City of Fayetteville
Office of the Mayor

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, outside the home and the classroom, there are many adults who fouch
children's lives whether they are family, mentors, neighbors, and/or friends
that help mold America's next generation through their positive examples.
Such a person is our very own Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve
Blackmon), a local Fayetteville news reporter for News-talk Radio Station
WENC and a 1986 graduate of Seventy-First High school, who continues to
stress the importance of reading by relating it to his job as a journalist; AND

WHEREAS, over the past three years, Stephon Ferguson has played a significant role in
motivating our youth to read and has helped in generating awareness of the
importance of adult involvement in the education of our community’s children
by reading to 700 kindergarten classes in 150 schools; AND

WHEREAS, literacy is the fundamental building block of all learning and is essential to
the growth and success of every child in our community and our nation; AND

WHEREAS, reading to a child is a simple and priceless act that benefits both adult and
child,  positively contributing to a child’s intellectual growth, and
strengthening the emotional bond between a parent and child; AND

WHEREAS, the citizens of Fayetteville are firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students’ future academic Success, their preparation for
America’s jobs of the future, and their ability to compete in a global
economy.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Anthony G. Chavonne, Mayor of the City of Fayetteville, North Carolina,
do hereby proclaim Tuesday, April 17, 2007, to be

READ TO A CHILD DAY
in our city, and appeal to our citizens to encourage our children to read and as parents assume the
responsibility for our children’s literacy by making a commitment to read aloud to our children for

(at least 20 minytes each day. And further, I encourage all of our citizens to engage in programs and
activities to.develop America’s children to be the best readers in the world.

Anthony{(§. Chavonne
by Mayor
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City of Fayetteville
Office of the Mayor

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has read to every kindergarten student in the
Cumberland County School System (4300) to help promote the
importance of literacy; AND

WHEREAS, the citizens of Fayetteville are firmly committed to promoting
reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic
success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future, and
their ability to compete in a global economy;, AND

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local
news reporter for News-talk Radio Station WENC and a 1986
graduate of 71st High school, stresses the importance of
reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist; AND

WHERFEAS, Stephon Ferguson has played a significant role in motivating
our youth to read and has helped in generating awareness to
the importance of adult involvement in the education of our
community’s students during the six-month reading period
(October 2004 to April 2005) by reading to 230 kindergarten
classes in 50 schools.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Marshall B. Pitts, Jr., Mayor of the City of Fayetteville,
North Carolina, do hereby proclaim Thursday, April 7, 2005, to be

READ TO A CHILD DAY
in Fayetteville, and appeal to our citizens to encourage children to read. Further,

I encourage our residents to engage in programs and activities to develop
America’s children into the best readers in the world.

Marshall B. Pitts, Jr.
Mayor
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City of Fayetteville
Office of the Mayor

PROCLAMATION

for the second consecutive year, Stephon Ferguson has read to
every kindergarten student in the Cumberland County School
System (8600) to help promote the importance of literacy; AND

the citizens of Fayetteville are firmly committed to promoting
reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic
success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future, and
their ability to compete in a global economy, AND

Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local
news reporter for News-talk Radio Station WFNC and a 1986
graduate of 71st High school, stresses the importance of
reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist; AND ‘

Stephon Ferguson has played a significant role in motivating
our youth to read and has helped in generating awareness to
the importance of adult involvement in the education of our
community’s students during the past two school years by
reading to 460 kindergarten classes in 100 schools.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Anthony G. Chavonne, Mayor of the City of Fayetteville,
North Carolina, do hereby proclaim Thursday, May 4, 20006, to be

READ TO A CHILD DAY

in Fayetteville, and appeal to our citizens to encourage children to read. Further,
I encourage our residents to engage in programs and activities to develop
America’s children into the best readers in the

Anthony G.[Chavonne
Mayor
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GREG WEST, CHAIRMAN

DONALD W. LAHUFFMAN, VICE CHAIRMAN
FRANK K. BARRAGAN

HELEN H. FARRIOR

KIM FISHER

Cumberiand County Schools

P.O. Box 2357
Fayetteville, North Carolina 28302
910-678-2300

WILLIAM C. HARRISON, Ed.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

MACKY HALL

LARRY LANCASTER
MARY EMILY ROYAL
MAC WILLIAMS

March 14, 2005

Mr. Steve Blackmon
WENC 640 AM

1009 Drayton Road
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Dear Mr. Blackmon:

Congratulations on reading to 4,300 kindergarteners in the Cumberland County
Schools. The Cumberland County Board of Education would like to recognize this
outstanding achievement. Please attend the regular meeting of the Board of Education on
Tuesday, April 12, 2005, at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting will be held in the downstairs Board Room, Central Services Office
of the Cumberland County Schools, on HWY 301 South (near the Cumberland County
Auditorium).

