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J une,  2021  

Presidentõs Message 

GGRS Gazette     

Great Train Robberies  #4 
#4 in a series about Great train robberies.  Which was your favorite so far?  Will this one top it?  Its pretty  
amazing what these guys got away with. 

The Newton Gang  was an outlaw crew from the early 20th century, and were, perhaps the 
most successful train and bank robbers in history. From 1919 through 1924 the gang 
robbed eighty-seven banks and six trains. The brothers "took in more money than the  
Dalton Gang, Butch Cassidy's Wild Bunch and the James-Younger Gang combined." 
They claimed to never have killed anyone. It is true that they were never charged with  
any death or injuries associated with their robberies, although one daylight robbery in  
Toronto, Ontario, Canada proved nearly fatal for one bank messenger. 
 
By 1919, Willis Newton was serving time in prison for his crimes ï but he wasnôt the only 
one. The long arm of the law had also caught up with his brothers Jess, Joe and Willie 
(nicknamed Doc). All four brothers were serving time in different prisons due to their 
crimes. 
 
When Willis and Joe were released from prison in 1919, Willis convinced Joe that they 
should form their own gang. In 1920, Doc escaped from prison in Texas and quickly 
joined his two brothers in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Jess was released the following spring, and 
the Newton gang got its fourth member. 
 
The Newton brothers grew up in Uvalde County, Texas. The four sons of a large share-
cropper family were raised on outlaw stories by their mother. Willis quit school after a 
single year of attending classes, too proud to continue when his pants had to be patched in 
the seat. 
 
Willis Newton claims that at age 20 he was convicted for a crime his brother Doc Newton 
committed. Doc stole loose cotton from the loading dock of one processing gin and tried 
to sell it at another. Unable to find Doc, local authorities arrested  
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Snidely Whiplash Knows 
Railroading ! 

 
OBVIOUSLY a professional when 
it comes to the comfort of damsel 
passengers, Canadian territorial  
railroads, and, of course, Train Time 
Tables, Snidely has agreed to take 
on the position.   Just send all your 
railroad stock to him for safe  
keeping.  And keep an eye out for a 
good sale on ropes. 

Donôt get tied up with insignificant  
details and trivial chores.  Become the 
GGRS President.  Leave your mark on 
the railroading Community in Georgia 
[Editor] 
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Willis Newton and charged him instead. He was sentenced to a year in the Texas State Prison system, where he was forced to pick 
more cotton.  
 
Doc soon joined him, entering the prison system for robbing a Post Office of stamps, a theft of less than fifty dollars. From 1909 
until 1918-1920 the two brothers were in and out of the Texas penal system due to their many escape attempts, which led to further 
sentences and a deeper hardening of attitudes. Brothers Jess (older) and Joe (much younger) stayed out of the penal system until  
later, working regularly as bronc busters and ranch hands. 
 
 
In 1914 Willis and an accomplice robbed a Southern Pacific Railroad passenger train in Cline, Texas, taking $4,700 (approx. 
$120,000 today) at gunpoint from passengers. Then in 1916 he robbed a bank in Boswell, Oklahoma, taking just over $10,000 
(approx. $$250,000 today) and escaped on horseback. In 1917, he went back to prison for burglary but eventually forged letters to 
secure a pardon.  
 
 
In 1920, operating out of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Willis Newton formed 
what eventually would be called "the Newton Boys," along with 
Brentwood "Brent" Glasscock, a safecracker and expert in  
explosives. Convincing his cowboy brothers Joe and later Jess to 
join his outfit, with Doc's successful 1920 escape from prison in 
Texas (his fifth), the crew had a good run. They robbed banks 
across Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa,  
Colorado, North Dakota, Missouri, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Canada. 
Other suspected robberies in Oregon and Washington state have not 
been confirmed as being their work. Throughout the years, the legal  
authorities didnôt connect the dots and no one except the Newtonôs 
themselves knew that they were responsible for all these robberies 
due to the wide range of their activity. 
 
