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Commander’s News
The Tartan Day Celebration in Rockford Illinois was a special occasion. The Pipes and Drums of Clan
MacAlpine are featured at the event. They have been an institution in the Chicago Area for over one hundred
years. It was a particular honor to represent the family at the event and meet these great people.
In June we will have a small celebration in Edinburgh to honor our Sennachie Elect Mark McAlpin, who has
completed his studies at the University of Strathclyde and is now a certified Sennachie (elect). The position will
be deemed elect until such time as we have a Chief.
The Sennachie is an ancient Scots/Picts position within the Clan structure that is charged with preserving the
history, honor, deeds and lineage of those who have gone before them. Well done Mark.
The Highland Games season is once more upon us, and our thanks go to those who participate in the events and
contribute so much to our Society and the entire Scottish Community in this important effort to preserve our
heritage.
Our Annual Meeting will be held at the Stone Mountain Highland Games in October. There is an exciting venue
set up for it and I look forward to seeing many of you there
Yours Aye
Michael T McAlpin, Commander
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President’s News
I’m happy to see the flurry of activities by the MacAlpine Society so far this year. So many
attended the Burn’s Celebration dinners around the word, Tartan Day celebrations while
others are hosting Society tents. It’s so important to include our families and children in
these evens so they may learn more about their Scottish heritage.
I’m very proud of my nephew Jason and his family for stepping up to host the clan tent at
Scottish Fest USA in Orange County, California. The family recently made the journey to
Scotland to learn more about their Scottish roots.
I recently posted some coloring pages on our FB page. I thought these might be a good way
to introduce Scottish traditions to young children. I would like to see the finished artwork
colored by your kids and grandkids.
Just a reminder that this is an election year for the Society. We have the positions of
secretary and treasurer coming up for a vote. Please send your nominations to Robin at
robinlmcalpine@yahoo.com. Make sure the person you are nominating is willing and able to do the job.
I would like to thank Janet McAlpine of Reno for stepping up and filling in at the treasurer position after Kenneth resigned.
We are so thankful to have such a talented family with such a variety of backgrounds.
I look forward to seeing you all at the AGM at Stone Mountain, GA in October.
Best,
Dale
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The Pipes and Drums of Clan MacAlpine

Proudly displaying the Argyll Boar on a Crown, which is so much associated with the MacAlpines and our Society, the Pipes
and Drums of Clan MacAlpine is the 15th oldest pipe band in the U.S. Founded over one hundred years ago by an emigrant
from old MacAlpine towns on the Kintyre Peninsula.

