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Official Newsletter of the Georgia Garden Railway Society -     Find information about the Society at:      www.ggrs.info 

March,  2026 

GGRS Gazette     

Official Newsletter                                              
of the Georgia Garden Railway Society 

Semiquincentennial of the U.S.A.  1776 - 2026 

Roy’s   Rails Georgia Got SNOW ! ! What did you do? 

It’s been quite a first month as      
President of GGRS.  Pam and I had 
guests at our home the weekend of the 
Atlanta Train Show.  Those who were 
setting up Friday were interested in 
getting together for supper.  This   
resulted in 11 people being at our 
house on Friday afternoon.  I know 
Pam was already wondering about 
being the First Lady.  The 13 of us, 8 
from GGRS and 5 from the Nashville 
Area Garden Railroaders, went to  
supper.  I seated myself next to    
Charlotte Dixon.  I asked Kris about 
hosting in April.  Charlotte confirmed 
the third weekend of April would be 
good.  Joe Schrock confirmed he and 

Mary would also open their layout later in the day. If there are enough      
interested members, Richard and Beverly Hyde will open their layout in        
Savannah on Sunday.   

There was also a discussion at the Atlanta Train Show regarding our        
September 12th Club Meeting in Kernersville, NC hosted by Bill and Liana 
Hewitt. Seeing we will be in NC, Elliott and Catherine Stotler stated they 
would open their layout on Sunday, September 13th if members would like 
to spend the weekend in NC.  

The GGRS Membership table was busy at the Atlanta Train Show signing up 
and renewing memberships. 

Trains Trains Trains was cancelled due to a pending ice storm.  The event 
opened on Saturday but was cancelled on Sunday because of the weather. 

Ted Yarborough has received an invitation for GGRS to set up a display at 
the NMRA National Convention in Chattanooga, TN. GGRS has sent an  
application for GGRS to set up a layout on the weekend of August 1st and 
2nd.  We are waiting to hear if our application has been accepted.  
The Piedmont Division Model Train Show in Cartersville, GA will be held 
March 14-15, 2026.  GGRS will be setting up a Membership Table.  If you 
are interested in helping to promote GGRS at the table please let me know.  
 
770-891-9462 

 

 Roy Williamson,  President 

http://www.ggrs.info
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Do you have a new layout and considered 
hosting a GGRS Club Meeting this year, but 
the dates filled up too quickly.  Well, if you 
would still like to host and June would be 
convenient, please let me know.  Thanks -
  Pam Williamson pspaan@msn.com  

mailto:pspaan@msn.com
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NMRA National Convention in 

Chattanooga  

SPECIAL NOTE:   Ted will gladly host June if no one else wants to, but he has also volunteered to open his layout for the NMRA 
National Convention in Chattanooga and will invite the Club the day he is open, which would be in late July or early August.  Just 
putting this invitation out in case someone else would like to take 
over as the June host.   

Track Warrants *** NOTE:  The Calendar contains some Rail related events that are NOT GGRS events! Due to timing of 
events and newsletter deadlines,, some updates may not have been posted. Contact host for additional info. 

Event Location Date Status 

GGRS Club Mtg Kris & Charlotte Dixon - Cochran, 
GA and Joe & Mary Schrock, East 
Dublin, GA  

April In Planning Stage 

Tate Depot Tate Depot, Tate GA May, 2026 Planning - Emil Decker 

GGRS Club Mtg Ted & Deborah Yarborough 
Chatsworth, GA 

Jun 6, 2026 In Planning Stage 

GGRS Club Mtg David Lorraine and David Buchla  Jul 11, 2026 In Planning Stage 

GGRS Club Mtg Dan & Carol Steidle  Aug, 2026 Includes Annual Swap Meet 

GGRS Club Mtg Bill & Liana Hewitt  Sep 12, 2026 In Planning Stage 

GGRS Club Mtg Becky & Rich Chitwood   Oct, 2026 In Planning Stage 

The NMRA is having their national convention in Chattanooga 
the last week in July. The largest model train show in the US is    
always with the convention. The NMRA (Chattanooga        
Division) has invited Georgia Garden Railway Society to set 
up an operating display.  
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Membership Report  

Membership News –    Feb 2026     

Since last month, I’m happy to report GGRS has two new family memberships and 13 more families have renewed their            
membership.    New members -  
 
Kelly & Latonia Nelson from Kingston, GA 
Philip & Linda Lashley from Rome, Ga 
 
The Georgia Garden Railway Society 2026 membership is now at 74 families. 
Thank you to all that have paid their dues.  
 
Ginny Manning, Membership Coordinator             vlmanning@aol.com 

We don’t know a lot but we do know three things: 
1. It’s coming, with more info as it gets to us. 
2. It’s closer than California 
3. Fun will be top priority. We know.  We’ve been there    

before.  