We look forward to having you with us on April 12.

Sincerely,

el

William C. Harrison
Superintendent

WCH:dr
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COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND

PROCLAMATION
READ TO A CHILD DAY

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has read to every kindergarten
student in the Cumberland County school system (4,300) to help
promote the importance of literacy; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Cumberland County stand firmly
committed to promoting reading as the catalyst for our students’
future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the
future and their ability to compete in a global economy; and

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon),
a local news reporter for news-talk radio WFNC and a 1986 graduate
of 71°* High School, stresses the importance of reading by relating it
to his duties as a journalist; and

WHEREAS, the six month reading period (October 2004 to April
2005) for 230 kindergarten classes at 50 schools, has played a
significant role in motivating our youth to read and has helped in
generating awareness to the importance of adult involvement in the
education of our community’s children.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners of Cumberland
County proclaims THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2005 “"READ TO A CHILD DAY”
in Cumberland County and calls on all of its citizens to encourage
children to read and further encourages our community to engage in
programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers
in the world.

Adopted this 4™ day of April, 2005.

W Tl

John ':z. Henley, Jr., d@airman
Board of Commissioners




WHEREAS,
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PROCLAMATION

Stephon Ferguson has read to every kindergarten student in the Cumberland County
school system (4300) to help promote the importance of literacy; and

the citizens of Spring Lake stand firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s
jobs of the future, and their ability to compete in a global economy; and

Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local news reporter for news
talk radio WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71* High School, stresses the importance
of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist.

the six month reading period (October 2004 to April 2005) to 230 kindergarten
classes at 50 schools, has played a significant role in motivating our youth to read and
has helped in generating awareness to the importance of adult involvement in the
education of our community’s students.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Ethel T. Clark, Mayor of the Town of Spring Lake, North Carolina, do
hereby proclaim Thursday, April 7, 2005, to be

READ TO A CHILD DAY

in Spring Lake, and call on our citizens to encourage our children to read and further encourage our
community to engage in programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers in the

world.

Adopted this the 28" day of March, 2005.

ELI I, lak

Ethel T. Clark
Mayor

ATTEST:

e PN A funens

Cora M. Nunes, CMC
Town Clerk




Office of the Mayor
Town of Hope Mills, NC

Proclamation

READ TO A CHILD DAY
May 4, 2006

WHEREAS, First Lady Laura Bush has said, “children who are read to learn two things: one,
that reading is worthwhile, and two, that they are worthwhile;” and

WHEREAS, the single most important thing you can do to prepare your child for school is to
' read to them every day; and

WHEREAS, children will develop a love for books through being read to and seeing others
read; and

WHEREAS, children who read and are read to do better in school and in life; and

WHEREAS, reading to children helps open the door to a new world and boosts their
enthusiasm to read; and

WHEREAS, it is important that adults take the time to read to their children and to volunteer
to read in the school system; and

WHEREAS, Steve Blackmon, a local news reporter for News-talk Radio Station WFNC,

. stresses the importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist, and has read to

every kindergarten student in the Cumberland County School System to help promote the
importance of reading for the past two years.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, EDDIE DEES, Mayor of the Town of Hope Mills, do hereby proclaim,
Thursday, May 4, 2006, “Read To A Child Day” in Hope Mills and call upon all residents to
celebrate the joy of reading by reading to a child on that day. .

PROCLAIMED this 1% day of May, 2006.

Thl. Db

EDDIE DEES, MAYOR




MIKE McINTYRE

77H DisTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

RANKING MEMBER
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SPECIALTY CROPS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSERVATION,
CreDIT, AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TACTICAL AIR AND LAND FORCES

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRORISM,
UNCONVENTIONAL THREATS AND CAPABILITIES

WFNC Management

Congaress of the United States
PHouse of Repregentatibes
THashington, BEC 20515-3307

WEB PAGE:
www.house.gov/meintyre

May 4, 2006

Cumulus Broadcasting, Inc.

