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Letter from the Pastors 

The Advent of our God… 

 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down… – Isaiah 64:1 

 

This month is a time of new beginnings in the church. We start over fresh with the lectionary, the 

planned set of readings for each Sunday. We have gone through the three year rotation and now we start 

the system all over again with Year A – the year of Matthew. 

 

With that year of Matthew, it is the beginning of the new year for us. The previous year has ended and 

now we enter into the festival season. That means the start of Advent, and with it we enter into the 

newness of life in  Jesus. When he enters into history, physically, born of a woman, born under the law, 

he enters into your time and into mine. He takes on the flesh we share. He lets himself take on time and 

space that he might save you and me from time and sin. That he might be born to die to lift you up 

from the grave to newness of life. A life centered on the One who continually comes for you. 

 

We don’t think about that part of the Gospel, do we? That the Gospel is not just about getting to heav-

en (whatever that means), the forgiveness of sins (yes, please!), or resurrection from the dead. It is a con-

tinued story of Jesus himself coming for you. Committing himself to you. Reaching out towards you. 

The Good News of Christ is not that a way has been made to climb up the mountain of God in hopes 

of reaching his throne room one day. It is that God has come down to you. He is done with waiting for 

you to put on your hiking boots and grab your walking stick. He has come down to you to bring you 

heaven itself – where death cannot defeat you; where sins no longer entangle you; where you are free to 

be his own. 

 

As we enter into the Advent season, remember all of this. Remember that he has already come for you 

long before you were born. He came long before you made a decision for him. In his coming to Bethle-

hem, he made a decision about you. That is the Gospel. That is Advent. That is Christmas. 

 

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas, 

 

Pastor Smee 



Scripture Readings for December 

Date Gospel Reading Additional Readings 

Dec-7  

Matthew 3:1-12 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm Reading: 72:1-7 

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13  

Dec-14  

Matthew 11:2-15 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm Reading: 146 

Second Reading: James 5:7-11 

Dec-21 
 

 

Matthew 1:18-25 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-17 

Psalm Reading: 24 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

Dec-28  

Matthew 2:13-23 

First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-14 

Psalm Reading: 111 

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 



 
 

 Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



An in-depth Bible study of Mark via Zoom on 
Tuesday nights, 7:00, under the instruction of 
Mark Brynestad. Please contact Mark Brynestad 
via email at marknsue78@gmail.com for further 
information regarding this class.  

Join “A Bible and a Pencil” Bible study via Zoom on  
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm. The study is on the book of  
Exodus. Please contact Mark Brynestad via email at 
marknsue78@gmail.com for further information  

Limbo Young Adult Life group 
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at  

the Smee’s home. 

Peace Bible Study meets the third 
Wednesday of the month at  9 am in the 
CR. The study is called Introduction to 

the Four Gospels. All are welcome.   







Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 

1 
 
5:30 pm Model 
Planes 
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

2 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

3 4 
 

4 pm Delta Beta 

Event 

5:30 pm Praise Band 

practice 

5 
 
 
10 am Ladies 
Christmas Brunch 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

6 
 
 
10 am Joy Hardy 
Funeral 
 
 

7 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
6 pm Youth Group 

8 
 
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

9 
 
12pm Naomi’s 
Friends 
1:30pm OWLS     
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
2:30pm Parkinson’s 
Group 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

5:30 pm Praise Band 

Practice                     

7 pm Choir 

12 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

13 
 
7 am-11:30 am 
Christmas  Parade 

14 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
2 PM Christmas 
Concert 

15 
 
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
 
 

16 
 
 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm  Church 
Council Meeting 

17 
 
 
9 am Peace Bible 
Study 
10:30 am Music 
Together 
6 pm LMNP 

18 
 
5:30 pm Girl 

Scouts5:30 pm 

Praise Band Practice                    
7 pm Choir 

19 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

20 
 
 
10:30 am Music 
Together 
8am IMTT  
Renewal  

21 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
6:30 pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

23 
 
 
12 pm Naomi’s 
Friend’s 
1:30 pm OWLS 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 

24 
 
 
4:30pm Christmas 
Eve Service 
7 pm Christmas Eve 
Service 
 

 

25 
OFFICE CLOSED 

10 am Christmas 

Service 

26 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

 
 

27 
 

 
 
 
 

28 
 
Worship   
10:00am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
 
 
 

29 
 

6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
 

 
 

30 
 
 
 5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

31 
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We’re on the Web at:  

 

 www.gracelutheran.org 

www.facebook.com/

Phone: 760-375-9768 

Fax: 760-375-1313 

E-mail: gracelutheran@gracelutheran.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Kris Madsen, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Carleton Smee, Associate Pastor  

Christine McClain, Office Manager 

Jane Kuhlman, Music   

Paul Jauregui, Custodian 

Michell Koenig, Gracevine Editor 

Worship Services Sundays at 8 & 10:30 am 

Christian Education Hour Sundays 9:15 am 

 

502 N. Norma 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that eve-

ryone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

John 3:16 (NRSV) 


