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Violence Against Women Act 

Protection Order Definition 

18 U.S.C. § 2266 

(5) Protection order.—The term “protection order” includes— 

(A) any injunction, restraining order, or any other order issued by a civil or criminal court for 
the purpose of preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment against, sexual 
violence, or contact or communication with or physical proximity to, another person, 
including any temporary or final order issued by a civil or criminal court whether obtained 
by filing an independent action or as a pendente lite order in another proceeding so long as 
any civil or criminal order was issued in response to a complaint, petition, or motion filed 
by or on behalf of a person seeking protection; and 

(B) any support, child custody or visitation provisions, orders, remedies or relief issued as 
part of a protection order, restraining order, or injunction pursuant to State, tribal, 
territorial, or local law authorizing the issuance of protection orders, restraining orders, or 
injunctions for the protection of victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, dating 
violence, or stalking. 

 

Relationship Guidance 

18 U.S.C. § 2266 

(7) Spouse or intimate partner.—The term “spouse or intimate partner” includes— 

(A) for purposes of— 

(i) sections other than 2261A— 

(I) a spouse or former spouse of the abuser, a person who shares a child in common with 
the abuser, and a person who cohabits or has cohabited as a spouse with the abuser; or 

(II) a person who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with 
the abuser, as determined by the length of the relationship, the type of relationship, and 
the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship; and 

(ii) section 2261A— 

(I) a spouse or former spouse of the target of the stalking, a person who shares a child in 
common with the target of the stalking, and a person who cohabits or has cohabited as a 
spouse with the target of the stalking; or 



   
 

 

(II) a person who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with 
the target of the stalking, as determined by the length of the relationship, the type of the 
relationship, and the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the 
relationship.[1] 

(B) any other person similarly situated to a spouse who is protected by the domestic or 
family violence laws of the State or tribal jurisdiction in which the injury occurred or where 
the victim resides. 

Full Faith and Credit 

18 U.S.C. § 2265 

(a) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.— 

Any protection order issued that is consistent with subsection (b) of this section by the 
court of oneState, Indian tribe, or territory (the issuing State, Indian tribe, or territory) 
shall be accorded full faith and credit by the court of another State, Indian tribe, or 
territory (the enforcing State, Indian tribe, or territory) and enforced by the court and law 
enforcement personnel of the other State, Indian tribal government or Territory [1] as if it 
were the order of the enforcing State or tribe. 

(b) PROTECTION ORDER.—A protection order issued by a State, tribal, or territorial court is 
consistent with this subsection if— 

(1) such court has jurisdiction over the parties and matter under the law of such State, 
Indian tribe, or territory; and 

(2) reasonable notice and opportunity to be heard is given to the person against whom 
the order is sought sufficient to protect that person’s right to due process. In the case of 
ex parte orders, notice and opportunity to be heard must be provided within the time 
required by State, tribal, or territorial law, and in any event within a reasonable time after 
the order is issued, sufficient to protect the respondent’s due process rights. 

(c) CROSS OR COUNTER PETITION.—A protection order issued by a State, tribal, or territorial 
court against one who has petitioned, filed a complaint, or otherwise filed a written 
pleading for protection against abuse by a spouse or intimate partner is not entitled to 
full faith and credit if— 

(1) no cross or counter petition, complaint, or other written pleading was filed seeking 
such a protection order; or 

(2) a cross or counter petition has been filed and the court did not make specific findings 
that each party was entitled to such an order. 

(d) NOTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION.— 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2265#fn002163
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-123686759-1416750994&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265


   
 

 

(1) NOTIFICATION.— 

A State, Indian tribe, or territory according full faith and credit to an order by a court of 
another State, Indian tribe, or territory shall not notify or require notification of the party 
against whom a protection order has been issued that the protection order has been 
registered or filed in that enforcing State, tribal, or territorial jurisdiction unless 
requested to do so by the party protected under such order. 

(2) NO PRIOR REGISTRATION OR FILING AS PREREQUISITE FOR ENFORCEMENT.— 

Any protection order that is otherwise consistent with this section shall be accorded full 
faith and credit, notwithstanding failure to comply with any requirement that the order 
be registered or filed in the enforcing State, tribal, or territorial jurisdiction. 

(3) LIMITS ON INTERNET PUBLICATION OF REGISTRATION INFORMATION.— 

A State, Indian tribe, or territory shall not make available publicly on the Internet any 
information regarding the registration, filing of a petition for, or issuance of a protection 
order, restraining order, or injunction in either the issuing or enforcing State, tribal or 
territorial jurisdiction, if such publication would be likely to publicly reveal the identity or 
location of the party protected under such order. A State, Indian tribe, or territory may 
share court-generated and law enforcement-generated information contained in secure, 
governmental registries for protection order enforcement purposes. The prohibition 
under this paragraph applies to all protection orders for the protection of a person 
residing within a State, territorial, or Tribal jurisdiction, whether or not the protection 
order was issued by that State, territory, or Tribe. 

