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Minutes - GGRS March 22, 2025 Annual Business Meeting

At approximately 12:30 p. m. GGRS Past President, Terrg Mar
at P®ksovliitnaol i an Restaurant, Kennesaw, GA.

Election iagfer@fyf iMmeems ng resigned as President of the Geor gl
presence of GGRS Board Members Dennis Bass, Pam Williamsor
by phone and acceptAdd tiwhdemageodli @agas Boéasni derts, presented a
Ted Yarborough, President; Terry Manning, Treasurer; Pam V
Ginny Manning, and Dan Steidle A vote was taken and wunar
Me mber-Ekieguti ve Board Member and Membership Coordinator,
have 84 amily memberships and 10 outstanding renewal s.

il f

[ roadéearref welhe Yeaor strong nominations,
s were presented:

Rail roaderiwds tdaawarYyeeemd t o Ginny Manning for the work s
done to grow and retain membership by attending GGRS e
member ship table to promote the Society.
Rail road Fami-wasofawaheedeao Peter and Lori Thomas for
participation at Club | ayouts (Paw Patrol, touch me tr
train clubs) serving as Web Master, and al ways promot.i
Convenittihemrse are 2 conventions this year
Nati on Garden RaiiJlumay2 2@o @@e&mStaimemt o, &SCA.o n vieitsi oyne acrar i s an
The Sacramento Valley Railroad Society is working onbuwt di s
t wo .
Big Train OperatoéodulCiVu¥zCenyeseboogi a. Ted Yarborough has
tours and 1:1 train rides. To attend the convention,Asyou
the convention i sé&r ih@alvte hlersd riom gGecdGrREI g,r elsetn c e .
2025 CIl ub- TMeee tfiinrgsst Club MeetinfhoftBe@26hati Wor bk Bepdt Apr T
conjunction with the Model Train Expo. GGRS will setpop tv
to run trains throughout the day for visitors to twdlldepot
have her Easter | ayotwttyilr ddadiotuitan to the Club free
Club LaVbetese are ongoing discussions about GGRS sponsored
wooden modules that could be configured to fit the dpace v
reduced, the |l arge wooden modules were -aitoyll®nilg&yowmteeedeldn alt
modul es were dismantled. We are now expl9o9trtyhg tagoudeat oft
Society Member.
The ViDeensni s Bass gave an-agpeaGwionet LoQ@inwiityh Ram k9o ank e oo r
garden railroad. Trains r-umotonbonivedge.l, 09Ovdralt GERShaekbe
trains*ammStahteuriday of the month from 10: 00 A. M. 2: 00 P. M.
with spipng net@amdnt hly running of t hentaridi4rbsa.ss delagd®dad | c an
7942 Due to park renovation the Vines Railroad maydae cl o
Mi scel lidoboukees showcased his book on his $SeutmhermjRa&i | Isd
2006 when it was moved toGtheehetbescdbogpaed. anfl foyoshbal
yard tours).
Roy Williamson advised the membership on a couple of i ssuc€e
The Springfield Massachusetts 2026 National Garden Rainl way
l ayouts, no banquet or train rides.

The May GGRS Club Meeting in HutnatSeva@® ¢é eMedtLups beiaddbiide
Nashvi IGlag ®Ramelar oader s and t he Al abama Boys (they do not ha

The GGRS Club MErafmgi laitt ¥ hwi Inlewbe hel d in November.

At approximately 12:45 p.m. the meeting was adjourned; | ur
Respectfully submitted,
Pam Williamson, Secretary


mailto:email4bassde@gmail.com
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Membership Report

Membership News & May 2025

I was unable to attend the meeting in Chadsworth earlier
Yar brough, sent me a notice of a new member that si gnead ujy
new membership by mail, which is Iisted bel ow.