1009 Drayton Rd.

Fayetteville, NC 28303

To Whom It May Concern:

ASSISTANT WHIP

Co-CHAIRMAN

SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES CAUCUS

Co-CHAIRMAN
TASK FORCE ON FATHERHOQD

Co-CHAIRMAN
COALITION TASK FORCE ON
BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY

STEERING COMMITTEE
RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION

Today our region stops to acknowledge Steve Blackmon’s amazing accomplishment of
reading to every kindergarten student in the Cumberland County Schools system. This feat is
something we should celebrate and all strive to emulate.

As someone who has volunteered in the classroom for the past twenty-five years, I know
there is nothing more important to this country's future than making sure our children have the
knowledge and skills they need. Steve’s dedication and commitment to our region’s young
people will surely create an even brighter future for our children. Reading teaches so many life-
long skills and provides the foundation for excellence in everything that our children will do.
Steve is truly working to meet the needs of every child in Cumberland County, and I
congratulate him on this special day and offer my full support.

MM: gh

228 Cannon House OFFicE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-3307
(202) 225-2731
Fax: (202) 225-5773

Sincerely,

It ST

Mike Mclntyre
Member of Congress

701 NoRTH ELm STREET
LumeerTON, NC 283584895

301 Green STReeT, Room 218

FaveTTeEVILLE, NC 28301-5088
(910) 323-0260 (910) 671-6223

Fax: (910) 323-0069 Fax: (910) 739-5085

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

201 NoRTH FRONT STREET, SUITE 410
WiLmingToN, NC 28401-3957
(910) 815-4959
Fax: (910) 815-4543



1533 LoNGwWORTH House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHinGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-4531

BOB ETHERIDGE

2D DIsTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
SUBCOMMITTEES:

DISTRICT OFFICES:

SuITE 490

GENERAL FARM COMMODITIES AND
225 HILLSBOROUGH STREET

Risk MANAGEMENT, RANKING MEMBER

CONSERVATION, CREDIT, * RaLEiGH, NC 27603
RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND (919) 829-9122
RESEARCH 1(888) 262-6202

L Congress of the United States

609 NORTH 1ST STREET
SUBCOMMITTEES! LiLunGTon, NC 27546

INVESTIGATIONS, RANKING MEMBER %nge Dt Repreﬁentatih Bg (910) 814-0335

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, 1 (866) 384-3743

Smsmmwm’ Wagh [ngtﬂn, %@ 20515 www.house.gov/etheridge
SENIOR WHIP
April 27, 2006

Mr. Steve Blackmon
WENC

1009 Drayton Road
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Dear Mr. Blackmon:

Let me take this opportunity to recognize today as “Read to a Child Day” in Cumberland County
and the towns of Hope Mills, Spring Lake, Wade, Falcon, Godwin, Linden and Stedman. I am proud to
support this event, and congratulate WFNC radio for its promotion of this important effort.

As North Carolina’s former Superintendent of public schools, I know firsthand the importance of
getting children interested in reading at a young age. Research has proven that a firm foundation in
reading is an essential tool in a students overall education, and the earliest years are a time of tremendous
growth potential for the human mind. To help parents in their crucial role as a child’s first and most
important teacher, I have created a webpage on my Congressional website filled with useful information
and helpful links to other reading websites. I encourage all my constituents to visit:
www.house.gov/etheridge/Parents to learn more about “Parents as First Teachers.”

Let me also congratulate Steve Ferguson, who is known to WFNC listeners as Steve Blackmon,
for his outstanding accomplishment of service to the community by reading to every kindergarten student
in the Cumberland County Schools system for the second straight year. Steve’s example of service is a
credit to Cumulus Broadcasting, WFNC radio and the entire community, and I salute him.

On a personal note, Faye and I have become grandparents twice in the past few years. Watching
those grandbabies grow and develop fills us with pride and renews our hopes for the future. “Read to a
Child Day” can help all our children live lives full of hope for a bright tomorrow, and I commend all
those involved in this wonderful event.

Sincerely,

ob Etheridge
Member of Congress
BE:jp

P.S. You may sign up for my email newsletter at www.house.gov/etheridge.



REPRESENTATI
44TH DISTRICT

North Garolina General Assembly
House of Representatifes
State Wegislatite Building

Raleigh z7601-1096

VE MARGARET H. DICKSON COMMITTEES:

EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITIES

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1219 LEGISLATIVE BUILDING (CHAIRMAN)
RALEIGH, NC 27601-1096 EDUCATION (VICE CHAIRMAN)
TELEPHONE: (919) 733-5776 APPROPRIATIONS
(919) 733-25989 Fax Aprll 26, 2006 APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
COMMERCE

HOME ADDRESS:

115 DOBBIN AVENUE

FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28305 FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

MILITARY, VETERANS AND INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. Stephon Ferguson
1009 Drayton Road
Fayetteville, N.C. 28303

Dear Mr. Ferguson:
Congratulations on your outstanding achievement of reading to every kindergarten

student in Cumberland County for two consecutive years in order to promote the
importance of literacy and also to help children develop a hunger for reading.

