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As I am on vacation, I hope you will find this introduction to our new ELCA Presiding Bishop,
Yehiel Curry, enlightening. It comes from the St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Waukesha, Wiscon-
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Introducing Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry
The Rev. Yehiel Curry has been elected to serve as the next Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). He begins his six-year term on October 1, 2025, following
the ministry of Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. Bishop Curry is the first Black leader to hold this office
in the ELCA’s history.

Before his election, Curry served as bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, a position he has
held since 2019. His pastoral roots are in Shekinah Chapel Lutheran Church in Chicago, where
he began as a mission developer and later became pastor when the congregation was formally
organized. His path to ordination came through the Theological Education for Emerging Minis-
tries (TEEM) program, reflecting his commitment to ministry in diverse and changing contexts.
He holds degrees from Lewis University and the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and his
professional background includes social work, public education, and community organizing,.
These experiences have shaped a leadership style attentive to justice, inclusion, and equipping
others for service.

The role of Presiding Bishop carries wide responsibilities. The office provides spiritual and ad-
ministrative leadership to the whole church, chairing the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, Confer-
ence of Bishops, and Church Council. The Presiding Bishop oversees the churchwide staff and
budget, serves as pastor to the 65 synodical bishops, and represents the ELCA in ecumenical and
global partnerships. Alongside these formal duties, the office bears the calling to preach, teach,
and keep the church focused on its mission of sharing the gospel. This position was created in
1988 when the ELCA itself was formed through the merger of three Lutheran church bodies.
Herbert Chilstrom was elected the first Presiding Bishop, followed by George Anderson, Mark
Hanson, and most recently Elizabeth Eaton. Each has shaped the role in distinctive ways as the
church has navigated change, challenge, and new opportunities for ministry.

As he prepares to take up this office, Bishop Curry has spoken of his desire to invite more voices
into the church’s leadership, especially those who have not always been heard. He envisions a
church where both lay people and clergy are equipped to lead, particularly as many congrega-
tions adapt to new realities of size, staffing, and resources. His hope is for an ELCA that lives out
what it proclaims, not only in official documents but in everyday relationships and actions. We
give thanks for the faithful service of Bishop Eaton and pray for Bishop Curry as he steps into
this new role. His election marks an important moment in the life of our church, and his leader-
ship will help guide us as we continue to discern what it means to be Lutheran Christians in this
time and place.
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Thank you for your support of our Hot Times
Missions fundraiser. The $1,055 we raised
was split between Ashby House and Lutheran
World Relief. Missions Team

Thank you to everyone who donated items,
made baked goods, helped set up and clean
up for our annual Rummage and Bake Sale on
September 27. We made $1,300 for the
church’s general fund. It was a good time for
everyone. Rummage Sale Committee

Special thank you to Dorothy Hanna and all
the volunteers for a delicious meal to kick
off our Season of Gratitude. Also to the Min-
istry Teams for their creative booths that pro-
vided information on their contribution to the
church operations. If you missed this meal,
don’t miss the brunch in on November 23,
We are grateful for your presence at Immanu-
el.

Mark Roberts, Stewardship Team

Thank you Steve & Tracy Schneider for taking
the Lutheran World Relief Personal Care and
School kits to the in-gathering at St. John’s.
Your help was greatly appreciated.

Thank you to Carol Ann Sloo for covering the
office October 15-16 while Pastor and Mindy
were at the Fall Theological Conference. Your
willingness to serve is a gift.

Thank you to Shirley Milleson for faithfully
assembling the The Messenger each month.
Your dedication is a blessing to the church.

Thank you to Connie Beisner for helping with
the Messy Church meal every month. Your
support of the youth and education ministry
at Immanuel means so much to our young
families.

#SeasonOfGratitude

' The Finance  Ministry
BUI% ﬁﬁin@ Team is building the budg-

forNextYear et for the 2026 calendar

year. Per our constitution,
the congregation will not be voting on the budg-
et until the January 2026 annual meeting. At the
November Finance Ministry Team meeting we
will be voting on a budget to recommend to the
Council. Council will then vote on the budget for
consideration by the congregation. You will re-
ceive a copy of the proposal prior to the annual
meeting in accordance with the constitution. If
you have any suggestions for the budget, please
contact one of the Finance Ministry Team mem-
bers now. In addition, you are welcome to attend
our next meeting on November 3, 2025 at 5:30
p.m. at the church. The Finance Ministry Team
members are: Gary Arpin, Treasurer; Steve Mi-
chael; Corlene Lange; Dorothy Hanna; and Pas-
tor Jacque.

