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        Not tonight but tomorrow—when the light turns the peach                                                                 
tree green and the Earth sprouts its young leaves looking to repeat 

 

the magical mystery tour of photosynthetic conversion of light                                                       
and moisture into life— 

 

     This October we celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month and I decided to 
feature the poem “Not Tonight But Tomorrow.” It was written by the great poet, 
writer, and professor Miguel Algarí n Jr. He was born in  
Puerto Rico in 1941 and was immersed in the rich culture of the Caribbean Island 
before moving to New York City in the early 1950s. He went on to earn degrees in 
literature from the University of Wisconsin–Madison and Penn State University. 
Later, he received his PhD. from Rutgers University in New Jersey. Algarí n is proba-
bly best known for being one of the cofounders of the now famous Nuyorican Poets 
Cafe  in the early 1970s with Miguel Pin ero and Pedro Pietri. Algarí n received four 
American Book Awards, including a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2009, becom-
ing the first Latino to win the coveted honor. He taught Shakespeare,  
creative writing, and United States ethnic literature for many years at Rutgers Uni-
versity, where he retained the title of professor emeritus. 
 

Not tonight but tomorrow—when my body will have shed                                                                          
its fear of turning old and soft 

 

will I turn my speeding mind into the tunnels of your psyche                                                                            
to melt the calcium that constipates your synapses                                                                                      

into a lubricating powder— 
 

     It was in early October, twenty-one years ago, that I huddled into my friend’s 
car in Hartford CT on a mission to perform during the open mic at the Nuyorican 
Poets Cafe  an hour and a half away. The Poetry Spot, simply known as “The 
Nuyorican,” is located on the Lower East Side of Manhattan in “Alphabet City” 
and is an iconic institution in New York. As a young poet, it was impossible to 
escape this poetry planet’s vast gravitational pull. On this night in early October, 
my friends and I could not resist the Siren’s Call that emanated from the bosom 
of this Mecca for aspiring artists cleverly disguising itself as a small inconspicu-
ous cafe  nestled on 236 East 3rd Street in between Avenues B and C. When we 
emerged from the car, a little after 9:30 pm, I remember seeing the streetlights 
illuminating the yellow and red leaves that were strewn on top of the autumn 
sidewalk.  
Because it rained earlier, these leaves stuck to the concrete creating a golden 
carpet—an arboreal gift from the sparse trees that lined the city street.  
 

Not tonight but tomorrow—when the Universe moves on beyond                                                             
the field of action that is the Earth to me and 

 

you and I will discover the interplanetary clues                                                                            
that signal the roots of my moment to you— 

 

     On that October night, my friends and I ap-
proached the door of “The Nuyorican.” Unseen 
butterflies, knowing that I was preparing to fulfill 
a dream, decided to flutter within my stomach 
without abandoned. We made it in time to get on 
the list for the open mic starting at 11:00 pm. Im-
mediately after signing my name and putting 
down the pen, I turned and saw [the] Miguel Alga-
rí n posted where he was usually found over many 
years, right by the bar overwatching all the young 
poets perform. As a respected elder, he would 
gracefully receive the greetings and blessings 
from poets who recognized him, enacting a secu-
lar version of a “la bendicion.” I summoned my                                                                            continued on page 2                    
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Let everything  
     that has breath  
         praise the Lord!  
               Praise the Lord!  

                                            Psalms 150:6 



  

 

      It’s shocking, but it’s true:  it takes money to run the church!  As a church, we have financially weathered the last 18 
months of pandemic closure reasonably well.  Our giving did not fall off a cliff as we initially feared.  Our regular givers  
have continued to give regularly, a few new givers appeared and expenses went down slightly due to the closure.  In sum, 
our income has been in a remarkably durable holding pattern for a couple of  years now.   
      But a holding pattern is only that – a state of suspended animation.  To remain a financially healthy congregation, it is 
now time to enter a period of new growth.  The Finance team is developing a spending plan for 2022 that merely contin-
ues the already lean expenditures of the last several years.  It is stable, predictable, and as lean as we are reasonably go-
ing to make it.  Unfortunately, it also runs predictably higher than our income.  As we are reengaging with in-person 
church activities and reenergizing our commitment to our community of faith, we need to also ensure our financial via-
bility going forward.  So… 
       October will be “COLOR THE VISION 2022” month!  Each Sunday in October, you will be encouraged to fill out a 
pledge card indicating your anticipated financial giving to the church in 2022.  We will hear from individuals offering 
their testimony of their experience of  giving to our church. Pledge cards will be readily available in the sanctuary or via 
email; you can even expect one or two in the mail.  Completed pledge cards will be included as part of the weekly offering 
each Sunday as we track progress toward achieving our goals.  If you’re not able to get to Sunday service, we’ll find a way 
to get your pledge included.  We are looking forward to October as a time of fresh engagement and new growth for our 
church community! 
Dave Sechrist,  
Finance Chair 

