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KIRKBRIDE, in the County of Gumbes!and
on the South side of the estuary of the River Wampool
bounded on the East and North by the River Wampool, ci the
by the Monk's Dyke and on the South by Ou-ion 1t
approximatoly one and a half miles in dengtn and one :adle in
~-gadth, and contains the hamlets of Powhilli snd rev«:

Head. The acreage is 1707.513
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There are 136 houses in the perish, 27 of which
ave been erected since 1945, with a total populatidof of 488,

v
12 g01l 1s various but in general concicis of
clay and is very level, which accounts for the
telzing over the fileds mentioned elsewhere in this
Isr an aerodrome, known as No, 12 Maintenanc. Lnit.
In 1939 a new central Schocl was io be crocied
tut unfortunately World War 11 intervened, and with the
Lducation Act of 1944 the scheme was abandoncd and - & WS
decided to build a Junior School but at the time of writine
this has not yet materialised.
KIRKBRIDE is still however the naturai
for the district being the Postal, Shopping, Railway

-
)2,

centre for the ncighbouring villages of Newton Arlush;‘-;i
Fingland, whilst Bowness on Solway also receives thesc ser
with the cxception of buses. The Doctor also rc¢sides in Kirkbri

but serves a much wider area.

There is a freguent bus scrvice between
Carlisle and Kirkbridc via Kirkbampton and Fingland, ays
rictors being Blair and Palmer, whilst the Cumborland Motcos
Services operates in the morning between Anthorn a-
Kirkbride , returning about 4.30 p.m. daily. British
also serve Burgh by Sands to the North and Abbey towi
to the West.

The land is very rich and an cxsellont clasc
of Shorthorns are¢ reared herc. Before World War ! -+ Wit COnmQn
to see hundreds of baskets of butter and eges on Kirkhri:
Station going to Carlisle Markect. Now with the ratacning of
both thesc commeditites not one basket is to be secnd BPlUtter
s only made for home consumption, - the milk Beins collected
by Nestles or the Milk Marketing Board,( = much -ctior —nving
proposition) and the eggs are sent to the Gradirc o4

Before 1939, Kirkbride wns f-m
bacon and sausage the nomes of Crozier, Bulman ~nd Lowihe:
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being well known in the North, but due to restriziiorns dunrine
the War, these local industries have been diggontdnuedg nnd e
unlikely to begin again.

Since the building of the Acreodreme in 1uo
many men have left the land and have found employment with th
Air Ministry. To combat the shortagc of Labour I+ . -+
beceme mechaniscd and today thore is sC@eely @ farm wlthout
& milking machine or a tractor
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EXTRACT FROM CUMBERLAND NEWS,

SEPTEMBER, 1932 = Our Casual Colum.,
by Wels McIntyro.

Rising fram the low-lying lands which fringe the head of
the Sclway Flrth, the hill of Kirkbride stands forth overlooking
the primitive and wnspcilt sesclusion of Anthorn Island on
the North and offering a view Hastwards across the wide wistful
salt marshes of the Weapool to the estuary of Morecambs and
Skimborness. Boneath the hill lios the pleasant agricultural
Cuibrien villago renowned for the excsllence of its Nursor
ardens, and, of recont years, a centro for the supply of
he famous Solway turf so highly esteemed by makers of bowling
graeens end lewns,

Kirkbridels industries, however, and the interest which it
affords tho naturalist who wanders along the banks of its
tidal vivor, are nob the secle clalms to distinotion possessed
by the villago, This gquiet and poacful corner of Cumberland |
hag a long and Interasting hlstorilo past, and in inquiring '
Into that vast we ere bwought into contact with meny important 1
poraonalitlios snd events that have had an influence upon the |
fortunoes of our county.

A ROMAN FORT.

The strong position upon the swmmilt of the hill upon
whlch the church of 8t. Bridget now stands and the facllities
it afforded as a lookeout post over the nelghbouring country |
gvidently did not -esoaga ‘the eagle eye of the Romen oconqueron, }
There are indications that a Roman fort existed upon the sitau. |
Mang of the stones of whioch the church is dbullt show tracos 1
of Roman handiwork and in a ggivate collection at Clifton aro ;
regserved an altar found at Kirkbride, to which place it had
on brought from tho fort at Bowness, and boads and other E
objeoty Roman origin from this sito.

Doubbtlons this station at Kirkbride served a useful purinsc
for though the continuation of Hadrlan's Wall as fan as it
wont, agelnst the abtbacks of Northern maraudinf bands from
aoriss the dolway, there was always the possibllity of somo |
band of ralders atbtucking the disgtriloet bshind the wall e sailing |
round the Western end of 1te To guard against such onalaughta !
a gyatem of watoh Bowers was establishaed all dowm tho Wostomn \
gonst of Cumberiend, and the fort at Klrkbride may well havo
been ciaatructed to check the advance of any invadsrs who nluni
with thely boabts of shallew draught oome up the estuwary of the
Wampool to »avage the surrownding country.

After the doparture of the Remans leglonariss towards *ho !
cloge ol the fourth eontury of our ora, cnused that Aim ]
poriod of stomm and stress during whilch a reoo of Native Cumbrian
Kings strove to maintein a dublious authorliy in tha faso of
invading hovdes of Plobs, Angles and Vilkingse What happoned
o the Homan alte and tho conjural sottlement in ita nolghbuourhood

during the course of these tummltuous years it is 1mpas:iﬁi5
to suggest, and the sole keys to the Inberprobtation of tho next |
ohaptar in the hilstory of Kirkbrlde is the dedleoatlon cf its '

church to St. Bridget and the name of the placa itealf,




nan
ST+« BRIDGET .

St., Bridget was a notable Irish saint who is
been born near Dundalk in the year 455. The dauvght
King, Dubhthatch, by one of hils concublines, she was L i ln
the house of a certain wizard to whom her mother had Doen goid:
Meny miracles were attributed to her in hor earlier ycavs.
Wherever she was the yield of crops ond hords wag increased,
arc frequently references to fires which ran mivaculousiy
kindled or no less miraculously extingulshed; indeed, some
attributes which originally belonged to some fire goddess appaar LD
have been transferred to this saint. She was remarkabie ion

- her generosity, not only besbowing all the increase of ber Clooks
upor. the poor but persuading the wizard, her mother's wunstar.
and finally King Dubhthatch himself, whom she had converted

. from paganism, to follow her example. The great event of hep
1life was the foundation of Kildare. (cill dara "The church of
the oak"). Here at her death she was buried with tho
bishop, OCondlaecd, whose authority she had shared, beside tho
high altar,

Her cult became popular among the Norse Vikings who sottled
in Ireland and the Isle of Man, and was brought with thom By
the invaders of the tenth century to West Cumberland. ITn ouwr
county are five churches dedicated to Ste Bridget those of
Beckermot, Brideckirk, Brigham, Moresby and Kirkbride with a
possible sixth, that of Bassenthwaite, though in this casc tho
real dedication was probably to St. Bega. Brideicirk, Brighom
and Beckermet have monuments of the tenth century, though not
earller, and it does not seem unreasonable to attribute tho

: foundation of 211 these five churches to the Norse settlers cf
that century. Thus we may suppose that "Kinjka Bride" or £U.
& Bridget's Church, the name of which first appears In ths pipe

roll of 1189, was the name given to thelr church and asctilimen
by one of these bands of hardy Vikings from lIreland cr thc Tz
of Man, who durlng the course of the ninth and tenth canlui:an
colonigsed the shores of the Sclway and left a permemaent Looic

of their occupation both in its place=names and in uthe languogs
of the men who dwell by its waters.