The Clan MacAlpine Pipes and drums are the featured event at the Tartan Day Celebration in Rockford, Illinois, held at the
beautiful Veterans Memorial Hall.
The band played splendidly, the
Mayor brought greetings and spoke
of the contributions of the Scottish
Community and the President of the
local Robert Burns Club highlighted
the significance of the Declaration
of Arbroath.
The MacAlpine Commander,
Michael McAlpin, presented a
contribution to the Pipe Band’s
Scholarship Fund.
Following the Tartan Day
Celebration, we had a fine lunch and
continued our discussions at the
Prairie Street Brewhouse in
Rockford.
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Married to MacAlpine
By Robin McCain McAlpine
A little bit of background:
I grew up proud of my Scotch-Irish heritage. I was proud to have Mc in
front of my name. I have a friend, McIntosh, who plays the bag pipes,
speaks a bit of Gaelic, and wears the kilt. I have known him all my life
and he helped me learn to be proud of our heritage. I was enamored by
him and really loved to hear him play those pipes. He is/was always one
of the heroes in my life.
You may have heard the fact that I have known Dale since I was ten
years old. His father had recently passed away and he was a quiet, sad
boy. I had the biggest crush on him as a young girl. Of course we went
our separate ways, raised two families and were blessed to find one
another again to live a beautiful life together.
That being said, I was the one who took Dale to his first Highland Games
in Costa Mesa, CA, where we met my friend Mac (McIntosh) who then
introduced Dale to Kenneth McAlpine (the spark). Kenneth introduced
Dale to Doris’ book where he found his family line and the spark turned
to fire. The fire has raged on now for nearly 20 years.
Since Dale’s father died at a young age, and his grandfather passed the
year before. Dale did not have a male leader in his life. He had no one to
ask about his heritage as he got older. So meeting Kenneth and finding
his line in that book was like a lifeline for him.
However….it was not just his journey. He shared it with me and I helped
with whatever I could throughout his search for proofs of his family line
in order to receive his coat of arms. I rode the merry-go-round with him
for about ten years. It took a long time for him to get that reward. It proudly hangs on the wall in our house to this day.
And…now I want mine. I want to research my line. I want to find how my family came here, how they immigrated, where
they immigrated to. I want to fill my closet with my tartan, with ties and skirts and dresses in my tartan. You see, I already
have a closet full of MacAlpin “stuff”.
But wait…You want to know the one thing I do know about the McCain’s? Way back somewhere that I know not, the
McCain’s and the MacAlpin’s are related.
Wait what?
Do you mean to tell me that I married my cousin? Yes, I married my cousin. And the kicker is, when I inquired about the
McCain tartan on the McCain Facebook page you want to know what the answer was? You can wear the MacAlpin tartan.
My dreams of a closet filled with McCain tartan are dashed….
On a good note, that will save Dale some money on clothes. Lucky boy!
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Argyll’s Uprising, Kilmartin, and the MacAlpins
Submitted by: Mark S.C. McAlpin, Sennachie (elect)
In the crowded events that shape Scotland history, it’s perhaps unsurprising that Argyll’s failed rebellion of 1685 is a largely
forgotten chapter. However, the uprising does have ties to Kilmartin and to MacAlpins.
In 1685, in protest against the accession of Charles II’s brother, James II of England and VII of Scotland, the 9th Earl of
Argyll, Archibald Campbell, led a rebellion in Scotland. It took place shortly before and in support of the Monmouth
Rebellion, led by James Scott, 1st Duke of Monmouth. Argyll's Rising was intended to tie down Royal forces in Scotland while
Monmouth's army marched on London.
The Government in Scotland seemed to have been aware of Argyll's plans, as they took the precaution of appointing the
Marquess of Atholl as Lord Lieutenant of Argyllshire and ordering him to march there with a strong force, occupying the one
area where Argyll could count on significant personal support.
The core of Argyll’s force would eventually be made up of 1200 clan levies from Campbell lands, including Kintyre,
Knapdale, Dunoon, Kilmartin and Craignish. On the 27th of May, Argyll’s declaration at Tarbet issued the following
command to his tenants,
I hereby require all my vassals everywhere, and all within my several jurisdictions, with the fencible men within their
command, to go to arms, and to join and concur with us, according to the said Declaration, as they will be answerable
at their highest perils, and to obey the particular orders they shall receive from me from time to time.
Carnassarie Castle, located approximately 1.2 mi to the north of Kimartin, was then the property of and a stronghold of the
Campbells of Auchinbreck, one of the most powerful families of the day. Sir Duncan Campell of Auchinbreck, had joined the
uprising and had hosted the Earl of Argyll and his men for many days. Carnassarie was later occupied and sacked by Royalist
forces.
Family legend has it that, whether under orders or under their own accord, a band of MacAlpins, led by John McAlpin of
Kilmartin, unsuccessfully attempted to blow up Carnassarie, while it was occupied by Crown forces., Their failed attempt lead
to their arrest and conviction of treason against the Crown, and the forfeiture of their livestock. John McAlpin was fined four
cows by the Marquess of Atholl, which could amount to a prolonged death sentence during the winter months.
The Government forces defeated Argyll's rebellion, and turned its attention to defeating
Monmouth. In the meantime, many of the captured ringleaders were executed including
Argyll. Campbell of Auchinbreck escaped and went into hiding, and Carnassarie was burned
by Royalists.
In the aftermath of the rebellion 177 of Argyll’s followers were transported to Jamaica, while
100 were sent to New Jersey. Argyll was eventually captured and executed in Edinburgh.

