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WELCOME!

BLAKTIVISM:  
HOW WE TRANSCEND
“I believe that we as a people tend to forget one thing: that people could 
only keep doing things to you as long as you let them. […] So for that not to 
persist, you need to be prepared to take action.”

Prof. Gus John.

African philosophy, Black owned business, Black supplementary schools, adult African education,  group 
economics, ‘pardna’/’susu’; use, transfer and preservation of our mother languages, culturally competent therapy 
and elderly care. Herein lie aspects of the expressions of Blaktivism. Far from menacing, Black Activism (Blaktivism) 
simply seeks to unlock our freedom, our liberation our nationhood, our power to affect change. The nexus between 
these few ‘areas of people activity’ is what being ‘prepared to take action’ looks like. 

Black activism should never be understood through the lens of global white supremacy, which invariably seeks to 
suppress and censure the idea. Instead it is the paradigm shift (from Eurocentric to Africentric) that will eventually 
reward us with our dues: when we become definers of our own reality and commanders of our destiny from a point 
of personal esteem and value, we then stand to lay hold of the wholesale changes to our collective condition that 
have eluded us for so long. 

Devices such as the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and UN International Decade for People of 
African Descent, Sustainable Development Goals are empty barrels that hold no answers. They divert our attention 
from the meaningful self-defined work of healing and establishing our own institutions. Unless we heal and come 
to a place of clarity where we are no longer deluding ourselves, we continue to tread water.

The inaugural Africa-CARICOM summit held in September, signals what Blaktivism could look like at “Nation State” 
scale, where we are able to preside over our resources, exert greater control over our political economy and displace 
the Global North’s exploitative function in our affairs.  

Between Nealy Fuller Junior, Frances Cress Welsing, Marimba Ani, Dr Amos Wilson, William Cross, Claud Anderson 
and others, , we have a comprehensive body of knowledge that offers the scaffolding, upon which we build firm 
structures and institutions – a nation.

Without firmly rooted organised works  we have no alternative but to continue as a people enslaved to the 
oppressors system that has no regard for merit, equity or justice:

‘[…] even the abolition of slavery would not end black oppression or racial antagonism, because the stigma of 
servitude would have become attached to their easily  observable “distinguishing mark.”’ Thus the skin colour of 
blacks would remind not only whites but also blacks of their former slave status, causing many whites to have 
contempt for blacks and some black to have self-contempt.’
Shelby, T. (2003). 

All of this to say, may we never get too comfortable as guests in another man’s house. No matter how much we 
have spent, toiled to make this house the pride and admiration of the land, we do not stand to gain any immediate 
benefit or long term inheritance. We have adorned the owner’s house with our most choice possessions – our 
material capabilities -  and neglected our house, to a state of disrepair. Only when we begin to recognise our value 
can the rebuild begin.

The Black Knowledge Society remains resolute in its commitment to signposting and elevating the people and 
resources that promote our collective healing and sovereignty.

The 15 voices selected for this first anniversary edition expose the very real possibility of nationhood, when we 
redirect our time and substance towards building our own house – as each of them have been doing. 

Of the estimated two billion plus African heritage people globally, were we to harness the strength in that number, 
the dent to the current global world order would be considerable; dare I say, REVOLUTIONARY! 

… Time has been waiting on us.

Our huge thanks again to all who contributed to make this edition what it is. May you be inspired.

Love & Light,

The Editor

http://wiwords.com/word/su-su
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/IntlYearPeopleAfricanDescent.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/IntlYearPeopleAfricanDescent.aspx
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EANoikCxoc
https://www.panafricanalliance.com/neely-fuller-jr-and-the-nine-major-areas-of-people-activity/
https://blackbooksmatter.com/black-history-makers-dr-frances-cress-welsing/
https://libyadiary.wordpress.com/2014/06/01/dr-marimba-ani-an-african-centered-critique-of-european-cultural-thought-and-behavior/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4-wyvA7ti4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wlS8uoo09c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNJfKgGDCjA
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3595691
https://www.yukonyouth.com/the-african-diaspora-what-is-it/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CRV99TVBcxm/
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INTERVIEWS
We asked 15 of our nation builders the same questions to open up and demystify activism, in their own words, from a place of lived experience, bringing it 
very much within reach of the average person of African genealogy. 