2027 National Garden Railway Convention 

mailto:vlmanning@aol.com
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At the request of several members, a new section has been added to the consist:  
a dining car, where you can share your favorite dishes with club members. 
Many are just dying to try them out, after sampling your signature dish at a 
recent club meeting.  Send entries to the editor.  A simple recipe, instructions, 
and if possible, a photo to entice your fellow members to give it a try! 

The Dining Car 

   
Corn Chowder     Pamela Williamson 
 
 
 

½ lb. Bacon 
1 Onion Chopped 
3 Stalks of Celery Chopped 
4 Cups cubed Potatoes 
2 Cups Chicken Stock 
2 Cans Creamed Corn 
2 Cans whole Kernel Corn 
4 Cups Milk 
8 Tablespoons Butter 
Salt & Pepper 
Paprika 
Celery Salt 
Garlic Powder 
Onion Powder 
Cayenne 
Cayanne pepper or Chipotle Chile Pepper 
Cavender’s Greek Seasoning 
  
Cook bacon in a large pot until crisp.  Remove bacon from the pan and drain. 
  
Add enough bacon fat back to pan to sauté onion and celery for about 5 minutes. 
  
Add potatoes, cover with chicken stock.  Cook until potatoes are just tender (about 15 
minutes). 
  
Add the corn and milk.  Season to taste (sorry I’m not a measurer, I’m a shaker and taster). 
  
To thicken remove about 1/3 cup of potatoes, add to a food processor with some chicken stock 
and add back to the soup. 
  
Enjoy!  We like it with Corn Bread 
 
What ’s your favorite dish to share over the holidays, or year round?  Send it in to the editor. 
Otherwise, you might get his “Goloshes Goulash ”, “ Catbox Cookies ”, or even worse!  



Page 6 Georgia Garden Railway Society  Mar 2026 

 

 

By Jeff Gill           jgill@gainesvilletimes.com 

The inland port being built in northeast Hall County is 95%      
complete, according to the Georgia Ports Authority’s latest update 
on the project. 

Cranes have been assembled and tested and will be “fully          
commissioned in February after electrical service is completed,” 
according to the authority in a press release  earlier this week.   
Power connections were expected by late January. 

The exact date the $134 million port will be operating isn’t      
available. The Georgia Ports Authority said in November it could 
open in the spring. 

When done, the 104acre facility, which will have about 20     
employees, will be served by rail from the Port of  Savannah, 
“creating an improved supply chain into Northeast Georgia’s 
regional population of more than 2 million people.”   

“We’re excited to see the progress at our new Gainesville facility, 
and what it will mean for the State of Georgia,” Ports President 
and CEO Griff Lynch said earlier this week. “Having a rail    
connection in the region will enhance Northeast Georgia as an 
attractive location for businesses that rely on global logistics.” 

Direct rail service via Norfolk Southern between Northeast    
Georgia and Savannah will ease what normally would be a     
long-haul truck move of around 600 miles round-trip. 

“Companies in Northeast Georgia — from poultry producers to 
manufacturers of heavy equipment and forest products — will be 
able to move goods to and from  international markets with   
greater efficiency,” according to the authority. 

The Ports Authority has contributed $4.8 million to Hall County 
road projects to ease congestion at the inland port, which is off  

      Ga. 365. 

Inland Port in Hall County is Almost         

complete 

mailto:jgill@gainesvilletimes.com
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Playing with AI                         By Ted Yarbrough 
We live in a VERY MODERN world! 
The computer can do amazing things. It 
can design layouts. It can be used to send 
messages. Social media is used multiple 
times a day (or minute) by many people. 
Computers can be hooked up to 3-D  
printers to physically MAKE TRAIN 
PARTS (or even complete trains). We do 
live in a modern world. 

Many have seen on social media where 
people are using AI to generate all types 
of images. I, too, have encountered some 
of these. My friends a posting images of 
them on beaches, in mountains, dressed as 
royalty, driving fancy cars, and even   
riding trains! So, I decided to give AI a 
try.  

There are a few AI programs available on 
the app store. Some are free and some 
have a cost attached. The free ones do 
much of the work of the paid versions, but 
at much slower speed and not as many 
bells and whistles. I have used Playground 
and ChatGPT. Playground images were 
more cartoonish and almost                  

unrecognizable (it gave me hair). It is very easy to use. ChatGPT is more realistic, but requires a little more info to be supplied by 
user (and this is good because you can get very specific). The images attached was produced by ChatGPT.  

I found a photos that showed a good view of my face. I then asked AI to create an image of me featuring a few of my favorite things 
I specified like model trains, western movies, my black kitty, and         
traveling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     If You Got the Money Honey, I Got the Time !! 
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For more than a century, Southern Railway No. 4501 has been more than a machine. To generations of railroaders, volunteers, families—and sup-
porters like you—she has been a living ambassador for steam, craftsmanship, and Southern railroading. 

