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Salem United Church of Christ, 5300 E. Florida Avenue, Denver, CO 80222 
 

                                 November 2021 

Arise, Shine and Give Thanks! 
 

I take walks in the morning to get my blood pumping and my day 

started. The other day was particularly magnificent. Stepping out our 

front door, I beheld a sunrise so stunning that I just had to whip out my 

phone to take this pic. Then I headed off on an inspirational morning 

journey. 
 

I walk to a park near our house, then around the large pond there. With 

the sky still aflame, reflecting off the still waters, I could see the 

silhouettes of a hundred Canada Geese afloat. As I continued around 

the pond, the geese began to honk one at a time, then more and more 

until their cacophony filled the air. 
 

I’ve seen this many times: one begins to flap forward, then another, 

and soon the rest follow suit until a flock of them is flying low over 

the water, gradually rising upward into the dawn, honking proudly 

along the way. They slip into a familiar “V” formation and bank majestically overhead. 
 

It’s breathtaking every time. And each time I wonder: is their view as incredible up there as mine 

is down there? Where are they headed? How many will make it? Which ones won’t?  I say a prayer 

of thanksgiving for this spectacle of nature, offering a blessing over them as they fade into the 

horizon. 
 

I began to reflect on the journeys of our lives in light of the journeys of these migrating birds. 

We’re each on our own amazing journey, with God as the wind under our wings. We ascend into 

the morning sunrise, flying to the sunset. Some of us will go farther than others. Some of us will 

break a wing, some will get lost. Some will give out, give up, or give in at the hardest times. We 

all try our best; but life is life, and life is hard, and we all tackle life differently. 
 

In Matthew 24, Jesus talks about hard times and end times. He talks about how believers will be 

challenged by the world along their journey. Like geese heading into the rising sun, not all will 

make it to the setting sun. “But the one who endures to the end will be saved,” he says in verse 13. 

He follows up with this hopeful word in 14: “And this good news of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come.” 

So even in the tough times that we face along our journey, in the lives we live and the words we 

speak, Christ’s Good News is still proclaimed… 

…Like the beauty of the sunrise waterfowl that lifted my spirits into prayer. Like the inspiring 

people I meet daily who—even in their toughest times radiate the love of God. Like the often-

difficult, stressful, challenging lives we all are called to live, sunrise to sunset.         

Gratefully Soaring,

 Pastor Russ
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Moderator Moments 

October was an exciting month at Salem – with 

Rally Day, the continuing re-opening of our 

church, and our first Community Meal in over 

a year and a half!  It feels like we’re moving in 

good directions! 

October brings the formation of our 

Nominating Committee – a small group of 

church members who first identify vacancies 

on Council, and then identify individuals from 

the congregation whose skills and passions 

might be a great fit for our Council.  As of this 

writing, the Nominating Committee is seeking 

one more member of our congregation to join 

them in this process.  Polly Fumagalli, 

Reverend Russ, and I are recruiting one more 

volunteer for this committee – let one of us 

know if you are interested! 

We anticipate several vacancies on Council at 

the end of this year; some through our term 

limits, some through people just wanting to 

step back for a while from the leadership role.  

I’d invite you to seriously consider lending 

your talents to this group of committed 

individuals – we meet once monthly, and there 

are sometimes additional committee meetings.  

Our congregation is filled with individuals 

who are truly devoted to Salem and its future; 

serving on Council is a rewarding way to give 

the gift of your time and talent – while you 

participate on this vital Church leadership 

team. 

Please reach out to one of us if you have a 

particular interest in Council; and please 

seriously consider the invitation to join 

Council if you are asked! 

As always, I am grateful for you and for all the 

leadership from members of our church! 

       Michael Stice,  

Moderator 

Christian Education  

We would like to thank everyone for the 

success of the Special Offering for Christian 

Education ministries that was dedicated on 

Rally Day, October 3. We raised over $690 to 

be used through the end of the year to fund 

Sunday School, Youth Fellowship, and Adult 

Education activities. 

The November Sunday School Family 

Resource Packet is available in the Narthex at 

Salem. It contains Christian education 

resources that can be used throughout the 

month by families. Everyone is invited to pick 

one up to use, or to share. 

In-person Sunday School classes have begun at 

Salem. Every Sunday there will be an adult 

present to lead a class for any youth attending 

worship. Currently we are working on a 

Thanksgiving skit to be presented in worship 

on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 21. We 

are sending weekly e-mails to Sunday School 

families to keep everyone updated on Sunday 

School plans. If you would like to receive this 

weekly e-mail, please contact Chuck Wright. 