(e) TRIBAL COURT JURISDICTION.— 

For purposes of this section, a court of an Indian tribe shall have full civil jurisdiction to 
issue and enforce protection orders involving any person, including the authority to 
enforce any orders through civil contempt proceedings, to exclude violators from Indian 
land, and to use other appropriate mechanisms, in matters arising anywhere in the 
Indian country of the Indian tribe (as defined in section 1151) or otherwise within the 
authority of the Indian tribe. 

 

 

Oklahoma Laws and Definitions 

 

Uniform Interstate Enforcement of Domestic Violence Protection Orders Act 

22 OK Stat § 60.22 (2025) 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-80204913-1416750993&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-680759481-1416750996&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:110A:section:2265
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-1916122797-1416750997&term_occur=999&term_src=


   
 

 

As used in the Uniform Interstate Enforcement of Domestic Violence Protection 
Orders Act:  

1. “Foreign protection order” means a protection order issued by a tribunal of another 
state; 

2. “Issuing state” means the state whose tribunal issues a protection order;  

3. “Mutual foreign protection order” means a foreign protection order that includes 
provisions in favor of both the protected individual seeking enforcement of the order 
and the respondent; 

4. “Protected individual” means an individual protected by a protection order; 

5. “Protection order” means an injunction or other order, issued by a tribunal under 
the domestic violence, family violence, or anti-stalking laws of the issuing state, to 
prevent an individual from engaging in violent or threatening acts against, 
harassment of, contact or communication with, or physical proximity to, another 
individual; 

6. “Respondent” means the individual against whom enforcement of a protection 
order is sought; 

7. “State” means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
the United States Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States. The term includes an Indian tribe or band that has 
jurisdiction to issue protection orders; and 

8. “Tribunal” means a court, agency, or other entity authorized by law to issue or 
modify a protection order. 

 
 

22 OK Stat § 60.23 (2025)  
Judicial Enforcement of Foreign Protection Order. 
  



   
 

 

A. A person authorized by the law of this state to seek enforcement of a protection order may 
seek enforcement of a valid foreign protection order in a tribunal of this state. The tribunal 
shall enforce the terms of the order, including terms that provide relief that a tribunal of this 
state would lack power to provide but for this section. The tribunal shall enforce the order, 
whether the order was obtained by independent action or in another proceeding, if it is an 
order issued in response to a complaint, petition, or motion filed by or on behalf of an 
individual seeking protection. In a proceeding to enforce a foreign protection order, the 
tribunal shall follow the procedures of this state for the enforcement of protection orders.  

B. A tribunal of this state may not enforce a foreign protection order issued by a tribunal of a 
state that does not recognize the standing of a protected individual to seek enforcement of 
the order. 

C. A tribunal of this state shall enforce the provisions of a valid foreign protection order 
which govern custody and visitation, if the order was issued in accordance with the 
jurisdictional requirements governing the issuance of custody and visitation orders in the 
issuing state. 

D. A foreign protection order is valid if it: 

1. Identifies the protected individual and the respondent; 

2. Is currently in effect; 

3. Was issued by a tribunal that had jurisdiction over the parties and subject matter under 
the law of the issuing state; and 

4. Was issued after the respondent was given reasonable notice and had an opportunity to 
be heard before the tribunal issued the order or, in the case of an order ex parte, the 
respondent was given notice and has had or will have an opportunity to be heard within a 
reasonable time after the order was issued, in a manner consistent with the rights of the 
respondent to due process. 

E. A foreign protection order valid on its face is prima facie evidence of its validity. 

F. Absence of any of the criteria for validity of a foreign protection order is an affirmative 
defense in an action seeking enforcement of the order. 

G. A tribunal of this state may enforce provisions of a mutual foreign protection order which 
favor a respondent only if: 



   
 

 

1. The respondent filed a written pleading seeking a protection order from the tribunal of the 
issuing state; and 

2. The tribunal of the issuing state made specific findings in favor of the respondent. 

 
22 OK Stat § 60.24 (2025) 
Nonjudicial enforcement of foreign protection order.  

A. A law enforcement officer of this state, upon determining that there is probable cause to 
believe that a valid foreign protection order exists and that the order has been violated, 
shall enforce the order as if it were the order of a tribunal of this state. Presentation of a 
protection order that identifies both the protected individual and the respondent and, on 
its face, is currently in effect constitutes probable cause to believe that a valid foreign 
protection order exists. For the purposes of this section, the protection order may be 
inscribed on a tangible medium or may have been stored in an electronic or other medium 
if it is retrievable in perceivable form. Presentation of a certified copy of a protection order 
is not required for enforcement.  

B. If a foreign protection order is not presented, a law enforcement officer of this state may 
consider other information in determining whether there is probable cause to believe that a 
valid foreign protection order exists. 

C. If a law enforcement officer of this state determines that an otherwise valid foreign 
protection order cannot be enforced because the respondent has not been notified or 
served with the order, the officer shall inform the respondent of the order, make a 
reasonable effort to serve the order upon the respondent, and allow the respondent a 
reasonable opportunity to comply with the order before enforcing the order. 

D. Registration or filing of an order in this state is not required for the enforcement of a valid 
foreign protection order pursuant to this act. 