I also express my appreciation to you for helping to generate an interest among adults
who may not have realized the importance of this basic education tool. Reading and

“reading to” is contagious, and I hope everyone “catches” the importance.

One of my earliest memories of my own childhood is that of my mother coming in to tell
me to turn my flashlight out after hours and to put my book away until tomorrow.

I send my best wishes to you for continued success as you promote literacy through
reading.

Cordially,

Vi N/

Margaret H. Dickson



DISTRICT OFFICES:

ROBIN HAYES

8TH DISTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA
137 UNION STREET, SOUTH

CONCORD, NC 28025
(704) 786-1612
FAX (704) 782-1004

130 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-3715
FAX: (202) 225-4036
www.house.gov/hayes

230 EAST FRANKLIN STREET
COMMITTEES: ROCKINGHAM, NC 28379

et Ll Congress of the United States . pileioi
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE ,
PHouge of Repregentatives rou e
Tlasghington, BC 20515-3308

April 17, 2006

1009 Drayton Rd.
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Dear Friends,

I would like to congratulate you on your success with “Read to a Child” day. I
am so glad to hear of programs such as this that encourage adults to read to their children.

Education is the foundation upon which all life’s rewards are based, and I am
proud to know that people like Steve Blackmon are helping our community’s children
achieve these rewards. Mr. Blackmon has reached a phenomenal goal by reading to every
kindergarten student in the Cumberland County school system. I hope that his example
may encourage others to get involve in the education of our community’s students.

Congratulations on your achievement and keep up the good work! It is an honor
to serve as your United States Representative.

Sincerely,

Robin Hayes
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



TOWN CLERK
CINDY C. BURCHETT

MAYOR
HUELL AEKINS

Home of Southern Hospitality ——

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JOSEPH DIXON < RAYMOND EDWARDS *+ ANN LONG - JOHN NUNNERY * NORMAN TYNDALL

PROCLAMATION

READ TO A CHILD

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has read to every kindergarten student for the second
consecutive year (total 8600) in the Cumberland County School System to help promote
the importance of literacy; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Wade stand firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of
the future and their ability to compete in a global economy; and

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local news
reporter for News-talk Radio Station WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71" High School,
stresses the importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist; and

WHEREAS, it is important that adults take the time to read to their children as well as
to volunteer to read in the school system.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the
Town of Wade proclaims May 4, 2006 “READ TO A CHILD DAY” in the Town of
Wade and calls on all citizens to encourage children to read and engage in activities that
promote reading to make America’s children the best readers in the world.

ADOPTED this 11™ day of April, 2006.

ot Qhuc

Huell Aekins, Mayor

Post Office Box 127 + Wade, North Carolina 28395 - (910) 485-3502 - Fax (910) 485-0747



COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND
PROCLAMATION
READ TO A CHILD

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has read to every kindergarten student
for the second consecutive year (total 8600) in the Cumberland County
School System to help promote the importance of literacy; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Cumberland County stand firmly committed
to promoting reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic
success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future and their ability to
compete in a global economy; and

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson, also known as Steve Blackmon, a local
news reporter for news-talk radio WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71% High
School, stresses the importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a
journalist; and

WHEREAS, it is important that adults take the time to read to their
children as well as to volunteer to read in the school system.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners
of Cumberland County proclaims May 4, 2006 "READ TO A CHILD DAY” in
Cumberland County and calls on all citizens to encourage their children to
read and engage in activities that promote reading to make America’s
children the best readers in the world.

Adopted this 3™ day of April, 2006.

Billy R. King; Chairma

LITHO. IN U.S.A.

All Rights Reserved
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TOWN CLERK
CINDY C. BURCHETT

MAYOR
HUELL AEKINS

Home of Southern Hospitality——

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JOSEPH DIXON + RAYMOND EDWARDS - ANN LONG - JOHN NUNNERY * NORMAN TYNDALL

PROCLAMATION

READ TO A CHILD

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has read to every kindergarten student for the third
consecutive year in the Cumberland County School System to help promote the
importance of literacy; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Wade stand firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of
the future and their ability to compete in a global economy; and

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local news
reporter for News-talk Radio Station WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71" High School,
stresses the importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist; and

WHEREAS, it is important that adults take the time to read to their children as well as
to volunteer to read in the school system.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the
Town of Wade proclaims April 17, 2007 “READ TO A CHILD DAY” in the Town of
Wade and calls on all citizens to encourage children to read and engage in activities that
promote reading to make America’s children the best readers in the world.