Wel come to
Mar k Al exander and Maisha (his daughter) from Powder Sprin
Kenny and Denise Pugh (have no |l ocation at this ti me)

Ginny Manning, Memberwnd mamnCogr@hion atcmm

TraCkWarrantS *** NQHhE: Cal endar contains some Raill rel ated ever

events and newsl etter deadlines, , some updates ma
Event Location I Dat e Status

GGRS Club Mt pGrant & Jenny Sle&y 17, J2622 Clyde Cprecl
Huntsville, AL (CentraljOWiems) Cr oss '?oac

GGRS Club Mt jrou? WH O ? Ssigaur epdpeair ng®l annijpg

Avail ablje 2026

"Tour of thejTnheew new buil di ngdSiaynobwnjed Dpoperation

Trainz Faciljlty" more detj&xlkcsting!

Nati onal Ga r fSeanc r Raam el nwt aoy, CA J u n-2128, ORkbg di st anc fl

Convention dri ve, but wior tt

GGRS Club MtpRichard and Rebddéoca EZhj tjpeawd metabers l;vave
Doug and Mat hew JEO 2:00s0 forward. Ho at
Cummi ng, GA

Big Train OppgHoatioddasy | nn, Haleh-1B&A 3JR&26i onal Evephnt ,

Convention Destinati on

GGRS Club MtpgTerry & Ginny dhai ng202bn Pl anning St ac
Lil burn, GA

67th Atl ant ajQaosdeSout h ConverfAugn2E8eniBed0-4am0 pm

Train Show Sugarl oaf Parkwgy, Dul utjh, GA

GGRS Club MtpSl oan & Sara MadKagyi 20625n Pl anning St ac
Buford, GA

GGRS Club MtpeElliot & Katherijl8epSt2028n Pl anning [St ac
Hi ghl and, NC

GGRS Club Mtplosh & Margaret |Gagar202bn Pl anning St ac
Atl ant a, GA
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-State Meeting

= 7" Atlanta Model Trj -
g ¢ =

Show

GAS SOUTH CONVENTION CENTER

ugarloaf Parkway * Duluth, Georgia 30097

Saturday, August 23, 2025
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

er 300 Tables of Model Trains and Railroad Collectibles For Sale
Atlanta's Oldest and Largest Model Train and Railroadiana Show

Large Operating Layouts

WWWw.gserr.com

Present
This Card
For $1° Off
One Admission
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New location for EnterTRAINmMent Junction announced!

| am excited to announce that the Motion
Museum and International Transportation
Haul of Fame will be taking over the former
Cabelas in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia (right
next door to Georgia’s most profitable
Costco).

We plan to create the world’s largest and
finest indoor transportation destination.

The 80,000 sq ft facility is just the start.

We have big plans for the 9 acre property,
which we plan to expand.
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Banta 1:20 Scale Beaver Creek Fire Department by Ted Yarbrough

I recently completed the Banta Model Works Beaver Creek Fi

photo and text instructions. |t is rather easy bgtheemnjtdhyeat

from this manufacturer in the past ).

\‘ ST S

v,Be careful se mal |
409l ue them bac Il pr
scrubbing on I'd b
in light coat a me

Each assembl y. el

toget her .

Beaver
Creek

o081 24TRY

EOUIL TN Jaasg

ly. I used naming tape to help
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GGRS 1:1 Scale Train Rides!
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Highballing down the Track

On your way to the 2025 Sacramento Valley National Garden Railway
Convention, plan to make a month of large scale train plans.

Thz2025 Northeast Lamwdé | Sdbal @ nTrSpirn ng
on May 3 and 4, 2025.

Thereat Lakes argepB8oabeedrbynt BrpR
wi || be in Girard, Omao, oMant9 and 1
www. greatl akestrainexpo. com.

Thz2025 Mi dwest GardermwiRdi |breo addi na t4h &
Tul sa, Okl ahoma.