 

22 OK Stat § 60.25 (2025) 
Registration of foreign orders - Certified copy - Inaccurate orders - Affidavits - Fee.  

A. Any individual may register a foreign protection order in this state. To register a foreign 
protection order, an individual shall:  

1. Present a certified copy of the order to the Secretary of State; or 



   
 

 

2. Present a certified copy of the order to a law enforcement officer and request that the 
order be registered with the Secretary of State. 

B. Upon receipt of a foreign protection order, the Secretary of State shall register the order 
in accordance with this section. After the order is registered, the Secretary of State shall 
furnish to the individual registering the order a certified copy of the registered order. 

C. The Secretary of State shall register an order upon presentation of a copy of a protection 
order which has been certified by the issuing state. A registered foreign protection order that 
is inaccurate or is not currently in effect must be corrected or removed from the registry in 
accordance with the law of this state. 

D. An individual registering a foreign protection order shall file an affidavit by the protected 
individual stating that, to the best of the protected individual’s knowledge, the order is 
currently in effect. 

E. A foreign protection order registered under this act may be entered in any existing state or 
federal registry of protection orders, in accordance with applicable law. 

F. A fee may not be charged for the registration of a foreign protection order. 

 
22 OK Stat § 60.26 (2025) 
Immunity from Liability 
This state or a local governmental agency, or a law enforcement officer, prosecuting 
attorney, clerk of court, or any state or local governmental official acting in an official 
capacity, is immune from civil and criminal liability for an act or omission arising out of the 
registration or enforcement of a foreign protection order or the detention or arrest of an 
alleged violator of a foreign protection order if the act or omission was done in good faith in 
an effort to comply with this act. 

 

Oklahoma Court Rules 

Ok. Stat. Ann. T. 12, Ch. 2, App., Rule 30 
Rule 30. Standards for Recognition of Judicial Proceedings in Tribal Courts--Full Faith and 
Credit 
A. Standards 
(1) “Tribal Court” means any court or constitutionally established tribunal of any federally 
recognized Indian nation, tribe, pueblo, band, or Alaska Native village, duly established 



   
 

 

under federal law or tribal law, including Courts of Indian Offenses organized pursuant to 
Title 25, Part 11 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
(2) “Judicial Officer” means any judge, justice, magistrate or other officer duly seated and 
authorized under federal or tribal law to resolve disputes and enter tribal judgments in a 
tribal court. 
(3) “Tribal Judgment” means any final written judgment, decree or order of a tribal court 
duly signed by a judicial officer and filed in a Tribal Court. 
B. Recognition of Tribal Judgments--Full Faith and Credit. The district courts of the State 
of Oklahoma shall grant full faith and credit and cause to be enforced any tribal judgment 
where the tribal court that issued the judgment grants reciprocity to judgments of the 
courts of the State of Oklahoma, provided, a tribal court judgment shall receive no greater 
effect or full faith and credit under this rule than would a similar or comparable judgment 
of a sister state. 
C. Listing of Tribal Courts Granting Reciprocity. A list of the tribal courts that grant full 
faith and credit to the courts of the State of Oklahoma shall be maintained by the 
Administrative Office of the Courts. Any tribal court may provide the Administrative Office 
of the Courts a copy of the tribal ordinance, statute, court rule or other evidence that 
demonstrates that the tribal court grants reciprocity to the courts of the State of 
Oklahoma. 
D. Filing of Tribal Judgments. A copy of any tribal judgment authenticated in accordance 
with the applicable act of Congress or of the statutes of this state or the law of the tribe 
may be filed in the office of the district court clerk of any county of this state. The district 
court clerk shall treat the tribal judgment in the same manner as a judgment of the district 
court of any county of this state which may be enforced or satisfied in like manner. 
E. Notice of Filing 
(1) At the time of the filing of the tribal judgment with the district court clerk, the party filing 
the judgment or that party's attorney shall make and file with the district court clerk an 
affidavit setting forth the name and last-known address of all parties in the action, 
including the name and last-known address of any party's attorney. 
(2) Promptly upon the filing of the tribal judgment and the affidavit, the district court clerk 
shall mail notice of the filing of the tribal court judgment to the party against whom the 
judgment was rendered at the address given and shall make a note of the mailing in the 
docket. The notice shall include the name and address of the party filing the judgment, and 
that party's attorney, if any. In addition, the party filing the judgment shall mail a notice of 
the filing of the judgment to the party against whom judgment was rendered and shall file 
an affidavit proving the mailing of the notice with the district court clerk within ten (10) days 
of the date that the tribal judgment was filed with the district court clerk. Failure of the 
district court clerk to mail the notice of filing of the judgment shall not affect the 



   
 

 

enforcement proceedings if an affidavit proving the mailing of the notice has been filed by 
the party filing the judgment. 
(3) No execution or other process for enforcement of a tribal court judgment filed 
hereunder shall issue until the affidavit proving the mailing of the notice has been filed with 
the district court clerk, and twenty (20) days have expired from the date the judgment was 
filed in the district court. 
 


	Rule 30. Standards for Recognition of Judicial Proceedings in Tribal Courts--Full Faith and Credit

