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to anyone observing ber work,
Sondra Rn!:mn bas a 'maq.rf touch ~ % e
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Paud VWeaskey

ondra Rolisan, sole proprietor and head trainer
of Blitz Pet Professionals in Kintersville, has a
magic touch with unruly dogs. Just ask Mari
Plowman who still visits Sondra after leaving
Bucks County and moving to Rehoboth Beach,
Delaware. Her dog Oscar, a giant schnanzer, became a major
problem. He was four-months-old when they got him, and
for the first few days, she said, he was reasonably quier. He
also had an intestinal parasite that caused uncontrollable di-
arrhea. Once that was taken care of it never happened again,
she said. At that time she and her husband lived on a fenced-
in four-acre property on Lake Nockamixon

“OIscar was in paradise,” Mari said. “He didn't walk or run,
he leapt and flew! A typical exercise period, would consist of
opening the door before he went through it, watching him
race at top speed, dive into the shallow end of the pool and
return to the house soaking wet, jump over the back of the
sofa, grabbing vour head in his growing jaws on the way to
landing on vour lap. He seemed to know how to walk on a
lcash untl he felt it was time for a sprint. At age five-and one-
half months he pulled my husband off his feet while walking
on a hillside.”

Right, Blitz, a shorthaired German pointer,
is Sondva Rolison’s dog, and she named

ber business, Blirz Per Professional.
Opposite, Sendra posing with ber dogs
(frome feft) Inka (Gerwan Shepherd),

Blitz (German shorthaired pornter) and

Tawister (American bulldog).
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scar’s antics included grabbing her husband
Jon's wallet off his desk, eating the Ameri-
can Express Card and chewing up his dri-
ver's license. Even bringing Oscar to an

obedience school didn’t work. "We en-
rolled in a dog training class for puppies at a nearby
school. At recess all of the puppies were let off their
leashes and a basket of tennis balls was scattered on the
Aoor. Oscar proceeded to round up all the balls, prevent-
ing the others from playing. When another dog got oo
close to the balls, Oscar simply mauled it and pinned it to
the floor.” He was expelled.

A friend referred Mari to Sondra Rolison, Mari remems-
bers, “The change was gradual overall, but improvement
was immediate, After his graduation from basic obedience,
we brought home a dog who now understood what was ac-
ceptable and what was not.” After a while Oscar got off-
leash training. “Warching him heel with his gaze fixed only
on the person with whom he is walking is a stunning sight
to people who have never seen a dog heel correctly.”

Sondra’s client’s pass on stories about her training, and
her word-of-mouth reputation of being a super dog trainer
keep her on an incredibly busy schedule, Sondra has been
working with dogs her entire life. Her father, Richard Roli-
son is 4 General Contractor. He also helped with the dogs
whenever he was free. A while ago he found a Poloroid pic-
ture of Sondra when she was abow ﬁ'l.'t.'-‘k'g:;tr'a-:1|u|. ST was
coaching several of the dogs to jump over a course that |
had set up from broken tree limbs and toys. | was wearing
a little dress and running around instructing the dogs. T even
had some of them siting and lving down. | was pro-
grammeid tor life with animals. It was natural for me,”

Her business, Blitz Pet Professionals, is named after her
dog, Bliteen, Blitzen is a German shorthaired poinver
whom she got nine vears ago. She refers to him as her
training dog because he is so well trained that he actually
helps her when she is training a difficult dog. She states
that her entire family owned, bred and trained German
shorthaired pointers starting with her grandfather, “That
explains,” she said, “why I am partial to that breed. But |
want to make it elear that [ love all dogs.” She said, *One
time we had more than twenty dogs in our family,”

Sondra lived in Bucks County all of her life, most of it in
Tinicum Township, She attended Palisades High School
where she was team captain and a star player in the sport of
Soceer. Unfortunately she was badly injured during a game
and had to give up plaving the sport for the rest of her time
in High Schaol. However, she did help with the coaching,
After graduating she joined a Hungarian soccer team, She
considered going to college o study art. She is a wlented
artist who works in all mediums and often paints pet por-
traits, owever, she realized that dogs meant more w her
than art, and she decided to be a groomer, She protégéd
with a woman who tanght her that there is much more to
grocming than a person might think.

Olppasite top, Sondra with Prince, a Gersman
shreplrerel, working o the wotivational call,
Clppasite Tattar, Sondva wiel ber n‘f*:';.l.fh'.l'nlr. Torkear
Vownr Wiillerbarst, practicing duwbbell

retrieve as part of Inka’s obedience traming.

Top vight, Sondri is with ber Awrerican

bulldog, Tieister, who is being rewarded

it a ball. In the distance is J. Beaton with

ber FEnglish pointer; Sadie, Bottomn vighe,

Seiedra divecting client with dog’s ball diive.