At the Annual Banquet for the Railroad Passenger Car Alliance conference in Chattanooga, TN, the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum announced 
that it’s iconic steam locomotive No. 4501 will return from her annual inspection wearing the classic Southern Railway passenger livery she entered 
into excursion service with in 1966—exactly 60 years ago: 

Steam locomotive No. 4501 will return from her annual inspection wearing the classic Southern Railway Passenger Livery for the 65th year of 
TVRM. 

This decision comes during a remarkable season for the locomotive and the museum. In 2026, TVRM celebrates its 65th anniversary, while No. 
4501 marks her 115th birthday. 

“In a year when we’re celebrating our 65th anniversary and the locomotive’s 115th birthday, it feels only right for her to come back in green for a 
limited celebratory season,” 
— Penelope Soule Gault, TVRM spokesperson 

For decades, 4501 proudly wore the passenger colors of the Southern Railway, carrying riders across the Southeast and even as far as Milwaukee 
and Chicago. This special paint project has been made possible by Scale Trains along with individual donors who have supported it so far— we 
invite you to join us in making this possible. Following this limited season, No. 4501 is planned to return to her black livery in 2027. 

How your support makes an impact 

This special paint project has been made possible by Scale Trains along with individual donors who have supported it so far— we invite you to 
join us in making this possible. Following this limited season, No. 4501 is planned to return to her black livery in 2027, in keeping with long-term 
preservation standards. In addition, TVRM is launching a broader preservation effort with a lasting impact: 

A new finishing facility for the future 

TVRM is raising funds to build a dedicated, climate-controlled finishing facility as part of the Soule Shops complex in East Chattanooga, adjacent 
to our main shop. This new space will allow restoration and paint work to be completed in a controlled environment—dramatically improving qual-
ity, efficiency, and long-term preservation outcomes. 

This facility will support current ongoing and future restoration projects. 
 
Recently completed projects include: 

Frisco No. 200 

Southern Railway Dining Car No. 3158 

Baggage Car No. 3850 

Central of Georgia Combine No. 390 

B&O Office Car No. 98 

The estimated cost of this project is $150,000, and will allow us to increase the number of full finishing projects we can complete each year. 

Help us bring 4501 back to the classic Southern Railway Passenger Livery—and build for what’s next 

We’ve created a dedicated way to support both the 4501 Preservation Project and the critical new facility, with giving levels for every budget and 
opportunities to make a lasting, visible impact. 
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The B. Tee O.   
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The Rip Track  
 

Need Repairs? Supplies?  

Buy Good Stuff from  

our Members 

Members with Garden, Train, or other related items to sell (new or used) can submit their 
items for inclusion in “The Rip Track”.  Send information to the editor for the next issue.  Items 
will run for a single issue, unless the editor is notified to repeat the item. (Quality photos  
appreciated) Members with related business advertising may also submit ads. These will run 
continuously until policies change or notice is given.  Non-member publishing by arrangement.  
(Contact Editor for details.) 
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Check out our online store and updated website at  

www.traininstallations.com 

Custom model RRs in any scale indoors or out. We are     

flexible and can help you with any part of your project  

        -Layout planning and CAD drawings 
        -Custom bridges 

        -Overhead RR systems 

        - Model kit assembly 

        -Train storage shelving    - Dave 770-597-0038  

Everyone is busy working the workbench getting some fixes in, or perhaps a new building 
or other feature for their layout.  Not everybody is as ready to brave the Snow as our    
illustrious president.  Why not share your winter project.  I am still looking for examples 
of turning this hobby birdhouse into a layout spectacular.  Send them in.  
 
 

Emil Decker,  Editor, GGRS Gazette 
480 Grizzle Rd.,  Dawsonville, GA  30534   
           eldecker@windstream.net 

Yard Hostler 

GGRS

Train Installations will be at three shows this winter! 
 

The Golden Spike Train Show 
Saturday Jan. 17th 9:00-4:00 

Gas South Convention Center           Missed it???   Then Catch us at the next one! 
5200 Sugar Loaf Parkway 
Duluth, GA 
https://www.gserr.com/shows.htm 
 

The Piedmont Division Model Train Show 
Saturday & Sunday March 14th & 15th 10;00-5:00 
The Clarence Brown Conference Center 
5450 GA Hwy. 20  
Cartersville, GA 
https://themodeltrainshow.com/ 
 

Amherst Railway Society Railroad Hobby Show 
Saturday Jan. 24th 9:00-5:00 

Sunday Jan. 25th 10:00-4:00                                 Last chance above! 

Eastern States Exposition Center  
1305 Memorial Ave. West Springfield, MA 
https://www.railroadhobbyshow.com/index.php 

http://www.traininstallations.com
mailto:eldecker@windstream.net
https://www.gserr.com/shows.htm
https://themodeltrainshow.com/
https://www.railroadhobbyshow.com/index.php