THE MANOR OF KIRKBRIDE.,

The next stage in the history of Kirkbride 1ls that of its cxziszenn
as a manor after the Norman Congueste About the year 1137, Ti.
end a wide extent of lands around it was granted te "Odord
tha Sheriff" by Henry I, Odard was suesceeded in the Bavwony” ¢

- Wigton by his son, Adam, who, in the reign of King John, gro
Kirkbride to his younger son, Adam to hold of the Barony of
Wigton. This Adam was the founder of a family who for many
generations held the manor of Kirkbride and assumed the terri-
torial name of de Kirkbride. Space permits the mention of
but one or two of the prominent menbers of this family of
Kirkbride, who took an important part in many of the events
recorded in our county history. .

In a charter, for instance, dating between the years 1180 and 1192
in which the pr{ory of Wetheral will regard to cert-in titlcs
due from Scotby, one of the wltnesses is William de Kirkbrlds,
n junior member of the family, He signs himself as "Dean of
Cumberland" and in other documents is referred to as Wean of Carlisin™

[ O
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The point 1ls interesting as indicating that the rural dean-
eries which at the end of the twelfth century were Cumberland,
Westmorland, Gllsland and Allendale became Carlisle, West-
morland, Cumberland and Allendale.

A REDOUBTABLE WARRIOR.

The most picturesque member of the Kirkbride family must
assuredly have been the Sir Richard de Kirkbride whoss 1if-
lies between the dates 1270 and 1330, A noted Border
warrior, he took part with Edward I in the famous siege of
Caerlaveroek Castle in 1300, The author of the Norman-
French poem, "The Roll of Caerlaverock", sings his praises:

"Many a heavy and crushing stone (the Scots wers
hurling these missiles from the ramparts) did he of
Kirkbride receive, but he placed before a white shield
with a green cross engrailed. So stoutly was the gate
of the castle assalled by him that never did smith with
his hammer strike hls iron as he and his did there.
Notwlthstanding there were showered upon him such huge
stones, quarrels and arrows, that with wounds and bruiscs
they wore so hurt and exhausted, that it was with very
great difficulty they were able to retire".

The arms mentioned above Argent, a cross angrafied Vert
are those emblazoned upon the Denton tomb at Ainstable.

Sir Richard in 1307 was commissioned to raise and equip
200 footmen in Allendale to fight against Robert Bruce, at
that time in hiding in Scotland; later he was ordered to
defend the Border arca Carlisle and in 1315 was directed
to compel Sir Andrew de Harcla to deliver up Carlisle
Cagtle to the newly appointed governor, John de Castre.
Evidently he was but ill requited for his labours by tho
worthless Edward II, for we find him petitioning Edward
ITI in 1330 for wages and expenses which the late King
had paid. Before the petition was granted, he died, and
from the ingquisition post mortem held after his death, we
learn that besides his capital messuage and land in Kirk.
bride, held of the lord of Wigton, he was seised of one
third of the manor of Kirklevington, held in cheif,

THE CHURCH.

Deoubtless the Kirkbrides, in whose presentation the
Rectory of Xirkbride lay, helped to maintain the fabric of
its ancient church. This interesting building, a massive
structure, possibly built to withstand attacks from
Scottish raiders, still retains, despite its restoration
of 1805=«98, trace of twelfth century work in its chancel
arch, which has on ¢ach side an arched recess for a side
altar, and the North wall of the nave. The small win-
dow in the wall may be older still, though it can hardly
be, as has been more than once suggested, mre-Norman. A
gtone in the .church bears an ancient inscription. E
(cclesia) Br¥de and therc is a stoup upon which a laborum
have been carved.

The proximity of the great Abbey of Holm Cultrum must
have exercised some influence upon the life of the inhabi-
tants of mediaoval Kirkbride. It is interesting to note
that in a charter granted to the Abbey by King Richard I
in 1189, the boundaries of the Abbey's lands is defined
as commencing "by the beck under Kyrkebride between the
outer dykc of monks and the vill of Kyrkebride as it falls



nto the Wathepol (Wampool); up the same beck outside
he sald dyke to backelaye folowing the junction of the
golid ground and moss; thence straight up to the middle
of the mose between Waytheholm (Wedholm) and the island
of St Lawrence (Lawrenceholm) ete, These bounds had

to be perambulated once every seven years; they corres-
ponded with those of the old parish of Holm Cultram.

THE DALSTONS

Till the reign of Henry V11l the regime of the Kirk-
brides continued. There were occasional disputes as
to the presentation to the living; for instance, in
1341 Sir John de Weston who claimed in the right of his
wife, Joan de Wigton, to be patron of the living succ-
ecded in establishing his c¢laim and secured the appoint-
ment of his presentee Robert de Bromfield, and upon the
latters resignation in the following ¥ear of John de
Misterton, who contracted on his instituthon to pay £60 5s
to the Bishop, half at Martinmas and the other half at
Candlemas next following., One of the co-~heiresses of George
the last of the main family of the Kirkbrides brought a
moiety of the manor by marriage to Sir John Dalston - the
initials of the bride and bridegroom may be seen carved
upon Dalston Hall, the other moiety went with another
daughter whose posterity sold it to the Lord Paramount of
Wigton. It was presented by Henry, the sixth Barl of
Northumberland, to Henry V111, who by letters patent in
1544 granted it to Sir Thomas Dalston, the son of the Sir
John who acquired the other moiety. Thus the whole manor
fell to the powerful Dalston family, who made their chief
residence in the parish the old capital messuage of their
predecessors at Moor houses and held the town and manor of
Iirkbride direct from the king by Knight's service and
various fees until 1764.

aincursions from across the border
INCURSIONS FROM ACROSS THE BORDER

It wes to no very peaceable domain that the Dalstons
succeceded, Cumberland in Tudor times, owing to the bad
relations maintained between England and Scotland, was
subject to constant raids,; and Kirkbride and its
neighbourhood was frequently exposed to attacks from the
Solway, An increasing watch had to be kept up, and the
regulations for the defence of the Border issued by Lord
Wharton in 1552 imposed the duty upon the inhabitants
of the Solway coast of patrolling each section of the
shore. Among the directions is "Angerton". The details
of a raid upon the Holm in 1542 show that "the Scottes
to the number of thre other; one olde man they did bere
away in a shete". There was consternation in a neighbour-
hood which reguired all its able-bodied men for its own
defence, when Henry V111l in 1544, ordered every fifth man
to be conscripted to serve in France, and later in 1549
proposed to bring over one hundred kernes from Ireland
and quarter some of them upon the district for the
strengthening of the defence of the Western border. This
visitation seems to have been spared the inhabitants in
response to their petition but they still suffered from
hostile incursions and even after the union of the crowns
of England and Scotland, during the disorders of the Civil
War, had to face the perils caused by the recrudescence
of Border warfare.

We have a petition of 1640 from the inhabitants of
the Holm, addressed to Sir Nicholas Byron, Governor of
Carlisle, complaining of the hardships they suffered
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in supplying light-horse, footman and a night watch. They
state that they have sustained "great damage of the Scots
by Booteing, insomuch that they have burnt two or three
townes at one times, violently taken away thre schore head
of cattle, one hundred sheepe, together with the Spoyle of
the said townes". At the muster of 1580~81l, sixteen men
appeared, three of them were Kirkbrides, whiie other sur-
names represented were those of Hewet, Wilson, Martin,
Dawson, Donald, Smalwood, Stoddart and Backhouse.

With regard to these descendants of the Kirkbrides, it
is jllustrative of the disturbed nature of the times to
find from one of Lord Scrop's letters to Burghley in 1593
that "I am informed that one Skelton has from your lordship
an escheat in the forest of Inglewood, of the goods and
tenecments of one Olyver Kirkbride who has fled for the
suspeoted murder of one Dodson his neighbour", Scrope
asserts that this rlght belon%s to him as warden of the
March, but states that he is "at his Lordship's disposal'.
From further references to the case, it appears that the
escheat was not granted. Scrope, moreover, refers in
snother letter to Persevall Kirkebrid, a Jesuit, "a very
lewd person" who was assoclated in the plots of one
Lancelot Boaste, a notorious plotter. In another letter
he rofers to Parcyvall Kirkbryde, a vagrant person, having
no howse of his owne of aboad all of whom and any other
suspested persons, I shall usc my utmost endeavour to
engulreo.

