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Commander’s Note 
 
At the Culloden Visitors Center, there is a Gaelic sign that reads “cha b’ ann 
leinn a mhàìn àch le sìnnsearan is siol” which translates to “Not for us alone 
but for our ancestors and progeny”  
  
Words that we could use as a guide. It is vital that we engage our children in 
their heritage. It can be an enjoyable and exciting experience for them. 
  
Our Society has been around for close to a quarter of a century, and we have 
accomplished much. We are making a few changes that better reflect where 
we are today. 
  
We have applied for and received a determination from the Internal Revenue 
Service as a 501c3 non-profit organization. That is good news. In addition, we 
have changed our Society name to The House of MacAlpine. Which more 
properly reflects the nature of our family. 
  
It is Game season once more, please look at our upcoming events and stop 
by. If you should have the desire to host a tent, we can certainly assist. 
  
We have some exciting plans coming up this year, I hope that you take the 
opportunity to participate. 
  
Le gach deagh dhùrachd 
With every good wish 
  
Michael T McAlpin 
Commander 
Name of MacAlpine 
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President’s News 
 

We had a great time attending two full days of the Central Florida Scottish   High-
land Games January 14-15, 2023, in Winter Springs, Florida. It was      wonderful 
to participate in the clan march on to the parade field and visit with our Scottish 
brothers and sisters. It was a bit cold in Florida but we survived. 
 
Robin and I are looking forward to attending the Portland Highland Games on July 
15th, 2023, at Mt Hood Community College, Portland, Oregon. 
 
We are excited to announce that, as discussed in our November Board meeting,  
we have filed a name change with the state of Georgia.  “Clan MacAlpine       So-
ciety Inc. “, a Domestic Nonprofit Corporation filed articles/certificate of amend-
ment in the Office of the Secretary of State on January 7, 2023, changing its 
name to House of MacAlpine Inc. a Domestic Nonprofit Corporation” 
 
This brings us in line with the naming convention discussed at the Family Convention in 2016, before the        
appointment by the court of the Lord Lyon, of our Commander, Michael T. McAlpin. 
 
More good news!  As of January 26, 2023, the Clan MacAlpine Society is an official tax exempt, 501(c)3 non-
profit organization incorporated in the State of Georgia. Our Federal tax ID is 82-3172151 assigned by the IRS. 
So your donations may be tax deductible; and, as always, most appreciated. 
 
We will be holding elections soon for President, Vice President and Treasurer. We are behind in elections due to 
covid. Watch for your opportunity to volunteer or nominate your perfect candidate.  
 
In Kinship,  
Dale 
 
 

Moine Mhor 

 
At the heart of the Kilmartin Glen is the Moine Mhor, Gaelic for Great Moss. Roughly 1200 acres dissected by 
the River Add and the Kilmartin Burn, dotted with  ancient burial cairns and standing stones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graceful hen harriers hunt over the colorful patchwork carpet of bog moss, cotton grass and heather, while     
otters play in the Kilmartin Burn and Add River. The dragonflies are probably the most conspicuous group of  
insects at Moine Mhor, 11 of these colorful species have been recorded, including the beautiful demoiselle.  
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Tribute To The Immortal Bard 
 

MacAlpines the world over celebrated Burns Night with a flair. 

France 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Scotland       
  Sweden        Ontario, Canada 
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Tribute To The Immortal Bard . . . Continued 
 

 Sarasota, Florida 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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Tribute To The Immortal Bard . . . Continued 
 

Placerville, California 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reno, Nevada 
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Central Florida Highland Games 
 
One of the earliest games in a calendar year, Central   
Florida Highland Games was another success. The    
Scottish-American Society of Central Florida & the City of 
Winter Springs hosted the 45th annual Scottish Highland 
Games, bringing together Scottish clans & societies to 
compete in athletic events, highland dancing, & piping to 
celebrate their heritage. 
 
These games have become one of the favorites for MacAlpines, and although a wee bit cold, was well attended 
and well done. It is always such a great pleasure to meet kinsmen discovering our presence at any of the games 
for the first time. What a great opportunity to share our heritage. 
 

 
 
 
 

The 46th Annual Games 
will return to Winter Springs, Florida 

on January 13th and 14th, 2024. 
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Rules Of The Road, 1843 James McAlpin Cited For A Traffic Violation 
 

James McAlpine of Kirnan, about 
six miles south of Kilmartin was found 

“having his cart unyoked at the roadside”. 
Although liable for a penalty of up to 
forty shillings, no fine was imposed. 