 
They committed most of their heists at night, breaking in and busting the bank safe without ever having to come into contact with 
anybody. Through bribing a corrupt insurance official with the Texas Association of Bankers, Willis obtained a list of banks that still 
possessed older models of safes that were vulnerable to their brand of attack.  Brent would force nitroglycerin into the cracks of the 
safe door and set off the nitro with dynamite caps. The explosions were messy and loud but in small farm towns during the dead of 
winter, a couple of men armed with shotguns could keep the few townspeople at bay while the money was hustled out to waiting 
cars. Willis preferred a Studebaker or Cadillac. Before entering the bank, Willis would shinny up a pole outside the telephone office 
and cut the phone lines. In Hondo, Texas, the gang hit two banks the same night after discovering the first vault door was already 
open. 
 
The take from most bank jobs was often less than $10,000 in combined cash and negotiable bonds. Liberty Bonds and Victory Bonds 
and other securities were fenced through underworld connections in Chicago, where Willis and Glasscock cultivated contacts.  
Methodically, Willis insisted on carrying out even the coins from the banks. "We never get enough. When I go in to get anything, I 
want a get it all," he would brag.  

 
Willis invested a great deal of his money into 
oil wells hoping to make it big during the 
boom times. Doc and Jess enjoyed the good 
life, visiting the Kentucky Derby and the 
Indianapolis 500 several times, and relishing 
the night life in Kansas City, Chicago, eating 
in fine restaurants, staying in the upscale 
hotels, and avoiding suspicion.  
 
Interstate crime was difficult to police in 
those years. Unidentified and fast moving, 
the Newton Gang received very little  
attention from law enforcement, despite the 
large number of robberies they'd committed. 
That would change when they robbed the                    
 Milwaukee Road Fast Mail, a postal train on   
 June 12, 1924. 

The Rondout Train Robbery 1924       (cont.)  
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The gang had teamed up with two Chicago gangsters, two racketeers, and a corrupt postal inspector named William J. Fahy. Using 
inside information, the postal train carried large amounts of Federal Reserve currency destined for banks along the route. Boarding 
the train secretly in Chicago, Willis and Jess climbed into the engine and stopped the train at a remote crossing in Rondout, Illinois. 
The thieves threw bottles of noxious formaldehyde into the windows of the passenger cars, leaving the trainôs 17 armed mail clerks 
gasping for air. The robbery netted them more than $3 
million in one take. It was the largest train robbery in 
history.  
 
During the robbery, however, the engineer nervously 
overshot the crossing, and had to back the train up.  
Doc Newton was wounded five times with a .45 caliber 
pistol fired by Brent Glasscock, who mistook him for an 
armed postal worker in the dark. The gang took the 
money, loaded Doc into a vehicle, and left the scene. 
While loading into the vehicle, a bystander heard one of 
the robbers say the name "Willie".  This was later used 
as evidence in court. 
 
 
Doc and Joe were arrested in a Chicago tenement after 
someone tipped off the police about an underworld  
doctor's visit to aid a wounded man. Willis was arrested when he returned to the room the next day. Surprisingly, he almost bribed 
his way free, offering $20,000 cash to the arresting officers. They wanted to take the money, but were double -crossed by a  
supervisor after the currency changed hands.  
 
 
Jess Newton avoided immediate capture, taking approximately $35,000 with him. He left Chicago heading for Mexico, but made a  
tragic mistake. He got drunk in San Antonio, Texas instead of staying sober and going straight to the border. To avoid losing his 
dough while drunk, he decided to bury it. He hired a cab to take him out into the countryside where he buried the money. 
 
 
The next day, Jess went out into the countryside to dig up his money but couldnôt remember where the spot was. Thinking maybe the 
cab driver from yesterday could help him he went searching for the man, but found out that the cab driver had been drinking too and 
couldnôt remember where he had driven Jess. He searched for a while, but gave up and went to Mexico. A federal agent tricked Jess 
back across the border into Del Rio, Texas, on a bar-room bet involving a bronc ride at an Independence Day rodeo.  

With all the robbers arrested, all but $100,000 was recovered. Facing stiff sentences, the gang members agreed to testify against 
Fahey and the racketeers. The prosecution aimed for the crooked postal inspector and his mob connections.  Fahy receiving the  
longest sentence; 25 years in Federal Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. 
 
