
FAIRVIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

November 30, 2025                                                                         11:00 A.M. 
*Please rise as you are able or in your hearts  

 **Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for 
worship. 

 
PRELUDE                                    Light of the World                           T. Biggs  
WELCOME AND WORDS OF COMMUNITY  

*CALL  TO  WORSHIP  
Leader: We begin the journey that leads to Christmas.  

People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  

Leader: This is a journey of peace.  

People: Let us beat swords into plowshares.  

Leader: This is a journey of hope.  

People: Let us walk with God . 

ALL:  AMEN.   

 CHORAL AMEN   

*GATHERING  HYMN       Come, Thou Long -Expected Jesus    UMH # 196  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  
Reader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the future 

when God’s reign will be fully realized and recognized throughout 

creation. When that time comes, God “shall judge between the nations 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they sha ll beat their swords into 

plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4). 

All: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of God’s 

reign has come and is coming among us.  



 Reader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow 

the Light as we answer God’s call to transform our hope into reality today 

and in the days to come.  

LIGHT THE FIRST CANDLE OF THE ADVENT WREATH    

                                                                                                 Open Door Class  

 

CHOIR  ANTHEM                 Comfort, My People                         Ian Callanan  

                                             

*SHARING  OF  THE  PEACE  

PRAYER CHORUS                Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus           UMH # 349   

 PASTORAL  PRAYER  

PRAYERS  OF  PETITION .  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words:  

Pastor:   Lord in Your mercy,  

People:  Hear our Prayer.  

THE  LORD’S  PRAYER     

*HYMN  OF  PROCLAMATION    

                                               People, Look East   Verses 1 and 4         UMH # 202  

                                      

*GOSPEL  LESSON                                      Matthew 24:36-44 

SERMON                            The Waiting Room of God: The Watchers                 

                                                                                       Rev. E. Neil Gaiser, OSL  

OFFERTORY                                            Lift Him on High                     A. Warren  

*DOXOLOGY    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow      UMH # 94 

*PRAYER  OF  THANKSGIVING  

 

 



*SENDING  HYMN     

                 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne  Verses 1, 2 and 5   TFWS # 2100  
*BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                              Rejoice in the Lord             B. Sanborn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES    – DEC.  1 – DEC.  7 
Monday, December 1  
Pantry 9:00 A.M.  
UWIF White Elephant Luncheon 12:30 P.M.  
Wednesday, December 3  
 Pantry Truck Delivery 11:00 A.M.  
Please volunteer to help   unload & restock. 
Renewal Hour 3:30 P.M.   
Pantry 6:00 P.M.  
Thursday, December 4  
Bells 6:30 P.M.  
Chancel Choir 7:15 P.M . 
Friday, December 5  
Pantry 9:00 A.M.  
Saturday, Dec. 6  
Church Women United  
Christmas Fellowship MCL 1:30 P.M.  
Open Door Class  
Christmas Open House 4 P.M.  
Sunday, December 7  
Sunday School 9:45 A.M.  
Worship Service 11:00 A.M. 
Kid’s Bible Class 11:00 A.M  

LECTIONARY READINGS  
FOR NEXT WEEK  
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12 
 
 
 

 

 

TODAY’S SERVANT LEADERS  

Worship Leader  
Fred Poland  
Greete rs 
Mike Zuber  
Trustee  
David Puderbaugh  

  Kid’s Bible Class  Teacher  
            Susie Kurtz  
           

 

VAN DRIVER FOR DECEMBER 7    
Van Request:   John –- 937-277-6387 
To ride the van, you must make your request the  
day before or you will not be picked up!  

  PRAYER   MINISTRY  
Prayer ministry after worship each Sunday. For those who 
have special prayer requests, please see someone from 
the Prayer Ministry in the Narthex . 
 

 

KID’S BIBLE CLASS  
Our  Kid's Bible Class  is a meaningful time where children 
ages 1-9 learn to listen, and connect with God, through 
Bible stories, prayer, and fun activities linked to the lesson. 
After the lesson, they enjoy play that helps them build 
friendships, practice sharing, and grow in k indness—all in a 
safe and loving environment led by a Teacher and 
Attendant. 
 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 2026 PLEDGE CARD  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Church Staff  
Pastor  
Rev. E. Neil Gaiser, OSL  
Administrative Assistan t 
Carol McDougle  
Director of Music  
Michelle Forshaw  
Church Musician  
Nancy Collins  
Treasurer  
Fred Poland  
Audio Visual Technician  

Roger Christian  
Church Custodian  
Vance Garner  
Kid's Bible Class   
Attendant  
Oscar Ndayisaba  
 
 

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=2&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=2&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=2&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=a&d=2&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Fairview United Methodist Church  
828 West Fairview Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45406  

937-274-2189 
www.fairviewunitedmethodist.org  

Watch us live or recorded on YouTube at  
Fairview United Methodist Dayton  

To Give: donate. www.fairviewunitedmethodist.org  
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