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A Letter from the Pastor 
 

Greetings to everyone here at Fairview United Methodist Church, 

and to our community beyond in the name of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. I write this letter having just returned from Nashville 

and the Christian Unity Gathering of the National Council of 

Churches. A number of you have expressed interest in learning more 

about the work I do there, so I thought I’d take just a little time to 

share more about that. Call it an informal report! 

In 2019 I was appointed to serve as an Ecumenical and 

Interreligious Representative of the Council of Bishops; to engage 

in ecumenical and interreligious work on their behalf and on behalf of our 

denomination. Following this, they nominated me to serve as the United Methodist 

representative on the Interreligious Relations Convening Table of the National Council 

of Churches of Christ in the USA. The NCC is the largest ecumenical organization in 

the United States, consisting of 38 member communions or denominations. The 

various convening tables are essentially like steering committees, guiding the work, 

policies and focus of the NCC. Thus, the work I do with my convening table is to help 

shape and directly participate in the interreligious engagement of the National Council 

of Churches on behalf of the United Methodist Church. In addition to that yearly 

meeting at the Christian Unity Gathering Conference, I serve as the United Methodist 

representative as a Co-Convener of the National Sikh-Christian Dialogue, and as a 

participant in the National Hindu and Buddhist-Christian Dialogues. 
 

There were some exciting developments out of our recent gathering that I’ll share here. 

Friendship Press is going to publish a book highlighting our work on the Convening Table 

and on the importance of interreligious engagement as a whole, and I have been asked 

to contribute a chapter to the book!
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I also received word that the Council of Bishops has nominated me to serve another 4 

year term on the Convening Table, so I’m especially blessed to continue in this great 

work! 

But one thing I really want to share with all of you is to pray for our Jewish and Muslim 

friends and neighbors. One of the things that always happens in our yearly meetings is 

reports from the various dialogues, and it emerged from the Jewish and Muslim 

dialogues that there is so much pain over the raging conflicts abroad. Local communities 

of both Abrahamic traditions have been deeply impacted by this. Anti-Semitism and 

Islamophobia are both on the rise again, in this country and around the world, as a result 

of the Israel-Palestine war. As Christians, we can truly demonstrate that we love our 

neighbors by praying for them and praying for peace, regardless of their beliefs. 

 

And speaking of neighbors, let me come back to the home front! I’m pleased to report 

that the Omega CDC Asset Based Training Event held at our church on October 11th 

was a great success! I am immensely grateful for all the people who worked behind the 

scenes here at Fairview to make this happen! The focus of this training was how 

churches and organizations can collaborate and pool their resources for the good of the 

communities they serve. And it has been my privilege to work with Pastor Daryl Ward, 

Pastor Joshua Ward, and several other Pastors in our local area on making these ideas 

a reality! We were all inspired by this training, and that work will continue in earnest! 

There are also a few things I’d like to highlight going on in the church over the next 

month. We will be observing All Saint’s Day on Sunday November 3rd, where we 

honor those, we’ve lost in the past year. We will finish the month with Christ the King 

Sunday, a celebration worship that brings the Season after Pentecost to a close. 

Finally, Renewal Hour, the Wednesday Pastor’s Bible Study is going HYBRID. We’ve 

been blessed to have some folks join us via Zoom, so if you’d like to attend Renewal 

Hour but can’t make it in person, please let me know and we can have you join us 

virtually! 

I’ll leave you all with a picture of all the United Methodist representation at the Christian 

Unity Gathering. Every year, we have a meeting and debrief at the conference to 

discuss the work we’re doing on the various convening tables and committees, and we 

always make sure to get a group photo! It was a blessing to once again be with friends 

and colleagues, old and new! 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Bit of History 
 
As we celebrate All Saints Day, did you know? 
 
On June 1, 1895, Fairview Church of the United Brethren in Christ was incorporated. 
 
The name was changed to The Fairview Church of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church in Dayton, Ohio on December 14, 1953. 
 
On May 14, 1969, we became The Fairview Church of the United Methodist Church in 
Dayton, Ohio which is still our legal name today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 During the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays, you probably notice an increase in 
“giving opportunities” filling your inbox and 
mailbox. Charities realize we are more 
generous when we think of the needs of others 
during this season. So, some groups try to 
“guilt” us into contributing, often by giving a 
small gift in return. This is not why Christians 
support the church with our financial offerings. 
“Giving to Get” is not Christian Stewardship. 
 
