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Thank you for choosing Terraform Tillage to map the physical characteristics of your soil.
Subsurface soil structure has a massive impact on both the health of the soil and the overall
crop health. Increases in soil density (compaction) correlate directly to yield losses, with severe
cases of compaction attributing a range of 10 - 60% decrease in overall yield.
Soil compaction may be cutting into your yield | Integrated Crop Management

Soil compaction | UMN Extension

In this survey we measured compaction with digital soil penetrometers at a rate of 1 probe per
acre. We logged readings at 4”, 8”, 12”, 16”, 20”, and 24” depths and plotted the severity of each
data point with our software. This assessment will go over our findings and provide you with an
actionable plan for addressing the identified root restricting layers.

The goal of this assessment is to provide
direction toward the long term goals of your
operation. By managing compaction efficiently,
growers can expect direct increases in
profitability. We will highlight areas in your field
that should see a considerable increase in yield
from subsoiling. The yield increase estimates
are based on averages from meta analysis
sourced from different institutions and could
range based on soil texture, yearly precipitation,
and crop type, as well as other factors.

Growers should expect to not have to reprobe
the entire field after addressing the areas with root restriction. Proactive traffic management
should then be a primary focus following the survey, in order to get the best long term results.
Doing this effectively will allow for successful reduced till management moving forward, where
the grower can also expect considerable savings in time, fuel, maintenance and repairs. Based
on the results of the survey, growers may want to consider implementing a cover crop.
Subsoiling can only provide a substantial benefit in heavier soils that have become compacted.
Whereas lighter soils with poor structure tend to see a substantial benefit from covers. Fields
with larger ranges in topography tend to see a greater benefit from a combination of both
subsoiling and cover cropping.
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Raw Compaction Measurements

This field is doing very well overall. There are only around 8 acres that are showing signs of
substantial root restriction. Every field is expected to lose some yield to compaction where you
enter and exit the driveways. For a field of this size, this is a pretty standard percentage of total
acres. The subsurface depths of the field are looking fairly strong for the Des Moines Lobe, but
may see a structural benefit from integrating a cover crop.
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Compaction Severity Maps

The 4 inch depth looks pretty standard for the current soil saturation. You’ll notice the dark red
dot in the primary driveway, with compaction present in the most trafficked headlands
surrounding it. Additionally, there appears to be a correlation showing some yellow dots in the
lighter soils (sandier hilltops). This is fairly common and can’t necessarily be fixed with tillage.
Increases in organic matter should help address this overtime.
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The 8 inch depth again looks pretty standard. Here, it is showing signs of severe compaction
mostly in the West headland, with some lighter orange points in the South headland. You’re also
likely losing some yield to poor structure in the lighter and sandier soils. Addressing this textural
issue may help you over time.
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The 12” depth is looking very similar to the 8” depth. The same regions of the field are still losing
yield to compaction and poor soil structure. Here at this depth, the South headland is beginning
to loosen from a density standpoint. This shows evidence of a hardpan.
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The 16” depth is looking fairly different from the 12”. The field is showing clear signs of a
hardpan now in the West headland. This is a good indicator that a subsoiling pass could do a lot
of good in fixing your root striction issues. There are still some signs of compaction in the West,
South and SouthEast headlands. If you’re able to run your subsoiler at this depth, I would
recommend doing so.
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The 20 inch depth is carrying on the same trend we’ve been seeing at the previous depths. The
hardpan caused by wheel traffic is now continuously easing up as we move down the soil
profile. Again if you have the ability to subsoil this deep, you may see additional benefits in the
aforementioned headlands. The structural issues we’ve noticed at the previous depths in the
lighter soils are continuing to show evidence of root restriction and negative crop impacts.
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Lastly at 2 feet deep we’re seeing more variances in soil density. When analyzing
measurements at this depth, it’s more likely that high levels of compaction are more likely to be
attributed to soil structure than being caused by traffic. Ripping cannot necessarily help these
issues but I have seen from experience that cover crops can. Compaction is less likely to have
as severe of an impact on yield at 2 feet deep than it would in the shallower depths. You’ll want
to factor everything I’ve mentioned here as well as the costs associated with incorporating a
cover crop before making your final management decision.
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Action Plan

Above is a map highlighting the areas in the field that I highly suggest you subsoil. I estimate
that you should expect a 20% or greater increase in yield from addressing the root restricting
layers in this zone. On these 8 acres, a 20% increase in yield with $4.50 corn, would bring the
total increase in revenue to $1,440. When subtracting the cost of the structural assessment
($160) and cost of subsoiling ($202.4) your total estimated profit in the first year would be
$1,077

If you were to incorporate a cover crop, I would expect an increase in yield to be between
5-10% from improvements in soil structure as well as moisture retention and biological activity.
You’ll want to consider the additional challenges and costs before making your final decision.
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Field Report Summary
Without knowing too much about the field's history. I wasn't sure what to expect from a soil
structure standpoint. When I first entered the field from the south driveway and took the first
couple probes along the headland, I was worried that the ground was still frozen because of
how hard the soil was. Next, I did the West headland and was still getting surprisingly high
compaction readings. The one positive thing I noticed was that there is clear evidence of a hard
pan. This means you can fix these problem acres with your inline ripper fairly easily. I would
expect you to get a 20% or greater yield increase from this pass on the highlighted areas (8
acres). After getting through those areas, I'm confident that the soil conditions were right for
probing and the high readings can be truly attributed to compaction.

The North East part of your field looks great! I would not expect any substantial benefit from
subsurface tillage on any of the non-highlighted areas from the action plan. It seemed fairly
evident that you're taking soil moisture into consideration before running your manure tanks. I
believe this is the best tanked field I've done so far. Keep up the good work with proactive traffic
management and keep your grain cart traffic to the green highlighted areas of the field as best
you can, and you shouldn't have to worry about re-probing. There is one interesting spot in the
inland, that I couldn't quite figure out. If you look at the soil map, I believe it's in the L55 Nicollet
Loam. Without digging it up it's hard to tell, but my guess is that there is either a thick clay layer
or a massive rock down at 20". Not much you can do to fix that, but I just wanted to bring it to
your attention.

On many of the fields I've done in the Des Moines lobe, we see a lot of structural issues in the
subsurface (16-24"). Typically, in these situations, subsurface tillage can't fix these issues. The
high penetrometer readings are more likely attributed to changes in soil type than man-made
compaction. The best way I've found for fixing these issues is with cover crops. The fibrous root
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structures in cereal rye have helped us get more organic matter down in the subsurface on our
farm. We were able to see drastic improvements in subsurface soil density in the first year.
There are also many other benefits that you could expect in addition to fixing soil compaction
issues.

Lastly, there are some great government and private programs that can help pay for the majority
of the expenses with implementing a cover crop. If that's of interest to you, I'm also a Soil and
Water Conservation District Commissioner here in Hardin county, and I'd be happy to help
answer any questions you may have. Additionally, I can help get you connected with a carbon
company that will pay you to incorporate reduced till and cover crops. We’ve gone this route on
our farm based on pay out and contract length. With a contract length of only 1 year, there's no
long term commitments if you ever decide to change your mind. The way I view things is that if
you’re going to be making these sustainable operational changes you might as well get paid for
the additional carbon you’re sequestering.

I hope this helped to clear up any questions and assumptions you may have had with your field
and I'd be happy to help you with any other fields down the road! Please feel free to share your
report and experience working with Terraform Tillage with others.

Thank you for your business!
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