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● Premiered on the AMC network in 2010
● 10 season so far
● Based on comic books by Robert Kirkman 
● World infested by zombies and follows the 

storyline of Rick Grimes and his group’s 
struggle for survival

Context



Outcome of its time

● recycling and re-versioning
● redeployment
● rising popularity of horror
● “the zombie industry” infecting TV 
● promotion at Comic-con: sneak peak, 

talking to bloggers, leaking hints
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● investing less and expecting 
more

● rebranding and redeploying an 
existing cultural product > new 
ideas

● synergy = cost-effective way to 
maximize consumption

Twd 
Paves
The 
way



Season 1 episode 5: Wildfire

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTImRvBTqf0


Andrea kills her sister out of mercy
● First time we see a person transform into a 

zombie on tv 
● Most human-like zombie, especially in eyes
● Character development
● Show’s focus on humanity, real human stories, 

and human emotion 
● More emphasis on characters as opposed to 

zombies
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● Broke records in first season 
alone

● AMC’s branding as a network 
known for complex narratives, 
mature themes, and quality 
acting
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● attracting “crossover” readership, including 
more women and more “casual” fans

● Robert Kirkman established a deep personal 
relationship with his fans

● wanted to explore how people deal with 
extreme situations and how these events 
change them

● Kirkland AS PRODUCER WAS ALLOWED treating 
SHOW as an art

authorship



● comic book structure resembled quality TV 
● increased incorporation of cult genres
● Shift in relationship between “mainstream” 

and “cult”
● convergence culture & social networks = 

community-sharing
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Quality in the mainstream

● Character-driven plot, adult content, & 
emphasis on the show’s groundbreaking 
qualities = quality

● unpredictability
● transmedia franchises can operate 

successfully in the larger context of 
media diversification and convergence 
culture. 



1. wHICH Do you think HELPED The 
Walking Dead becOme MORE 
successful AMONG THE 
mainstream: its cult aspects 
or quality aspects?

2. dO YOU THINK THAT rebranding 
and redeploying an existing 
cultural product IS BETTER 
THAN creating new ideas FOR 
SHOWS?

questions:questions:



THANK YOU