Continued from page 1 
courage and began walking over to the living icon. My knocking knees betrayed the mask of confidence that sat uncomfortably on my tight-
lipped face. Finally, I said “Excuse me, I just wanted to say hello and thank you for all you have done for this [spoken word] movement.” He 
smiled as his eyes met mine, shook my hand, and said, “Mira! It’s you who keep it alive” 
 

Not tonight but tomorrow—will I throw my feelings                                                                              
into New York streets to stew in the                                                                                                
violence and despair of our planet— 

 

Not tonight but tomorrow—                                                                                                                      
will the Earth turn green again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

      
 
 
 
     This October we acknowledge National Hispanic Heritage Month. It technically begins September 15th and concludes 
on October 15th. It celebrates the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from 
Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America. The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage 
Week, and was expanded by President Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period. The day of September 15 is significant 
because it is the anniversary of independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on September 16 and September18 re-
spectively. During this month, I encourage you to find ways to appreciate the cultural contributions from our Hispanic-
American sister and brothers, and in honor of Miguel Algarí n, my prayer is that our hearts will remain warmed by the 
promise of a time when in the “Earth will turn green again.” 
Blessings, 
Pastor 

                                        
                                Caroles’s Reflection  

 

The following is a reflection by my friend, Carole, who has given me permission to share it. 
Carole is a member of Castro Valley UMC. This is the church Dave and I transferred from.  It 
is a church congregation very similar in size and character [genuinely warm and friendly] to 
Roseville First UMC which is why we love both faith communities so much.  I believe it aptly 
describes the kind of community Christ calls us to.  She writes:    
 

I have a basket of pens and pencils next to my phone. They’re supposed to make my life eas-
ier, not having to rush around looking for a pen or pencil that works. They’re all colors and 
some work, some don’t. I have one that is crooked at the top to advertise a chiropractor. 
Some seem dry but as I write, the ink flows. This reminds me of church congregations. 
 

We come in all shapes and sizes and colors and have different gifts to share. Some are full of 
energy, others are tired and need to be rejuvenated. There are some who have  
taken time off and now need to come back and be part of the working community of faith. 
 

Like pens and pencils that are there, when one gives out and doesn’t work, we as a  
congregation are there for each other when we need help. Each sharing when and where we 
are able. Look around. There is a place for you. We are all in ministry to each other and to 
God                                                                                                                               Submitted by Jan Sechrist                          

 
                                                                                                                   

Please keep the following people in your prayers for  
                                                                                       

 

 

Please submit prayer requests to prayers@firstumcroseville.org 

Healing and Comfort:                                                                                     
Connie, Marie,  
Jackie, Vanda                                                                      
Ray, Steven’s mother 
Mike, Chris,  
Brandon                                                

Bereavement 
Amy and Phillip 
Sue and Jerry 
Hal’s Family 
Baby Charley’s Family 

                     We Are The Church  
 

 The Church is not a building. 
The Church is not a steeple.  

The Church is not a resting place. 
The Church is the people. 

I am the Church. 
You are the Church. 

We are the Church together. 
All who follow Jesus 
All around the World 

WE are the Church together!!   
If you were singing along, you probably grew up attending Sunday School.  
It’s true-It’s our duty to BE the Church for a watching and waiting World. 

Ask not what the Church can do for me...but rather...What can I do for my Church?! 
Please reach out to each other.   

                              Pray, Call, Send a card, or Offer a ride or, Bake cookies. 
BE the Church–  

Be a blessing  to someone today! 
 

What a Blessing to share the love of Jesus with the next generation  
and everyone you meet! 