Africa and its Diaspora has for centuries built and/or financed many of the Global North nations today. Here, our contributors illustrate how they are 
directing their time, thoughts, energy and material resources to the repair and centering of a Black Nationalist agenda, and share their wisdom on how we 
can put our shoulder to the wheel.

Click play on the images to access each interview

Tyrone Smith

“If you are an African person anywhere in the world and you are 
somewhat aware of the situation going on globally, and you are 
not  building towards some sort of organisation, or organising 
something within your local community – in tandem with the 
global Black community – I kind of think, ‘what are you doing?’” 

Founder; Boukman Academy

Seun Kuti 

“There are very few things that we can add to the knowledge of our 
struggle today that those before us have not done – extensively so! 
I feel that this generation, just needs to use its talents to make the 
analysis African reality. That is our duty in this generation. Luckily 
for us, those before us have done the work to treat many of these 
toxic symptoms we have in our society.”

Artiste and Pro tem Chairman; Movement of the People

Shereen Daniels

“So I think sometimes there might be a pressure that comes with 
trying to live up to an ideal of what you think is activism. What I’m 
saying is, don’t watch what you think it should or shouldn’t be; it 
doesn’t matter. All you have to say to yourself is listen – just start 
to think about what are the wrongs that fundamentally is going to 
push you to confront your biggest fear to be part of the solution.”

Founder and CEO; HR-Rewired

https://youtu.be/fssgxBCJw4g
https://youtu.be/FaVvzp9jCOc
https://youtu.be/0160B7JXHbg


David Simon 

“We cannot wonder around this planet as adult Black people, not 
knowing our history, not knowing our economics, not knowing 
our psychology, not knowing our cosmology etc. So we all have to 
become research activists, and that means study. I study through 
books because that’s what I do […] Sometime we need to approach 
people, who we think are not activists differently, because I believe 
everybody is an activist if you can engage them, if you can include 
them in some way.”

Director; Simon Education

D’Juan Tunde Owens
 
“[…]They create the panic, and they sell the pill, so they’ll create the 
problem and highjack the revolution or highjack the reform, […] 
They will legitimise and credentialise African people and prop them 
up to create a veneer to other people, like ‘Hey, this is what the work 
looks like.’ So you have a lot of people running around in circles 
prioritising about silliness, prioritising goofy, meaningless things, 
that are never an afront to the power or monopoly of power”.

Self-defence Instructor and Pan-Africanist

Prof Lez Henry

“To me, I know the PhD is a tool it is no more important to me than 
learning to use a screwdriver a spanner or a drill properly when I 
was a plumber . “

Lecturer and Author

INTERVIEWS
Click on the images to access each interview 

https://youtu.be/fhk0e-4KCIY
https://youtu.be/a0woyp4RP44
https://youtu.be/sc382dHtOns
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Cheryl Phoenix 

“I am not going to wait for everyone else to join my camp before I 
get on and do something, I am going to get on and do what I need 
to do, because I see a vision and I want to act on it and I’m tired of 
hearing the chitter chatter”.

Founder and Director; The Black Child Agenda

Dwayne Morrison

“We must look forward; and we must be very focused on being 
productive. Let’s not be viewers or consumers of the problem; let’s 
play a part in the actual solution itself.”

Co-Founder; Reform Pursuit

Dr Sarah Webb   

“My activism is inspired by the younger version of myself who need 
the work that I am putting out there. My activism is inspired by all 
the other black girls like me and black women like me, who are 
looking for what I am offering, who are searching for a space to do 
some healing and my activism is also inspired by people of the past, 
two of them I have already mentioned, Angela Davis and Malcolm X”.

Lecturer and Founder; Colorism Healing

INTERVIEWS
Click on the images to access each interview 

https://youtu.be/pbRB34JLwL8
https://youtu.be/Acwbl2Rb4Gw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angela_Davis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_X
https://youtu.be/t9fcAA-gypA


Prof. Gus John  

“There will always be a need, for some of us at least, to be very 
very clear about our direction of travel; that puts us in a position of 
what I would call, political leadership. And you embrace that with 
humility, but also with affirmation and determination and begin to 
demonstrate to people that you can be trusted, because you have 
integrity and you are consistent.”