Beloiw, Sondra and ber shepberd conditioning
for the tracking phase i Schetabund,
Oppusite tap, Sondra Rofison wwith ber brother
Nick Rofisarn i bis Cerman shortbared
pointer; working in field training the dog to
besnt and paint. Oppasite bottars, Sundri is
also an artist, This is an acrylic painiing

she did of Riley, a friend’s dog
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ollowing several years 'Hl1]||_'. In grooming, she
martriculated at the Professional Canine Center
in Frenchtown, New Jersey, where she studied
for a toral of five vears (three vears until she
graduated and then two more yvears post-gradu-
ate work). There she learned dog training including com-
petitions and narcotics detection, and she became very
proficient in a high-level three-day German sport event
called Schutzhund. As she described i, “Ies like a thou-
sand hours of training.” Schutzhund includes tracking,
ahedience and protectuion. At the Canine Center she stud-
ied and worked with renowned Master Trainer Andres
Aportela and graduated with top performance ratings,
Sondra is any—only five-feet-two inches tall and very slen-
der. But tor _-\1|:_-'!|. a |H_'[I|[L' young woman she has the '\'TTL'H':_"th.
athletie ability and skill to handle any size dog. Some prospec-
tive customers are surprised when they meet her because she
looks like a young girl. However, she soon puts their doubrs
to rest when she begins the training program.

“It’s important to state,” Sondra says, “that | offer every

level of training including rehab dogs sport dogs and all

levels of competition, imported European Shepherds,
puppy selection and breeder referrals, home security sys-
tems and also programs ... board ‘n' train, home visies, and
private lessons.” She sums up what she does with the slo-
gan, “Creating irreplaceable human and canine connec-
tion.” She accomplishes this through European training
methods, meaning one-on-one training of dog and owner.
ondra is experienced with and qualified to han-
dle all breeds. She trains dogs for competition
and for companionship. She teaches basic and
advanced obedience including off-leash obedi-
ence, tracking and search and rescue for law en-
forcement applications. In addition she trains hunting
dogs. She, herself, is a big game bow and gun hunter, She
prepares, cooks and cats what she shoots. She says that
hunting is her hobby, Her primary interest with hunting
dogs is bird hunting, in which she uses pointing dog train-
INE at a private preserve,

She trams sporting dogs including pointers, setters and
retrievers. They come in an assortment of breeds bred for
the task that they are o perform. Some work on land,
some in water. Some do both, Pointers “point™ to a bird in

comtintred on page 73
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That Magic Touch

continued from page 35

the field often raising one forcleg
while extending their tails straight out
from their bodies. Servers “set” and
stare in the direction of a hiding bard,
and retrievers “ferch™ birds on land or
in the water as do some spaniel breeds

. for example Irish and American
witer spanicls.

Pointer breeds include German
shorthaired pointers and  English
pointers. There are Irish serters, Eng-
lish serters and Gordon  serters,
Labrador and golden retrievers and a
host of spaniels that specialize in
working in the water. There are also
some all around sporting/hunting
dogs like Brittanys and Springers and
clumbers. However, not all spaniel
hreeds are hunting dogs. There are
also small “lapdog™ spaniels such as
Cavalier King Charles spaniels.
There are other dogs that may not
necessarily be classified as “sporting
or hunting” but in 4 sense are, These
can include daschunds and basset
hounds both of which “go to ground”
to find borrowing animals such as
groundhogs. The American beagle
must also be acknowledged, the quin-
tessential “rabbit dog.”

Dogs trained by Sondra  have
earned many ttles in obedience com-
petition. Blite, her German short hair
pointer is the only German Short-
hair Pointer to have earned the
Schutzhund 1 ndle. Short hair Point-
ers are hunting dogs not normally
trained in the rigors of Schutzhund.

Sondra works from six in the
morning until eleven ar night. She
evaluates each dog before accepring it
for training. It is important to know
what the dog 15 thinking and why it
thinks whar it does in order o de-
velop rapport and succeed in the de-
sired training goals. 1f vou've watched
Dog Whisperer on TV, you have seen
Caesar, the Dog Whisperer, apply
this philosophy. Sondra and Caesar in
fact belong to the same society of ca-
nine educators, The International As-
sociation of Camme Professionals,

Sondra says, *1 train the dogs with
instinet (sight, sound and smell) and
drive. “Drive is the dog’s preference

9th Annual Doylestown Hospital
SWEEPSTAKES

Win a Brand New 128i BMW or $20,000 cash.
$100 per ticket (Only 600 tickets will be sold)

Drawing held during The Circle of Life Auction on Friday, November 5, 2010
You do not need to be present to win. Sponsored by Thompson BMW, Doylestown

To purchase raffle tickets, call Lisa Strouse at 215-345-2261 or visit our website at www.dh.org.
Raffle tickets also available at the Doylestown Hospital Gift Shop

FRIENDS OF THE DELAWARE CANAL PRESENT

FACES AND PLACES

A CCLEBRATION OF THE ARTS ALONG THE DELAWARE CANAL
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Sunday, October 10,2010

Enjoy a narrated trolley tour exploring the abundance of art

and history found along the Delaware Canal in Tinicum Township,

followed by a Gala in the Tinicum Barn.