Note: Fortunately, excellent records of the list of rebels against the Crown were kept, and are
available in “The Commons of Argyll, which were extracted from the Inveraray Sherriff’s
Court records and published by Duncan McTavish in 1935. Amongst the rebels from the
Kilmartin/Knapdale MacAlpines were John MacAlpine of Ardna, John McAlpin, a weaver
of Knapdale, John McAlpin of Bardorach, Malcolm McAlpin of Lecknaben, Malcolm
McAlpjn of Oib, Malcolm McAlpin of Ballino, Malcolm MacAlpine of Ardintraive, Gilbert
McCapin of Glasvar, Malcolm McAlpin of Ballmor, Duncan McAlpen, Duncan, McAlpin of
Clachandysart ,Gilbert McAlpin of Glesvar, John McAlpin of Auchigdrom, and Neil
McAlpin (ygr).
It is interesting to note the place-names listed are consistent with traditional MacAlpine place-names of the area.
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TIME TO RSVP!
The 2018 Clan MacAlpine Society AGM Dinner will be held
in conjunction with the 46th Annual Stone Mountain Highland Games.
Dinner is scheduled for 6 pm, on Friday, October 19th!
Our 2018 AGM and dinner is a short 4 months away. To help in our preparations, it is time to confirm attendance.
Please RSVP by July 15th to Michael McAlpin, Jr. at mmcalpin73@gmail.com if you plan to join us for dinner on
October 19th! Final cost for dinner depends on number of attendees, but we are expecting $50-$60 per person.
We have lined up some great entertainment, to include:
• Special Guest Speaker • Whisky Tasting • Scottish Music
We are excited to announce we have reserved the Robert Burns Cottage of Atlanta for our venue!
The Cottage is located at 988 Alloway Place in Atlanta.
Hotel accommodations:
We have blocked rooms at the Courtyard by Marriott Decatur Downtown/Emory
130 Clairemont Avenue - Decatur, GA 30030
Room Rate is $149 plus tax. It is suggested you book early! The block ends on September 28th, or upon reaching capacity. Please open the following hyperlink for more information on reserving accommodations:
McAlpine Room Block Marriott Hotel
Note: Accommodations closer to Stone Mountain can be secured but note that Friday traffic in Atlanta getting to the Burns
Cottage will be difficult, so we chose a location closer to the Burns Cottage as the Saturday drive to Stone Mountain will be
quicker.

Atlanta Burns Cottage
Site of our 2018 AGM Dinner
On January 25, 1896, the anniversary of his birth in the year
that was the centenary of his death, the founders of the Burns
Club of Atlanta held their inaugural meeting at the Aragon
Hotel. This group of men met annually to celebrate Robert
Burns, and in 1907 incorporated for the purposes of raising
funds through issues bonds, the proceeds of which would be
used to build a permanent clubhouse. The Atlanta Burns
Cottage was due to the significant efforts of many of the leading
men of Atlanta.
Providing a tangible glimpse of the life, times, interests, programs and legacy of enjoyment of the works of The Bard.
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Many MacAlpine Males Have Taken Y-DNA Test
By Stu Pike

If you’re into genealogy tracking the MacAlpine surname (and spelling variations) it can be a lot of fun. However, when
looking at census, church or paper records it can be difficult to tell if you are related to the other MacAlpines in a region.
Fortunately Y-DNA which tracks the surname (ie, your father, your grandfather, your g-grandfather, etc.) can sometimes tell
which of the various MacAlpine sub-clads you belong to. Of equal importance it can tell you which sub-clad you are NOT
related to.
Eighty-nine (89) MacAlpine men have had their DNA tested showing a splinter of various sub-clads.

Most of the time we can tell from the jumble of numbers which sub-clad you belong to. Then, with that knowledge you can
connect with other members and hopefully piggyback off of their paper family tree. Beginners can be flummoxed by what all
the numbers mean and fortunately there are multiple resources and blogs that attempt to explain everything. Here is a great
blog that can help your understanding:

https://sites.google.com/site/wheatonsurname/beginners-guide-to-genetic-genealogy/
lesson-three-exploring-the-y-part-one
We encourage all male MacAlpines to get their DNA tested and help roll back the fog of time. Join us!