A IJI§_T‘II\TGUISHE SON OF BHE PARISH.

More peaceable times followed in the 18th century, but

like so many other Cumberland villages Kirkbride appears
to have fallen into a state of neglect. Looking now at
its beautifully kept church it is hard to imagine the
state of affairs which provoked the strictures of Bishop
Nicolson on the occasion of "ns" wvisitation in 1703 .
"T never yet saw," writes the irascible Bishop, "a church
and Chancel in so nasty a condition. Everything, to the
highest degree imaginable, out of Order. The Communion
Table rotton: the floor all holes; no Surplice; no Commeon
prayer book; a very few fragments of an old Bible."

For all this, Kirkbride had meanwhile been the birthe
place of one scholar of distinction. Dr. Anthony Hall,
son of the Rev. Henry Hall, Rector of the parish, was
born in 1679, and received his educatlon at Carlisle and
Queen's College, Oxford. He was an antiquarian, and a
coplous writer, though he is referred to by Hearne as
"a man of no industry, it being common with him to lye
abed till very near dinner time and to drink very freely
of the strongest liquors. He edited editions of Ley- :
land's "Scriptores" and Trivet's "Annales" but is perhaps
best lmown for his introduction to Cox's "Magna Britannia”
in 1720, It is a curlous fact that though stated by the
Lysons to have dedicated the description of Cumberland
im this work to his father, he expressly repudlates the
authorship of this Part of the book in a postseript to
the edition of the "Annales". He died in 1723 and is
buricd at Kingston.

In 1734 the manor was sold by Sir Geor%e Dalston, the
iast of the family, to Joseph Wilson, of Pontefract, and
conveyed by him to a Mr. Sumer's, who in turn, sold it
to the Barl of Lonsdale, with whose successor's 1t has
remainad to the present day. The village 1s one about
vhich not much has been written, and the study of 1ts
history cnd antlquitles might well repay the careful
investipgator.

W.T M.
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ART. XV. KIRKBRIDE CHURCH, by the Rev., J. Whiteside,M.A.,
A Rector of Shap (Vicar of Kirk-
bride, 1894 - 8).
Communicated at Shap 7ells, July 1l5th, 1897.

The pleasant village of Kirkbride lies in a remote corner
of the plain of Cumberland. In pre-railway days the Solway,
the mosses, the “empool Dbay, and the absence of main roads
were effectual barriers against the march of civilisations
Communications with the outer world woére limited, and the
traces of isolation and neglect are still visible in the
church.,

Hoere is Bishop Nicolson's somewhat severe description in
1702 :-

"Kirkbride, Jul. 2. The Parson, lMr. Hall, and his son
(cne of ye Taberdars of Queen's College in Oxford) were
gone abroad, and the Key of the Church would not be _
found. However I casily put back the lock of the great
Door with my finger; and quickly found why I was deny'd
Intrance. I never vet saw such a Church and Chancel
(out of Scotland) in so scandalous and nasty a condition.
Zverything, to the highest Degree imaginable, out of
order. The Roof of the Quire coming down, the Commnion
table rotten, the Reading desk so inconvenient that 'twas
imposgible to kneel in it, the Pulpit inaccessible, no
seat, no pevement in the Quire, eto. So ill an example
in a rich parson (who is in effect the lord of the Manor
as well as the recter of the parish) cannot but beget =
pronorticnable Slovenliness in the Parishioners; who

have thelr seats tattered, the floor all in holes, no
surplice, no common prayerbook, a very few fragments of
an old bhible ete. The Font had been a beautiful one

but tc bring it to resemblance with the rest one of 1ts
four square sides is half broken off. In short - the
whole locked more like a pigsty than ye House of God".

Bishop Nicolson is said to have had 'a spite! against Mr.
Hall whom he may have known beforehand, when he was Arch=-
deacon and Rector of Creat Salkeld.

The statement about the font is céertainly an exaggeration.
4 small piece on one side has been broken off where the hinges
of the cover would be. This might be accidental and no
discredit to the varishioners. Ag there is no vestry, the
surplice and the book might be in the Rectory adjoining.

The name Bride, i.e. Brigida, Brigit, or Bridget, a
dedication of which we may feel proud, points to an Irish
connection. A local history gives Brydoch, but thelr is
no atthority for such spelling of any British saint.

Brigit was born at a farm near Dundalk in 453, Her chief
honour lies in her power of effecting conversions, and in the
founding of the Abbey of Kildare, where she was abbess and
died in 523, being buried on the left of the altar there, so
that we must reject the famous couplet :-

Patrick, Columba, Brigit, rest in glorious Down
Sleep in one tomb, and consecrate the town.

"hether DBrigit hersell aame here is a point impossible to
detemine, but at least there ls reasonable ground for
supposing that the Church marks the site of one of the
earliest opreaching stations in Cumberland. Just as St.
Ninian 1s supposcd to have declared the Cospel at Brougham,
and the name of Cuthbert is given to places where he rested,
so I conceive Brigit, or hop immediate disciples, may have
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made her way to Kirkbride and thence across the fords above
Bovness te another Brydekirk, three miles north of Annan.
Bridekirk and Brigham share the dedicatlon.

The Romans had previously a camp cn the eminenoce where the
church 1s built, we see traces of the moat or fosse, the Roman
roads went close by, and the stones of the church, belng such
as would be used in their wall, may possibly hawve come from
Bowness if they did not form the walls of the local fort,

The fabric in 1894 wore an aspect of uncared for slovenliness:
standing ebove the road "she seemed to passers-by to cry aloud
for some one to have pity on her condition", One distinguished
person, who suspected no hidden comeliness, advised, "pull her
® vm, why cumbereth she the ground: build a new church". But
wiser counsels have prevaliled.

The chancel was in a thoroughly dilapidated condition, the
cast wall hanging forward mcre than a foot beyond the perpend-
icular, with gaping fissures on the north and south sides, with
rotten floor and demp atmosphere, and fusty smells. It 18 a
marvel that the roof had not been lifted by the severity of
the gales, for the rotten cak timbers, patched here and there
with rough lengths of larch, merely rested on the wall, with
openings through which the Church owls entered, with a company
of other birds, and made thelr habitation. The nave, though
far from modern ideas of reverecnce and decency, was ln comparas=
tively tolerable condition. :

The vwork of recstoration was commenced on August 8th, 1895,
and finished on December 5the The removal of the disfiguring
coats of whitewash and plaster brought to light several int=
erosting features. In the chancel wall I discovered a frag-
ment of Roman pottery, a broken portion of an encient grave
stone or coffin top, with the head of a cross carved. This
is now in the wall on the right of the priest's door. Also
a stone which is now above the door, with a fragment of an
inscription, E. Bride. Also on the north side a low sido
wind ow. The stonoes for the most part wore large and well
dressed, such as must have originally been exposed, for all
the plaster was modoerm; the east wall had been rudely m inted
with an inscription in block letbter capitals on either side
of the cast window, which was now indecipherable except the one
word "Head": it was evident that the chancel had formerly tere
minated a foot or two east of the present priest's door, and
the original Norman window. This door was bricked up on the
inside, I think early in Mr, Lumb's incumbenoy, and I judge
his not to have been its former positlon, for there were
traces cf a doorway where the Wills'! window now is. More=
over to upheld this theory, I found the top stone of a Norman
window, corresponding to the one opposite, and the east and
south~east windows are clearly of a much later period, about
1400, while the chancel is scmewhat longer than is proportioned
to the nave. The line of the extension could be traced.