L
a
t

The Convention website is fully onli
tours. Ticket bundles are availabl e ced p
hotels and ca@mping info for RV

For all the MdtlegrSiinfod Nc@rte2025. or g/

'National Garden Railway Convention
June 18 - 22, 2025

SAFE Credit Union Convention Center - Sacramento, CA



https://ngrc2025.org/
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Announcing the 2025 Convention Hotel:

Holiday Inn Express
Helen, GA. ‘ WQEE{)R@ 3l ﬂ‘}

Oon m Vx WU '7\ f
Enjoy recreational amenities including an indoor pool and a 24-hour ;
fitness center. The hotel also features complimentary wireless Internet | BIG TRAIN OPERATOR CLUB

. CONVENTION/HELEN, GA
access and gift shops/newsstands. JULY 13-18, 2025

Satisfy your appetite at the hotel's coffee shop/cafe. A complimentary =~ ,’l o L roadinag 47 near < 4
continental breakfast is served daily from 6:00 AM to 10:00 AM. j O i i = e

Featured amenities include a 24-hour business center, complimentary
newspapers in the lobby, and a 24-hour front desk. Free self parking is
available on-site.

Make yourself at home in one of the 86 guestrooms featuring refriger-
ators and flat-screen televisions. Cable programming and DVD play-
ers are provided for your entertainment, while complimentary wireless
Internet access keeps you connected. Conveniences include safes and
desks, as well as phones with free local calls.

When you stay at Holiday Inn Express Helen, you'll be in a national
park, within a 15-minute walk of Helen Tubing & Helen Water Park |
and Chattahoochee River. This hotel is 0.2 mi from Alpine Helen/White
County Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Amenities
« Internet Access » Meeting Facilities
« Swimming Pool « Smoke free facility
« Fitness Center « Smoking Areas
« Restaurant « 24 hour Concierge

« Pets Allowed (conditions apply) « Conference Center
« Handicap Accessible

The cost per room will be $169 plus tax. This includes breakfast and free
parking. Rooms outside of the convention time are at a discount room
rate of $209 per night. Because there are limited rooms available in the
area, we urge club members to reserve rooms as soon as possible.

RESERVATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED!
To reserve a room, call the hotel directly at
706-878-1084 extension 3.

Ask for the special BTOC rate for July next year.
Reservation deadline is June 13, 2025.




Pade

DS2NHA I

GEORG w/é?’

oy ml

DI NRSY wl Af gMag 2020

A reminder to all
club members that
early registration

for this years
convention in

Helen, Georgia ends
on May 1, 2025. Get
your registrations

in before the

prices go up!

BIG TRAIN OPERATOR CLUB make this one of
CONVENTION/HELEN, GA the best!
JULY 13-18,2025 G0 1o the club
website for more
Celebrating 47 pears! fmea™*
~ registration forms!
Sunday July 13, 2025 Wednesday July 16, 2025
« BOD Meeting « Georgia Garden Railway Society
« Convention Setup Layout Tours
« Registration Opens « Convention Rooms Open
« Runnin trains « Ladies Wine & Cheese Get Together
« All Aboard Party
« Convention Rooms Open Thursday July 17, 2025
« Trivia contest #1 + Great Smokey Mountain Railway
« Convention Rooms Open
Monday July 14, 2025 « Clinic #2
+ Blue Ridge Scenic Railway « Trivia Contest #3
« Convention Rooms Open
« Clinic #1 Friday July 21, 2025
+» Drag Races
Tuesday July 15, 2025 « Teardown Convention Rooms/
« General Membership Meeting Banquet Setup
« Free Day to Explore the Helen, GA Area « Farewell Banquet
« Convention Rooms Open » Trivia Finals
« Ice Cream Social
« Trivia contest #2
: !
. Today:
yisiel l 0t
Regist
(Schedule subject to change.)

WINTER 2024/#124/BIG TRAIN OPERATOR 3

Let

(0]
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Two important bits of news from the BTO Club
The Convention Schedule and Registration forms are out.

