Shared Ideology in Precontact Central Arizona:
Reflections from the Hilltops

Tri-National Symposium
Ajo, AZ 2024
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Topographic locations:

Hilltop enclosures are commonly
located on hilltops, often on
dramatic heights.




Topographic locations:

Ritual enclosures are
also located on small
sland’ mesas or buttes.




Topographic locations:

Ritual enclosures are also located on
ridges, mesa edges, or saddles between
two hilltops.



Shape of Enclosures:

Rectangular
Enclosures







Shape of Enclosures:

Terrain Conforming

Irregular Enclosures
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tructure using cliff and boulder
as wall ends—open to the north




Wall construction technique:
most common is core-veneer type
construction.




Wall construction technique: A
Imported stone for decorative
elements N\




Wall construction technique:

Rubble mound construction
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Structural details
Enclosures often
have open

two oppos




Structural details:

Some enclosures have a dividing | =
wall, usually creating two roughlyf
equal halves.




Structural details:

Walls built to mimic or enhance the natural shapes present
in the landscape.

View ports




Structural details:

Walls with stripes created
using different shaped
stones (flagstone vs
cobble) or different
colored stones.




Structural details:
Megaliths natural
and constructed
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Structural details:
Four small rooms
with stone mound.
Corridor between.




Structural details:

Complex site with circular and rectangular
enclosures connected by a built, ramped
corridor.

. e
<o A
B X q::,'.‘_p\a:

o, §-, ;&.-,_..‘A.\-'.




Cultural groups
of Central
Arizona roughly
AD 750
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YEAR
A.D. 1900
A.D. 1800
A.D. 1700
A.D. 1600
A.D. 1500
A.D. 1400

PERIOD

PHASE

American Era
Bladkwater

HISTORIC

Hispanic Era

PROTOHISTORIC

POST-CLASSIC

Palvoron

CLASSIC

Civano

Soho

SEDENTARY

COLONIAL

SantaCruz

Gila Butte

PIONEER

EARLY CERAMIC

Snaketown

Estrella/Sweetwater

Red Mountain




Distribution of Ballcourts during Preclassic Hohokam: Distribution of Hilltop Enclosures during Preclassic Hohokam:
Black dots Tan triangles
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Blue triangles are not
hilltop enclosures
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Classic Period extent of Hohokam
cultural area. ‘_

i &
Perry Mesa in the heart of a multi- e e .-
cultural area.
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