parents. The whole thinking
behind actually fathering a child had not occurred to Tom and together they discuss the
options including the unthinkable option of actually needing to have sex with a woman.

Harri is shocked to learn that Jayne would even consider this as an option but wants to
know more. Yesterday’s involuntary statement that Jayne would “really like us to have a
baby” had been ricocheting around in Harri’'s head and is now further complicated by the
actual possibility.

Simultaneously (to the viewer at least ) both couples decide that there would be no harm in
taking things to the next step. A meet up - just for a chat... not for anything serious.... Just
a discussion... no commitment... it can’t do any harm... can it?
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For the first time, all four of our characters are consumed with the gravity of the decision
they are planning on making. So many questions.....

But there is one topic of conversation they all avoid discussing. The conception.

Who and how? Where and when? Traditional or turkey baster? Is everyone in the room?
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biologically conceived between Dickie and Harri. But now all four characters had talked it
through, had chance to think a little harder and had started to face up to the realities, the

situation seems somewhat different for everyone.

What about genetics - do some have more preferable genes than others and does this
make them the better biological parents? If a handsome man and a pretty woman
conceive a child, does this guarantee that they will have a good looking baby?

questlon of a conceptlon method remains unanswered a second meeting is called. After
vibrant discussion @and the scribbling of many notes and lists, the four agree that the only
way forward isfor them all to be part of a legally binding contract.

Tom has a lawyer friend and he is engaged to write the most unusual contract with
contributions from all of our characters. (The audience only gets snippets of information
and never knows the full extent of the contract).

The very last item in the contract - conception - is discussed but “who and how” is not
revealed to the audience in this episode.



Episode 06 - Bonk or Blaster

It's the day that everyone has agree is “conception day’. Tom and Dickie have needed to
(and struggled to) refrain from sexual activity for at least 5 days to ensure a high sperm
count. Meanwhile, Harri and Jayne have been taking fertility boosters and monitoring
ovulation patterns.

We see all of our characters going about their daily routines but all are flustering and
clearly bothered by the prospect of this evening’s activity.

It had been agreed that for the comfort of Harri and Jayne, conception by artificial
insemination will be attempted at their apartment, at Fulcrum Towers (much to the disgust
of Tom who is a snob about the quality of the area and believes that any child of theirs
should be conceived in a far more upmarket neighbourhood). A qualified nurse has been
hired to perform the minor, but very specialised procedure.

We see two identical beakers containing sperm, sitting on the table as Tom and Dickie
leave the room. It is not clear whose is whose.

Harri and Jayne both enter the room and take one sample each, then both leave the room
through a different door to the welcoming nurse. The insemination procedure is not
revealed to the audience.

There is a strange air of disappointment as the nurse leaves and the four characters find
themselves somehow deflated by the whole event. It went well. There were no apparent
problems but each of them find themselves struggling to be upbeat. The excitement and
hysteria that created this situation was now over and a period of reflection seems
somehow appropriate.

We take a wider view of our characters as they return to their lives, to normality, and
attempt to fit back into where they had put their lives on hold, just a few weeks before.

For Tom this means throwing himself into work and for Dickie, he is working out every day
to extremes. Weronika (“not Veronica, W-Onika...!”) is always at the gym as the manager,
but there are no words between them, just glances across the equipment.

Of significance, neither Tom nor Dickie are brave enough to mention anything to each
other, possibly in the belief that if it is mentioned then it may not come true.

Harri and Jayne are a little more open with each other and nervously await any signs of
pregnancy. They read magazine articles on pregnancy and eat weird foodstuffs whilst
attempting yoga poses in an effort to ensure the best prospects for pregnancy.

Tom’s cell phone rings - his mouth drops open and his eyes widen - he turns to Dickie
who, having withessed Tom’s expression, is demanding to know who is in the phone and

what is the issue?

After a breath for composure, Tom smiles and says “we’re pregnant”.
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Richard “Dickie” Morecambe, is early thirties and hops
between casual jobs on a weekly basis. He is very
forthright about his sexuality and flaunts is whenever
the situations allows. Dicky lives for the gym and he is
fit, buff and very aware of how physically attractive he is
to both men and women.

Tom is the “Ying” to Dickie’s “Yang” and although individually they present as completely
different souls, together they are the picture of gay coupledom bliss.
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Jayne Smith is a 29 year old British woman who left her
native land after her first marriage failed. She married
young and and her former, significantly older, CEO
husband had multiple affairs that led to the ruin of their
marriage. She still keeps her married surname (Smith) but
will never forgive her ex-husband and will forever hold a
grudge, struggling sometimes to get past it and move on
with her life.

Harri and Jayne have been a couple for 3 years and although Harri has spent her life
knowing exactly who she is, this is Jayne’s first same sex relationship and there are often
signs of her questioning her decisions.




“Is that a Turkey
baster in your
pocket or are you
just pleased to
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“Sex with a woman,
that’'s so unnatural”
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“You’re more
annoying than a
yeast infection”

“I'm working at a
gay newsagents.
It's called Mags and
Fags”

“Your real name is
Jayne Payne?...
Your parents must
have totally hated
you”

“We're pregnant”



