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Luke 24:45-53 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 
blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 



Letter from the Pastors 

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as 
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 
                                        - Acts 1:8-11 
 
May 14th is the feast of the Ascension of our Lord; it marks forty days from the resurrection. Saint Luke tells us 
in Acts 1:2-3 that Jesus "presented himself alive to (the Apostles) after his suffering by many proofs, appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God."  Saint Paul also alludes to these appearanc-
es in 1 Corinthians 15:5-6.  
 

The ascension to the right hand of the Father is probably the strang-
est, most abstract thing we confess about Jesus in the Creeds. The 
conception and birth of Jesus is very graspable… the Holy Spirit's 
part in the conception might be strange for us, but we very much 
understand conception and birth. The suffering, death, and burial of 
Jesus is also very much within human understanding and experi-
ence. The resurrection stretches us to be sure, but he who died and 
was buried then rose and actually appeared first to the disciples and 
then to others as well. Though nobody actually saw the resurrection 
happen (that is to say, nobody actually witnessed the moment that 
Jesus came back to life), yet because the tomb was empty and so 
many people saw Jesus after he rose, and because the appearance 
accounts that we do have go to great lengths to show that this was 
not a spirit/ghost but a touchable, pokable, eating breakfast, flesh-
and-bones body, the resurrection is also graspable. But nobody saw 
Christ after the ascension and so it is a more challenging aspect of 
the faith to grasp.   

 
So what does it mean that Christ "ascended to the right hand of the Father?” 
- In Ephesians 4:9-10 Saint Paul tells us that it means that he "also descended into the lower regions of the 
earth" and that "He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill 
all things." Because he ascended we can be confident that he first descended from heaven. That he descended 
from heaven means that we can have confidence in the testimony that he proclaimed to us because it comes as 
first-hand proclamation from the Father, "The word that you hear is not mine, but the Father's who sent 
me" (Jn.14:24). 



- In John 14:2-3 Jesus says, "In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also."   
Here the ascension of Christ means that you have a place prepared for you in glory; that when you die, yet 
shall you live and you can have confidence knowing where you will live, i.e., with Christ and the Saints in the 
Father's house.  
That Christ is preparing a place for you in the Father's house does not mean that he's getting all these rooms 
prepared for a lot of company… getting sheets, beds and clean towels out in preparation for your arrival. 
Christ preparing the Father's house for your arrival means that he is advocating for you – on your behalf – 
before the Father (1 Jn. 2:1-2), "See that sinner? I died for that sinner. My blood covers/forgives that sinner's 
sins and so he/she is not a sinner at all." 
 
- In Ephesians 1:20-21 Saint Paul says that Christ's ascension to the right hand of the Father means that Christ 
has been seated "far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the (age) to come." What does this mean? It means that the reign of 
Christ has already begun; it means that we aren't waiting for his reign to begin, but are already living in it. 
The thousand-year reign that the various stripes of millennialists try to define and nail down perpetually miss 
the mark because the "thousand year reign" is not about time, but relationship, 

John does not actually say whether his vision of the thousand-year reign of the saints takes 
place on earth or in heaven… John speaks of the saints whereabouts in relational, rather 
than in geographical terms. Each time we might expect him to say that they "reigned on 
earth," he says that they "reigned with Christ" (Rev. 20:4,6). The point bears repeating. If we 
ask, "Where are the saints? We receive the answer, "They are with Christ." The relational 
answer "with Christ" points us to the heart of life in the millennial kingdom.* 

As in other places in Revelation, a thousand symbolizes fullness; so, for example the 144,000 from every tribe 
of Israel (Rev. 7:4) becomes "a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 
of peoples…" (Rev. 7:9). 144,000 comes to symbolize the full number of the multitude of saints. So too, the 
thousand year reign of Christ is not a literal one thousand years, but rather the fullness of time for which 
Christ reigns. And the ascension to the right hand of the Father means that the reign of Christ has begun 
even though for now his reign is as "head over all things to the Church" (Eph. 1:22) and we look for the Day 
of his return when he "transforms our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself" (Phil. 3:21); that Great Day when, "every knee bows down and tongue 
confesses God" (Rom. 14:11). 
                 Ascension Day Blessings, 
                  Pastor Kris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____ 
*Koester, Craig R. Revelation and the End of All Things, pg.184-185. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Grand 
Rapids, MI/Cambridge, UK, 2001. (emphasis is my own) 



