
THE ADELPHI PRIVATE STOCK 
Blended Scotch Whisky, 40% alc/vol 

A limited batch release, Solera method, blended Scotch 
whisky with a high percentage of well-aged malts, the 
Adelphi Private Stock was selected by the first owner of 
the company to meet his Grandmother’s demand for an 
“everyday whisky” with complexity. Adelphi Private Stock 
was selected by Charles MacLean and James Walker in 
1993. The actual recipe of the Adelphi Private Stock 
remains a closely guarded secret. 

Blended from well-aged malt and grain Scotch whiskies, 
with an emphasis on the Highlands and Islands, this 
limited-run blend is put together in a solera-based 
system which retains the consistency from batch to 
batch. 

The label depicts the now famous Adelphi “Dancey Man”, 
which is a mid-19th Century cartoon of William Gladstone 
who single-handedly raised the quality profile of Scotch 
whisky by passing a law in Parliament that tax should 
only be paid on the amount of whisky left in each cask 
after maturation, and not the level it was originally filled 
to. With the penalties for long-term maturation lifted, 
Scotch whisky was kept in cask until it was truly fit to 
consume. 

A favourite tipple of many whisky consumers, writers and purveyors, this blend has an 
aroma which presents an interesting meeting of north-east and south-west 
characteristics; Speyside pear-drops and Islay peat smoke. The mouth-feel is quite 
remarkably smooth, gentle and well balanced. The tip of the tongue detects traces of 
salt suggesting Skye; a trace of walnuts; the sweet-dry balance is well contrived and 
prevents the whisky cloying; the finish is satisfyingly extenuated. 
Overall impression is full-bodied and civilised; ideal for evening, 
even post-prandial drinking. 