Author, Lecturer, Co-founder & Chair; Communities Empowerment 
Network

Robin Walker

“William Cross calls most of our community “pre-encounter” stage 
[…]  until they reach ‘Encounter’. An “Encounter” is a shocking 
personal trauma that hits them. Such as, they find out on Monday 
morning that their work colleagues organised a dinner over the 
weekend and nobody invited them […]whatever that shocking 
personal encounter is, it wakes you up. And that wakeup thing 
is where some people move to the next stage which he calls, 
“Immersion”. And that’s where people want to immerse themselves 
in Black history, heritage and culture… Now people are open at that 
particular point. 
When it comes to the general masses they’re usually not open until 
something like that  happens and I think for a lot of people the last 
big shocking encounter was watching the death of George Floyd […] 
And so a lot of people went into “Immersion stage after that. But it 
doesn’t happen for all people - and not everyone goes through an 
“Immersion” stage . There are people that once the anger cools they 
go back to “Pre-encounter” stage.

Historian and Author

Sophia Leach 

“My activism is inspired by love […]. For me personally I am a 
mother, I think about my kids. It’s almost like when you have that 
first conversation with your solicitor when you’re thinking about the 
legacy that you’re going to leave to your kids and making sure that 
they’re okay when you’re gone, and having that conversation about 
who you want to look after them. But one thing that people don’t 
think about as well, is what do we want them to continue living in 
and what would that world look like?”

Founder, Black Card Lottery

INTERVIEWS
Click on the images to access each interview 

https://youtu.be/nJ5aSzAJZro
https://youtu.be/Dp1tbDEEl74
https://youtu.be/gZEj_6qkXD0
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Bro Nia Imara 

“Some people think activism is signing a petition or putting 
something on social media. It helps in its little way but at the end 
of the day, your physical time in an organisation or your finance 
to help us actually build something will get us further. Constantly 
talking about things is just long! […] Everybody should select at least 
one organisation or African heritage charity and donate a fixed sum 
every month.”

Founder; National Association of Black Supplementary Schools

Jordan Jarett-Bryan

“I don’t think my life has been shaped by any form of activism, I 
think my life has been shaped by the pursuit of trying to be happy 
and making those around me and my people happy, in any way 
that I can. And I think that lends itself to a lot of the work I do at 
Blakademik, because I am trying to give Black people, who don’t 
usually get a platform or their voices heard, a chance to have their 
voices heard.”

Reporter and Founder; Blakademik

Dean Okai 

“[…] We’re not a colour. Our ethnicity is about our origins […] The 
ethical principles of ADPAC are the principles of Kwaanza. […]For 
me it’s not about terms anymore because we get so caught up in 
optics that we forget about the most important part, which is the 
function.”

Founder; ADPAC

INTERVIEWS
Click on the images to access each interview 

https://youtu.be/djP-DAgLcas
https://youtu.be/ZPZvbWH_OWU
https://youtu.be/-euSFkLjZIk
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Africa is an exciting place to visit, with expansive 
landscapes and remarkable views, the Motherland 
spans formidable tourist destinations and carries a 
compelling historical lineage.  

Located in the Gambia River, joining the Atlantic 
Ocean, Kunta Kinteh Island is the mouth of what 
was an important memorable, but painful period 
throughout Black history, a tangible visual of the 
brutal reality and impact of the African-European 
encounters from as early as the 15th century. 
Known by the novel and TV series, Roots,  Kunta 
Kinteh is based on the character and his experience, 
during the period of Chattel enslavement. 

The Kunta Kinteh Island with its six sites, has been 
subject to destruction on numerous occasions, it 
is extremely vulnerable to erosion and sadly the 
island is much smaller than its original size due 
to the effects of the river. Yet due to its significant 
historical landscape has remained a ruin landmark 
for all, specifically in the local community and 
the African Diaspora. It is legally protected as a 

national monument by the National Council of Arts 
and Culture act, 1989.

