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Letter from the Pastors 

St. Patrick Window at Down Cathedral 
where the blessed saint is buried. 

“(God) answered my prayer in such a way that in the last days, ignorant though I am, I might be bold 

enough to take up so holy and so wonderful a task, and imitate in some degree those whom the 

Lord had so long ago foretold as heralds of His gospel, bearing witness to all nations.” 

From: The Confession of Saint Patrick 

The thing about St. Patrick’s Day (and the same could be said of St. Valentine’s Day) is that St. Patrick’s Day 

– as is so observantly honored – has more to do with mythical little leprechauns, wishing on clovers, pots of 

gold at the end of the rainbow, and putting green food coloring/dye into our food, beverages, and even rivers 

than it does of St. Patrick himself and his work of   proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout Ireland. 

Interestingly, St. Patrick, the ‘Apostle of Ireland,’ was not Irish – at 

least not by birth. Patrick was born in AD 389 in Roman Britain 

(that is: Britain while under the control of the Roman Empire) in 

Kilpatrick, modern-day Scotland. Patrick’s father was an alder-

man in his community and would later also become a deacon in 

the church. Sometime between the age of   fourteen and sixteen, 

while home from school visiting his father, a group of Irish raiders 

attacked Patrick’s family’s estate, kidnapped Patrick and sold him 

into slavery where he labored as a shepherd in a remote part of 

Ireland. About six years after his kidnapping, God came to Patrick 

in a dream telling him to head for the coast and leave Ireland. 

Patrick managed to escape; as was promised, he was able to find 

someone who allowed him voyage with them on their boat, and 

he returned home.                                           

   Upon his return home Patrick had yet another dream – one 

which had much power over him. In this dream the people of Ire-

land were calling out to him, “We beg you, holy youth, to come 

and walk among us once more.” Patrick began his studies for the 

priesthood and was ordained. Some twenty or so years later 

(between 431 and 433), Palladius – who had been appointed 

bishop of Ireland – died and Patrick requested to become his suc-

cessor.    Patrick’s request to go to Ireland was not readily wel-

comed by his superiors in the church because they felt that his 

education hadn’t sufficiently taken root in him… he wasn’t exactly 

the most intelligent of people. Reluctantly his request was grant-

ed and Patrick was consecrated bishop of  Ireland and had a very 

fruitful ministry there; he focused largely on the northern and 

western parts of the island which the gospel had not yet reached. 

It was under Patrick that the message of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ finally took root in Ireland; thousands of people and entire 

kingdoms were Christianized. Patrick built churches and monas-

teries all across the island with many of his own converts going 

on themselves to become leaders in those churches and others became missionaries to the rest of Europe. 

Saint Patrick died in AD 461. 1 



       I don’t know about you, but I find it easy to look at the Saints of the Church – these heroes of the faith 

– with wonder and amazement making them (in the mind’s eye) larger than life with bold and daring confi-

dence; indeed some of the Saints were this way… but not many. Then I read about Augustine and Patrick 

and I realize that, in fact, they were people just like us with the same worldly curiosity, fears, and shortcom-

ings. For most of his life, Saint Patrick was very self-conscious, especially when it came to his worthiness 

to hold the office of bishop as well as his academic background; such self-awareness kept him humble. 

Despite his acute self- awareness, he was also confident in the call God placed upon him and was thus 

able to lean into the office of ministry and endure the many hardships, persecutions, and personal attacks 

that he experienced both from the druids on one side and his own colleagues in Britian on the other. Thus I 

am reminded that God can use whomever He so chooses to do the works of his kingdom. So Abraham 

was the moon worshiper whom God made to the example and patriarch of saving faith; Moses was a mur-

derer and a stutterer, yet God used him to deliver his people from bondage in Egypt; David was a shep-

herd boy whom God raised to be king; he used Cyrus of Persia to be a messianic prototype to deliver his 

people from the Babylonians; he used Saul/Paul, the great persecutor of the earliest Church to be His 

apostle to the Gentile world. So Paul writes, 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 

wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were 

of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 

the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things 

that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no 

one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your 

life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it 

is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 2 

Lenten Blessings,                                                                                                      

Pastor Kris 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 The majority of the biographisc information on Saint Patrick comes from Festivals and Commemorations:                          