The Menu Choices for the box lunch were not specifiedHemetheeRerrH
for the 7/17/25 Great Smoky MoLutak €Ha,myCh saa kwe dne Beaad aide
Wrap with cookie, chips and water. | f you a
your c¢choice of sandwich for each person in
We now have sever al Registrations (about
Any thoughts? Share them with me or Tim
Thanks for your help i n notifying member s
Using Credit Cards fbrwRegdst'rheib oa. have t hi
to complete the paper form and wRddgies t"rUastei dPr
Total | will -maielatlenwami ee from PayPal and ha
include a 5% adder for PayPal processing ch.
will be confir-madl tbhooulalheee nBoTed .Cl ub never
has access to your Credit Card I nfo.
John Groot, Regi stration

4 Saslow Ct .
Quarryvili®66 PA

ps:// www. bi @
or

trail noperator. com/ 202
M%2 OwMenu. pdf

Big Train Operator Club Membership Application

e The Big Train Operator Club will not sell,
VISA m@ share or otherwise provide any personal
' information to any entity or organization

_ for any reason.
DISCOVER liicme : X
NuIwOre EXPRESS Paypal

lveriFiED] Membership Chairperson: David Snow

Welcome Aboard

O 1-year BTO Club membership, USA

Annual dues of $50 includes $40 for a 1-yr subscription
to the Big Train Operator Magazine.



https://www.bigtrainoperator.com/2025/pdfs/2025%20conv%20registration%20form%20wMenu.pdf
https://www.bigtrainoperator.com/2025/pdfs/2025%20conv%20registration%20form%20wMenu.pdf
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Want some railroad history
What was t&fiSr €avi LoWamadt i v
Where are those | omoti ve
Who receiveasd fiiMed & t@o®dnHonN
Come to the Thurs y, July
and meet Union se et agen
nemesi s, Confeder e Condu
they describe the hrillin
recovery of Alhe Géaatrmdmatithiev e
9@nmi l e chase from l ant a t
The plan was to steal a tr
Chattanooga, stopping to d
bridges, telegraph wires,
them, so as to prevent the
able to move troops and su
Chattanooga But as one wo
to fall apart as soon as t
This presentation 1l giv
gentl emené twn€elms,el yershaps f
ghosts) and direct you to
drama from the Civil War,
cal iT hiet war of Ya@ankee aggre

2025 AML Club Car -
Covered Hopper

Manufactured by American Mainline (Accucraft) Mfg.
in 4 Road Numbers: 2025 01, 2025 02, 2025 03, 2025 04

BIG TRAIN
OPERATOR CLUB

Havin’ Fun Runnin’ Trains for 47 years!

Car Features

Die-cast trucks w/ metal wheels
Longitudinal hatch covers
See-through roof walks

Car specifications & Details

Scale / Gauge 1:29 / 45 mm
Construction Plastic body, Brass castings
Mini. Radius 4 ft

Length 24 in. (60'9 mm) Full underbody detail
Width 4.3 in. (109 mm) Body mounted couplers
Height 6.3 in. (159 mm) Truck Mounted couplers

Loop truck mounted couplers

The Hook & Loop will mate with all other brands. The AML knuckle couplers will not reliably mate with the other brands. The
cars do have a mounting pad to install Kadee body mount couplers (906 Style)

Ordering Details
You can order now with check or PP/CC but please e-mail me first for latest info. JohnGroot@aol.com

For pickup at our 2025 Convention there will be no shipping charge by the Club.
There will only be 60 cars made. 15 of each road number.
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Spring and Autumn in Durango!

Ride the Galloping Goose!

Are you a "seasoned" Durango Silverton Narrow Gauge Have you ridden the Durango and Silverton before?

passenger looking for a new and different way to enjoy This is a new way to experience D&S from "up front”.
: ) *A Cab Ride! See past cab Photos below!

upper Animas Valley rail travel? *May 2nd trips to Event Park are an inexpensive way

to experience the Goose.
*Not sure about an all-day trip?
Consider the Cascade Canyon trip, which is less
scheduled unique excursions this Spring and Autumn using than a full day.

