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BOE Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2016

1. Call to order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call to establish Quorum – all here except Arthur Szeglin
4. Approval of Agenda – approved 
5. Administrative Report by Cathy 
a. Chromebooks 

i. Mrs Sizing is technophobic; laptops they used STAR and aR testing. She started using Chromebooks (first class to use them) and one of the things she said was that she would never used this much technology without the ease of the Chromebooks. Her students came in to talk about the Chromebooks: 
1. Dakota: “Chromebooks opened a whole new world for our classroom”
2. Mrs. Sizing: The blessing is that this is just another means to expand the lesson (e.g., finding common denominators before adding or subtracting fractions). They are so user-friendly; the entire class set makes all the difference in the world.

3. Breanna Nelson: Chromebooks makes everything easier. For the Science project yesterday they could do more research and learn more than just what the science book says. The research was conflicting! 

4. Josephine Blackburn: Chromebooks helps the class research places and objects (e.g., Samso, Denmark).
5. Read story in the book and immediately open the Chromebooks to learn more.

6. Compete to learn states and capitals

b. Testing
i. Officially done with testing. One little test tomorrow (precursor for gifted) – gives you a standardized achievement test – gives a standardized achievement index (correlates to IQ). Costs $200 total with feedback and everything. We are the only school in the district that does it. Every student takes it; note went home today. When the scores come back, Cathy, the incoming student, and Merlou look at the scores and might recommend them for gifted testing if score is close to the gifted range. Gifted testing; when you refer a child for testing, the parent signs off on it; district has 90 calendar days to get the testing done. 
ii. Testing went well; had one little glitch on the Pearson platform on the last day of testing. On Thursday everything was set to go, but on Friday the computer fell asleep and he had to come and restart the test; testing was taken on Friday.

iii. Paper-based has been gone for 2 weeks; it typically comes back the end of May so we should be expecting it soon. If a child does not pass the 3rd grade reading test then it is a mandatory retention, but IEPs and other testing can offset that.
c. FOCUS training
i. Cathy and Jenn are continuing with the Focus training.

ii. Teachers are registered with the district, but since they did not pull the charter school teachers we have to develop a spreadsheet, which limits what we can do with it because teachers can’t get access to it. Jenn has been able to create packages for students, grades, etc., but can’t assign teachers to it yet. 

d. Closing out current school year and looking ahead to 2016 – 2017 school year
i. Last day of school is the 9th. 

ii. Cancelled zoo day due to busing; rescheduled to Nov (Lady of the Moose were ok with postponing).

iii. Starting to plan ahead for 2016-2017 curriculum

1. not buying any new books this year, but looking to possibly change math curriculum for the following year.

2. School starts on Aug 17th.

e. ELC Report - Kelli

i. Looking good with numbers; 12-13 in PreK (cap 10-12 per day; 17-20 enrolled), a couple openings in VPK (15/20). Coming over on Friday am for a tour.

ii. Rita is going back to college so she is moving on. Have found a replacement (Elizabeth Bradley).

iii. Eagles’ Nest – about $7K for transportation. Are we keeping it there or moving it back over here? Issues are where we would have it and would have to pay two staff members. Options are to have it in the specials room and possibly close ELC at 4pm. Between now and June meeting Cathy will run some numbers for closing ELC at 4pm and moving Eagles’ Nest here. Will report at June meeting.
6. Approval of resignation of Kim Thompson, effective the end of the 2015 - 2016 school year -- approved
7. Approval of Christina Zabinski, Specials teacher, effective 2016 – 2017 school year – approved 
8. Approve of Elizabeth Bradley, ELC teacher, effective 2016 – 2017 school year – approved 
9. Consent Agenda Items
a. Approval of Minutes of April 2016 meeting – approval 
b. Approval of Financials – February and March  2016
10. Other Items

a. Class size: Mrs Sizing is concerned about the numbers in 3rd grade with new teacher in 4th grade next year. Going from writing a paragraph to reports is a huge jump. 20 kids in there right now (2 coming and 2 leaving so number should stay the same). Cap is 22. Mrs Sury: Cap of 20 is idea due to the size of our school and the size of our student body. There is a concern with 3rd grade for next year too (15). 
b. possibly put an aide in 4th grade (20) and K (18)

11. Adjourn – Next meeting date June 29th at 9am
