
 

Salem United Church of Christ 

Worship Order 

July 12, 2020   •  The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE Music by George Gershwin Chappell Kingsland, Keyboard 
 

WELCOME Rev. Russ Kirby 

 Craig Wilderman 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL Wilderman Family 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Kirby 

One: I… am Church; You… are Church; 

Many: Side by side, WE are Christ’s Church! 

One: All over this earth, all of Jesus’s followers:  

Many: Hallelujah! We are the Church together! 

One: We come together as Christ’s Body, 

Many: And we celebrate Christ’s holy name! 

One: As the Body of Christ is to us, 

All: May we be the Body of Christ to the world. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMNO God, Our Help in Ages Past NCH 25  
 

O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home: 

 

Under the shadow of your throne 

your saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is your arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

 

Before the hills in order stood 

or earth received its frame, 

From everlasting you are God, 

to endless years the same. 

 



A thousand ages in your sight 

are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 
 

UNISON PRAYER Rev. Kirby 
 

Powerful God of all: In times when the world seems upside 

down, your love never fails. When hate and anger seem to 

overpower love and peace, your love never fails. When we 

and those around us fall short of your glory, your love 

never fails. We are your people; we believe love wins, for 

your love never fails.  Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PREPARATION     Ancient Words  

Ancient words ever true 

Changing me, and changing you 

We have come with open hearts 

Oh let the ancient words impart. (Repeat) 
© 2001 Integrity's Hosanna! Music, Used by permission. CCLI License #2963527 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 16:24-26 Rev. Kirby 
  

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For 

what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit 

their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? NRSV 
 

THE MESSAGE “Church Stuff: Your Questions” Rev. Kirby 

  

MUSICAL OFFERING Bess, You Is My Woman Now Gershwin 

  Chappell Kingsland, Keyboard 
 

DOXOLOGY NCH #780 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God all creatures here below, 

Praise God for all that Love has done, 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND SILENT PRAYER 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Kirby 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Hear Our Prayer, O God NCH #769 

Hear our prayer, O God, hear our prayer, O God; 

incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CLOSING HYMN Abide with Me NCH 99  
 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide 

The shadows deepen, Lord, with me abide; 

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Christ who changes not, abide with me. 
 

I need your presence every passing hour; 

I need your grace to foil the tempter’s power. 

Give me your love my guide and stay to be. 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 

I fear no foe, with you at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness; 

Where is death’s sting? where, grave, your victory? 

I triumph still if you abide with me. 

Hold now your cross before my closing eyes; 
 (CONTINUED) 



Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies; 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Christ, abide with me.   

 

BENEDICTION Rev. Kirby 

Leader: May the Peace of God go with you. 

People: And also with you. Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH Blessed Be the Tie That Binds NCH 393  
 

Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

Yes, we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again!  

 

 

Postlude Gershwin Reprise Chappell Kingsland, Keyboard 

 
 