“Practical Contemplation,” will be the topic of 

our first Adult Education Zoom workshop on 

Thursday, November 11, 7 p.m., led by Chuck 

Wright. This will be a one-time get-together 

that will explore the Christian tradition of 

contemplation and practical applications of 

daily contemplation to everyday living. 

Information for this Zoom meeting will be e-

mailed to everyone a week before the meeting. 

                                                       Thank you! 

Beth Hansen, Chuck Wright, Polly Fumagalli                                 

                                                 C.E Ministry 
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Wild Beautiful Concert 

 
Our next Wild Beautiful Concert at Salem will 

be Nov. 14th at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary and 

online.  Please join us for Songs and Spirituals: 

Faith, Hope, Love, featuring tenor Travis 

Kornegay. 

                                       In Peace, ~ Chappell 

 

                                               Music Ministry 

Personnel Ministry 
 

We are excited to share that on October 1, we 

hired Anita “Ani” Martinez as our new Finance 

Assistant.  Ani started on Saturday, October 

23, and will be working mostly evenings and 

weekends.   

Ani brings great bookkeeping skills to Salem, 

and we feel she’ll be a terrific addition to our 

staff.  If you’re in the church & she’s there, 

please take a moment to stop by and say “Hi!” 

As always, I am in awe of our great staff – Lisa, 

Chappell, Ani & Pastor Russ.  Please take a 

moment in November to let them know you’re 

thankful they’re part of Salem! 

Please feel free to reach out to either Polly or 

Kathleen with questions. 

                                                       Thank you, 

                                           Personnel Ministry 

 

 

Worship Ministry 
 

Wow can you believe that advent will be 

starting at the end of November? Come one 

come all; Activities to put on your calendar 

are: 

November 21: Thanksgiving dinner at church, 

11:00 am.  

November 27: Hanging of the Greens 1:00-

3:00 with activity for making advent candles 

centerpieces to take home for your personal 

use. 

November 28: first Sunday in advent. 

We will be looking for families to light the 

candle for each of the advent Sundays and 

Christmas Eve service! Please consider being 

part of our Christmas festivities! 

We are looking forward to worshipping with 

you all either via zoom or in person! 

                                                      Blessings, 

                                             Worship Ministry 

Financial Update  

Greetings Salem Family, I hope this November 

Newsletter finds you all well and enjoying the 

lengthy span of beautiful weather we are 

having! I wanted to fill you in on the many 

happenings regarding Salem’s Finance 

Ministry. 

I would like to introduce the new 

Finance/Budget Committee for 2022. Please 

welcome West Smith and Lori Carroll, as well 

as returning Nate Reiser and myself. We are 

already hard at work to develop a proposed 

budget for 2022 to be presented at the annual 

meeting at the beginning of 2022. We are 

encouraged with the possibility of returning to 

many of our fund-raising activities to help 

support our new programs in the areas of 

Christian Ed. and Communications, as well as 

continuing support for the Worship Ministry’s 
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efforts to provide Zoom access for Sunday 

Worship and many other meetings as we move 

forward from the pandemic. We have held a 

couple of meetings including Council Ministry 

Heads input, discussion, and requests. 

Along that same line, I would like to 

announce that Chuck Wright has 

volunteered to head the Stewardship 

committee this year as I am not able to take 

that on. Stay tuned for a new, different, 

exciting, and challenging Stewardship 

Campaign which will run from the middle of 

November through the middle of December.  

In addition to the budget work, the finance 

committee will also be investigating the 

possibility of getting a credit card for Salem, 

finalizing the Designated gift policy, 

establishing a complete contract with Chappell 

Kingsland and his company, Wild Beautiful 

Music, so we may start up concerts once again. 

And finally cleaning up all of Salem’s online 

accounts. A full agenda as we move 

forward. In the absence of an official 

bookkeeper/QuickBooks operator, I have been 

learning the ins and outs, ups and downs of 

Quickbooks with the help of Mr. Lee Gearhart, 

a certified Intuit (parent company of 

Quickbooks) instructor whom we are paying 

for his invaluable services. In addition, I have 

requested and await the decision from Council, 

to be paid for my hours (115 over 4 months) 

used to complete those bookkeeping functions, 

which were well above my “normal” volunteer 

position as Treasurer.  