The further we went the more necessary it became to go further
in the work of demolition, until the only remaining part which
was not rebuilt from the foundation was the whole chancel arch
and wall, and the north wall thence, following a line up above
the slit window to a little further east where the line of new
work slopes gradually to the floor. The prophets of a certaln
school will, of course, ory out, "I told you so ~ here's an=-
other case in point ~ restoration spells destruction.” So 1t
often does, but how can you help it? We have to use the
building, and the blame and responsibility must rest not on
the restorors, but on those who went before and who did not
preserve in time. Here at any rate not a stone was moved
without anxious deliberation, and only then inevitably. The
east window is an cxact copy of its predecessor, with a few
old stones remaining in statu quo: the north~east window has
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onc or two now stones: the north-west 1ls entirely new,
superseding a common thing' a century old. The top stones of
the Norman window were taken down and replaced, and there

ares a few new stones in the splay. The old altar rails,

coated with paint and varnish, appeared common and value-

less, and were being removed for firewood, but theilrweight
told the tale of years, and the contractor submitted them

to a cleansing process and honourably restored them to the
Church. The top raill is new, and the gate posts.

Tt has been confidently asserted the chancel arch 1s
Saxon e No doubt it is at lcast early Norman. This
summer I saw in the Church at Copgrove, near Knaresborough,
now undergoing 'restoration’, an identical arch except for
a slight ornamentation of the capitals.

In the chancel arch there is a framed plaster-cast,
possibly of Our Lord being carried to the tomb. Somec cone
sider it to be the cripple being carried to the Temple
Gates This I found imbedded in the wall behind the cammon
deal table which served as an altar. It is said, I cannot
say on good authority, to have been dug from a grave in the
churchyard about forty years ago. The frame is a remmant
of the old chancel roof. Beneath the altar, placed there
for preservation, is an ancient matrix, whose brass would
be one of the largest in the dlocese: 1t previously lay
east and west before the altar, and was rapidly being oblit=-
erated by being trodden on durlng service. It bears at
the foot a modern inscriptlion recording the name of John
Walker, Rector of Xirkbride, who was buried April S5Sth,
1743, The brass represented the figure of a priest. On
lifting the stone, which is of great weight, we found some
boncs, probably those of Rector Walker. Inside the altar
rails is an interesting stone. Canon Bower gives a draw-
ing of it among the piscina, which has been mutilated, has
no drain. It was dug up in the rectory garden in 1813,
and I julge it to have been used as a holy waber stoup,
which was fortunately hidden in times of persecution and
puritanism. But I would not like to argue that was its
original use. Some consider it to be the fragment of
an eancient cross, which is not unlikely; from 1813 to 1895
it was fixed on a bracket let into the north wall about
Dur or five feet from the east wall and floor respect-
ively.

Twe openings five feet above the ground which you seec
on the old photographs of the church on the north and south

- sides and 18 inches from the cast wall end, were frequently

spoken of as leper windows, and a bishop once touchingly
referred to tham as such in a sermon at Kirkbride; as a
matter of fact they were rude modern ventilators, whose
gratings we found inside, plastered overs The mention
of photographs makes me thankful that stage by stage I
tock the restoration, which pictures will be preserved as
infallible mementoes and commentators, I think the nave
will prove to be full of interest.

There are two arched recesses facing west, one on either
side of the chancel arch, which have probably containecd
side altars. If so, they are very rare, indeed almost
unique. On the north wall of the nave, after removing the
plaster, I found a little Norman window near the roof, very
1like the chancel one, but slightly larger. #lso a Devil's
door, through which in mediseval time at the bidding of the
pricst in holy baptism at the entrance of the Holy Spirit
the exorcized demon took his departure. I beliocve there
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are doora of similar shape and sizo at Isal and Brigham,
Beias only 21 Inches wide and about 5 feet 6 inches high,
it cannot have heen a'eorpse door". The font is a fine
plecs of carly work; forty years ago it stood in the south-
wast ocorner. The porech is a recont abomination. There
is one bell. Mrs. Hallifax, widow of the second Rector
of that name, told mce thore were two at the boginning of
the contury and that one was traditionally supposed to
have been the vesper bell from Melrose. They had fallen
and. crucked in tho time of her fathor-in-law, She had
also a skull, with a sharp stone sticking in it, the
victim of a skirmish. Many cther things I hoard, more
or loss reliable. John Kirkhaugh, who worked in tho
church twenty-scveon years ago, had seen the Fourth
Conmandment painted on thoe wall opposite the door. This
wall ies now cocmontod and lined to reprcescnt ashlar. He
Imew ¢f a stone coffin being found in the graveyard with
some Letin lettering on the top, and what I gathered

must have been a shepherd's crook, But "a lad teuk varra
lale notico o! thom things". It was propped up on tho
south of the chancel and a dlal put on it. Then 1t lay
tumbling about and was broken up for walling stonos. A
lot of small things besides wero found. "When they found
anything they broke it up or throw it aside." A Roman
altar was bullt into tho end of tho now democlished barn,
and weas sold by Roctor Hallifax in 1868 fer 1l0s. to Mr.
Mawrson, of Lowther. It is now in thc¢ posscession of his
davgater, Mrs. Plaskett~Gill-banks, of Clifton. It 1s
ledicated to Bilatucadrus, and 1s ongravod in the Lapls-
darium Scptontricnale, Noe530. Sce also the Corpus
Inscripbtionum Latinarum, No.333.

The following is an incomplcte list of Rectors:ie

1341 = 1342: Robert dc Bromfield, who was instituted
by Nicholas de "hytrigg, Rector of Caldbeck,
on a commlssion, it having appecared on an
inguisiticn de jurc patronatus that Sir John
de Weston, Knight, was tho true patron.
Resligned.

1342 = John de Misterton, presented by S John de
Wooton. Hc contrac%od on his institution to
pay 60 shillings to the Bishop, whercof 30
at Martinmas, and 30 at Candlemas next
following. On this mcescntation it was
found that Sir John de Woston was patron in
right of the Lady Joan de Wigton his wifo,

i

1580:; Cuthbert .Fishor, died.

1580 - 1586: Robert Allenby, MesA., presonted by John Dalston,
off Dalston, Gentleman. Died.

1586 - 1587: Gyles Hermocrford, presented by John Dalston,
Isquire.

1687 - Sir Nicholas Dean, Clerk, prcsented by the

same John Dalston. Dean was called to the
Rectory of Bromfield in 1589 by Bishop Meye, and
in 1602 he became Rector of Groat Salkeld and -
Archdeacon of Carlisle.

About 1643: Mr, Hudson.
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1660 (Sept.20th)

- 16783

1678 - 1717
(June 16th):

1717 = (Dec.7th.
~ 1743 (April 2):

1743 (June 30)
1750 (Oct.l1l5):

1750 (Nov. 21)

1791:

1791 (Augel2) =

1822:

1823 (Jan.27) -

1834

1835 (march 25) =~

1847

1847 (March 10) =

1855:

w D v

Thomas Lumley. Presented by Sir William
Dalston, Bart., He had two children bap-
tized, John on October 23rd, 1E65; Auvgust-
ion(t} on November 22nd, 1588, Dicd.

Henry Hall., Presented by Sir William
Dalston of Heath Hall, Co. York. He had

a child baptized on August 9th, 1683, also
Francis, on April 8th, 1687. Henry 1ls the
Taberdar of Bishop Nicolson. On August
lst, 1713, this Francls married Anne Hodg-
son; see Inscription above doorway of
William Carr's shop. Died.

John Walker, B.A. Instituted on the pre-
sentation of Sir Charles Dalston, Bart.

On March 5th, 1721, his son Edward was
born and baptized. Died.

John Cowper, B.ies Presented by Sir
George Dalston, of Heath Hall. He be~
came Vicar_ of Penrith on Nov. 2nd, 1750,
Master of Penrith Grammar School for 56
years, cmbracing these two incumbencies.

George Gillbanks. Presented by Sir
George Dalston, of Smardale Hall, "est-
morland.

"Mems the chancel was covered on the
south side with new blue slate, and the
north side with red, and the Timber of
the roof repalred in the year 1759 by
George Gillbanks, rector".

