
Herbert L. Clarke was an American cornetist, feature soloist, 
bandmaster, and composer. He is considered the most 
prominent cornetist of  his time. 
Clarke's legacy includes composing a portion of  the 
standard repertoire for the instrument, many recordings, as 
well as a seminal school of  playing which emphasized not 
only technical aptitude, but also increased warmth and 
lyricism of  tone. He also produced several method books 
that are still used by brass students, for example the Clarke 
Studies.  

In 1893, Herbert joined John Philip Sousa’s band as a 
cornet soloist. After playing at the Chicago World's Fair in 
the same year, he left to play with various other bands, 
continuing to do so over the next five years. During this 
period, he held temporary positions as second trumpet with 
the New York Philharmonic and as principal trumpet in 
the Metropolitan Opera, for which he temporarily switched 
to trumpet. 
In 1898 he returned to Sousa's band, with whom he toured 

extensively. However, in late 1901 Clarke himself  became 

leader of  The American Band 
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