% HISTORIC GARDENS IN CHARLESTON
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OALE MANCH, CHARLESTONS WINTER WINDE TILANW into spring
breezis that cast peppermint peach, quine, and poar tree prtaks
onbo the eolondal city's slate shbewalks like o dusting of firagrant
snow, anvd the pull here swells into something stronger than a
TgrEloTy call Tourists answer, locking Lo wander the histonc
district's gardens, and bear witness to nature’s reawakening,
Laesks will tell you the draw has a ket lodowith the foct that the
city is all sbout living history, living well, and living outdoors as
misch as possible. When those conce pts collide with Southern
hespitality (and sprang), e results include some of America’s
miost pheturesque gandens. gently placed shoulder to-shoulder
nlone cobblestone strects, with wrought ron gates and plernced
brick walls inviting you to sneak a peuk with every stroll.

Druring colonial times, cach home here typically maintained a
pleasure garden, a kitchen garden, and a work yard (used for
houschold tadks such as chopping wood, making soap, and
preparing poultry), Parterre layouts dorminated as a carryover
from the Old World, Beds outlined in red brick were rimmed with
low-glung bosowood hedges that framed everything from Truik
trees to flowers and sculptures, Crashed oyster-shell paths
meande red past, and the more well-to-to the family, the more
claborate the patterns and plantings

Alter the Revolutionany War, Charleston singles—houses that
are o single room wide, nun perpendiculor to city strovts, and are
hung with porches, or piazzas=began (o fake over the § faly City
These homes sport false front doors that open anto wide plazexs
stocked with rockers, settees, joggling boards, and dining tables.
[ the 1800s, shill-prevabent parterre gandens were most often
relizhed from Uhese piazzas, where fimilies socialized and where
the garden’s overall design coubd be best viewed.

Az work yands disappearcd and as kitchen plots gave way o
market rips, pleasure gardens overtook te spare acreage. By the
timse Fared landscape architeet Loutrel Briggs came to Charles-
ton in the late 19205, gardens had been benignly neglected since
Heconstruction. Vestiges —erumbling walls and Spanish moss-
choked trees—wene a8 much 3 marved B hin as the remaining
pristine plots. To celebrate botls, e authored Charlesfon Gardens
in 1951 and featured historic plans alongside his own snapshots of
the spaces. The volume showeased the transition from formal
parierre gardens of U past o the putdoor room-Upon-Toom
Tovonats lse—and the city—eventually becane farmows for

Today, more than two decades after Hurricane Hugo both
devastabed and revived Charbeston (insuranee woney put an el
to the patch-and-go approach to heme and parden repakrs that
had Tong been de riguenr bered, o revived Briges garden ks a2
treasured o selling poink as a Tillany stxmned- plass window Amd
gardens in sivles oo Ui 17 cenbury to now are lived m more
than ever, Mecd proet? Head south of Broad Stoeet, whene a
Tomal-preinted <Enonone home's plcket fence directs passersty (o
“pleaze Uirow the ball” ta reodly amd cager Family dog walting
ik saiid ball O any given Saturday, you can stumble upona
backyurd wedding, a buby's sip-nmd=see on o plazza, or adinner
party takdmg over o flagstone courtyand. Here, the styled outdoor

Iifie Tvas ruleead Tor nearky three contwries; nowomber the lowns gol
the houngg of i




GAILLARD-BENNETT HOUSE (circa 1800) JOHN BLAKE HOUSE (circa 1800)

AT A GLANCE: The Mon g Streict IHropee ity

- : L I 1 g .
inchades a Federal-stybe house, kitchen Lne ol the ereatl things .l| WOLLE & ; 1[S00
houss, carriage house, pood, and pool o

GARDEN BEFORE AND AFTER: Whon Mary, s Hl! e | |I]'- CHEIEIL 0 SUIPIIS :||;..|

Caroline and Steve Stewart baught the hold. That's what we wanted to ereate with

property in 2004, thwe gandens amownied o e Ty : e ; )
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Sk Wor g e o ot S o cdge cuthing through Lhe garden [rom one sid

Sheila Wertimer, they did scrapings on the loy Lo another right now, and there’s no Lelling

fo o avadl in an ciffort to determine where a)d - . : et
beds arid paths had been When the neighbor what's behind it ‘That keeps things interesting
bt 1960 ranch hosze was for sale, they g e . .

purchazed that lob, razed the home, and
expanded thebr property 1o one-and A-LUaE-
torperes Sheiladevised Uhe overal] d. =4
Steve was in charge of the handscapes,
infrastrectiore, and iFrrgalion systomes, sed
Mary Caroline chose and plotted thwe planis

BY THE MUMBERS: 5 fountains afe on ihe
progerty, and they lafd 200,000 bricks for
walkowans

INSPIRATION: [ wanted wiery formal
gardens,” svs Many Camoline, “s0 [ wenl o
Laoaiza Prinpghe Cameron's farden and peac
e boanks, ook lots of garden bours, read M
Whaley's and James Cothran's books, and |
did research. [ wanted parterres and garden

AT A GLANCE: Whicn it was bulle, this

foae- Eedromar. three-hath Charleston s |lIJ,:|:'
howse had o grond svew of the Ashbey River
Hrwever, when South Battery and Surmay
Boulevard were filbed in for more develop
el im the early 20/ cenbury, Uhe o
receded inbo m resideniial anea

GARDEMN BEFORE AMD AFTER: The garden

roams that lowed from one (o the other and
for it to be more lormal toward the house and
then less 30 maay from house ™