 
 
 
 

 

Radar Traps and speeding tickets may not have been around in the       
Highlands, but the thirty-eight page 1843 Argyllshire Act for making and 
maintaining Highways, Roads, Bridges and Quays contains three pages  
imposing fines for such violations as “driving furiously”, driving a cart or 
carriage under the age of fourteen, slaughtering any beast, swine, cattle or 
lamb in the road, or allowing one’s pig to dig up the road.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lieutenant James M'Alpin,  
Standard-bearer of the Glenbucket Regiment during the ‘45 
 
John Gordon was the laird of Glenbucket a tiny estate in Aberdeenshire.  He was a serial  
Jacobite, having been out, as a sixteen-year-old, in 1689 with Bonnie Dundee on the 
braes of Killiecrankie, and, in the 1715 Jacobite rebellion he commanded a battalion of 
Gordons at Sherriffmuir when he was about forty-two years of age.  
 
In the '45 uprising he held the rank of Major General and is said to have received his 
rank from the Prince himself.   
 
He formed a Regiment for the Jacobite cause in October of 1745 in large by pressing 
men into service from highland or near highland areas, and particularly highlanders    
owing no particular allegiance to any chief.  Lieutenant James M’Alpin was the standard- 
bearer carrying the personal banner of John Gordon of Glenbucket.  
 
Although Glenbucket was notorious for pressing men into service, James M’Alpin was 
almost certainly an enthusiastic volunteer to have held the trusted position of standard- 
bearer for the Regiment. 
 
The original size of the regiment is not known, records suggest 500 men at the            
beginning, however by the time of Culloden it is listed as being 200 strong, well down on 
its strength due to losses and desertion, as was the entire Jacobite army. 
 
Glenbucket's Regiment took part in the advance into England and the return from Derby.  
 
Glenbucket led his regiment at Culloden, where the regiment stood on the left in the  
second line and were then moved up to the first line.  

 
Glenbucket was at the head of his regiment on a grey highland     
pony. James M’Alpin would have been by his side hoisting the     
banner of the regiment. 
 
When the Jacobite army advanced, the regiment advanced, but due to swampy ground and 
small ponds to their front they were unable to make contact with the enemy. When the general 
retreat and disintegration of the Jacobite army began the regiment was able to retire from the 
field virtually intact and in good order. 
 
Along with other remnants of the army, the Glenbucket Regiment escorted Prince Charles from 
the field for at least part of the way. 

 
There is no record of what happened to James     
M’Alpin nor the Glenbucket regiment after Culloden, it 
may have been amongst the units which gathered at 
Ruthven barracks after the battle, Perth's regiment 
was there. Whatever happened, the regiment was 
disbanded soon after Culloden, never to be heard of 
again. Old Glenbucket survived and managed to    
escape from the battlefield and gathered with others 
like Lovat, Lochiel, the MacDonnel chieftains etc. at 
the head of Loch Arkaig, hoping to re-launch the 45. 
He finally escaped on a Swedish sloop on             
25th November and was expressly exempted from the 
Act of Indemnity of June 1747. He died in France 
June 16th, 1750. 
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Macailpein A' Ghàidhealtachd Whisky 
 

Artair Sigward is a French whisky enthusiast with Irish and Scottish roots who has recently launched a unique  
whisky brand inspired by his ancestral family, the MacAlpine. In an interview, he shared insights into his           
background, his distillery business, and his whisky. 

 
Q: Can you tell me a little about yourself? 
 
A: My name is Artair Sigward, and I am French of Irish/Scottish 
origin. I feel Scottish above all, and I own land in the Highlands. I 
have started a company which offers whiskys to taste, and our 
whisky is called Macailpein A' Ghàidhealtachd. 
 
Q: What is the official name of your whisky? 
 
A: Macailpein A' Ghàidhealtachd, which is Gaelic to say: MacAl-
pine of the Highlands. Our whisky is produced in the Highlands, 
and we hope to create a whisky that comes from Islay and Camp-
beltown, representing the Macalpines wherever they have resided. 
 
Q: How did you get started in the distillery business or into 
distilling? 
 
A: I was trained by WSET London (Wine and Spirit Education 
Trust) and met many distillers. I am a bottler and cellar master, but I 
do not produce distillation. 
 
Q: How would you describe your whisky? 
 
A: The color is gold and pulls green, which is a difficult balance to 
find. On the nose, barley is the main flavor, but the power of the 
Argyll mint is present. In the mouth, it is very strong mint chocolate 
and softened by barley. In the end, it's a length like you've never 
known. My whisky is unique because it is inspired by the       
MacAlpine of the Highlands, and it is aged in a custom-created 
cask of Scottish mint liqueur. It also has a gold and green color, 
which is a difficult balance to achieve.  
 
Q: If you were to compare your whisky to the historic           
definition of the Scottish regions of whisky, which would it be 
closer to? 
 
A: Our whisky comes from the Highlands and is inspired by 14-year-old Macduff whisky. 
 
Q: Is your whisky more in line with French whisky styles or French style? 
 
A: It is a 100% Scottish whisky. 
 
