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Reliable Resources Documenting Systemic Racism in US Society Past & Present 
 
History of Systemic Racism in US Law, Society, Politics, Economics & Culture:  Key Readings 

• Ibram X. Kendi, Stamped from the Beginning:  The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America (NY: Bold 
Type Books, 2016).  Winner of the National Book Award. 

• Ibram X. Kendi, How To Be an Antiracist (NY: One World, 2019). 

• Isabel Wilkerson, The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration (2010). 

• Isabel Wilkerson, Caste:  The Origins of Our Discontents (2020). 

• W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (1903). https://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm  

• Edmund S. Morgan, American Slavery, American Freedom (1975). 

• Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution (1988). 

• JStor Daily, “Institutional Racism:  A Syllabus,” https://daily.jstor.org/institutionalized-racism-a-syllabus/  
 

Systemic Racism in Contemporary Society:   Some Readings & the Tip of the Iceberg 

• Dana Gerdeman, “Minorities Who ‘Whiten’ Job Resumes Get More Interviews,” May 17, 2017, Harvard 
Business School “Working Knowledge: Business Research for Business Leaders”.  Summarizes a 2016 study 
by Profs. Katherine Decelles and James M. Collins at Harvard Business School demonstrating that racial 
discrimination remains widespread in the workplace.  LINK:  https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/minorities-who-
whiten-job-resumes-get-more-interviews.   

• Tami Luhby, “US Black-White Inequality in Six Stark Charts,” CNN, June 3, 2020.  Charts show racial 
disparities in (1) wealth, (2) income, (3) unemployment, (4) poverty, (5) health care, and (6) Coronavirus 
deaths.  Sources include US Census Bureau, the US Dept of Labor, the Federal Reserve, and the CDC.  LINK:  
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/03/politics/black-white-us-financial-inequality/index.html  

• Angela Hanks, Danyelle Solomon, and Christian E. Weller, “Systematic Inequality:  How America's Structural 
Racism Helped Create the Black-White Wealth Gap,” February 21, 2018.  Provides detailed empirical 
evidence from a wide range of sources on historical and contemporary racial disparities in wealth among 
Black and White Americans.  LINK:  
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/reports/2018/02/21/447051/systematic-inequality/  

• Sarah Treuhaft, Abbie Langston, Justin Scoggins, Joanna Lee, and Manuel Pastor, “The Racial Equity Index: A 
New Data Tool to Drive Local Efforts to Dismantle Structural Racism.”  July 23, 2020.  Index reveals 
significant racial inequities even in the most prosperous cities and metros; provides data to help leaders 
develop targeted strategies for inclusive prosperity.  LINK:  https://nationalequityatlas.org/research/index-
findings  

• Website of the Center for the Study of Racism, Social Justice & Health, a multidisciplinary, collaborative 
research center housed in the Department of Community Health Sciences in the Fielding School of Public 
Health at the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA).  “Research” section houses links to a wide 
range of specific studies demonstrating systemic racism in US society, especially with respect to health 
issues.  LINK:  https://www.racialhealthequity.org/data   

• Rashawn Ray, “Is the United States a Racist Country?” May 4, 2021, The Brookings Institution.  LINK:  
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2021/05/04/is-the-united-states-a-racist-country/  

• Meilan Solly, "158 Resources to Understand Racism in America," Smithsonian Magazine, June 4, 2020. 
Articles, videos, podcasts & websites from the Smithsonian chronicle the history of anti-black violence & 
inequality in the United States.  https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/158-resources-understanding-
systemic-racism-america-180975029/  

• Shayanne Gal, Andy Kiersz, Michelle Mark, Ruobing Su, and Marguerite Ward, “26 simple charts to show 
friends and family who aren't convinced racism is still a problem in America,” Business Insider, July 8, 2020.  
LINK:  https://www.businessinsider.com/us-systemic-racism-in-charts-graphs-data-2020-6  
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