It was impossible to determine exact amount stolen and recovered, as some insurance claims were not filed, and various deals were 
cut behind closed doors. Glasscock very likely kept a six-figure sum of loose diamonds and untraceable bonds since he eluded the 
law for the longest period. Having pleaded guilty, and suppling key testimony in convicting others, (Glasscock took the witness 
stand in place of Willis, partially as repayment for his accidental shooting of Doc), the gang actually received short sentences,  
especially considering no one was injured, excepting their own gang member. Not to mention that the majority of the money had 
been returned.  

Continued on page 4 
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Chicago newspapers portrayed the "Newton Boys" as 
colorful cowboys due to the fact that Jess was brought to 
Chicago wearing rodeo clothes. Jess and Joe, lacking 
criminal records, received the lightest sentences, and 
these two brothers returned to Uvalde, Texas, where they 
led respectable lives, .......for the most part.  
 
 
Willis and Dock spent years in Leavenworth, and on 
release Willis returned to Tulsa where he continued with 
his criminal connections. He rarely spoke about these 
years in much detail, but he was involved in local 
"nightclub wars" and was the victim of an assassination 
attempt at one point, being shot through his bathroom 
window while shaving. He survived and prominent  
episodes of nightclub arson were reported in the same 
time period. 
 
 
After the April 6, 1934 murder of Constable Cal  
Campbell by Clyde Barrow and Henry Methvin in  
Commerce, Oklahoma, Joe and Willis Newton allowed 
the Barrow Gang to hide out in a house they owned in 

Tulsa. Willis Newton's personal opinion of Bonnie and Clyde was quite low. He called them "silly kids" who only robbed filling 
stations and indiscriminately killed people. 
 
 
In 1934, both Willis and Joe were sentenced to ten-year sentences in Oklahoma for a bank robbery they did not commit, based on 
specious testimony. They served at least seven years each. Joe returned to Uvalde, having already renounced crime, in 1924. Willis 
returned to Tulsa and the night club life but in the early 1950s also 
moved back to Uvalde, where he managed to stay out of prison and 
the limelight for the most part. Doc Newton was again arrested for 
bank robbery in 1968, in Rowena, Texas, but due to his old age the 
charges were dropped. Willis Newton was implicated in another 
bank robbery in 1973, in the town of Brackettville, Texas, but there 
was insufficient evidence to arrest him. 
 
 
Jess Newton died on March 4, 1960, having lived out the  
remainder of his life as a cowboy in Uvalde. A veteran of the Texas 
Brigade of WWI, he died in a VA hospital. He never was able to 
remember where the buried money was, and often complained 
about the country being taken off the gold standard since he  
apparently lost a great deal of money when stolen bonds were left 
unredeemed. 
 
 
Doc was hospitalized after a severe beating during his last arrest, 
and never fully recovered, although he lived until 1974, dying at the 
age of 83. Willis died of old age on August 22, 1979. He was 90, 
and remained fierce and unrepentant to the end. Youngest brother 
Joe Newton died at age 88 on February 3, 1989. 
 
 
An Oral history book ñThe Newton Boys; Portrait of an Outlaw 
Gangò, was produced with the help of Willis and Joe. Extensive  
audio interviews recorded in 1976 were the basis of the text. In 
November 1980, seventy-nine year old Joe Newton appeared on 
The Tonight Show and was interviewed by Johnny Carson. The 
1998 film ñThe Newton Boysò, starring Matthew McConaughey, 
Skeet Ulrich, Ethan Hawke, Vincent D'Onofrio, and Dwight 
Yoakam was based on the gang. 
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Track Warrants  

Event Location Date Status 

36th National  
Garden Railway Convention  

Gaylord Opryland Resort, 
Nashville, TN 

May 30 - Jun. 5, 
2021 

Ngrc2020.com  

GGRS May 
Meeting 

Ted & Deborah  
Yarborough, 212 Love Dr.,  
Chatsworth, GA 

May 29 Pre-tour for Convention  
also Drop by the  
Chatsworth  Depot. 

