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THE FAR AWAY
Our Preferential But Not Exclusive Option


It is obvious that to set up the Cursillo Movement in a Diocese, three things are needed. First of all, we need the Bishop’s approval. In the second place, we have to count on the generosity of the priest or priests which the bishop deigns to designate to our Movement, and third, we also have to count on a group of lay Christians.

These lay Christians have to possess, or at least have to try to acquire, those qualities which Pope Pius X indicated as necessary for any leader in the lay Movements that, in those days, were starting to blossom within the Church; “solid Catholics, convinced of their faith, people with a genuine piety, etc.”

This group of Christians, as long as they are able to form a living unity of thought, of will and of action, will be on their way to achieving-----through God’s grace, the prayers of many and the joined collaboration of as many others as possible-----the aim which the Cursillo Movement pursues and that, if the facts don’t get twisted, most of the time achieves.

It is also evident that when the Movement remains faithful to its purpose, that is to the aims it should try to achieve according to the original ideas of the people who conceived and organized it, its first and preferential objective----though not an exclusive one should be that Christ’s message reach those who are usually called the Far Away; those who do not have faith, or who do not know that they have it because they live absorbed in things which they consider important but which actually do not fulfill them.

Some of them, perhaps those with a stronger personality, very often are the perpetrators of unwise and erroneous actions, generally for the only reason because the Good News that God loves them has not been put across to them in a language, style, and grace sufficiently convincing as to motivate them to not only understand it but to even feel the need to go on studying and deepening their knowledge of it.

When the initial group is able to understand, comprehend or better said, LOVE these people in the same way God loves them - that is  to love them as they are, not as we would like them to be - and they are respected, valued, and listened to, then logic and common sense prevail and one realizes or rather comes to full conviction, that it is   in the same geographical place, social, family, and environmental where they have to grow and come to fruition. To move them and transplant them into a pious area, in order to be able to patronize the new situation that their attending the Cursillo has created for them, and to force them to use their generosity by accepting, without saying a word, our home-made apostolic recipes, which are undoubtedly very good and efficient for the “workers” who were called to the vineyard from the first hour, but which are absolutely not suitable to channel effectively both the originality and the creativity that their passionate devotion to the newly converted is demanding.
To start the process of an effective and efficacious follow-up of these people, and thus succeed, little by little, in making them form a compact group together with the Catholics who have been convinced of their faith from the very beginning, it is absolutely necessary to respect their freedom and not to use them, willy-nilly, to solve intra-ecclesiastical little problems, which besides taking up some of their time, will prevent them from behaving normally in the presence of the people of their environments, because Cursillo causes people who are already generous by nature to be over-generous about accepting, with no discernment whatsoever, the numerous apostolic ‘offers’ which are proffered within the market of the pious, and which almost always require attendance at some meetings, gatherings or acts that, through nobody’s fault and with the best will in the world, do complicate the holy simplicity of the Christian essential.

If we really want them to persevere and to maintain and enlarge the vision of the Christian life that the Cursillo revealed to them, this vision has to be connected to their current daily life, in order to enable them to live their lives with a renewed verve.

Because, if we really are interested in the fermentation of Christian life within the world, not within our over-tilled selected plot, the thing which we should really be concerned about is not to have another person in our same old ranks and doing the same old things, but that Christ may count on another person who knows and loves Him from where he is, and who is trying to form his own usual perspective, to look at the everyday and commonplace things with new eyes.

And all this will occur in keeping with his increasing realization, from day-to-day, that his selfishness, his pride and his ambition---which have always bothered and pestered him throughout his life---are now starting to change their meaning and reduce their importance within his scale of values, the scale of values he uses to assess things, thus helping him to follow his same path in life in a more faithful and cheerful way. But all this is happening on the same spot where God sowed it, that is, in the concrete circumstances of his life and without launching him into more or less pious commitments which, if performed without a lucid and considered conviction, run the risk of turning into a sloping path that leads to pretense and dissimulation, both of which always undermine that straight-forward attitude that those who exert themselves to be faithful to the living, commonplace and close Christ, always want to have and make apparent; the Christ whom they met at the Cursillo and who then enthralled them and who still is, in their heart of hearts and despite everything, firing them with enthusiasm.

All this, which is undoubtedly possible if the adequate means are used---Group Reunion and Ultreya--- becomes utopian and sometimes even unthinkable or impossible if preference is given to other ways  of acting, such as imposing on the newcomers intra-ecclesial tasks to solve problems which could be carried out by other people in a way which is better and more to the liking of those who have ordered them, because the climate in which these people have grown up, nurtures in them an attitude of pious and obedient conformism which does not occur within the world of the distant ones [far away] unless once we have brought them closer to us we set up a fence around them and we keep them, by diet of unreal responsibilities and culpabilities, within our old schemes and structures.

We utterly understand the fact that we always wish to quickly make the newcomers become part of our people, but we also know that     it is precisely this very haste that inhibits the dynamic process of the blossoming of the evangelical seed within each person’s human aspect.

Quite a different thing occurs when the workers of the first hour no longer dwell upon the fact that they have been working harder and for longer than the others, but instead begin to notice and discover  in those others-----particularly in the newcomers----qualities which had been until then unknown to or little practiced by them; and if their purpose is a straightforward one and they are self-effacing enough to accept reality, they cannot help feeling a sincere admiration towards them [the newcomers], which helps them [the first-hour workers] to rid themselves of destructive envy and makes them see the need and even the convenience of counting on these newcomers so that the vineyard of the Lord is more and better cultivated in all its vast extension and in the numerous and diverse peculiarities of each area.

But the fact remains that, where the aim of Cursillo has been fully grasped, its goals are being achieved with the inherent imperfections which are, of course, common to every human activity. These are achievements of an unadulterated, unsweetened, evangelical seed coming to fruition through men, and all this proves once again, that to be Christian always means to the Christian person the culmination of what is attainable.

Eduardo Bonnín and the Mallorca Secretariat.
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