Q: Can you at a high level describe your process? 
 
A: The whisky that was chosen to design our MacAlpine whisky was selected from 131 Scotch whiskies. Once  
chosen, we age it in a cask created especially for the occasion: barrel of Scottish mint liqueur. 
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Macailpein A' Ghàidhealtachd Whisky . . . Continued 
 
Q: How do you source your ingredients? 
 
A: The ingredients are 100% Scottish, and the mint comes from Argyll, as well 
as the land to grow it. 
 
Q: Where is your spirit fermented and distilled? 
 
A: Highland, Macduff distillery. 
 
Q: What happens to the byproducts of your distillation process? 
 
A: Part is recycled. 
 
Q: What type of stills do you use? 
 
A: Copper stills as Scottish law requires. 
 
Q: Do you ferment all the alcohol that you distill? 
 
A: This is the work of the Macduff distillery. 
 
Q: Do you purchase bulk-aged spirits and blend them? 
 
A: We only use single malt, a choice among 131 references. 
 

Q: Is your whisky blended? 
 
A: Our whisky is a single malt. 
 
Q: Do you barrel age or Solera-method age? 
 
A: We age our whisky in Scottish Mint Liqueur Casks, a custom-
created cask, nowhere else. 
 
Q: What type of barrels are used if barrel-aged? 
 
A: We use Scottish mint liqueur for the finish, otherwise the first Ameri-
can white oak. 
 
Q: Do you add colorings, flavorings, or additives? 
 
A: No, we do not add any dyes or additives to our whisky. 
 
Q: What makes your spirit different or unique? 
 
A: Our whisky is one of the only whisky consumable in a quaich without 
losing the nose. We spent two years designing a unique taste, using no 
dyes or additives, and achieving a gold and green color, which is a   
difficult balance to achieve. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Look for the MacAlpine Tent 

At Your Local Highland Games 
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Hosting a Tent 

Calling All MacAlpin/e’s….. 
Yes, that means you!  I’m looking at you and you and you! 
 
We need help spreading the MacAlpin/e name and merriment across the globe.  
How?  Host a tent.  Really, it’s that simple.   
 
Do you remember the time you attended the Highland Games, and you couldn’t 
find the MacAlpine tent?  Do you remember how disappointed you were?  The 
only remedy is you!  Unfortunately, we can only attend so many games and 
reach so many miles.  Think about hosting a tent and making someone smile 
because they found their family at the Highland Games. 
 
You don’t have to be an expert in the family history or Scottish lore.  You just have to be willing to stand and greet 
and have folks register when they stop by.  If they have a question, you can get their question and email address 
and submit for someone to answer. 
 
We will provide you with a startup kit and pay the festival fees for the first year.  If you plan on hosting the follow-
ing year, or at other games, hold on to the kit and use it again and again.  However, if you try hosting and it just 
isn’t for you, we ask that you return the kit to us. 
 
Once you decide to host a tent, you will need to find out a few things from the event organizers.  Details of what 
specific games provide are generally available on that games’ website, along with tent sponsor applications.  Find 
out if they provide a tent, or do you need to take a pop-up tent?  And, do they provide a table/chairs? 
 
What we provide in our startup kit: 

 1)  MacAlpine banner    4)  Copies of last two newsletters      
 2)  MacAlpine poster     5)  Sign in sheets and nametags 
 3)  Informational trifolds    6)  Boars Head Stamp   
 4)  Copies of last two newsletters   

  
In addition to what the society provides, you will need some or all of the following: 
 ■ PVC pipes or other poles to hold banner above tent 

 ■ Assorted bungies to hold pvc pipes or poles to tent poles 
 ■ Zip Ties / scissors to remove zip ties / duct tape 
 ■ Tablecloth / Table Decorations (one can often find Scottish coffee table books at second-hand stores) 
 ■ Netting to hold pictures along the side of tent (depending on your set-up) 
 ■ Fasteners to hold pictures (binder clips work well) 
 ■ It never hurts to have some hard candy or individually wrapped candies in a bowl 

 
For personal comfort, you may want to bring: 

 ■ An ice chest with ice 
 ■ Bottles of water  -  Plastic cups 
 ■ A bottle of scotch (optional, where allowed) 
 ■ Small plastic cups (shot size if serving scotch) 

 
Some tent hosts like to add a game for the children, so we created the MacAlpine Sheep Game.                      
(email robinlmcalpine@yahoo.com if you want it). The game consists of lost sheep, which can be distributed to 
other clan tents, along with a scorecard to be signed by the tents where the lost sheep are located. Upon         
completion of the scorecard, the child can return to the MacAlpine tent for a treat (ex: crispy rice treats and small 
granola bars).  If you add the game, don’t forget the treats. 
 
Many Thanks,  
Robin McAlpine 
Membership/Marketing 
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