Christian Stewardship is about more than 
money. It's an expression of our commitment to 
the work of the whole church: here in Dayton, 
throughout Ohio, across our nation and around 
the world. Christian Stewardship is how we stay 
involved in the ministry of Fairview United 
Methodist Church. It's above all, our spiritual 
response to what God is calling each of us to 
do. 

 
During our yearly Stewardship/Commitment Sundays, some of us will make a first time 
pledge to give to the work of our church. Other people have been giving, but in prayer, 
find it possible to give a bit more each week. Many members of our congregation will 
offer a tithe, which is the biblical definition of stewardship represented by offering 10% 
of our resources. Because this is a spiritual gift, no one decides for you if that 10% comes 
before all other obligations, or is a gift made after necessities are covered. Stewardship 
is looking at your Christian life and asking, how can I make an offering of faith?How am 
I being a good steward of what God has given me? Stewardship cannot be defined for 
you—what you give is entirely a matter of how you feel called to respond to the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
Of, course, Fairview needs your help. You see our monthly financial statement. You see 
how much it takes to support our ministries, to keep the Pantry shelves stocked, to pay 
building expenses and give modest salaries to our staff. We are careful managers of 
your money because that is also Stewardship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 



 

UWF THANK OFFERING 

For years the women of the world wide United Methodist Church, now our United Women 

in Faith, have collected an annual Thank Offering supporting programs benefiting 

women and children. Nearly a million dollars a year is collected for programs addressing 

our four initiatives: Economic Inequality; Criminalization of Communities of Color/ Mass 

Incarceration; Climate Justice and Maternal and Child Health. 

In November, as we remember all we are grateful for in our lives, let us give to help 

others. Please give generously. A Thank Offering envelope will be available in Circle or 

give directly to our Treasurer, Judy Gebhart, by November 25th. Make checks 

to Fairview UWF. 

UWF BOOK REVIEW 

 

In 2019, The New York Times Magazine published a series of articles reframing our 

understanding of American history. The project began with a startling essay declaring 

that the first British slave ship arrived in Virginia in 1619 carrying 20-30 African enslaved 

people. Preceeding the Mayflower's arrival in 1620, this origin story caused an uproar in 

American schools and legislative bodies. 

Following the original series in the New York Times Magazine, a book was published 

which is essentially thirty-six essays, each of which is accompanied by historical data 

and a poem by a modern African American. The essays discuss most aspects of 

American society: politics, music, diet, traffic, citizenship, religion and our democracy 

itself. The essays are challenging to our understanding of how our nation grew from a 

few small outposts to our current cities and states. It is a very disturbing study of how 

racism and inequality has undergirded American wealth and our national history. 

You may read this book in sections as each essay stands alone. It is not an easy read 

because of the subject matter. However, we cannot resolve our current struggle with 

inequality and discord among races and immigrant communities until we know the true 

history of race in America. The book is available in public libraries. 

Title: The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story 
Editors: Nikole Hannah-Jones, Caitlin Roper, Ilena Silverman, Jake    
Silverstein 
Reviewer:  Katherine Schaefer 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_1619_Project/B4MhEAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA2&printsec=frontcover


 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

             
 

Fairview United Women in Faith unit meeting will be on Monday, December 2, 2024 at 

12:30 p.m. beginning with a luncheon in which those attending may bring anything they 

wish to bring to eat. It would be helpful to bring enough to serve 10-12 people. Beverages 

will be provided.    

The facilitators for the meeting will be:  Prayer Guide: Susie Kurtz, Devotions: Joyce 

Barrier, Response Magazine: Marla Reynolds.  The Program will be the ‘White Elephant” 

Christmas Auction of Presents.    The funds raised from the Auction will be used for 

mission outreach projects of United Women in Faith.    

There is no November UWIF meeting. 

ALL WOMEN OF FAIRVIEW ARE NVITED TO COME AND BRING A FRIEND!!!  This 

will be a great time to share wonderful food, uplifting fellowship and renewal for 

your heart and soul as you bring presents that will be auctioned for mission 

outreach.  COME AND ENJOY!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FAIRVIEW UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  
LUNCHEON AND ‘WHITE ELEPHANT’ 

 CHRISTMAS AUCTION  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2024  

. 

