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Ballot Styles/Types

ExpressVote Ballot

Standard Ballot



Ballot Styles/Types

Standard Ballot

Notes:
1) When this ballot style is inserted into the tabulator, it is reading the 

ovals.  These are based on their position (coordinates). 
2) Partisan and non-partisan  ballots are unique ballots and are 

different styles from each other.   This typically creates 3 ballot 
styles, Democrat, Republican, and Non-Partisan ballots all  having 
different positioning (coordinates) of the candidates. 

3) Each precinct is a separate ballot style, be aware, if there is a split 
precinct, due to a legislative or school district split, that creates 
additional ballot styles for that precinct.

4) Each contest option, must be robustly tested to ensure proper 
translation from the coordinate position of the oval to contest.

5) If using a both preprinted and ballot on demand printer, you must 
test those as separate styles, since printing output may vary.



Ballot Styles/Types

ExpressVote Ballot

Notes:
1) When this ballot style is inserted 

into the tabulator, it is reading the 
bar codes, not the text.

2) Partisan ballots have no effect in 
creating a different ballot style, 
since it is not reliant on 
coordinates, it is reliant only on 
the bar code.

3) Each precinct is a separate ballot 
style, since the precinct is listed 
at the top main bar code.

4) Each contest option, must be 
robustly tested to ensure proper 
translation from bar code to 
contest.



WI Statutes 5.84 

Testing of equipment; requirements for programs and ballots. (1) Where any municipality employs an 
electronic voting system which utilizes automatic tabulating equipment, either at the polling place or at a 
central counting location, the municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior to the election 
day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment tested to ascertain that it will correctly 
count the votes cast for all offices and on all measures. Public notice of the time and place of the test 
shall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 
985 in one or more newspapers published within the municipality if a newspaper is published therein, 
otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation therein. The test shall be open to the public. The test shall 
be conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballots so marked as to record a predetermined 
number of valid votes for each candidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for each office 
one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number allowed by law and, for a partisan primary 
election, one or more ballots which have votes cast for candidates of more than one recognized political 
party, in order to test the ability of the automatic tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error is 
detected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correct the error. The clerk shall make an 
errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the clerk for use in the 
election.



WI Statutes 5.84 

1) Testing of equipment; requirements for programs and ballots. (1) Where any municipality employs an 
The municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior to the election day on which the 
equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast 
for all offices and on all measures.

2) Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours prior to the test by 
publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 985 in one or more newspapers published within the municipality if 
a newspaper is published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation therein.

3) The test shall be open to the public.
4) The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballots so marked as to record a 

predetermined number of valid votes for each candidate and on each referendum.
5) The test shall include for each office one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the number allowed 

by law and, for a partisan primary election, one or more ballots which have votes cast for candidates of 
more than one recognized political party, in order to test the ability of the automatic tabulating equipment to 
reject such votes.

6) If any error is detected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correct the error.
7) The clerk shall make an errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the clerk 

for use in the election.



WI – 2024 Primary Failed

Write-in not tested - violation of law



WI – 2024 Primary Failed

Overvote not tested - violation of law



WI – 2024 Primary Failed
Didn’t determine if votes are flipped
Should have different votes for each candidate



EAC.gov – VVSG 1.0 2005 Standards

It is well known that deficiencies in election management 
and administration procedures can have just as much 
impact on the enfranchisement of voters and the outcome 
of elections as the functioning of the voting machines. The 
overall integrity of the election process depends on both of 
these elements working together.

• Pages 3-4 of the VVSG 1.0 -
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/eac_assets/1/28/VVSG.1.0_Volume_1.PDF

https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/eac_assets/1/28/VVSG.1.0_Volume_1.PDF
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