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The 1982 AARA National Singles
Tournament made its debut in the
northeast at the McKinley Park Rac-
quet Club in Buffalo, New York
beginning May 27th and running
through the 31st. It was a treat for the
racquetball enthusiasts to see the top
ranking amateur players from around
the United States, Canada, and even
Europe display their expertise. The
AARA choice of Buffalo came at an
appropriate time, since the city is
celebrating its Sesquicentennial
(150th) birthday. The prestige of
hosting the Nationals made a superb
addition to the city’s “Talking Proud"”’
theme.

After seven long months of anxious
waiting, the ‘crack’ of racquetballs
could be heard throughout the club.
Never before had the 18 courts ab-
sorbed such power and experienced
such finesse, control and consis-
tency. It was astonishing to watch
graceful, feminine women and so-
phisticated, cordial men transformed
into powerful, aggressive athletes.
Muany locals wvere surarised by ‘how
hard’ both sexes could hit the ball.

The magnitude of the tournament
as well as the level of competition
caused many hometown favorites to
succumb. Club pros’ “Cee’” Moody
and ’Z"’ Kania fell victim on the first
and second day respectively. Three
hometown heroes remained at the
finish of day three, which put them

Newman (left) vs. Fox — Open Final.
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in the semifinals. Donna Meger was
playing with poise and confidence in
combination with power and control
in the Women’s 35+ division. Bud
Stange’s remarkable quickness and
determination made it seem like
there were at least two of him cover-
ing the court in the Men’s 35+.
Charlie ““The Gar’’ Garfinkel demon-
strated his great patience and resil-
iency by coming back from huge
deficits, especially in his quarterfinals
match. Garfinkel pulled it out after
losing the first game and being down
16-11 in game two, and 5-0 and 7-2
in the tiebreaker, and won the Men’s
40+ .

Continued on Page 8.

Racquetball
Format
Change

In a continuing effort to increase its
membership benefits to the amateur
player the A.A.R.A. Board of Direc-
fors voted to change Racquetball
Magazine from the magazine for-

mat to a high quality tabloid to be

call ““/AARA Racquetball in Review'’.
This publication will be the official
voice of the AARA and will be under
the Association’s complete editorial
control.

Luke St. Onge
Executive Director

s By Nancy K. Crowell

Committee
Racquetball

On April 17, 1982 the American
Amateur Racquetball Association was
accorded Group C membership (for
developing sports) in the United
States Olympic Committee. Following
is an account of the events that led
to that decision, and a brief summary
of the implications.

it was back in 1978 when the idea
first struck Luke St. Onge as a good
one. As executive director of the
struggling International Racquetball
Association (as it was calledthen), he
was searching for a means to estab-
lish some credibility for the organiza-
tion. So, when Bill McNamara, direc-
tor of the President’s Council on
Physical Fitness and Sports suggested

a way that racquetball could become
an accepted and established sport,
St. Onge decided to go for the gold.
The Olympic gold, that is. And there
was only one way to do that — from
the bottom u- St. Onge decided to
apply for mes..oership in the-United
States Olympic Committee (LUSOC),
as McNamara had suggested. That
task proved far more elusive — and
complicated — than envisioned.
Basically, if a sport stands a chance
to become a sport of the Pan Am
Games or the Olympic Games — if
it has that potential — then the USOC
is encouraged to consider that sport
as a member. Group C is the cate-

Continued on Page 6.
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