The atmosphere on this island is sure to be not 
only moving, but a humbling one, it is said to be 
easily accessed via the touristy areas of Gambia 
and popularly known as the ‘Roots tour.  Included 
in the tour is a trip to the nearby villages and a 
museum. On visiting the island today, the ruins of 
colonialism and slavery are still very much evident, 
there are caves, prisons and cannons standing 
in their military positions. Fated to trigger great 
sentiment, the thought of standing on the soil 
where our ancestors touched is truly emotional, 
be sure to pause and say a prayer or meditation for 
the ancestors in acknowledgment of their pain and 
struggle towards our liberties today.

If you are interested in this cultural exposure visit 
be sure to check out the different packages by 
clicking this link.

SHIFTING  
PERSPECTIVES ON 
THE CONTINENT By Aletha Simpson

Landmark: Kunte Kinteh island

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sH28AWjyIIM
https://theculturetrip.com/africa/the-gambia/articles/exploring-the-gambias-kunta-kinte-island/
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FIVE LINKS TO… By Esther Ademosu

RESOURCES DIRECTORY 

1. The National Association of Black Supplementary 
Schools (NABSS) is the central resource for  information 
on African-centred education providers nationwide. 

The revolution has multiple dimensions, education of our 
children is the most fundamental. They are the successor and 
inheritors of what we build today. Find out where your local 
supplementary school is located, do your due diligence and 
enrol your child to ensure they are equipped with rounded 
education they need and deserve. 

2. Why the West Should Pay Reparations for Slavery 
This 2019 debate -  in which Esther Stanford-Xosei and 
Kehinde Andrews intellectually pummel opponents, 

Tony Sewell and Katharine Birbalsingh -  is a timely reflection, 
in view of the current iteration of platitudes within the UN 
community. Some 20 years on from the UNWCAR and the 
Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, are we really 
engaged with the true meaning of reparatory justice?

3. Simon Education: The ABC of African history: a four week 
online course for families  
The ABC of African History and the Magical Green Box is an 

online interactive course that takes families and children on an amazing 
journey.

This course uses a variety of stunning imagery, informative text, 
multiple choice questions, memory exercises and thinking skill 
exercises to help all participants explore 250,000 years of Black 
history. All attendees are taking on this journey by two fantastic child 
superheroes. 
 
The first module of this four week course is free to attend for families 
and children. The following three modules require a donation in order 
to attend. 
 
The aims of the course are to:
 •  allow all participants the opportunity to explore Black history in an 

informative way that develops family learning.
 • develop family research skills in the field of Black history.
 •  allow the adult members of families the opportunity to consider 

Black history as a personal and community development tool.

4. New Beacon Books
Now that we are finally out and about again,  why not stop by New Beacon Books, the UK’s longest running independent book store specialising in 
African Caribbean literature, cards and artwork. Founded by John La Rose and his partner Sarah White, the bookshop a functional monument, steeped 

in Black British history. If the walls could speak they would surely narrate fascinating accounts of political organising, activism and of carefully curated 
recreational events of artistic expression, spanning its near 60 years’ presence in North London. 

“You can’t build a revolution with no education.” 
– FRED HAMPTON

https://www.nabss.org.uk/
https://www.nabss.org.uk/
https://www.nabss.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HboI2t5_M4I
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-abc-of-african-history-a-four-week-online-course-for-families-tickets-165881340555?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-abc-of-african-history-a-four-week-online-course-for-families-tickets-165881340555?aff=ebdssbeac
https://www.newbeaconbooks.com/
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5.UWL - MA; Global Black Studies, Decolonisation and Social 
Justice  Enrol 2021 or 2022
 

TBKS spoke with Prof. William Lez Henry to understand what makes 
this Masters programme a worthwhile undertaking for the community 
activist:  

There are those who believe the state and all its instruments and 
institutions (including state education), inherently present a challenge 
to the African-centred liberatory framework. What’s your response?   