HOW THEY LIVE QUTSIDE: Sprng nnd fall
are Lhe main Limes vou'll find the Stewarts in
their gerden They gravitate to Lhe pool and
pool ouse, and have parties oul there every
warm-weather holiday:

The Stewaris tackied thedr gardan in stages,
baginning arownd the maln houte and working
Chaly wary Bl Stewe voriaw the Tounlaing, &
v, arvdd Eheg mmilx &f Nagitone and brick patha,

and parteree beds with its B -century bricks
appear bn Loutrel Briges' 1951 book, Chartes-
tow Geardfens There wene hardy flowening
plants therein, but when Melissa and Mork
Alaresca moved in L1 vears apo, Ui garden
had become e rgromm. Mark edited out
scores of plant=, lemiang im a i of beoowoode,
..1_'\-\.|'||-_| ISTEN, ST I-l_ Imi, I|r|-_| ST |'|.|:I The
Aiming for a hish, grecn space whiere bexture
ard structures star, Mark workod with
landscape architect Hugh Dargan o re-create
mich of the I -century garden by reslonng

the parterres, and lawd 0wl an overal] sguean
wilth subdbvided spaces that all epen ontoa
Cenbrnd focal potnt—a sculpiure fmm Uhe lale
1700= Codor comes with the anmaals Mark
aclds in =easonally

BY THE NUMBERS: There are fowr seating
arcas ki the garden

HOW THEY LIVE OUTSIDE: Mark gandins
almicst dady, They entertaln in the garden, sit

while Mary Carallne tended to the plasts

LI

'It’s constantly changing, and 'm always
pulling oul a plant here and there, 've
lcarned vou can'l just planl it and be done,

['heres alwavs something going on oul Lthere

in khee pockers, and ¢njy it fEem e main
heoasi= as the windows ofler maymad views

"Aa g0 archioct | Thend iy formme of graphic clemsenls,
el Ehak weorks i pardenieg, Lo 50 oo T
M e i i can boobk af Lyt all e ol
proat s mrsd rebQativers, wohiis anad masses ™
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AT A GLAMCE: Citesd in Jonathan Paston’s
e Buildings o Charfesfon as “one of Ue
aldest surviving Charbeston single howuses,
It consistE of a three-and-a ]1.'.Er'w1.-_rr:,.-]'|-:1||u;
and carriage house on a small urban lot on
loweer King Street
GARDEN BEFORE AND AFTER: When
Monica and Kenneth Seeper moved Into
the home in 3000, the garden Lot had been
designed byt Lou trel Briges necded some
TLC They hired Sheila Werlimer to
perform the resuscitation, and Monbs got
what she had craved: a space that celebrat-
ed Briges’ original layered layoul and
inclwded statuary Monica had brought
from California
BY THE HUMBERS: Technically there arc
two gardens here, the pleasure garden and
a kitchen garden with herba
HOW THEY LIVE OQUTSIDE: Monlcn says
tlse garden is “large enough for entertain-
i mngl small enough b manage and
enjoy.” IUs part of the gardemn tour eircwit
cvery spnng and she olten (mvifes curfous
prasserahy bocome closer fora better ko
Giliven IS visible from most rooms and, of
course, the pinzzas, the Secgers take in the
view all day longg all year long

Padlos such a3 Monica Seegers lum inlo alfreacs
FapmE A5 Ely Wik faaty pear-ndieid Lamporala
wrather “One of 1he Ehngn wo dig caefy on was
b plant mabure spocimend, ralbor than walt Tar
1hé gardan 16 Maliene,” Lyl S

'||I| 7o Ol the cardaen app el
Ly 1110 ||'r-|||l:||n onsel: s lardge enows
- [
for enterlaining and small enougl
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AT A GLANCE: The neoclassical, three-
story, nine-room brick mansion on
Mecting Stroet s 2 house moseum
operated by the Hstone Charlestan
Foundation, It was U rehased |:|:|. the group
ir 1955, and served s thelr headbguarters
for 37 years until they outgrew the space

GARDEMN BEFORE AND AFTER: Curators
wilh Uhe Hstorie Clarleston Foundation
zay Lhe 180 gardens included geomselric
parierres, an orehard, and a work yvard with
vepetable and herb gardens Atyplcal for
Charleston, where most Inont dooes and or
Az s open onto a city sidewalk, the
miain hoose sis same 30 feet into U ot
and gne can only enter alter passing
through the garden. 10 alse uniogue in that
ruther than sporting lang porches that leak
aul anvd open onto the yard, the bouee is
humng with small wrought iren balconkes
heere and there Tosbay, the garden’s makn
features includo a circular planted bed
wilh bﬂlﬂ'.l"i.‘tﬂj]'ll.'dt{th.hﬂl.'k Bdrders and a
surmounding pathe a lmam with an arbor and
shadod benches:; antigque brick pathways;
and a mix of crepe myriles and live ook
treca However, Musoum Manager Lauren
Northup alms bo restore the gandens to
mare o perkd-cormect plan than D
current style, sward-winning as [t may be,
which was established in the 1980
HOW IT'S LIVED IH: Towrs of the holisé ang
held Monday-Satwrdsy, 10 am.-5 pm;
Sunday, 2-5 pm. Y

“Theishe [l cortainly & comngoiin Bsltween tha
garden snd the intskor of 1k bouts, the plents
fursstiamed at vubdecis for Comeersalion and
ecarrarisil fusl 58 Lha Parrdchingn and larion
"™ s Curslor Brandy Cufp
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