 

                                                                      Gail Provine   



                              “Think Pink” 
                              
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                The Chimes is pink this month because October is the  “ Think Pink” month   
             which highlights breast cancer.  It’s now a world wide event with even many                   
             sports players wearing  pink shoes, gloves, ribbons etc. to show their support.    
             Who knew a defensive lineman would wear pink shoes? 
                  How did think pink come about?  The National Breast Cancer Association 
              originally suggested for women to  wear jeans to work on a day in October to   
              create breast cancer awareness but the women who worked at MD Imaging in  
              Redding, CA. said “ in Redding we already wear jeans frequently so let’s change 
              it to wear pink.  And “Think Pink “ was  born.  I’m reasonably sure they never  
              expected the far reaching changes they were setting in place. 
                   The pictures to the left were taken at the Sundial Bridge in Redding.   It’s  
              normally stark white, but for Think Pink in October, pink lights were used  
              on the bridge for breast cancer awareness.  Unfortunately they’ve since learned   
              that the bridge white lights negatively affect the fish in the river so they no longer  
              use the lighting.   

    
    When I did some research online about “Think  Pink” I learned that  
each cancer has a color so I’ve included the cancer color chart here,   
with Lavender being the color for all cancer.  
    I like to remember that “Think Pink” came about because of one 
small action.  Our faith motivates us to take small actions of love 
every day and each action has far reaching affects that we cannot see 
but can end in transforming the world one small love action at a time.                             
Blessings,  
Nancy Bray  
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August     

Noses, Dollars, and Cents  

 

 Basic Monthly Statistics: 

  

  Income August 2021: $ 11,308.35 
 Expenses August 2021: $14,761.54 
  Net Income July 2021: $3,453.19 
 

Transfer from Lending: $      0.00 
                New Total:   $3.453.19 

 

Basic Yearly Statistics 2021 
          YTD Income:  $92,642.89 
        YTD Expense:  $103,635.21 

                   Net Income:  $10,992.32 
Transfer from Lending:  $ 2,500.00 

                New Total:  $8,492.32 

 

Thank you for your continued  
financial support.  It is very much 

appreciated. 
 

September Worship Attendance  
Total: 202   Average: 50 

The Monday Feeding Program 
 for the homeless  

served 250  meals  in September 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

GATHERING INN  
     The Gathering Inn has reopened 
the Saturday morning Free Medi-
cal Clinic —now with window bar-
rier and isolation area for the regis-
tration desk and outside waiting 
for patients.  We need another re-
ception clerk (or two!)  Brief train-
ing is offered and required.  Work  
3 hours one Saturday every 6 
weeks.  Please Call Cathie Wierbick 
at 916-315-8047 if you can volun-
teer for this much needed position.  
Cathie Wierbick  
 

     TRUNK OR TREAT  
     Volunteer for this year’s  

Trunk or Treat on Halloween.  
Contact Connie Witherow if you 

can volunteer to provide; 
Trunk 
Candy Donations 
Assistance in Set Up 
Assistance in Take Down   
Contact Connie at:   
916-783-3464 (church) 
916-410-2253 (cell) or email her at 
cwitherow@firstumcroseville.org 

 
 
 
 

Recycle September 11th $45.00 
Please keep saving your  

recyclables to bring in on  
Saturday October 9th, 2021 in the 

parking lot between 9-11 AM 
Thanks to all!  It helps our  

church pay our bills. 
Don Harris, Trustee President 

october  Birthdays 
 1st  Chin Ripley              
 6th  Dee Huston  
         Patrick Fassell 

  8th Darby Williams 
  9th Jenna Trillo
12th  Cathie Wierbick 

14th  Joseph Spearsae 

16th  Eric Thomas 

18thRebecca Mendoza 
23rd Dominic Iyorlu 
27th  Patrick Loucks 
      Clayton Witherow 
31st Annette King  
   Kimberly Patterson       
   

  

     Six UMW members met in September 
for a Celebration meeting with ice 
cream Sundays, a sharing of “Have You 
Evers” and a lesson from Nehemiah  
regarding coming together after 70 
years of separation.  We agreed that af-
ter a year and a half  separation due to 
Covid, we were  glad to meet again.  And 
we were very glad it  wasn’t 70 years.  
Since the attendance was low we dis-
cussed whether or not we need to con-
sider a different day or time or both for 
our meetings or perhaps members 
aren’t ready to come to an in-person 
meeting at this time. I will be sending  
an email that will include  a survey to 
find answers to these questions.  Be 
sure to check your email next week for 
your survey.  It will be very helpful to 
have your input.   
Thank you, Nancy Bray  

 

Church Email:  firstumc@firstumcroseville.org  
Prayer Requests:  prayers@firstumcroseville.org 