ADOPTED this 10® day of April, 2007.

Lt (b,

Huell Aekins, Mayor

Post Office Box 127 - Wade, North Carolina 28395 - (910) 485-3502 - Fax (910) 485-0747



TOWN OF FALCON

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

WHEREAS, for the second consecutive year, Stephon Ferguson has read to every
kindergarten student in the Cumberland County School System (8600) to help promote
the importance of literacy; AND

WHEREAS, the citizens of Falcon are firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of
the future, and their ability to compete in a global economy; AND

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local news reporter
for News-talk Radio Station WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71* High School, stresses the
importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist; AND

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has played a significant role in motivating our youth to
read and has helped in generating awareness to the importance of adult involvement in
the education of our community’s students during the past two school years by reading to
460 kindergarten classes in 100 schools.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Wayne G. Lucas, Mayor of the Town of Falcon, North
Carolina, do hereby proclaim Thursday, April 17, 2007, to be

“READ WITH A CHILD DAY”

In Falcon, and appeal to our citizens to encourage children to read. Further, I encourage
our residents to engage in programs and activities to develop America’s children into the
best readers in the world.

Adopted this 2" day of April 2007.

TOWN SEAL

Wayne G. Lucas, Mayor

Attest:

N : Sz . N
elinda D. White, Town Clerk

.k,*. = Q#Q
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TOWN OF HOPE MILLS

PO. BOX 367 * 5770 ROCKFISH ROAD « HOPE MILLS, NORTH CAROLINA 28348-0367
TELEPHONE (910) 424-4555 » FAX (910) 424-4902

April 3, 2007

Mr. Stephon Ferguson
1009 Drayton Road
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Dear Mr. Ferguson:
Enclosed is the Mayoral Proclamation for “Read To A Child Day - April 17, 2007" as requested.
This proclamation was read into the official record of the Hope Mills Board of Commissioners regular

meeting on April 2, 2007.

The Town of Hope Mills commends you for your community involvement and volunteer efforts.

(f.@dw@/
is C. Register, MMC
Town Clerk

Sincerely,

Enclosure

www.townofhopemills.com




Office of the Mayor
Town of Hope Mills, NC
Proclamation

READ TO A CHILD DAY
April 17, 2007

WHEREAS, First Lady Laura Bush has said, “children who are read to learn two things:
one, that reading is worthwhile, and two, that they are worthwhile;” and

WHEREAS, the single most important thing you can do to prepare your child for school is
to read to them every day; and

WHEREAS, children will develop a love for books through being read to and seeing others
read; and

WHEREAS, children who read and are read to do better in school and in life; and

l WHEREAS, reading to children helps open the door to a new world and boosts their
_ | enthusiasm to read; and

: . WHEREAS, it is important that adults take the time to read to their children and to volunteer

to read in the school system; and

| WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson, a local news reporter for News-talk Radio Station WENC,
(Steve Blackmon) stresses the importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a
journalist, and has read to 13,000 students in 700 classrooms, making a total of 150 school

| visits; and this is the third consecutive year Mr. Ferguson has read to every kindergarten
- | student in the Cumberland County Schools;

NOW, THEREFORE 1, EDDIE DEES, Mayor of the Town of Hope Mills, do hereby
proclaim, Thursday, April 17, 2007, “Read To A child Day” in Hope Mills and call upon all
residents to celebrate the joy of reading by reading to a child on that day.

PROCLAIMED this 2™ day of April, 2007.

Sl e

EDDIE DEES, MAYOR

f
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Oledmarn

April 11, 2007

Mr. Stephen Ferguson
1009 Drayton Road
Fayetteville, NC 28303

Dear Mr. Ferguson:

The Town of Stedman would like to congratulate your outstanding achievement of
reading to every kindergarten student in Cumberland County.

Enclosed is a proclamation “Read With A Child Day” that was adopted by the
Stedman Board of Commissioners on April 52007.

The Town of Stedman sends our best wishes to you for continued success as you
promote literacy through reading.

