
Conceptual / Schematic Design Plan:
A conceptual plan is a high-level, early-phase overview of a project that defines its broad vision, goals, and 
layout before detailed designing begins. It illustrates potential solutions, such as site layouts for client  
discussions to build consensus and test viability of a particular site layout. 
Usage Examples of a Conceptual Plan:
• Architecture/Land Development: A site plan showing how a new building fits on a lot, including basic 
parking, utility lines, and building footprints.
• Garden/Landscape Design: A rough, scale-driven layout showing, for instance, where hardscapes and 
primary plantings will go, without specifying the exact species of plants

Key Characteristics:
• Flexible: Layout shapes are conceptual, not strictly final.
• High-Level: Focuses on the "what" rather than the specific "how".
• Identifies Feasibility: Helps determine if a project's goals are achievable within constraints.
• Early Phase: Produced early in the project to guide, not replace, final design.

Conceptual / Schematic Plans
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