Kathleen and the Personnel Ministry have been 

hard at work recruiting and hiring a new 

Financial Assistant. I am grateful for the 

opportunity to be involved in this process. I am 

pleased and sooo very excited to introduce our 

new Financial Assistant, including 

QuickBooks operator, Mrs. Anita Martinez, 

who goes by Ani. She, Kathleen and I meet on 

Saturday, Oct. 23 to complete paperwork, give 

her a church tour and start working in our QB 

program and filing system. She indicated it has 

been a while since she has used QBs but she 

jumped in and is already functioning 

beautifully. She will be an hourly employee, 

working between 10 and 20 hours a month, 

probably on weekends or evenings as she also 

holds down a full-time accounting job, is wife 

and Mom to 3 middle/high school age kiddos 

who are very involved in Baseball and 

Marching Band. She and her family reside in 

the Green Mountain area. If you happen to be 

around when she is working, please stop by, 

introduce yourself and welcome her to Salem!  

Finally, I will be mailing the second and third 

quarter giving statements within the next 

week so look for them in your mailbox! 

        Thank you,  

                                                   Chris Johnson 

Mission Moments   

The focus of November Mission is Salem 

Stewardship.  How can I support Salem 

financially and physically? 

During the month, we will collect new warm 

winter socks, all sizes.  These will be given to 

an organization that works with the homeless. 

Socks are the number 1 requested item by the 

Homeless. 

There will be a collection box placed in the 

Narthex during the month.  Last day to donate 

will be Nov.28th   

                                            Thank you,  

       June Seppa 

Come Home for the Holidays! 

 
It's been a long, 20-month pandemic, and we 

are spread far and wide.  What better time to 

come home to Salem than the holidays? For 

those of us already “home” at Salem, this is a 

great time to invite your friends and neighbors 

without a church home. Let us all come home 

for the holidays! 
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Stewardship Drive–2022 and Beyond! 

This year’s Stewardship Drive to fund Salem’s 

2022 Budget will kick-off on Thanksgiving 

Sunday, November 21, and conclude on 

Sunday, December 12. In mid-November there 

will be an all-church mailing that will contain 

the Proposed 2022 Budget and a financial 

pledge card for 2022. Throughout the drive our 

congregation will be invited to share, discuss, 

and plan our church’s future for, 2022 And 

Beyond! We hope all of us will actively 

participate in our discussion and prayerfully 

consider our financial commitment for Salem’s 

future. 

 

Thanksgiving Sunday, November 21 

Salem’s tradition of Thanksgiving Sunday 

returns on November 21!  Our day will begin 

with a worship service that will include a skit 

presented by our Sunday School youth, the 

Handbell Choir, the start of our annual 

Stewardship Drive, and a joyful spirit of 

thankfulness for all the blessings we have 

received over this past difficult year. 

Worship will be followed at 11 am., by a 

fellowship meal of turkey with all the fixin’s.  

We will follow our Covid-19 protocols by 

distancing tables, seating family groups 

together, having individual tables come 

forward to be served one table at a time, and 

asking everyone to mask when they are away 

from their table.  Reservations for the meal 

may be made on the sign-up sheet in the 

Community Room, or by calling Pam 

Neumann.  Volunteers willing to help provide 

food or to help serve are asked to call Pam. 

 

 

November Calendar 

 

Council Meeting Tuesday, Nov. 2nd, 7 pm on 

Zoom 

Memorial Service will be held for Boyd 

Barker on Saturday, Nov. 13h, at 11:00 am, at 

First Plymouth Congregational Church (3501 

S Colorado Blvd, Englewood CO 80113).  The 

service will also be live streamed, and that 

information is pending.       
 

Worship Sundays, 9:30 am. We are now 

worshipping in person! Please pay attention to 

the COVID guidelines. We will also continue 

with online and by-phone options for services. 

Join us in person or online! 

Bible Study Tuesdays, 10 am by Zoom (online 

or by phone) 

Lifeline Screening Friday Nov. 12h 8-6 pm. 

Community Meals Every Wednesday at 6 pm  

Hanging of the Greens November 27th from 

1-3 pm, All are invited! 

Advent–Begins Saturday Nov. 21in worship.  

If your family would like to be one of our 

weekly Advent wreath lighters, please let Deb 

Mayhew or Pastor Russ know ASAP. 
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November  

                                                        3rd        Lori Carroll 

3rd            Camryn Smith 

  6th   Randy Johnson 

   11th    Roger Neumann 

                                                        20th         Amber Smith 

                                                        22nd         Jerry Gibson 

                                                           23rd         Maxine Traudt 
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