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/mcalpindna/about
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Carnassarie Castle in Kilmartin Glen
By: Jo Woof
After our morning ramble around the
Nether Largie stones and Temple
Wood, we pulled off into a car park a
little further north and got out to
walk up the path to Carnassarie
Castle.
I must have first seen Carnassarie
Castle in 1984, so long ago that
you’d think it was still occupied by
its original inhabitants, and since
then I’ve been glimpsing it
sporadically on successive visits to Kilmartin Glen, without ever bothering to go and take a proper look. I was therefore very
interested to see what it was like close up. A gaunt and imposing ruin, it sits atop a low hill and glowers down at you as you
walk up the footpath.
“It has been suggested that the name Carnassarie is a combination of carn, possibly after the large prominent cairn, Carn Ban,
that lies within the farm… and airigh, Gaelic for a shieling or settlement. Another suggestion is that it is a combination of Carn
Asairaidh meaning Cairn at the path or route.” Historic Environment Scotland, ‘Carnassarie Castle, Argyll’ – Assessment by
Roderick Regan, November 2016.
Ruins at Kilmory Oib

Failing to find a door on the east-facing side, we circled it in a clockwise
direction, passing through a picturesque archway with the date ‘1681’ carved
above it, but still we found no way in. The front (and only) door revealed itself
eventually, tucked away into the tower on the north-west corner.
The stonework above the doorway is badly weather-worn, but bears the Gaelic
inscription DIA LE UA NDUIBHNE which means ‘God be with O Duibhne’.
Historic Environment Scotland explains: “Duibhne was the progenitor of the
Campbells, and O Duibhne was how their clan chief was designated.” This was
therefore a Campbell stronghold; according to the visitor information board, the
panel would once have been brightly painted in heraldic colours.
Having found the door, I was slightly reluctant to go
in, because it didn’t look all that welcoming. I turned
into the larger part, the now-roofless keep, which
still rises to a height of five storeys. Despite the
bright morning outside, the stone walls were dark,
cold and damp, silent witnesses to unspoken things.

I felt as if I had to keep moving, so I headed up the
narrow spiral staircase with the aim of getting some
fresh air at the top. These features always have a
slightly dizzying effect on me, because of the twirling physical motion in a confined space.
You have to look constantly at your feet, because the steps are barely wide enough to tread on
and you have to place your feet at a slant, which is awkward. After a couple of ‘landings’ – in
reality, openings that offered increasingly vertiginous views of the interior – I emerged at the
top, to breathe in the soft air and gaze out over the landscape of Kilmartin Glen.
(Continued on page 8)
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Carnassarie Castle in Kilmartin Glen . . . Continued from page 7
The wall-walk consisted of a railed path around the ramparts, with a steep
drop on both sides. It was surprisingly high and I might have found this more
testing than I did, but I was glad to be out in the open. I avoided looking
vertically down, but instead pointed my camera at arm’s length into gloomy
cavern and hoped for the best. Then I realised I had to get down again.
Undiscovered Scotland says: “If you’ve ever wondered if you might be a
closet vertigo sufferer, this is the place to find out for sure.”
In the late 16th century, Carnassarie held a warmer welcome. This was the
purpose-built home of John Carswell, the first Protestant Bishop of Argyll
and the Isles. Born in Kilmartin and educated at St Andrews University,
Carswell was the personal chaplain of the 5th Earl of Argyll, Chief of Clan
Campbell, and was ‘arguably the outstanding Gaelic scholar of his
day.’* His translation of John Knox’s Book of Common Order, published in
1567, was the first book printed in Scots Gaelic.
*Historic Environment Scotland, ‘Carnassarie Castle, Argyll’ – Assessment
by Roderick Regan, November 2016)
Described as one of the first Renaissance residences in Argyll, Carnassarie
Castle was built to look like a medieval tower house which had been added
to and embellished – because, of course, that’s what had happened to most
of the other, genuine tower houses in Scotland at that time! The Earl of
Argyll had the wealth and resources to ensure that the result was both
impressive and opulent. His masterpiece boasted spacious and lavishly
decorated rooms, exquisite carvings by masons who had travelled from
Stirling or Edinburgh, and a ‘belvedere’ or viewing platform on the top
floor. I hope that the privileged guests who were shown up there had a better
head for heights than I do.
Carswell died in 1572 and was buried in Ardchattan Priory on Loch
Etive. Carnassarie remained in the hands of the Dukes of Argyll and
endured in relative peace for nearly a century. In 1685, in protest against the
accession of Charles II’s brother, James II of England and VII of Scotland,
the 9th Earl of Argyll led a rebellion in Scotland which resulted in his
capture and execution in Edinburgh. The castle was sacked by Royalist
forces in retaliation, and was never restored to its former glory. A shame, but
– as many sources point out – this means that the remaining architecture was
left intact and unaltered for successive generations to study.