This is unequivocally and irrefutably true because the organs of the 
racist state and society we dwell in, at every level, are anti African 
and were deliberately formulated and subsequently deployed 
for this to remain in place in perpetuity. That is why it is not 
happenstance or coincidental that anywhere we go on this planet, 
as peoples of African ancestry we, as Minister Malcolm X stated, 
‘catch the same hell’, simply because of the skin we are in. This 
happens to be the theme of my next publication; ALWAYS OUT: I 
HAVE NO CLOSET TO HIDE IN. TALES FROM INSIDE MY BLACK 
SKIN within which I explain in various ways what it means to be 
born, raised and consistently dehumanised, disenfranchised and 
disaffected in the womb of a scornful ‘mother country’. What this 
means is our most pressing concerns as Africans, black people, 
global majority or whatsoever, are premised upon challenging and 
transcending institutional and systemic racism that is maintained 
by global white supremacist thought and action.

How does this course speak to Blaktivism?
This one is very simply put and eloquently captured by our great 
ancestor Chinua Achebe who reminded us that; “If as African 
people we don’t tell our own stories, we will disappear!

Why Global Black Studies, Decolonisation and Social Justice - and 
why now? 
With all of the talk of decolonising the curriculum, the 
wrongheaded takes on many things, from Black Lives Matter, and 
Critical Race Theory, to what white privilege actually represents, 
I wanted to create an MA level course that enables anyone who 
is interested in the hidden machinations of the racist, nonblack 
movers and shakers, who belong to the 8% minority of the global 
population, but arguably control 85% of the planet’s resources; 
financially, religiously, intellectually etc. etc. 

The only way we can make sense out of this is unseemly 
predicament is to study it in a fashion that disrupts and untangles 
the ways we have been programmed to think about the process of 
racialisation and social justice, and how they perpetuate myriad 
forms of global inequalities. Thus anyone who takes this MA will 
be in a position to utilise what they bring to the table, intellectually 
and experientially, to reason through the social, cultural, historical, 
racial and political aspects of contemporary like in the UK. Doing 
so creates a space for more open and honest discussions to be 
forthcoming, thus enabling a more informed understanding and 
appreciation of why certain groups are invariably represented as the 
racialised ‘black other’ to the ‘nonblack self’. 

Of equal importance, the degree will not be African American 
focused which, for many valid reasons, is often the case with what 
we experience under the banner of ‘black studies’. Rather, our focus 
will speak to the lived experiences of  peoples from across the black 
diaspora who dwell within the UK, for this represents a unique 
mixture of what it means to be black in the 21st century. I state this 
because we in many ways take for granted that in the UK we, meet 
on a daily basis, folk from the four corners of the globe who will 
identify as black. 

You arguably do not find this experience anywhere else on this 
planet, in my humble opinion, and this is readily explained as a 
consequence of the historical fact that at one point in time, ‘the 
sun never sets on the British Empire’. The point is many of us who 
are regarded as racialised others in the UK, are the products of the 
unconscionable brutal systems of African Chattel Enslavement, 
Indian Indenture-ship, Colonisation and Imperialism, which 
therefore explains our emphasis on the Global, that will be at the 
forefront of this MA. In fact, myself and my two colleagues from the 
University of West London, Dr Tricia Tikasingh and Dr Stuart Isaacs, 
believe that this is a crucial strength in our offer and encapsulates 
why the MA will facilitate progress to be made in our contemporary 
struggles to create an equitable society, for all, in practical and 
doable ways.’

Activist, Olive Morris 

https://www.uwl.ac.uk/course/postgraduate/global-black-studies-decolonisation-and-social-justice?start=266&option=33
https://www.uwl.ac.uk/course/postgraduate/global-black-studies-decolonisation-and-social-justice?start=266&option=33
https://www.uwl.ac.uk/course/postgraduate/global-black-studies-decolonisation-and-social-justice?start=266&option=33
https://www.waterstones.com/book/always-out-i-have-no-closet-to-hide-in/william-lez-henry/9780955409448
https://www.waterstones.com/book/always-out-i-have-no-closet-to-hide-in/william-lez-henry/9780955409448
https://www.waterstones.com/book/always-out-i-have-no-closet-to-hide-in/william-lez-henry/9780955409448
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/blog/black-history-month-power-olive-morris

