Big Pine Academy Enrollment Policy

Overview:

Big Pine Elementary is committed to enrolling a diverse student population and shall abide by
the provisions in the Florida Educational Equity Act, Section 1000.05(2)(a), and Florida Statutes
that forbid discrimination on the basis of race, national origin, gender, marital status, ethnicity,
or disability.

Big Pine Elementary will admit students of race, color, nationality and ethnic origin, religion,
sexual orientation, or gender. Pursuant to section 1002.33(10)(b) — Eligible Students, the
charter school shall enroll an eligible student who submits a timely application unless the
number of applications exceed the capacity of a program, class, grade level or building. In such
cases, all applicants shall have an equal chance of being admitted through a random selection
process.

Enrollment will also follow 1002.33(15)c, which includes enrolling students according to
racial/ethnic balance provisions in 1002.33(7)(a)8. In accordance with 1022.33(10)(d), a charter
school may give enrollment preference to populations denoted in its rules and procedures.

In compliance with 1002.33(7)(a)8, the School will endeavor to achieve racial/ethnic balance
through the comprehensive marketing plan. The School will focus its efforts on recruiting
students in a manner consistent with the racial/ethnic balance of the community it serves or
within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the same District. This effort will
include marketing to underrepresented populations with direct mail, community postings,
public service announcements, and the availability of bilingual staff.

Lottery Rules

1. Forthe purposes of the lottery, the following terms are defined as follows:

a. Allreferences to dates are defined to mean the CLOSE OF BUSINESS on the date
indicated.

b. Lottery refers to the selection of applicant names by a random method such as a
system generated process or the blind drawing of individual names from a container
in sequence until all names in the container have been exhausted.

2. Only applications received prior to the end of the open enrollment deadline are eligible
to participate in the lottery.

3. All Applicants offered a seat shall be required to affirmatively respond to an offer for
acceptance and complete the online registration process within the designated time.

Those not responding withn the designated time will have their offer rescinded.



4. A lottery shall be conducted by Big Pine Elementary to include all grades in which the
number of applicants exceeds the number of expected seats available.

a. If the number of applicants is less than the number of seats anticipated to be
available, no system generated lottery shall be conducted for that grade. Instead, all
applicants for that grade shall receive an offer of admission.

5. All offers of registration shall be made in the order of the lottery results.

Rules: Preferences

=

All preference categories shall be published prior to the lottery being conducted.

2. All applicants entitled to receive an initial placement preference shall be identified
PRIOR to the lottery.

3. Preference status entitles an applicant to be offered an available seat ahead of
applicants without a preference status.

4. Please note that Federal Law requires immediate enrollment/placement throughout the
year of children who are homeless, in new foster care placement, subject to court-
ordered change in custody and/or displaced because of an emergency situation.

5. The following preference shall be considered:

a. Applicant sibling of a currently enrolled student

b. Applicant children of an employee of the charter school
c. Applicant child of a charter board member

d. Applicant sibling of an accepted applicant or alumni

6. Siblings who are applying for the first time will receive preference only after one of the

siblings has been accepted.

Lottery Procedure

In the month of March, Big Pine Elementary will require recommitment verification for
currently enrolled students and will receive applications for new enrollments. At the end of
the open enrollment period, parents will be notified of acceptance to the School or advised
that a lottery will be held due to applications exceeding capacity. If capacity is not reached
after the established open enrollment period, subsequent applications will be accepted and
ordered based on the date the application was received and the preferences extended to
the applicant. As seats become available, they will be offered to applicants according to this
established order until capacity is reached.

In subsequent years, applications will be accepted each year during an open enrollment
period and continuously to maintain capacity in each grade level. All applications will be
date/time stamped as they are received and filed by grade level. If the number of
applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or building, a random
lottery will be held to determine which applicants are admitted. The number of seats
available will be determined by the capacity minus the number of students who commit.



This is in compliance with 1002.33(10)(b). All applications received within the open
enrollment period will be randomly scheduled for enrollment or placed on a numerical
waiting list based on the school’s available preferences. A;; applications received after the
open enrollment period will be placed at the bottom of the waiting list for that particular
program, class, or grade level in the order in which they are received. Parents will be
notified by email of their child’s acceptance and will have a specific timeline to respond to
the school of their decision to attend. If an accepted applicant decides not to attend the
school, the slot will be given to the next eligible person on the waiting list.

An applicant will have five (5) business days, starting from the date the offer was made, to
respond to the offer online. They will have the opportunity to confirm their plans for
attendance at the school, by either accepting or declining the offer. If the applicant fails to
respond to the offer, in either the affirmative or the native, the offered seat will be
rescinded and offered to an applicant on the waiting list.

Should the applicant decide to accept the offered seat, they will receive a confirmation
email within 24-48 hours of their response. The email will contain instructions for
completing the enrollment and registration process. Starting from the day of the
applicant’s acceptance, the applicant will have 10 business days to complete the online
registration form and provide the required documents. If these specified registration items
are not submitted within 10 business days, the applicant will lose their seat.

During all school years, once all current students are registered and classes have been
assigned, class size will determine the need for subsequent marketing efforts. Applications
are accepted on an ongoing basis and maintained on a waiting list. Communication with
prospective students is generated as appropriate.



