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This headline is straight
from the Vision Statement
of the Cody Heritage Mu-
seum, and also the perfect
title for this retrospective
from President Emeritus,
Marge Wilder:

This is a VERY SPECIAL
honor for me to write a re-
view for the very first issue
of the Cody Heritage Mu-
seum’s “Heritage News” and
it is my privilege to write as
President Emeritus.

As we all know, it’s been a
long, rocky road from the
first meeting in January 2007
when a committee was
formed to start planning a
Cody Museum through to
July of 2018 when we finally
opened our doors. A Board
of Directors was formed and
formal Articles of Incorpora-
tion as a 501¢3 non-profit
and Bylaws were set in place
with the able assistance of
attorney Ed Webster.
Throughout the years of
renovation, most of the
Board’s time and effort was
directed at fundraising

The first fundraising project
was creating a deck of play-
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ing cards that featured 54
historic photos of early
Cody. Cards were funded
by sponsorship from indi-
viduals and businesses and
decks sold for $12. Decks
are still available through
our Heritage Gifts store.

A black and white film “Rex,
the Wonder Horse”, owned
by Bob Berry, was‘loaned to
the Museum Board to show
as a fundraiser. The next
year, we showed two other
black and white movies one
of which was “The Last Wil-
derness” which highlighted
the Wapiti area and was
filmed by Cody country pio-
neer, Ned Frost.

We hosted a wine tasting
event combined with the
raffle of a watercolor paint-
ing of the historic Old Faith-
ful Inn done by Robin Berry.

During March Madness in
2015, the Museum showed a
movie of the 1943-UW bas-
ketball NIT championship
game, held at the VFW,
along with a silent auction.
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Mick Barrus volunteered his
service for 2015 to conduct
a Capital Campaign which
increased our dwindling
bank account a great deal.
This campaign included
challenges from several CHS
classes.

Board member Bettie Marie
Daniels arranged two per-
formances of the Bar ]
Wranglers from Jackson, in
2016 and 2018.

Our “Celebrating Cody Heri-
tage” event, in April of 2017,
featured a silent auction of
historic items, including
memorabilia from Husky Oil
and jewelry from a Husky
employee daughter. Held in
the Cody Auditorium, the
event featured information
about the family panels
which are now on display in
the Museum. There was a
fashion display of historic
clothing from Cody’s past,
samples of authentic types
of food made from actual
recipes of early Cody resi-
dents, and a children’s cor-
ner with games from bygone
days. The interest in Cody
history that the Museum is
meant to showcase and pre-
serve truly increased as a
result of the 22 families and
21 churches and businesses
that participated in this
wonderful event.

— continued on p. 6
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Display :

“Cody Grows
1910—1916

— Lynn Houze, Director & Curator

With our opening to the pub-
lic on May 12", 2018, we
started a new chapter in the
life of the Cody Heritage Mu-
seum. We've had quite a
roller coaster ride getting the
museum opened. We lost our
original designer unexpect-
edly, a mere three months
after he first saw the DeMaris
House. His inspired design of
a serpentine pathway
throughout the first floor
maximized our very limited
space and we were fortunate
to find another designer who
agreed to stay true to that
original design, while adding
his own special touches. De-
signer Dan Joyce has now
made several trips here to

HERITAGE GARDEN

Cody and took a helpful,
hands-on approach to in-
stalling the exhibits that was
much appreciated.

Finding artifacts to exhibit
was a challenge and still
continues to be! Our exhibit
cases are relatively small
which limits us as to what
we can accept for display,
and there aren't many ob-
jects that have survived from
the late 19™ and early 20"
centuries. Over the winter, I
have re-worked a couple of
our displays, along with con-
tinuing the accessioning
process for all our holdings
with the able assistance of
some of our volunteers. If

you have something you
think we can use, please
don't hesitate to get in touch
with me. See the back page
for my contact information.

One way that we're able to
share a more detailed his-
tory of the area is through
the “Family Panels.” De-
scendents of early Cody
families are telling their fam-
ily's history through photos
and writings which are then
displayed in a flip frame.
We still have some frames
to fill, if you are interested in
contributing.

— continued on p.5

Over the years, the Museum has been gifted some larger artifacts that require an outdoor area for display. Thus, the
Heritage Garden idea, for the west side of the museum building, was born. A committee, headed by Board members
Geri Hockhalter and Jean Wilder, has been working on plans over the winter and it is going to be a phenomenal addition
to the museum exterior.

The first element is the large, wooden highway sign from the historic Halfway Stage Stop location on the Meeteetse high-
way. Also donated for display in the garden is a “Fresno slip”, similar to those used to dig the Cody Canals. [Donated
by Maryann & Chet Gorski of the South Fork].

Plans have been drawn for us by Bobbie Holder, Native Element Landscape Designer. The garden will be planted with
native species. Four log benches will be used [Donated by Mark Nelson, Nelson Log Restoration]. We've also acquired
four historic wagon wheels that belonged to Sanford Watkins of Cody, dating back to 1906 [Donated by Racheal and
Chris Williams]. The garden will be created in three phases over a three-year period, with the ground-breaking to take
place this summer. The Cody Heritage Museum would like anyone with a great love of gardening to join us in creating
this first phase. All volunteers who would like to help build, plant, maintain and promote the Cody Heritage Garde are
welcome at any phase of the project. Call Geri at XXX-XXXX

HERITAGE GIFTS

Heritage Gifts has a new manager, Geri
Hockhalter, and she has begun to add a few
new things to our great inventory for 2019

of books and DVDs, vintage and modern
postcards, maps and so much more.

So — come have a look and buy a bit of
Cody’ heritage.

We have added new color tees and hats in
fun blues, greens, and reds..

We have great gifts for those who love

Cody, Wyoming — and members, remember
your 10% discount!

Our new colorful

e el e As always, we will have a fantastic selection