RGS Goose No.5.

The Galloping Goose Historical Society and DSNG have

Tickets and Information:
Call 970-247-2733

people. There are seats up front in the cab, offering an “over or visit www.durangotrain.com Galloping Goose #5 page.

Goose 5 is a 1933 fully restored railbus that carries 27

All fares subject to 8% DSNG historical preservation fee.

the motorman shoulder” view. Additional panoramic view
seating is available in the rear. The seats are unassigned,
allowing everyone a chance for a cab ride. Stops are made

along the way for photo runbys.

R tho

Secrei:

Even a steam engineer who rode with us

claimed that our cab view is a better than his!

Durango and Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad

BOOK YOUR 2025 RGS GOOSE NO. 5 TRIP NOW!
TIMETABLE AND FARES

April 26", April 27th May 10", May 11", May 18th
Round trip to Cascade Canyon $160 Round trip to Cascade Canyon $160
May 2nd

September 6", September 13th
RGS Goose No. 5 to Silverton

Round trip to Event Park $35
departs at 9:25 am, 10:45 am, 12:00 pm

bus return $225
May 3rd
RGS Goose No. 5 to Silverton September 7t", September 14th
Steam Train return $225 Bus to Silverton
May 4th RGS Goose No. 5 return $225
Steam Train to Silverton
RGS Goose No. 5 return $225 All Trips Depart from Durango

TICKETS and INFORMATION Presented by:
Call 970.247.2733 or visit www.durangotrain.com
All fares subject to 8% DSNG historical preservation fee.

Galloping Goose Historical Society of Dolores. Inc
The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad
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GREAT LARES LARGE
SCALE TRAIN EXPO

=/

— S 2
GREAT LAKES
LARGE SCALE TRAIN EXPO

< —

National Train Day 2025!
Sponsored by the Riverside Railroad Club & 4 Track RR!

‘Formerly the North East Ohio Large Scale Train Show*

Join us for two spectacular days of large scale train fun!

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Vendors, Vendors, VENDORS!

Find new & used G Gauge and Larger
models trains, parts, accessories and MORE!
Operating Large Scale Layouts

Explore the multiple operating G

gauge layouts setup by various clubs!
Clinics & Workshops

Learn from others in the hobby!

Kids’ Activities

Fun activities for kids including hands

on clinics! , ‘ ,
Door Prizes LAl ‘]”HW T |
Multiple door prizes given away ' alle -
on the hour!

Food & Refreshments
Enjoy a variety of food options
available on-site.

Admission Available At The Door!
$8 One Day, $14 Two Day
Kids 12 & Under Free

For Early Bird Admission, Updates,

MAY 9-10 METROPLEX

Hotels & MORE visit our website! EXPO CENTER

www.greatlakestrainexpo.com

2025 160 MOTOR INN DR

10 AM - 4 PM GIRARD, OH 44420

Interested in being a Vendor
or Exhibitor?
Preferred method: Visit our website to

fill out the request form.
Alternate Method: Call or email us.
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The Rip Track

Need Repairs? Supplies?
Buy Good Stuff from
our Members

SpliG

We are proud to introduce
another 2025 new product:

Jaw

Rail Clamps And More
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A G Scale first: All-Aluminum https://www. grn
Bridge Switch Section
All our aluminum bridges are made
from ultra durable aircraft grade GR NEWS
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aluminum that will last a lifetime. o Lo 0
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Rock me gentle, Rock me slowly
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LINDY'S WAREHOUSE SALE'

New Sales Coming!

LINDY'S

BY TRAINZEGR

g List

4195 INDUSTRY WAY, FLOWERY BRANCH GA 30542

SALE ENTRANCE ON LEFT SIDE OF THE BUILDING