Francls Metcalfe, presented by Ann Mot~
calfe, of Northallerton, widow, the

Blshop having been directed by writ firom
the court of fing'!s Bench to admit and
institute her clerk. He took the oaths
before William Mason, Canon Residentiary,
of York, acting as commissary. It ap-
pears that Sir G. Dalston sold the mancy

to Jos. W llson, Esqe, of Promfret. and

the advowson in 1763, for the sum cof £240.
to the Rev. Thomas Metealfe, Vicar of St
Mergaret'!s, Leicester, also of Underblows,
Coe York, Wilson sold the manor to Wille
iam Mathews, Esq., of Dykesfield, and he
conveyed it about the year 1790 to Lord
Lonsdale. When the vacancy occurred, the
Earl appears to have disputed the patronage.
X Interred in the chancel, Nov. 16th, 1822.
Aged YO o

Franclis Metcalfe, M.As Cs of Rudston, Yorks.
and Vicar of Righton, near Hunnanby, Yorks.
Buried in Newbald Church, Yorks. See monu=-
ment on E. Walle.

William Flowers, of York, on presentation
of Valentine Kitchingman and William Mills,
Exors., of the late Francis Metcalfe., Mr,
Flowers' name occurs in distinguished com=
pany,along with royal Frinces, the Duke of
Wellington, Lord Prougham, and C.J. Fox, in
the roll of honorary freeman of the city of
%grg,,of whom there have been 19 since

40..'-

He was inducted by Joseph Hallifax, Curate.
Buried at York,

Joseph Hallifax, M«A. Mr. Hallifax bought
the living for £2700, scon after Mr.

Flowers induction on June 26th, 1835.

S =SSR ——— = B
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This was an unfrtunate specualtlon, as
Mr. Flcwers was not only an absentee,
but lived to the patriarchal age of 94,

1855 (Dece 4) = Joseph Hallifax, M.A., Interred at
1868: Kirkbride, aged 52.

1866 (Jan.26) - Henry Lumb, M.A. Univ. Coll., Durham,
lees presented by the Earl of Lonsdale, who

is now patron as well as Lord of the
Manor. Interred at Kirkbride, aged 53.

1894 ~ 1896: Joseph Whiteside, MsA., Trinity College,
Oxford, formerly Assistant Master 1n
Epsom College, and curate of Kirkby
Lonsdale and All Saints', West Hartlepool
Resigned.

1896 = ¥illiam Robinson Hopper, B.A., St.
Johnls College, Cambridge, late curate of
Milnth orpe .«

The exact nature of this dispute is yet to be investigat
ed at Lowther. The statement of the sale for £240., of
vhich I somewhere found a written note at Kirkbride, is
not accepted by Mr. Metcalfe. He quotes from a sort of
autobiography dictated by Mrs. Thomas Metecalfe to her
niece, Anne Jesse Cholmley, as_follows :~ "Anne liet=
calfe had a lawsuit with Lord Lonsdale about the living
of Kirkbride {the perpetual advowson of which was given
to the Reve. Thomas Metcalfe for the benefit of any child
of his he chose to present to) which lasted for years,
which she gained, and presented to her youngest son'.
The two views are difficult to reconcile. A certain
Captain Lecnard Smelt was at Carlisle about 1745, and in
1742 his sister Amne had morried Thomas Metecalfe, then
Rector of lNarborough and Viear of Tilton in Leicester-
shire.

The father of Leonard end #nne Smelt, William Smelt
of Kirkby Fleetham and Leases, Co. York, li,Ps for North-
allﬁrton, 174045, was in 1745 appointed Receiver-General
of Movenues in Barbadoes. Robert Lowther was Governom
of Barbadces, and dicd in 1745. He was father of Sir
Jomes Lowther, who was raised to the Peerage in 1784.
Hore is a ccrmection between Smelts and Lowthers.

*  These Metcalfes are an ancient Yorkshire family of
zentle lineage and wide domains, now represented by Mr.
John Henry Metcalfe of Crayke Castle, Yorks., The elder
gvidently liked to hawve things in good order, and spent
umstintingly for the Church from his private purse. He
built the Rectory, "the old dwelling house, barn and
stable or cow house now standing (Sec Terricr of June 8th,
1792) being in a ruinous condition™. By him also the
"Chancel was ceil'd and the walls plastered and two new
vews erected and new rigging put on in the year of our
Lord 1793", the Church, i.e. the Nave, being cell'd at
the same time at the expense of the parishioners. Alse
in 1805, all the outside walls and steeples were plaster-
ed and roughcested at his expense, while in 1810 at the
expense of the parish the west wall was taken dowvn and
re-built. Also in 1820, Nov. 8th, the window behind the
Chur oy porch on the South side was enlarged by consent of
o majority of the parlshioners, The safe bears date
1813. Most of these particulars come from notes in the
Registers, and it is a matber of regret that so few Rce~
tors have followed the excellent example.

:i Mr. Flower, Chaplain to the Corporation, preached
at Pavement Church, York, on February 1l6th, 1820, on the
death of George III, "For his ready compliance and




for the excellent sermon" he received a vote of thanks and
he freedom, without paying the usual fees.

PARISH CLERKS.

John Major (and sexton), died October 12th, 1794,

Joan Matthews, of Powhill, was read in on Sunday, the 16th
July as P.C. and Secton by Francis Metcalfe, Junlor.

Peter Richardson was clerk under threc Rectors. He re=-
signed July 1l4th, 1820, and died at Abbey, December lst, 1835,
aged 7.

Ben jamin Backhouse, died 1833, aged 47.

George Clark, the last Parish Clerk, dled 1895.

Joseph Wood became Sexton, 1894. I did not appoint a
Clerk.

There is an interesting plate fixed into a stone below
the east window. I renovedit from a perishing headstone
which was propped against the east wall, where the Halllfax
Taves are. It records the sad deaths in rapid succession
f gix children of the Rev. Lancelot Thompson, curate, aft-
rwards of Bowness, who died during a smallpox epidemic
n the swmer of 1746.

'{.3
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Another interesting stone reminds us of a Kirkbride sold-
ler who fought at Waterlco. It is on the south side.
Joseph Taylor Clark, was Lieutenant of the 28th Foot. The
Duke of Wellington's despatch, dated Orville, June 29th,
1815, published in the London Gazette of July 3rd, 1815,
calls him "John", but this is clearly a mistake. The
tombstone also errs, 1If the baptismal register is correcte.
On April 4th, 1784, I identifyy our officers as Joseph, son
‘of Daniel and Isaebel Clark. Mrs. Clark's maiden name was
Taylor. Je«Te Clark is said to have been a tallow chandler
in Zondon, who bought hls commission on the outbreak of
war. He was second cousin of old George Clark, the sexton,
whe died recently. Nor agaln dld he die on the field. He
tought "gloriously for his Xing and country”, but he died
at Brugsels. A splinter of a shell had uwncovered his bowels,
mortification set in, and "after two or three days of dreadful
ageny, porfectly consclious of his awful situation, and sub=
mitting himself with a soldierly resignation, with the same
calm temper which endeared him to his men while alive,"” he
passed away in the arms of his comrades, Lieutenants Gilbert
and Shelton. A village tradition had it that Clark was
killed by the last shot fired in the great fight, And he
was not alone at Waterloo.

Not far away, separated only by the 27th Regiment, fought
another of Kirkbrlde,young Henry Metcalfe, the rector'!s son,
ensign of the 32nd Reglment. One likes to think that they
werc knowvm to one another, and how the villagers would gather
together iIn after years to hear from Metcalfefs lips the story
of the war, how he met with his own wounds, and the bravery of
Clark.X  Gilbert end Shelton were also wounded at Waterloo,
but survived for many years. Shelton, when a halfepay
officer, worte a letter in 1839, published at page 349 of
Sibarnels Waterloo Letters: 'L ewtenants Clark and Gilbert
were serlously, the formed mortally, wounded after crossing the
hedgee" This would be & minute or two after Sir Thomas
Picton's fall, and not many yards from the spct where he fell,
clecse to the hedgee The 32nd and 28th were next to one
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vher at Quatre Bras and about one hundred yards apart at
»L20, being scparated by the 79th, so tho Kirkbride comw-
s_wore near topethers I wonder if they were friends.
11l speaks of Clark as an excellent officer and his case
s "truly distressing.”