GGRS June 
Meeting 

Peter & Lori Thomas  
422 Cothran Rd. Dawsonville, GA 

Jun. 19 2021 In Planning Stage 

GGRS July 
Meeting 

Terry & Ginny  
Manning, 1201 Timber Glen Ct. SW, 
Lilburn, GA 

July 17, 2021 In Planning Stage 

GGRS August  
 Meeting 

John & Marge Lees 
305 Town Creek Church Road, 
Dahlonega, GA  

August ? 2021 In Planning Stage 

SER Convention Hilton Hotel  
Greenville, SC  

Sep 9 - 12, 2021 Rescheduled  

The Model Train  Expo  Chatsworth Depot  Sep. 11, 2021 Outdoor Display 

GGRS September 
Meeting 

Dennis and Ellen Bass    
1972 Lansbury Court, Snellville, GA 

Sep. ? 
2021 

In Planning Stage 

Model Train Show 2021 Clarence Brown Convention Center,  
Cartersville, GA 

Oct 2 - 3, 2021 On a siding but still on 
schedule 

GGRS October 
Meeting 

Phil and Barb Jones 
8084 Allerton Lane Cumming, GA 

Oct ? 
2021 

In Planning Stage 

Convention  Pre -Tours  
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Deck Town and Big Stump Railroad  
 
Built in a natural shady area with 300 feet of brass track, this 20-year-old 

point-to-point layout with reverse loops represents a branch line of the White Pass and Yukon railroad. A circular logging line is also 
featured on this layout. Trains can be operated using DC power or battery power using the Revo-lution system. There is a waterfall 
and pond on the layout and trains pass through two tunnels and cross over two trestles and four bridges. There are 12 buildings on 
this layout of which many have been scratch built.  
 
Pre-convention Date: May 29 10:00 am to 4:00 pm (EDT)  
Owner: Dave Bennett / Train Installations LLC.  
Street Address: 506 Creekridge Ct., Woodstock, GA 30188  
Telephone Number of Owner: (770) 597-0038  

PRR (Papa Railroad)  
 
This 6-year-old garden railroad with 
575 feet of brass track was designed 
for the ownerôs grandchildren to 
have experience building a garden 
railroad and the enjoyment of  
running model trains. There is a 
play area with pop up spaces for the 
children. Thomas and friends are 
featured in the childrenôs part of the 
railroad. The layout utilizes full 
Digitrax DCC with 100 zones which 
are controlled by JMRI software. 
Seven to 13 trains can be run on this 
layout at one time. The trains pass a 
water fall and river, wind through 
two mountains, cross eight bridges 
and pass along four cities. Many of 
the buildings and detail features 
found on the layout have been 3 - D  

                                                                                                                                                           printed. Numerous plants have been  
                                                                                                                                                           utilized to land-scape the layout.  
Pre-convention Date: Saturday May 29 10:00 am to 5:00 pm (EDT)  
Owners: Mike Carney  
Street Address: 124 Sweetwater Oaks, Peachtree City, GA 30269  
Telephone Number of Owner: (678) 763-5527  
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Denver and Rio Grande Western  Chatsworth Division  
 

Featured in the June 2018 issue of Garden Railways and during the 2018 National Garden Railroad Convention, this 29 year-old 
track-powered layout has two separate garden railroads with three unconnected oval main lines, two branch lines and a dog-bone 
layout totaling about 250 feet of track. There are 24 custom-built wood structures, six bridges, two tunnels and numerous scale 
plants in the gardens. Towns on the main lines have been taken from the town names along the original Denver and Rio Grande line. 
Locomotives are 1:20.3 scale including three C-19s, two ñAnniesò and a K-27 locomotive representing the Denver and Rio Grande 
Western and Rio Grande Southern railroads.  
Pre-convention Date: May 29th 11:00 am to 4:00 pm (EDT)  
Owners: Ted and Deborah Yarbrough  
Street Address: 212 Love Drive, Chatsworth, GA  
Telephone Number of Owner: (706) 695-2155  