Scripture Readings for May 

Date Gospel Reading Additional Readings 

 

May 3 

 

John 14:1-14 

First Reading: Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 

Psalm Reading: 146 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

 

May 10 

 

John 14:15-21 

First Reading: Acts 17:16-31 

Psalm Reading: 66:8-20 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

 

May 17 

 

 

John 17:1-11 

First Reading: Acts 1:12-26 

Psalm Reading: 68:1-10 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11  

 

May 24 

 

John 7:37-39 

First Reading: Numbers 11:24-30 

Psalm Reading: 25:1-15 

Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

 

May 31 
 

Mathew 28:16-20 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm Reading: 8 

Second Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-36 



 
 

 Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Naomi’s Friends                                 

Is a widow’s                                         

Support Group.  

They meet the 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday of each month 

At Lugo’s Grill @ 12pm.                     

Forums on the roofing project will be this Sun-

day and next Sunday at 9:15 in room 7  

8 



An in-depth Bible study of Mark via Zoom on 
Tuesday nights, 7:00, under the instruction of 
Mark Brynestad. Please contact Mark Brynestad 
via email at marknsue78@gmail.com for further 
information regarding this class.  

Join “A Bible and a Pencil” Bible study via Zoom on  
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm. The study is on the book of  
Exodus. Please contact Mark Brynestad via email at 
marknsue78@gmail.com for further information  
regarding this class.  

Limbo Young Adult Life group 
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at  

the Smee’s home. 

Peace Bible Study meets the third 
Wednesday of the month at  9 am in the 
CR. The study is called Introduction to 

the Four Gospels. All are welcome.   

 







Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 
 

 1 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
6:30am, 8am & 
10:30am 
9:15 am Christian  
Education Hour 
9:15 am Roofing 
Forum 
6 pm Youth Group 
 

4 
 
5:30pm Model Planes 
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm High Desert 
Pipers 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

5 
 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

6 
 
10 am Music  
Together 
6:30 pm Theology on 
Tap 
 

7 
 
5 pm Praise Band 
Practice                      

5:30 pm Girl Scouts  

7 pm Choir Practice 

8 
  
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

9 
 
10:30 am Music  
Together 

10 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
9:15 am Roofing 
Forum 
9:15 am  Mission 
Trip Interest Meet-

11 
 
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm High Desert 
Pipers 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
 
 

12 
  
1:30pm OWLS     
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 

13 
 
 
10 am Music  
Together 
12 pm Naomi’s 
Friend’s @ Lugo’s 
6 pm Theology on 
Tap 

14 
 
2:30pm Parkinson’s 
Group 
5 pm Praise Band 
Practice                      
5:30 pm Girl Scouts  

7 pm Choir Practice 

15 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

16 
 
8am IMTT  
Renewal  
10:30 am Music  
Together 
 
 

17 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
12 pm Semi-Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 
6 pm Youth Group 

18 

 

6:30 pm Limbo 
6:30 pm High Desert 
Pipers 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

19 

 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

20 
 

9 am Peace Bible 
Study 
10 am Music  
Together 
6 pm Theology on 
Tap 

21 
 

5 pm Praise Band 
Practice                      
5:30 pm Girl Scouts  
7 pm Choir Practice 

22 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

 
 

23 
 

10:30 am Music  
Together 
 
 
 

24 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
 

25 
 
6:30 pm Limbo 
6:30 pm High Desert 
Pipers 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

26 
 
1:30pm OWLS     
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 

27 
 
10 am Music  
Together 
12 pm Naomi’s 
Friend’s @ Lugo’s 
6 pm Theology on 
Tap 
 

28 
 
5 pm Praise Band 
Practice                      
5:30 pm Girl Scouts  
7 pm Choir Practice 

29 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

30 
 
10:30 am Music 
Together 
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We’re on the Web at:  

 

 www.gracelutheran.org 

www.facebook.com/

Phone: 760-375-9768 

Fax: 760-375-1313 

E-mail: gracelutheran@gracelutheran.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Kris Madsen, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Carleton Smee, Associate Pastor  

Christine McClain, Office Manager 

Jane Kuhlman, Music   

Paul Jauregui, Custodian 

Michell Koenig, Gracevine Editor 

Worship Services Sundays at 8 & 10:30 am 

Christian Education Hour Sundays 9:15 am 

 

502 N. Norma 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that eve-

ryone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

John 3:16 (NRSV) 