Handbook to the Calendar in Lutheran Book of Worship Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, MN. 1980                                

2 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 



Scripture Readings for March 

Date Gospel Reading Additional Readings 

Mar 1  

John 3:1-7 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-9 

Psalm Reading: 121 

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-8,13-17 

Mar 8                                    

John 4:5-26                      

(27-30,39-42) 

First Reading: Exodus17:1-7 

Psalm Reading: 95:1-9 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8 

Mar 15 
 

 

John 9:1-41 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:14-21 

Psalm Reading: 142 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 

Mar 22  

John 11:1-45 (46-53) 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm Reading: 130 

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

Mar 29                                          

Matthew 26:1-27 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm Reading: 118:19-29 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
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An in-depth Bible study of Mark via Zoom on 
Tuesday nights, 7:00, under the instruction of 
Mark Brynestad. Please contact Mark Brynestad 
via email at marknsue78@gmail.com for further 
information regarding this class.  

Join “A Bible and a Pencil” Bible study via Zoom on  
Tuesdays at 1:00 pm. The study is on the book of  
Exodus. Please contact Mark Brynestad via email at 
marknsue78@gmail.com for further information  
regarding this class.  

Limbo Young Adult Life group 
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m. at  

the Smee’s home. 

Peace Bible Study meets the third 
Wednesday of the month at  9 am in the 
CR. The study is called Introduction to 

the Four Gospels. All are welcome.   

 







Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Worship   
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
6 pm Youth Group 
 
 

2 
 
5:30pmModel Plane 
Group  
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

3 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

 

 

4 
 
9am Music Together 
6 pm Lenten Supper 

5 
 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

5:15 pm Praise Band 

Practice                           
7 pm Choir 

6 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

7 
 
10am Music  
Together 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
6 pm Youth Group 
 
 

9 
 
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

10 
 
1:30pm OWLS     
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

11 
 
11:45am Naomi’s 
Friend”s @ Lugo’s 
9am Music Together 
6 pm Lenten Supper 

12 
 
2:30pm Parkinson’s 
Group 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

5:15 pm Praise Band 

Practice                     

7 pm Choir 

13 
 
10am  Estonia 
Speaker  
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

14 
 
10am Music  
Together 
4pm Peter Pinto 
Concert 

15 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
6 pm Youth Group 
 

16 
 
6:30pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
 
 

17 
 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm Church 
Council Meeting 

18 
 
9 am Peace Bible 
Study 
9am Music Together 
6 pm Lenten Supper 

19 
 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

5:15 pm Praise Band 

Practice                     
7 pm Choir 

20 
 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

21 
 
8am IMTT  
Renewal  
10am Music  
Together 
 

22 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
6 pm Youth Group 
 
 

23 
 
6:30 pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

24 
 
1:30 pm OWLS 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

25 
 
11:45am Naomi’s 
Friend’s @ Lugo’s 
9am Music Together 
6 pm Lenten Supper 

26 
 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

5:15 pm Praise Band 

Practice                     
7 pm Choir 

27 
 
4 pm Youth  
Orchestra 

 
 

28 
 

10am Music  
Together 
 
 
 

29 
 
Worship    
8:00 & 10:30am 
9:15 am Christian 
Education Hour 
Palm Sunday 

30 
 
6:30 pm Limbo 
6:30 pm Flutes 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

31 
 
5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 

1 APRIL 
 
 
 

2 APRIL 

7pm Maundy              

Thursday 

3 APRIL 
 
 
7pm Good Friday 

4 APRIL 
 
 

5 APRIL 
 
Easter Sunday 
 
6:30am 
 
8am 
 
10:30am 
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We’re on the Web at:  

 

 www.gracelutheran.org 

www.facebook.com/

Phone: 760-375-9768 

Fax: 760-375-1313 

E-mail: gracelutheran@gracelutheran.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Kris Madsen, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Carleton Smee, Associate Pastor  

Christine McClain, Office Manager 

Jane Kuhlman, Music   

Paul Jauregui, Custodian 

Michell Koenig, Gracevine Editor 

Worship Services Sundays at 8 & 10:30 am 

Christian Education Hour Sundays 9:15 am 

 

502 N. Norma 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that eve-

ryone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

John 3:16 (NRSV) 