Congregation Council Action
from August & September 2025:

Approved purchase of ELW Accompaniment
Edition: Liturgies (Organ).

Discussed replacement of flat roof. Bids will be
solicited.

Giving Thanks for All Things

It’s easy to list the blessings in life:
good health, family, a satisfying
career, a comfortable home. We
might even be thankful for things
others take for granted such as
freedom and clean drinking water,
reliable transportation and food
enough to eat. Then there are the little things,
such as gardens, sunrises, pets and coffee.

But what about life’s storms or unanswered
prayers? Should we be thankful for these? Loss
and hardship remind us of our dependence on
God. The trials in our lives draw us closer to
God, to show us that God is our rock and refuge.
In misfortune and grief, we discover God’s com-
fort and strength. Should we not, then, be thank-
ful for the storms, too?



Daylight Saving
ends November 2.
Make sure to set your clock
back 1 hour Saturday night
before you go to bed!

November 2
When we confess the
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Apostles’ Creed and pro- :é Eﬁ: 5
claim our belief in the
“communion of saints”, we s /v
remember all the saints,
famous or obscure, who have died and are at
rest with God. On All Saints’ Sunday, we espe-
cially remember those members who have died
in the last year: Terrell Olson, Jim Srna, Linda
Duffy, and Carolyn Willis.

Wednesday, Nov 5
5:30-7:00 pm
5:30 pm Dinner - hamburgers
6:00 pm Messy Activities
All ages are invited to get messy together
through games, crafts, singing, and Biblical
storytelling.

Altar Guild

Wednesday, November 19 at 5:15pm
Plans for Advent and Christmas will be made!

Saturday, November 22

Live Nativity * 1:00-2:30 pm
Immanuel’s Parking Lot
Volunteers are needed!

Please see the sign-up in the narthex.
Our Live Nativity is part of the
Salina Downtown Holiday Festival and
can be found on their schedule!

Parade of Lights
Please watch for more information on whether
we are doing a float with Redeemer and St.
John’s Lutheran churches. If we participate,
the parade begins at 6:00 pm.

Sunday, November 23

Please join us following worship on November
23, for a time of fellowship and a light brunch
featuring pancakes (regular and cornmeal) with
a choice of toppings (syrups, fruit compotes and
turkey gravy).

Through the weeks of November there will be
various opportunities to reflect upon God’s gen-
erosity towards us and consider how we may
thankfully respond with gifts of talents, time
and resources. Look for bulletin inserts about
ELCA outreach programs and personal devo-
tional reflections. During this time, we invite
you to write a brief “Thank you” note to God
expressing gratitude for gifts of particular im-
portance to you (names are optional). Blank
note cards will be available at the table in the
narthex as you enter the sanctuary and on the
small altar at the rear of the Chapel area. Cards
may be placed in the offering plate at Sunday
worship or brought to the brunch on November
2314 at which time the cards will be formally
received and dedicated. With permission, the
notes will be displayed on the Mission Team
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall through the
month of December.

I\, Thanksgiving Eve
(Q‘\}E Dinner & Worship
( Wed, November 26

5:30 pm Dinner ($5/person)
7:00 pm Worship with Communion
Reservations due by noon on Friday, Nov 21.
Call 825-4750 or email the church office.
Volunteers are needed to prepare the meal,
contact Mindy Tillberg if you can help.

The church office will be closed
November 11 and November 27-28.



NOVEMBER Worship Volunteers as of 10/23/2025

Nov 2
All Saints

Nov 9

Nov 16

Nov 23

Christ the King

Nov 26

Thanksgiving Eve

Nov 30

Greeter

Usher

iPad

Acolyte

Cantor

Henry Diehl

Ass’t Minister

Pam Michel

Henry Diehl

Lector

Children’s
Sermon

Sydney Bacon

Liz Diehl

Liz Diehl

Communion
Assistant

Altar Guild

Communion Care

Kathy Herron

Monica Davis &
Diana Looney

Connie Beisner

Fellowship
Hosts

DECEMBER Worship Volunteers as of 10/23/2025

Dec 7

Dec 14

Dec 21

Christmas Eve

Dec 24

Dec 28

Greeter

Usher

iPad

Acolyte

Cantor

Ass’t Minister

Lector

Children’s
Sermon

Communion
Assistant

Altar Guild

Communion Care

Fellowship Hosts