For information and reservations, visit www.fodc.org,

e-mall friends@fodc.org, or call 215-862-2021

Fall 2010 — BE COLORFUL!
Vera Bradley Collections

* Unique Gifts
* Personalized Embroidery *

Peow Tree
Creaftions

876 Route 518 & Vreeland Dr.
Skillman, NJ

609-924-6252
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Antiques &
Design
Center

38 of the best dealers
on the East Coast!
18th Century, Midcentury and
Asian furniture; Vintage lighting;
Decorative accessories;
Primitives, Jewelry and Art...
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for a particular activity such as eating
or playing. I can condition the drive.
With those accomplishments mas-
tered she trains their tracking skills.
She trains feral dogs and rescued dogs
and rehabilitates them, and she has
saved many from euthanasia She
keeps the dogs she is training at her
own kennels until they are ready to go
Lo an oOwWner.

“T can't forget the dogs [ evaluate in
specific kill shelters,” Sondra states,
“Particularly saving the “bully” type
breeds that are literally nearing the
last days of their death sentence. With
the help of a few angels on the inside,
I'm allowed to evaluate and intervene,

“And blue with cold—
that’s why we call bim
Smokey. Of course
she took the dog and
is still working
with him successfully.”

thus fostering and fully training a dog
whose demise was imminent, and
re-home it successfully. T do a lot of
Belgian Malinois rescue, German
shorthaired pointers rescues and
other breeds in many more kill shel-
ters. If I can change many lives with
one dog that was wrongly evaluated,
then I've made a difference. | receive
personal requests with specific eriteria
from clients waiting for me to find the
perfect rescue dog for their family.”
Several vears ago her dog Blite was
pressed into service when Bunny, a
Belgian Malinois, taken just hours be-
fore by new owners, was spooked and
slipped out of her collar and ran away
in Fairmount Park, Philadelphia.
Sondra had rehalalitated her and
found her a home with the couple at
which time, she warned them not wo
take the dog out, but they did anyway.
The couple called Sondra in despera-
tion, and she with Blitz went to the
huge inner city park. With tracking
skills of sight, sound and smell, Blitz

went off on the hunt near the spot
where Bunny had vanished. Sondra
and others posted pictures of Bunny
on trees and posts and took off fol-
lowing Blitz all the tme calling
Bunny’s name. Two and one-half days
later Blitz found Bunny near Lincoln
Avenue, Blitz was exhausted and
Bunny had a broken leg, but they
both recovered fully. Subsequently
Sondra has rehabilitated Bunny again
and found her a home.

Sondra usually teaches at the Pal-
isades Middle School field. In in-
clement weather she uses an indoor
arena in Hayeock Township. Among
her ardent supporters is Mike Pastor
of Upper Black Eddv. His dog,
Smokey, was found in a park on a cold
winter day in North Jersey, "He was
shaved down to the skin”, Pastor said,
“And blue with cold—that’s why we
call him Smokey. He almost died.”
He said that he and his wife had heard
of Sondra and called her right away.
“OF course she ook the dog and is
still working with him successfully.”

Sondra is teaching puppy instincts
to a puppy named, Hurley, who was
adopted from a breeder by a
Dovlestown couple named Jeff and
Michele, and brought to Sondra.

Avery Allen of Upper Black Eddy
has brought his seven-month-old

Johnson Bull Dog to her. “He'’s getting

better,” he said with a smile and added,
“Sondra’s busy because she’s good.”
Ruthie Rosenfield of Geigle Hill
Road, Tinicum Township, got Lola
from Last Chance Ranch when she
was ten-weeks old. Sondra kept her for
training, and she’s doing very well.

If vou own a dog that is hard to
train, mayvhe an older rescued dog
wh has been abused, perhaps a biter,
or just a pet, which has been spoiled
and does not obey very well, or even
a frisky puppy determined to have his
own way, there is a dog trainer in
Kintnersville who has a magic touch
with all dogs. Sondra Rolison can be
contacted at Blitz Pet Professionals by
calling 610-842-497(), 4

Betty Ovlenann is a freelance writer
wha lives in Tinicwan Towenship. She is
alva the award-winning autbor of “Mis-
sion Murder,” which won a silver medal

from the 2009 Independent Publisher

Book Awards for Best Regional Fiction.