Chimes Article Submissions:  chimes@firstumcroseville.org 
Pastor:  mevans@firstumcroseville.org 

Certified Lay Leader:  kmirtoni@firstumcroseville.org  
Administrative Assistant:  cwitherow@firstumcroseville.org  

Office Volunteer:  nbray@firstumcroseville.org  

Agape Men’s Group 
 

Our last Agape gathering was on 
September 11, the 20th anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorists’ attacks.  Our 
burning question of the day was:  
Where were you when you learned 
of the 9/11 attacks?  Responses in-
cluded: eating breakfast and then 
awakened wife to inform her of the 
attacks; making a routine sales visit 
to a customer in Reno, NV; and driv-
ing around a traffic circle with a gild-
ed bronze Statue of the Republic 
(erected in 1918 in commemoration 
of the 25th anniversary of the 
World’s Columbian Exposition and 
the Illinois’ statehood centennial) in 
Chicago’s Jackson Park.  All agreed 
that it was a life-changing event sim-
ilar to the JFK assassination.  All 
acknowledged that security con-
sciousness has become a major com-
ponent of our lives. 
Our next gathering will be on Satur-
day, October 9, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. in 
Heritage Chapel. Since the inception 
of the Agape Group as we have ex-
plored our burning questions of the 
day, comments and observations 
about our work lives have crept into 
our discussions.  This has aroused 
interest and curiosity about our 
work histories.  Thus, our October 
burning questions will be: Tell us 
about your work life---a favorite job, 
a not so favorite job, and your dis-
likes.  Any questions please contact 
any of the Agape Team members 
(Don Harris, Cliff Williams, Dave Se-
christ, Thom King, and Jim Wecker) 
or  
Dennis Bull at 630-781-6110.   

Epworth League Planning 
For Moonlight Social 
At Del Paso Park 
October 17, 1921 

 

The Epworth League has planned a 
moonlight social to be given at Del Paso 
Park Monday evening, October 
17...Conveyances will be provided for 
all who wish to enjoy the evening of 
pleasure, leaving the First Methodist 
and the Cherry Glen churches at 
6:o’clock. All those desiring or having 
transportation facilities, are asked to 
communicate with Rev. T.H.Mee. 
 

The teachers of the First Methodist Sun-
day school are highly gratified with the 
success of Sunday School Week which 
culminated last Sunday evening with 
the Rally Day program which was  
enjoyed by a large gathering. 
 

Taken from the Press Tribune  
Oct 14,1921 
Phoebe Astill, Historian 
 

What is the Epworth League? 
 

*The League takes its name from the village    
  of Epworth in Lincolnshire, England,  
  the birthplace of John and Charles Wesley.  
*Its members are known as Epworthians. 
*Founded May 14 & 15, 1889, Central  
  Methodist Church, Cleveland, Ohio  
*Methodist Young Adults ages 18 to 35 
*Combined 5 young people’s organizations    
   into one  
*Adopted a modified version of the constitu   
  tion of the Oxford League  
  and the motto of the Young People's Chris    
  tian League, "Look Up, Lift Up." 
*6 areas of social service:  Spiritual Life,  
   Social Work, Literary Work,  
   Correspondence, Mercy and Help, and  
   Finance. 
*Local chapters organized Fresh Air Work   
  (day camps for city children), literary events, 
   lecture series, and fellowship gatherings.[1] 
*1.75 million members by 1899 
   internationally  

*1939 became the Methodist Youth  
  Fellowship or MYF 
*1994 became the United Methodist   
  Youth Fellowship or UMYF  
  

 Epworth League Information taken from  
  WIKIPEDIA 

Happy Fall and Halloween! 
   We are announcing a CRAFT AND 
BAKE SALE  on November 14  in 
Backman Hall after church  worship 
service. We will be practicing Covid 19 
protocol including safe distancing. We 
would like to ask you to volunteer as 
you are able. We need help with set up 
and take down. Bakers of  goodies are 
especially encouraged.  You know how 
we all love those baked goods! 
Please see or text Susan at 916-768-
8532 or Chris at 916–705-9290 to 
sign up for baking and/or volunteer-
ing to help with set and take down. 
   Beginning in October, 3C’s will meet 
the first and third Thursday of each 
month at 10 AM, in October put the 
7th and the 21st on your calendar.  All 
are welcome. 
Thank you,  
Susan Reining  


