
















































































Mel Gorham Sports Center
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By JAN CAMPBELL and BELLE MUSCHINSKE

Dedicated and die-hard four-wall
players—take two steps sideways;room
must be made for the intermediates
and beginners! Mel Gorham, a name now
synonymous with classic racquetball§J
tournaments, is making room at the bot- ¥
tom for contestants who’ve never won
anything and may not want to. The fol-
lowing articles merely suggest what is in
store for you ‘‘Lifers.’”” Notice the
increase in B class tournament play,
through C class, anybody play, ending
with (Heaven forbid) teach the women
to play!!

The masculine haven of the racquetball
courts is a thing of the past. Mel
Gorham’s Sport Center in San Diego is
offering a program introducing women to

&S

the racquetball world. Ard the response
is fantastic! The gals are discovering they
can achieve instant success and enjoy-
ment their first time on the court while
trimming away the winter flab.

A Mel Gorham Novice player _ gm
who wanted to learn more about €24
racquetball, decided to share the Wl »
answers to her questions with other \
beginning women. Jan Campbell p
and Bette Weed. two of the top
women players internationally picked
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up the pace from answering questions to
showing them how!! Now 56 girls are
spending up to one-and-a-half- hours,
once-a-week in a six-week ‘‘workshop”’
situation called LADIES RAC-AT-IT-
BALL.

The clinic teaches basic racquetball
n  skills and court etiquette plus
N, affording the girls playing situations
under Jan and Bette’s discerning
eyes. While the majority of the clinic
is engaged in regular rotation play, one
court is set aside exclusively for drill
work on individual problems or tech-
nique development. The last two ses-
sions culminate in a play-off tour-
nament. This gives the ladies a true
taste of competition and primes them
for regulation tournaments.

The turn-out for the first clinic was so
avid, a second clinic was scheduled to
handle the overflow. THAT WAS NOT
ENOUGH!!! In order to accommodate
the flourish of females wielding racquets,
Mel Gorhams Sports Center is offering
two morning clinics, and third evening
clinic, and building a waiting list second
only to Who’s Who Of San Diego
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DEAR EDITOR:
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Good Times

Dear Chuck:

Just returned to Tacoma from the Klondike Open Racquet-
ball Championships. Wow! What a tournament! What
facilities! What hospitality! And what fine people!

In all the tournaments I have traveled to and from, I have
yet to see anything approaching the organization, support
and concern shown to each and every entrant and their
families by the Edmonton Racquetball Association. To thank
all of them would be impossible, to mention a few, I will.

Thank you Mr. and Mrs. Ken Wilson, John Kempo, Don
Wynn, Zoltie, Howie Rankin, and Marilyn Rankin. Marilyn
Rankin is beyond description in her efforts to organize and
promote this great sport of racquetball. Marilyn houses and
feeds players, entertains their families, meets airplanes,
transports players to and from matches, keeps scores, posts
games, and will give you a bandage if you are hurt.

There were entrants from Arizona, California, Michigan,
Washington, Vancouver, B.C., and all parts of Canada.
Names like Muehleisen, Brumfield, Thurman, Rankin,
Dynn, Wayne, Capozzi and many, many more each a cham-
pion in their own way. With people like that competing. you
have to play your best, and everyone did.

Thank you for your help in the past and keep up the good
work with the Magazine. Hope to see all of you in Vancouver
in November.

SID WILLIAMS
Tacoma Racquetball Club
Facoma, WA

Chairms

Bad Times

Dear Chuck:

I was dismayed to read in this month’s edition of (Ugh)
Handbal! M~an-ing, what I think are attempts at impugning
my racqt utation.

I find n declaring Ron Rubenstein the best in
Illinois (rzunuvaw, August, 1972), but I find it degrading
to declare it took n  1ree games in the quarter-finals to
defeat Tony Arnieri, who I consider »~ B player. In fact,
I don’t even think he is the best B yer at his YMCA.
I have never lost to a B player of any canper in a tournament,
and surely not one of his caliber.

Fu crr ¢, 1take exception with the statement, “‘I et
Fred Biaess. ' The only person who could have pos...ly
thought my victory was an upset, was Fred Blaess himself.
Everyone else knows I have been the second best player
in Hlinois since Sam Carl turned to Masters. ,

I find myself at this time forced into early retirement,
due to the fact that am living in a state where not only
am I number one, but also numbers two through 10. So,
because of this unhappy event, I wish to have my last days
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in Illinois remembered for my true ability.
Hoping that you set the record straight, I remain, admon-
ishingly yours,
SONNY MARCUS
13101 S.W. 70th Ave.
Miami, FL 33156
(The record is straight.-Ed.)

Utah State U.

Dear Mr. (Chuck) Leve,

Here at Utah State University we are very interested in
organizing chapters of both the Handball and Racquetball
Associations. I have been in touch with Wayne Player, Mana-
ger of the Deseret Gym in Salt Lake City and currently
the secretary for both organizations in the State of Utah.
He recommended that we form our own chapters (but partici-
pate with them in their tournaments) and gave me your name.