Henry Metcalfe's commission dates 13th March, 1813y Ho
was promoted licutenant July 27th, 1815, placed on half-pay
2érd March, 1817, and died 1828, He also had been severely
wounded in the neck and arm, You find his name in the
Rogister, born February 1Oth, 1794, baptized February 1llth.

The blood=stained handkorchief of young Metcalfe, as well
a2 hls Waterloo medal and miniature, passed to Anne Metcalfe,
who owmged the 0ld England Hotel at Bowvmess, then a private
Aouse, ond dicd in 1852, leaving all her belongings to James
Fishor; boatmen, and Sarah Hartley, maid. Hence we lose sight
off the rolioes.

off and did not fight. He was buried here, March 16th, 1858,
aged 78+  He had a pension of & shilling per day and "saved

Joscph Gibson, another representative, was one day's march
bl
A

money. "

APPENDIX I
CHURCHWARDENS .

1717. Robt. Barncs and Step. Barnes.,

1718. Jo. Skelton, senr., and Jo. Brown.

1719: Jin. Fell, junr., and Richard Stoddard.
1720, Richd,. Parkin and Jo. Barnes, Scotbit,
1721, Jo. Atkinson and Jos. Harrison.

1722, Hump Lawrence and Jo. Stoddard, senr,
1723, Tho. Huetson and Jo. Barns, sonr.

1724s Thuo.Backhouse and Richd. Porkin,.

1725, Jo. Taylor and Jno. Parrat.

1726+ Antho. Drape and Tho, Papc.

1727, Jon. Skelton and Rob. Studholme.

1728, Robt, Sibson and Francis Hall,

1729, John Taylor and Pickering Barms.,

1730. Robt. Barns, senr., and George Stodart,
1731, Robort Sibson and John Huetson,

1732 John Stodart and John Stodart.

1753, Rich. Studholmc and Jose. Brown,

1734, Willlam Sandeson and John Stodard.

1735, John Barn and Robert Barn.

1792, John Taylor and Joseph Gibson,

1793, John Barnes and Daniel Clark,

1794, Pattinson Hayton and William Sibson,

17986. John Sibson and John Foll,

1796, Ann Jchn Barnes and Joseph Hodgsone

1797 4David Wills and Joscoph Hall,

1798, John Davison and John Barnes (of Powhill),
17994 John lotts and John Lightfoot (of Longlands Head).
1800+ Rchbert Ritson and Thomas Sanderson (of Longlands Head) .
1801, John Taylor and George Clark,

1802, Jonathan Sibson and John Clark, junr,
1803, John Cartner and David Wills,

1804, George Giles and John Sibson (of Powhill),
1805, Jogeph Oliphant and William Clark (of Powhill.)
1806. Jchin Atkinson and Joseph Gilbertson.,
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1807
1808
1809
1810
1811
1812
1813

18314
18156
18186

<TIR G
1818
1819

1820

- 18821
1822
18823
1824
18286
1574
e 04
1896
1896

John Barnes and Joseph Barnss

Jonn Brown (publican) and Joseph Milier

Joseph Ritson and John Sibson (¢f Powhill)

Joseph Hodgson and William Sibson

John Nowle and John Lightfoot (of Tongleonis e a)
William Beckton and John Armstrong

Wiliiam Beckton £nd John Armsirong

4. Joggph Barncs and John Brown (Blachqnith}

John Watson (of Wample Mill) and George Clork
Thomas Sanderson (of Longlende Head) nné John D
Junr of XKirkbride

James Lord and John Brown (of Powhill)

Robert Johnston and David Wills

John Potts (of Longlands Head) and John Millcr
(of Kirkbride)

Silas Lawson (of Wampool Mill) and Edmund Reed
(of XKirkbride)

William Clark (Powhill) and Thomas Henderson (Kirkbride)

Joseph Hodgson and Henry Skelton (Kirkbride)

David Wills and John Clark

Wm Sibson and John Lightfoot

Joiv. Millar and Thomas Sanderson

J7mue Hemilton and John Wills

E,#,Wills and Joseph Kirkhaugh

volin Brown and Willism Caprr

John Brown and John Mark

John Brown and Williem Hill

NOTE:

There were so many Barnes, that they were differentiated
especially the John's thus :- Jacky, John, Bacca, Jack cte

il it



HOWWATH BRIDGE
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The following is a copy of a document, loaned to us by
Mr Robert Todhunter, Bank House, Kirkbride.
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NEW BRIDAE ACR®S S R WAMPO®OL
AT

At a Public Meeting on Monday, the 2lst day of July, 1856
for the purpose of appointing a committee to solicit subscriptiony
in aid of the funds alrcady subscribed towards the making a
Bridge across the River Wampool; the Reverend the Rector of
Firkbride in the Chair. It was resolved that the following
sentlemen be appointed a committec.

. 81lus Saul, Esy., Carlisle Mr Glaister, Necwton Holme
Mr Aldcrman Irving, Carlisle Mr Glaister, Whitrigg
Roburt Lawson, Esyg. , Wigton Mr Atkinson, Longcroft
Joscph Carrick, Esgy. , Wigton Mr Sibson, Rogersceugh
John Barncs, Isye , Dockrigg House. Mr Topping, Anthorn.
Roburt Pattinson, [8ge , Whitrigg Hall Mr Story, Millrigg,.

John Clark, Esy. , Angerton Mr Holliday, Whitrigg
John Hallifax, Esy., , Anthorn John Lawson, Lsg, ; Bownecs
Bev, J. Hallifax, Kirkbride. Mr Lawson, North Plain.

Tt was resolved that Robert Pattinson Esq, of Whitrigg be
appointed treasurer and that the Rev. J. Hallifax be appointed
secretary.

Tt was resolved that this committee pledge itself to use its
best endeavours to secure subscriptions, in addition to those
already obtained for so great a public advantage.

SUBRSCRIPTIONS ALREADY RUCEIVED OF 10s AND UPWARDS,

Carlisle & Silloth Railway Company £130
The Right Hon. the Earl of Lonsdale Pd 25
8 & J Saul REsyrs Carlisle 29
R,Pattinson, Esy., Whitrigg Hall Pa 25
R. Backhouse; Esgd. , Anthorn Pa 0 &
J.Clarke, sy ; Angerton Pd 10
Mgsers J & W Glaister, Whitrigg Pd