“ATTENTION MEN OF FAIRVIEW” 
PLAN TO ATTEND OUR UNITED METHODIST MEN’S MEETING 

 

WHERE:  BOB EVANS (MILLER LANE) 
WHEN:    SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2024  
TIME:       8:30 A.M. 
 

PURPOSE: TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT THE SPIRITUAL 

GROWTH OF FAIRVIEW MEN THROUGH THE STUDY OF 

GOD’S WORD AND CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
 

CONTACTS:  PASTOR NEIL GAISER 937.274.2189 
                       ED RAPP 937.901.6660 



 

FAIRVIEW STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE  
MEETING ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2024 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
The Fairview Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) will have its regular meeting on 

Monday, November 11, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the church library.  All members of the 

Committee are urged to attend so that we can focus on tasks related to caring for the 

Pastor, Staff and the Congregation.   

 

If members of the SPRC are not able to attend the meeting, please notify Cecelia Long, 

937/972-7045 or cealong48@gmail.com    If anyone needs the meeting to be zoomed, 

please advise Cecelia by Saturday, November 9, 2024.     

 

FAIRVIEW UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING  
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2024 

  
Fairview United Women in Faith Leadership Team will meet on Tuesday, November 12, 

2024 at 10 a.m. in the church library.   The agenda for the meeting will be to finalize 

mission outreach plans for the remaining of 2024.   All members of the team are urged 

to be present.  If anyone needs the meeting to be zoomed, please advise Cecelia by 

Sunday, November 10, 2024.    

 

SPECIAL THANK FOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE 
DAYTON HUNGER CROP WALK 

 

Pam Hounshell and Cecelia Long formed the team that represented Fairview at the 
Dayton Area  Hunger CROP WALK on October 13, 2024.   The total contributed to the 
two of us was $471.00.     We thank EVERYONE  who contributed to the walk!!!   Your 
support meant more than you will ever know.   
   
The Dayton Foodbank will receive 25% of the proceeds from the Dayton Hunger CROP 
Walk to fight hunger in the Dayton metropolitan area.    The other 75% of the proceeds 
will help to Fight Hunger throughout the world.   
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Easy Access:  

Ctrl and click the button to make your online donation 

Contributions to Fairview can be made at: 
 https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z2ZK/home  You can use this link to make donations, 
support the pantry, order altar flowers, and make other gifts.  Please contact the 
treasurer if you have any questions. 
 
 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z2ZK/home
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=fXfFfSnIKRnQLxuxTT4qgC8_0UrDZ4txIqTDIukoj6EedC3rCwjG18D0hXaU-KGpAL6qpw5D8YKeo66cYY7_2e48rJdM58RizmZcceXD673uORDNnqXWIslFbM5-O6ZLKMBc_6dJJERS5QBaXFmcPpjSBp0FlBvueUcsXGntIpDwygm1sA4y4mm55H6Ia_OJfyVzcJFNS53Cbu0HPyuZtw==&ver=3


 

 
 

                                 NOVEMBER PANTRY NEWS 
 

 WOW!  October was a record month for our Pantry serving 
over 300 households.  That's more than 6 times the number 
of households from October 2022.  When the Foodbank 
asked us if we could expand to meet the growing need in our 
community, WE REPONDED.  With grant and Fairview 
Endowment Fund money and many, many hours of volunteer 
labor, we are feeding people in need every week. 

In addition to all the food we receive from the Foodbank, we 
are spending grant funds from Wright Patt Credit Union to purchase additional food 
items.  This is primarily pasta sauce, pasta, peanut butter and toilet paper at a cost of 
over $500 a week. Thank you, David Wiechel, for picking up these items every week. 
Additionally, we are purchasing bar soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste and razors.  

We can always use more volunteers to help us.  Kathy Farmer is doing our monthly 
scheduling so contact her if you want to volunteer.  We have volunteers helping us from 
all over the city. our own Kid's Institute and many of our members.  Special shout out to 
Oscar, Frank and Gerardine Ndayisaba who are helping to translate on Wednesday 
nights for our Swahili speaking clients.  