Although a small school of 8,300 with 1900 faculty and
professional staff, we have extremely nice facilities—6 courts
divided equally between handball and racquetball, in a large
building with gymnasiums, pools, gymnastics, dancing, box-
ing, wrestling, weight training, steam rooms and carpeted
dressing rooms. The courts are used continuously during
the school year from 7:30 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. In all, there
are between 225 and 250 faculty and student men that play
handball and approximately the same number of men playing
racquetball. Additionally between 50 and 75 women play
racquetball. These women are interested in forming their
own chapter. ‘

We anticipate that between 30 and 40 men would initially
join each of the Handball and Racquetball organizations and
between 10 and 15 women would form the women’s racquet-
ball chapter. We base these figures on the number of partici-
pants in the past three Intramural and Open tournaments.

Based on our standings in play at USU and the play we
have participated in Salt Lake City we think we have about
the following class rankings:

A B C
Handball 2 9 29
Men’s Racquetball 1 7 32
Women’s Racquetball 0 1 14

The calibre of racquetball has improved faster in the past
year than handball, and we think this trend will continue.
By tournament time, 1973, we feel there will be about five
men playing class A racquetball and four or five at the same
leve: handball. In as much as there was only one court
on campus until April of 1971, we feel great progress has
been de.

Wouid you please send us all the information you can
regarding both organizations, their publications and, if possi-
ble, a sample booklet ~ >rganizational by-laws. We are plan-
ning our organization .... the last week in September, so there
should °© adequate time to receive and disseminate your
informa..n.

Onth ’:htofeach organizational meeting we are planning
to have a .linic and a short round-robin tournament with
some of the better players from Salt Lake City. We are
thinking of using this plus a subsequent ladder tournament
to establish our initial class rankings (we will have Masters
as well).

We would greatly appreciate any suggestioris you can give
us.

DOUGLAS C. PERRY
Utah State University
Logan, Utah 84321
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A Voice With Which To Speak .

Long ago we learned that nothing takes the place of
lively discussion and a free exchange of ideas in the
building of an association. By giving the player a voice
in the planning and promotion of our sport, we uncov-
ered a gold mine of progressive thinking that has con-
tributed substantially to our growth. That is why we
dedicate this magazine to you, the player. It is yours
in every respect, — to voice your feelings and share
in the thinking of players everywhere.

If all of you will help us make this a newsworthy,
inspirational undertaking, — Racquetball Magazine
will become one of your favorite publications. For us
it will be a sounding board for new ideas and an image
builder for the player as well as the sport. It can be
a powerful force for good, but only if we make principle
the basis of its editorial policy. Racquetball should
always be the channel through which right thinking
can be expressed and right ideas promoted.

We want you to help us accomplish all this. Write
as often as you wish. We pledge to publish your news-
worthy thoughts to allow all racquetballers to share
in bright, new ideas. Human interest stories appeal
to everyone as do instructional articles. Tournament
results are also good, along with the social affairs that
involve the players, their wives and their families.
Please don’t hesitate to tell us about your family or
your club’s racquetball activities; and send along
sharp, clear pictures that are more casual than posed.
You will be surprised how interested we are in your
family and friends. In this way we can add priceless
personal appeal to Racquetball Magazine.

Those of you who have watched our progress from
the beginning will note that every year we leap another
giant step forward. First it was standardization of the
rules, — then we improved the equipment, a project
at which we still work hard. Then we staged impressive
International and National tournaments. National pub-
licity followed every move we made and suddenly court

clubs sprang up everywhere. The court boom was on.

Invitational tournaments have become tremendously
popular and the cry of ‘‘no courts’” has faded into the
background. Women were invited to compete and the
effect has been shattering. Whole families have become
thoroughly infected with the fun and sociability of rac-
quetball, christening a whole new life style.

Now comes the next big step, perhaps the biggest,
in Racquetball Magazine. We hope you will like it
and more than all else, we hope you will become both
a critic and a sponsor. We need your views and we
have no pride of authorship. Let’s all work together
to make racquetball a fun game and the publication
fun reading. It’s going to be a long while before the
magazine will pay for itself, but if we have your help
we won’t mind waiting one bit.

All we need is more membership. This publication
will make membership more attractive. It will spread
the gospel to more people. It will give us more pride in
what we are doing and reward those for work well done.
You just can’t beat a little good press when it comes to
making good friends.

From here on, it is all up to you. Alert us to good
material, send us good pictures and we will have a
good magazine. Let us all become part of that fabric
which is slowly but surely emerging as the tie that
binds us all together. It will be nice to know that we
will regularly be a guest in your home and that you
will be a guest in ours. We can talk to each other
through the medium of Racquetball. We can make
many new friends and open new areas for travel simply
by letting one another know that this is a fraternity
of friends interested in each others well being. That
is the purpose of this magazine.

Speak up and speak out fellow members, — this
is the voice of the player.

BOB KENDLER

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION

4101 Dempster Street ® Skokie, lllinois 60076