J Hallifax Lsy, ; Anthorn Pd

Mr Story, WMillrigg Pa

J. Lawson Esg. , Bowness Pa

W. Hodgson usdg. ; Bowness

Rev J. Hallifax, Kirkbride rd

Mrs Scott, do Pd

W. Donald, Lsy. , Longnewton L

T, 7, Wilson, Esqg Thistlewood
Reve J. Clark, Uldalc

M., Hodgson Esgy. s Dykesficld
Mr Holliday, Whitrigg

Mr 3ibson, Rogersceugh

R. Lawson sy, » Wigton Pd
§.Hallifax. B84, ; Longthwaite House
The Hon Charles Howard, M.P. Pd

Mr R,H.Wills, Kirkbride

Mr Topping, Anthorn

J.Barnes; Esy. , Dockrigg House

Rev J. Robinson, Bowness

J. R.Donald, Bsg. , Carlisle

Mr Chambers, Pelutho Pd
Mr Borradaile, Glasson Pd
Mr Peal, Port Carlisle
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Mr Irving, Merchant, Carlisle i 0 J
vy Gato, Spirit Merchant, Wiiston : 5 U ¢
%, Graham, Es8d. Carlisle 7d : C ¢
Mr Joseph Osborne i . &)
Doc tor James, Burgh 1 0 J
M¢ Drape, Gruen Row ry 10 @]
uMrs Atkinson, Longeroft £a 10 O
vr Stricket, Workington & 18 U
ur S. Ripg, Wigton ra 17 gy
e Glnister, Red Flat rd 10 O
Josweph James, Drlston rd 10 #]
vr Steel, Southerficld : rd 10 G
M» John Cape, Carlisle 10 O
M Armstrong, do rd p 7o B
lir Guorge Mitchinson, Carlisle 10 0
Mr Douglas, North I'lain - B
John McKay, Whitrigg 10 O
Nancy Fattinson, Anthorn 10 C
Mr John Barncs, Guard House 10 U
Mr Carr, Whitrigg 10 9
Mrs Waite, Bowncss i0 g
My Roburt Robinson, Bowness 10 U
¥y R, Robinson Jun. Bowness 10 o
lir Stubbs, Raby Cote g C
Mr Liddle, Brackenriggs 30 U
¥r Skelton, Bluncogo il ‘
¥Mr T. Ssanderson P3¢ &
iir Shephurd; Butcher, Wigton 30 9]
¥r Dolliday, Kirkbride 2a 16 G
My W. Huddart, Lonrmewton £d 10 (
Mr Zorrioc, de vd e 0
My Telford, do 24 i O
Vi Blaylock do 38 U
#r ., Twentyman, Wigton i &
Mr Fariam, Border d 10 §
Mr Moffatt, Rockliff ik ¢
Mr Manducll, Lesson Hall P3¢ C
Mr Dugdnlc, Wigton 13 G
Mr v, Mitchinson, Greenspot ra 10 U
vir Brown, Blacksmith, Kirkbride ra 10 U

A% o mecting of the members of the Committee for puilding the
Bpidre ncross the River Wempool held At Kirkbride, on Wednesdny
tne &th of October, 1856

ime Ruve Joseph Hallifex in the Chair

Mr Boyd rcported that the principnl part of the framc

work of the Bridge had been completed and the weiring about one-
hnlf the cmbankment hed been commenced; Mr Boyd recommendoed THET
in order to make the works secure, it is nccessary that shocT
piling should be driven at each vnd of tho Bridse, to an extent
% 1ot less than 50 feet, the ¢stimated cost of which will bu
. noout £100.

Rusolved that Mr Boyd bu jnstructud to procuud with the
sheut plling agreenble to his recommendntione.

Resolved that circulars be suent to the subseriboers e
paymont ol their respective sums; on or before the last day oL
November to nany of the following partics; Mr Carrick, Solieizod
Wi ton, Mr Lawson, Solicitor Wizton, Mr Skelton, Innkeepel,;
Abbey, lirs Scott, Kirkbride, Mr Pattinson, Whiirils Hall,
¥re Stalkuer, Bowncss and Mr John Irving, Carlisio.

Leeolved that payments to the Contractor on ascount of
wovles be pnld only by the treasurcr, on thu cartificate ox
Mr Boyd, Dngincer.



The Tollowing additional subseriptions were announced

Carlisle & Silloth Railway Company 2nd Sud £820 O ©
Mr Pattinson do 20 ] O
Messrs S & J Saul do 10 0 ]
Rev J, Hallifax do 5 0 0
Mr J. Hallifax do 5 0 ]
Mr Clark do 5 0 0
Mr Glaister do 1 0 0

Present at the meeting, Messrs R. Pattinson; J. Clark;
J.Hallifax; Mr Glaister, J. Irving; Rev, J. Hallifax,

Resolved that the Chairman, Mr Clark and Mr Pattinson
be appointed a sub-committee to advise and direct Mr Boyd when
revicwing from time to time, the works as they proceed.

Joseph Hallifax,

Chairman
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Note := March, 1950

This is the only document which has come to hand
regarding the erection of Hawwath Bridgc. Acsum v
that these are the total subseriptions the amoun:
is £462 8s 44

T. Lazonby.
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KIRKBRIDE METHODISM  No 1

Hovember, 1896

My earliest recollections of Methodist mectings go back
about 64 years. I was then taken by the hand to the house of
Jogeph Gill, Angerton, which adjoins Kirkbride. I think very
little result followed the labours of God's servants at that
time and these mectings came to an end through a change of
tenantry. Next came¢ some Congrepationalists from Wigton who got
the use of the old parish school whoerein they started a Sunday
Scheol. This was very well attended for a vhile, but when these
secrvants of CGod began to preach the gospel in the open air they
were deprived of the use of the school. Then some of the villagors
carricd on the school for a while but the work being not of God
it soon dicd. I remember we were strictly warned not to go ncar
these preachers ss loaves and fishes were their object in coming;
however, that was not my opinion of them. This would be about
1838,

Next we were visited by the Primitives about the year
1841 who got the usc of a cottage in the cuntre of the village
owned by a widow namcd Sarah Barncs. This good o0ld lady went to
church c¢very Sunday morning, the scrviee in her cottage bein
held in the afternoon. I remumber those preachers vory well a
Mr Yatus buing onc of thum) as thuy somctimes stayed at our housc
when thet held a week evening scrvice. These mectings continued
for pcrhaps 2 ycare butno Socicty could be formed; peoplc that

were under good impressions were not willing to unite so the
placce vioe given up. About this time also we had occagional visits
by a Mr Davidson Black, a congregationalist from the Abbey who
wzg an cxeegllent preacher. He was rcmoved to another dastrict

Jow I come to the time when Mcthodism got sstablished herc -

thic would be about 1863 or 4 or perhaps a ycar bufore that.

The late Mrs Edward Jamcs becing half sister to my
grandmother scems to have had it 1aid upon her heart to send out
here preachers from Carlisle, so Mr Jemcs Nicholson, senior and
Mr Thomag Brisco camc and prcachcd outside upon the old saw pit.
The word immoedicatcly took effect upon me and I was convinced
that T wae altogcther wrong, and I just say here that I never
rested till I found peacc in believing., Just about this time
Mr Topping (2 I.P.) settled at Bowness, and soon after, Mr John
Wilsgon came to Bowncss. Both these men came and took Servicos
when not othurwise cvngaged, and therc were several who got swakon-
«d cbout this time. As yet we were not on any plan and we did not
inow whoether the Carlisle preachers could come rugularly or not.
Now the Primitives were very lively at Wigton and they also held
meutings at OQulton. They were also induced to come to Kirkbride
and finding @ pcople ready preparcd of the Lord they got a few
people formed into a class very quickly, got a room to preach in
and soon had it upon their plan. Nowthis rathour took the wind out
of my sails; being ignorant of Mcthodist usage and rmlcs I thought
it was rather sharp practice. However from pnst expericnce I
thought the Weslcyans more steady and likcly to remain and the
natter being brought before the Ir mecting at Carlisle we were
asked 1f we could get four persons to join; if so it would be put
upon tho Carlislc circuit Weslecyan plan.

We succeceded in that, sc the services werc carricd
on and Sunday School commenced, both being held in the joincr's
shop or in a2 room 2t the ¢nd of our housc, hopinz soon to sceure
2 5ite for a chepel which from the first wie intunded to build.
This was not so cesy as we anticipated. Eventually the prescnt
sitc was sceured and then commenced the difficult task of solicit-
ing subscriptions. As Heskct Chapcl was built zbout the same time
1869, pirhaps it was thought that Hesket stood in preater necd.
Often T crme to Carlisle without much cncouragement yet I always
had the opinion that the cfuse was a just onc and I had such =
longing desire to recach the children the way of salvation. So
by porscverance the Chapel was put up at o cost of £156 4 64
including cost of site: £15., the greatest part of this being
collected by myselfs



Both public Services and Sunday School were then
"rawsferred to the Chapel, but we soon found that by having
the 3. 8zhool in the Chapel it made thce Chapel very dirty
co hoving land a new S.8chool was proposed. This was crectod
during the year 1887, the Quecn's Jubilee - William Mitchin-
son, Hridge Hill and Thomas Teasdale of Wampool being treasur-

rez. The School will hold 90 and the chapel about the sams
* but on special occasions such as S, S8chool anniversaric
oo 860 will be preacnt. Total cost of school and chape!