I wonder what Carswell made of the all the standing stones and burial cairns
which were practically on his doorstep. Impossibly old as they are in comparison, with no names to link with them, no bond of clan or kin, on a
moonlit night I would much prefer to walk around Ballymeanoch or Temple
Wood than the echoing chambers of Carnassarie Castle.
Jo Woolf is a writer from Argyll. Her splendid works can be seen on her website www.thehazeltree.co.uk
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MacAlpine Family Experiences Scottish Heritage
By Jason McAlpine
A few years ago I remember seeing posts from my Uncle Earl and his wife Robin of their trips to Scotland or in
their traditional kilts and tartans. It began a curiosity in me about my heritage and the dialogue between my uncle
and I started. I began to feel proud of who I was and those I shared a history with. My family traveled to the
beautiful country of my heritage in March of 2018.
We were honored to be asked to host the MacAlpine
Clan tent at the Scots Festival in Cost Mesa, California
on May 26-27, 2018. We loved all of the sights, sounds,
and smells of the festival. The Scottish bagpipes have a
way of speaking to the Scottish soul. We were able to
watch some of the traditional activities of the Highland
games, while my son was able to try his very own caber
toss. We were able to learn more about our clan and even
meet others related to the MacAlpine Clan.
There was a sense of camaraderie, respect and honor
among the people at the festival, one that was mirrored in
the Scottish people we met in Scotland. My wife and I are
in agreement that the Scottish people are the most
welcoming people, always willing to go the extra mile to
help one another.

It was a true blessing and honor to host our clan tent. My wife, our kids and I (and our Scottish cow, Hamish) are
excited to learn about, travel and experience more about our beautiful country, heritage and history. We look
forward to hosting another clan tent in the future.
Aye!
Jason McAlpine
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McAlpine Family’s Trip To Scotland
By Desiree McAlpine
My first time traveling out of the country was an amazing experience.
The second and third time did not disappoint either, BUT there is
nothing compared to traveling with those closest to you. My
husband's first time traveling out of the country was on our two week
trip to Scotland in March and even better, our kids got to experience it
with us. There's nothing quite like seeing amazement in your
children's eyes as they discover and explore some place new.
Our trip was a whirlwind of sights, sounds, tastes, and experiences.
For first timers to the international traveling scene, our kids got to
travel by plane, bus, train, taxi, and even ferry. Our
itinerary took us from Edinburgh to Glasgow, over to
Oban, up to Inverness, to Aberdeen and back to Edinburgh.
It was a lot to fit into a two week trip, but our kids were up
for the adventure. They may just be natural born travelers!
We visited everything from castles and cathedrals to
museums, monuments and battlefields, which served as
turning points in the history of Scotland. These places
inspired awestruck wonder and amazement, while at the
same time allowing us the opportunity to teach our children
of their heritage. A heritage that is rich in history. A
heritage that needs to be passed on to our children. A
heritage they can be proud of!

There are far too many things that we love about Scotland, which undoubtedly will grow with multiple return trips. Some
highlights and family favorites of our trip include: the old cobbled streets and beautiful
castle view in Edinburgh, the lovely coast of Oban, the small village feel of Inverness, and
Drum and Crathes Castle near Aberdeen. We loved the Scottish breakfast, steak pie, and
IRN BRU (especially our kids)! We have fallen in love not only with Scotland, but the
Scottish people. Planning of the McAlpine Scotland trip 2019 is already under way!
Slainte Mhath!
Desiree McAlpine

Clan MacAlpine Society Kilt Pins
Custom designed by Mark McAlpin,
incorporating elements of the boar’s head, pine tree,
crown, and sword, all of which are linked to the
MacAlpines, and appear prominently in MacAlpine
Heraldry.
The pins are made of silver weighing approximately 1 ounce Dimensions are 4”x 1 1/8”
$75 USD payable by PayPal or check
Please contact
NotCommonKiltPins@outlook.com for questions or purchase

Clan MacAlpine Society Information
Website:

www.macalpineclan.com

Mail:

Clan MacAlpine Society
3061 Harbor Boulevard
Ventura, CA 93001 USA

Contributions: Via PayPal at www.clanmacalpine.com
Or made payable to:
Clan MacAlpine Society
c/o Janet McAlpine, Treasurer
3530 Parque Verde Lane
Reno, NV 89502
USA
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