1905 L&N Depot  
 
The L&N Depot in Chatsworth, GA was built in 1905 as the 
Louisville and Nashville laid down track from Etowah, TN 
to Atlanta, GA. The railroad is owned and maintained by 
the Whitfield ï Murray Historical Society and is the oldest 
public building in the city of Chatsworth. Inside the depot is 
a waiting room, an agentôs office, express baggage room, 
and a freight room. Many Murray County residents worked 
for the L&N railroad and trains would stop daily to take 
passengers to Cartersville, GA and other destinations.  
Outside the depot is a 1960 Seaboard Coast Line caboose on 
static display. Inside the depot are two museums; one  
museum presents the history of more than a century of  
railroad service to Murray County and the second museum 
documents the history of the talc industry to the county. 
There is an operating 4x5 foot G-scale train layout with 10 
feet of track and also an operating HO scale train layout for 
visitors to enjoy.  
 
Pre-convention Date: May 29th 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
(EDT)  
Owners: Whitfield ï Murray Historic Society  
Street Address: 205 First Ave., Chatsworth, GA  
Telephone Number of Owner: (706) 280-5535  
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1:1 Scale Train Ride Saturday July 24  
The Georgia Garden Railway Societyôs 1:1 scale train  
excursion for 2021 will be aboard the Cater Parrott Railnet 
diesel powered train, Azalea Sprinter, which is a brand - new 
tourist train operating in South Georgia. Our group will view 
the scenic country side of Rural Georgia, departing promptly 
at 9:30am. from the Nashville Georgia Farmerôs Market and 
traveling North to Willacoochee along the Historic Georgia 

and Florida Railroad, then returning to the Farmerôs Market.  The ride is 35 miles, round trip and takes approximately 2 İ hours. There is plenty of 
free parking at the Nashville Farmerôs Market. 
 
Our group will be seated in the table car, a stainless-steel car from the Royal Palm, a named passenger train that ran from Cincinnati, Ohio to  
Jacksonville, Florida on the Southern Railway. The train last operated in the 1970ôs. During the round-trip ride, enjoy complimentary water and 
light snacks; additionally, you will have access to other concessions and the souvenir stand inside our car.  
 
Some of the GGRS like steam trains, so this trip will have a special treat. After the Azalea Sprinter ride and lunch, GGRS members can venture on 
their own to visit the Georgia AGRIRAMA  in Tifton, where a Vulcan 0-4-0 steam train operates. Tifton is about 30 minutes northwest from  
Nashville and is located right along I-75. The train runs until about 3:30pm on Saturdays. Tickets are $7.00 for adults or $6.00 for seniors and can 
be purchased individually at the large store located at the museum entrance. Also located at the AGRIRAMA, in addition to the train ride, are many 
fine examples of turn of the century architecture that could be great modeling inspiration for our G-Scale layouts. These are original Georgia  

buildings, just relocated to the museum. To see this train, go to:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=esP5DqI3o-k 
 

After much negotiation with the owner/operator of the Azalea Sprinter, we have been granted the OK to 
use group rate even though we were short a few seats. We have 16 participants and no additional fees 
will be required!   You may still join us, but must purchase tickets at the Station at regular prices.  

GGRS  1:1 

Train Ride  

Rider Review:    J. Clay Singleton regarding his trip on the Azalea Sprinter  
 

We rode on the Azalea Sprinter this weekend and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.  The train consists of two engines, a 
caboose and two passenger cars -- one with tables and the other with passenger car seats.  Our afternoon trip went from 
Nashville Georgia to Valdosta.  Nashville is about 3 hours north of Orlando.  The morning trip goes from Nashville to 
Willacoochee.  Both trips are through Georgia rural pine forests and pecan groves.  Of course, you never see the best 
side of any town from the railroad, but the scenery was pleasant enough.  Both trips take about 3 hours.   
 
If you go, we recommend you stay at the Our Place hotel in Nashville Our Place Hotel | Nashville Georgia Hotel | Luxu-
ry Hotel in Nashville, GA).  The hotel is in an old warehouse and the conversion was very well done.  The hotel is a one 
block walk from the Farmer's Market where the train departs and arrives.  Dining options in Nashville are very limited so 
we went to Valdosta.  We recommend ñMom and Dad's,ò a family Italian restaurant with great food -- 4143 N Valdosta 
Rd, Valdosta GA 31602 -- about 30 minutes away from Nashville. 