Sincerely, .
22, 4 e~ —
; I
Billy D. Horne
Mayor
Enclosure

PO Box 220 + Stedman, NC 28391 < Phone (910) 323-1892 « Fax (910) 323-4255



Town o{ Stedman

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
PROCLAMATION

READ WITH A CHILD DAY
APRIIL 17, 2007

WHEREAS, children are born ready to learn and are curious by nature; and

WHEREAS, literacy is the fundamental building block of all learning and is essential to
the growth and success of every child; and

WHEREAS, reading to children enlarges their vocabulary and enhances their listening
skills, thereby fostering intellectual growth and a more positive attitude toward reading;
and

WHEREAS, research shows that infants and children who are read to are more
enthusiastic about reading and more successful in school, are better readers, and are more
likely to remain lifelong readers; and

WHEREAS, children need reading role models; and

WHEREAS, reading together is a great way for adults and children to converse and
connect; and

WHEREAS, Steve Blackmon, a local news reporter for News-talk Radio Station WFNC
stresses the importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist, and has read
to every kindergarten student in the Cumberland County School system to help promote
the importance of reading.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BILLY D. HORNE, Mayor of the Town of Stedman, do
hereby proclaim Tuesday, April 17, 2007, “READ WITH A CHILD DAY” in Stedman
and call upon all residents to celebrate the joy of reading by reading to a child on that
day.

PROCLAIMED this 5™ day of April, 2007.




PROCLAMATION

Stephon Ferguson has read to every kindergarten student in the Cumberland County
school system (8600) to help promote the importance of literacy; and

the citizens of Spring Lake stand firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s
jobs of the future, and their ability to compete in a global economy; and

Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local news reporter for news
talk radio WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71* High School, stresses the importance
of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist.

Stephon Ferguson has played a significant role in motivating our youth to read and
has helped in generating awareness to the importance of adult involvement in the
education of our community’s students during the past two school years by reading
to 460 kindergarten classes in 100 schools.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Ethel T. Clark, Mayor of the Town of Spring Lake, North Carolina, do
hereby proclaim Thursday, May 4, 2006, to be

READ TO A CHILD DAY

in Spring Lake, and call on our citizens to encourage our children to read and further encourage our
community to engage in programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers in the

world.

it . Uk

Ethel T. Clark
Mayor

ATTEST:

(rea M onee

Cora M. Nunes, CMC
Town Clerk




TOWN OF FALCON

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

WHEREAS, for the second consecutive year, Stephon Ferguson has read to every
kindergarten student in the Cumberland County School System (8600) to help promote
the importance of literacy; AND

WHEREAS, the citizens of Falcon are firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students” future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of
the future, and their ability to compete in a global economy; AND

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local news reporter
for News-talk Radio Station WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71 High School, stresses the
importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a journalist; AND

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has played a significant role in motivating our youth to
read and has helped in generating awareness to the importance of adult involvement in
the education of our community’s students during the past two school years by reading to
460 kindergarten classes in 100 schools.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Wayne G. Lucas, Mayor of the Town of Falcon, North
Carolina, do hereby proclaim Thursday, May 4, 2006, to be

READ TO A CHILD DAY
In Falcon, and appeal to our citizens to encourage children to read. Further, I encourage
our residents to engage in programs and activities to develop America’s children into the

best readers in the world.

Adopted this 1*' day of Pélay 2006.

lmﬁ %\ \\e Zﬁ‘kl | OAC% TOWN SEAL

o

Way‘n’e 6. L cas, Mayn‘:’)r Y
Attest:

Belinda D. White, Town Clerk




Town of Linden
Office of the Mayor

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, for the second consecutive year, Stephon Ferguson has read to every
kindergarten student in the Cumberland County School System (8600)
to help promote the importance of literacy; AND

WHEREAS, the citizens of Linden are firmly committed to promoting reading as the
catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for
America’s jobs of the future, and their ability to compete in a global
economy; AND

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson (also known as Steve Blackmon), a local news reporter
for News-talk Radio Station WFNC and a 1986 graduate of 71* High
School, stresses the importance of reading by relating it to his duties as a
journalist: AND

WHEREAS, Stephon Ferguson has played a significant role in motivating our youth to
read and has helped in generating awareness to the importance of adult
involvement in the education of our community’s students during the past
two school years by reading to 460 kindergarten classes in 100 schools.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Carl Leo Kelly, Mayor of the Town of Linden, North Carolina,
do hereby proclaim Thursday, May 4, 2006, to be

READ TO A CHILD DAY
in Linden, and appeal to our citizens to encourage children to read. Further, I encourage

our residents to engage in programs and activities to develop America’s children into the
best readers in the world.
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