 

 

 

. 
 

Thank you for your support  
and donations! 

In addition to the food, we receive from The 

Foodbank (102,228 pounds YTD) and other 

donations, your contributions to the pantry 

and grant funds we have received have 

allowed us to purchase over $21,000 in 

additional food this year.  Donations to the 

pantry are welcomed any time.  You can 

also make automatic monthly donations 

through our website. 

 

2024 PANTRY STATISTICS
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Our next truck from the Food Bank will be delivered on Wednesday, 

November        AM.  Volunteers are always welcome to help us unload.

11 am Pantry Truck 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Fairview Church, I would like to thank you all for the warm welcome that you showed to me and my 
family! I am excited to be here and looking forward to sharing God's glory through the music of our 
talented choirs.    ~~-Michelle Forshaw  

 

NOVEMBER 

2024 

An Invitation from Bishop Jung 

Bishop Jung encourages clergy 
and laity to attend the Day of 
Thanksgiving and Unity on 
Saturday, November 23 at 
Worthington United Methodist 
Church, 600 High Street, 
Worthington, Ohio. 

For more information and to 
register for this event, please 
click here.  

Please click on the photo below to 

view his message 

(Click and Ctrl to follow link) 

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/77b3e4b1f5.html
https://u4527000.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.a5G2T13sgUFkfpEgtHCHWk-2BX32YmMkCH4F77-2Bo3U5q3FS-2F7JJBvBvcZJIcGoEXkdKdnfYjueQ0RI-2BdgsQT2wVuhd9up7Z8kNnhCoWezqnt8-3D_bIl_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WLqOxLirgcatxavpMknYomH8j0DsxznCKigIZh4NKiO4ptKX7bgh9jAQZaMPE7iR3rlJT36bMt83QucpPN20j5rW2kPKmX9D-2FE0PRhfKD1du1L-2FFd6SYeyDYaFBHnbS-2B9rE7-2BZyglUGM3pgXITn-2FiBTbwmM6R485AxI23z8D7vFQ7K3003BZBppiek1LUvxLZg4qGFbs2U0K4WqPLLOdjlI-3D
https://u4527000.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.a5G2T13sgUFkfpEgtHCHWk-2BX32YmMkCH4F77-2Bo3U5q3FS-2F7JJBvBvcZJIcGoEXkddxDpu3A4-2BGbi2HEsZTuk-2BCLxf9YS0Y3R0TD6as6-2B-2FB4-3DvqYs_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WLqOxLirgcatxavpMknYomH8j0DsxznCKigIZh4NKiO4ptKX7bgh9jAQZaMPE7iR3hcT1j566C3RgkGz4hzx1hj-2Fl5hma4AG0Q-2FnUW3JxHE7BLtpAavl29mJQpORDHeAbhmwmOm-2BEameOM-2B7QEtw-2ByX9cE2vw5uM41lrDexnl4mWE6a7EGYAnoAsAgugaTqYJ7lG7iIohnttVGXlS2fNC9s-3D


 

 



 

         
                                                                                                             

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Free Legal Clinic will be open on 
Saturday, November 9, 2024, at 
Fairview United Methodist Church 
 

          828 W. Fairview Avenue      
          Dayton, Ohio 45406  
         10:00 AM until Noon. 
 

Please bring paperwork related to 

the reason that you will be using the 

Clinic. We will be observing the latest 

CDC and Ohio Health Dept. 

regarding COVID-19 protocols.JANET MICHAEL           November 01  

PAM HOUNSHELL           November 03  

KATHARINE SCHAEFER     November 03  

GLORIA WHITE             November 04 

IGOR GOLOVCSENKO        November 07 

JASON HULL                November 16 

INGRID TARTAGLIA          November 16 

DANIEL NDAYISABA       November 23 

JAMES NDAYISABA         November 23 

ANDREY GOLOVCSENKO  November 27 

BERNARD JOSEPH         November 27 

MARY BETH WYSS         November 28 

ROYCE DAY                 November 29 

Daily Devotion and Prayer Link 
at the top of Fairview UMC website 
www.fairviewunitedmethodist.org. 
 

You can access it from your phone 

through Safari (or your browser) and 

save it as a favorite in your 

bookmarks.  
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