
TivoCFR is a wifi remote control for Tivo DVRs.  It is 
a fully functional remote on both iPhone and Apple 
Watch.  The app breaks the Tivo remote into 4 
pages.  Swipe left and right to page through the 
different sections of the remote.


TivoCFR is free to download.  After download, the 
app is usable for Page1 functions only.  In “initial” 
state use iPhone app to:


• Discover Tivo devices.

• Send Devices to Apple Watch.

• Change settings.

• Send Settings to the Apple Watch.

• Test functions before getting trial or purchasing.


Please reference the Initial Setup procedure below.
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Features: 

• The Apple Watch app is totally independent of 
the iPhone app1.  Deep press the Pause/Device 
button to switch Tivo devices.


• All Settings, Device discovery and Purchases are 
handled by the  iPhone app.


• Quick Play - (Apple Watch app only).  Used when 
fast forwarding or rewinding.  The Tivo device 
returns to play state the next time the watch is 
activated2.


• Grid Display - Turn on Grid Display to see how 
the grid fits iPhone or Apple Watch.
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General Usage: 
Most of the functionality of the remote (both iPhone 
and Watch OS) is straight forward with a few 
exceptions illustrated below:
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Initial Setup: 
TivoCFR uses network control so please make sure 
that all of your Tivo devices allow network-based 
remotes.  Go to Tivo > Settings > Remote > “Allow 
network-based remotes”.  Refer to your Tivo 
documentation for further help.


For best experience, setup the iPhone and Apple 
Watch App together:


1 Phone Open TivoCFR
2 Press Devices button3.
3 Accept local network usage.
4 Watch Open TivoCFR.
5 Phone Press SEND button.
6 Watch Wait for Device Update prompt.
7 Press OK on the prompt.
8 Deep Press Pause/Device 	
9 Choose the Tivo device.

10 Phone Choose the Tivo device.
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Check operation of the Page 1 functions on IPhone 
and Apple Watch apps.


After the initial setup is complete, go to Settings to 
start a free 7 day trial and unlock the full 4 page 
functionality of the app.  After the 7 day trial is 
complete, the app will return to the limited Page1 
functionality similar to the initial state.  Continue 
using the app in this limited state or go back to 
Settings to purchase the app and unlock the full 4 
page functionality.


Please note:


• The app can be purchased at any time before, 
during or after the trial period.


• If the app is ever reloaded, go to Settings to 
restore the Purchase status.  If the app is 
purchased, full rights will be automatically 
restored.  If the app was in trial mode, the 
remaining time will be restored.
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1. Due to limitations of Apple Watch Wi-Fi, the 
iPhone will still need to be on and connected to 
your watch.  The iPhone app does not need to 
be open for the Apple Watch app to function.  
The iPhone app is used for all settings, Tivo 
device discovery, and purchases.


2. Quick Play is a convenience feature that may be 
turned off in the iPhone app settings.  Since Tivo 
devices have no feedback during fast forward or 
rewind, the Apple Watch app has no way of 
knowing the mode of the Tivo DVR.  The play 
command will be sent the next time the watch is 
activated.  This may not be ideal at times such 
as when the DVR reaches live tv during fast 
forward.


3. If your Tivo Devices aren’t showing in the table, 
press the DISCOVER button.  Check the list of 
Tivo Devices.  If any are missing press the ADD 
button and add Name and IP address manually.
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