N3O0 o a 1ittle loss.
Respecting the great object for which these bullldings

racted wg perhaps cannot boast of much success. ¥
S v School was well attended from the very commencenwsnt
12 there had been none in the village for many years, but
whe r2 1ook at results so far as we short sighted morials
cnn sce, We have to say as Christ said to the lupers, where

the nine? Yet we can thank the Lord for one here and there
nre followers of the meek and lowly Jesus.
Then with regard to the prosperity of the churclh

we nad a very stoady increase for several years until we were
owards of 36 in number. No doubt this did not suit the encmy

he began to stir up strife; some of us had too much auth-
ity and one sais it was right for me to be on the preacher's
ian 2nd also superintendent of the Sunday School. The fact
wag I was never put on as superintendent of the schoeol, but
because I had the chief hand in starting it I was looked to
28 the leader. Another said the books given in prizes to the
children for attendance were not all alike., I found it was
impossible to get books all alike either in appearance or
quality when we were giving each child a sixpenny book for
35 attcendances or a fourpenny book for 24 attendances. There
were many other things all combining to bring about a scpar-
ntion, but the final circumstance being that I would not
allow teachers to be put on who said they made no profccsion
ol religion. So there was a scceession, and opinion is divided
and will be so, as to who was mostly to dblame in this affair.
This much we know: the Devil was at the bottom of it. Now
from this declension we have never recovered our former
$osition but there is more peace in the camp, blessed be thc
LOord.
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When I first found the Saviour, being filled with
nothing but pue love to God and man I had not the slightost
1dea that I ever had to witness such scenes in a place of
vorehip as I have, and rather than pass through such another
vaberignce of harassing days and sleepless nights I would
2it company with any who were striving for the mastery.
here are other reasons for the decline, some of whigh I
riii name. One reason is, some people get weary in welli cdoing
liis continunl giving to support people whom they so seldom
¢e, 80 they drop off. Others run well for a scason, bui =
nce of a dance they cannot resist and so they cease to
mect. I need not go on for the same thing happens in town as
well as country.

It is no use¢ for ministers to say members support tle
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cireuit and not them, for members know very well that Class
F§d Ticker meney and quarterly collection go to support the
ministry and some when they find that the money is spent in

© indulgence decline to give any more. In my opinion this
right but it is not right for any circuit to suffer for

. minister's inconsistencies. I never for a moment suspected
that a minister, espueially a young one, could be guilty

of the foul habit ¢f smoking.



This hes gently reduced my afmiration of such men and® thoere -
fore I will not urge upon any person the duty of supporiing
them. I know the labourcy js worthy of his hirc but he is to
be a labourcr, not a wastpcl whe spunds his mongy on tcbacceos
. cigars and much of hig time in the cricket ficlcd or the
ninyground or other worldly amuscments. Such conduct will
never recommend itsclf to the ungodly; they come to this
conclusion - that if rcligion makes so little difference in
a man they can do without it, and they do so, but at whose
hand will their blocd be reguired? How is it that Christiians
and e¢specially ministers will not live in such 2 manncr that
their conduct should commend itsclf to every man's conscicnec
in the sight of God, I do not know.

XTRXBRIDE METHODISM ©No 2

In writing again on this subject I may briefly
state the conditions of our village and neighbourhood during
the first 30 years or so of my life. Idleness of cvery descerip=-
tion was practiecd. The rural police had not yet put in an
nppearance, therefore it was no uncommon thing to be awakencd

ut cf glcep by a eart brckhand being pushed sce-saw fashion
through your d>or hendle producing 2 noise like thunfer;
somutimes not contunt with this the operation was finished
up with a fuw vigorous punches, for once our own door panels
were kicked out; or a market of garden produce would be sct
cut upon the Cress consisting of fruit and vegetablus taken
from the neighbouring gardens.

Then there was the more vicious pastime of cock-
fizhting for three dnys together. Pair after Pair of clipped
cucks with stecl spurs werc sct down to kill cach cthoer
surrounced by swearing and betting and bawling men and some-
times women. These mains were a company affair and had beun
in preparation for wecks befosre. There was also the private
cock fight where all was got over in the afternoon - happily
these things are of the past.

Next of importance in the Devil's prosramme was
cur annmual races; here we had the wheel of fortune and Jickv
bars ¢te. for boys and girls, hound trails, horse racing and
wrestling for those more advanced, and as a plentiful supoly
of Arinkwas provided pcople began to get boozy and then they
mistook friends for enemies and got tc pummelling cach other
in a most unmerciful manner. Now when the Mcthodists crme to
preach the glorious gospel it had such an effeet that Kirkbrice
recue cdisappearcd for a while and what was called a picnic
was put as a substitute; gradually es the promoters of these
things got hardened the o0ld name was replced and Kirkbride
races are arain an annual occurrence, supposed to be conduct-
vl with more respectability; however that may be there arc
more¢ drunken people about our village that day than any other
day in the year.

We had also our dancing schcols to which we boys
and girls of those days were sent perhaps for twelve weecks at
1 time during the evening, so some of us got to be fairly
nccomplished in the art. Oh, I often think of the irnorance
of thosu days, gone I hope never to return, When I got enlight-
¢d in the knowledgu of Christ, how vain appeared all I have
named, yen, luess than nothing and vanity. «n attempt was
made socon after I ot saved to start a dancing school but as
we were now teaching the young the way of life I went to the
parcents to bepg of them to keep the children from poing, with
the result that the master had to leave.I believe dancing
would have pone with him if it had not been gncouragcd by
members of the Church of Encland, or if any others patronisc
dances it is thosc who have fallen from rrace,
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Tre Chmrch of England enjoins upon its adherents the ronun-
ciation of the pomps and venities of this wicked world and
all thc sinful lusts of the flesh both at baptism ard conii
ation; how pcople who have rone through both Bhese rites
making such vows can uphold and encourage dancing ic a mystery.
The only conclusion I can come to is that they have a name
to live whilec they arc dead

seccsoccrsaceravsscssss THhe people huere have tho
priviiege of six public Services every Sunday, but confining
my remarks to Wesleyan Methodism, we commence Sunday*Bchool
at 9 a.m. closing 10,15 then opening arain at 1 Pem, and ¢
closing at 1.45; at 2 p.m public Servicc commences then
agein at 6 in the evening. On Wednesday evenings is held a
ciass ot fellowship mecting and on Friday evenings a public
prayer mecting. Every alternate Thursday evening 2 united
Band of Hope Temperance mecting is held, a varied programme
being gone through each evening. Cc we are a highlv favoursd
veople and can take up the languagc of the poet when hs enys;

On 2ll the kings of earth

In pity we look down,

And claim in virtue of our birth
A never fadings crown
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Situated in West Lonning., Bulmer's Dircetory, for Cumb.
for 1900 statcs
"We have in the Parisf the anomaly of the
uaker Mecting House without a congrecation ... Thers is ut
rresent one member of that persuasion in the parish end the
iittle chayel is still visited by distant Priends, wiic hold
mectings in it once every two or three years, "’
There are now Fricnds resident in the village and
the chapel is no longer used for religious services, bLut was
sold to Mr James Moore, Beech Terrasce, Five graves are stilld

visible,
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7 ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

There are now several Catholics resident in the
village and althourh they have not as yet been able ic build
a Church., Services are held regularly each Sunday at Monk's
Bank, conducted by a Father from the Church at Wigton,
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